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The Atlantic Canada Aviation Museum
Halifax International Airport

P.O. Box 44006
1658 Bedford Highway

Bedford, N.S.
B4A 3X5

Website: http://acam.ednet.ns.cahttp://acam.ednet.ns.ca
E-Mail: acam@ednet.ns.caacam@ednet.ns.ca

Upcoming Dates:
May 15th - Museum Re-Opens.
June 4th - HRM Tourism Booth Opens 
for the Tourist Season.
June 4th - Museum Membership General 
Meeting and Barbeque. Doors Open at 
6:15.
June 28th - Wings and Wheels Bike Show 
10:00am - 4:00pm
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Above: ACAM’s newest acqusition is a Rotorway Exec 
homebuilt helicopter arriving at the Museum on Decem-homebuilt helicopter arriving at the Museum on Decem-homebuilt helicopter
ber 22nd, 2007.  C-GLYE is a beautifully built machine 
and the Museum is very pleased to receive her from Rick 
Berry of Clementsport, N.S.

Top Left: Work has begun on the L-19 at the Museum 
with the tail surfaces being reattached to the aircraft and with the tail surfaces being reattached to the aircraft and with the tail surf
plans for restoration being conducted.

Bottom Left: The New Brunswick Wing Volunteers reach 
a restoration milestone with paint being applied to the 
PA-38 Tomahawk restoration. 



The Atlantic Canada Aviation Musuem Newletter
Wnter 2008

 Page 2
DEDICATED TO THE PRESERVATION OF THE AVIATION HERITAGE OF ATLANTIC CANADA

Museum 
Notes

Facility: 
Through out the last few months, little 

work has taken place on the actual facil-
ity, with the exception of the Silver Dart 
Gallery Team’s efforts, which will be 
covered later this issue. The water was 
shut off for the winter in late November 
and the last of the winterization of the 
facility was completed.

At this time the Province has not com-

pleted any work on the facility but we 
have been told by the deputy minister 
that we should see work being complet-
ed this spring. In the last few weeks there 
has even been discussion with members 
of the department about the replacement 
of the old water system. Our members 
continue to keep their fi ngers crossed 
that we will receive these most critical 
and long awaited repairs to the facility. 

Tomahawk: 
The Tomahawk restoration, being un-

dertaken by our New Brunswick Wing 
of volunteers, has been making excel-
lent progress on the PA-38. Recently, 
the crew has had our good friend Jerry 
Wilcox spray the base color on the fuse-
lage in volunteer Bill Leeming’s garage. 
They managed to spray the primer and 3 
coats of color in 5 hours. The team will 
continue working on the fuselage and 
switch to the wings later this year.  Deb-
bie Bates has agreed to help with the 
markings on the aircraft, as she did on 
the Avenger project as well. The Muse-
um is very pleased that Jerry and Debbie 
are involved with the Tomahawk resto-
ration as they were instrumental in the 
fi nal fi nish work on the Avenger, which 
everyone agrees is our fl ag ship restora-
tion. The Tomahawk will be a great ci-
vilian addition to the aircraft on exhibit 
in the Museum, representing basic civil-
ian training aircraft and our members 
look forward to seeing it completed and 
on display.

Board of Directors Secretary:
Michael White has recently volun-

teered to take on the vacant role of 
Secretary of the Board of Directors. Mi-
chael is fi lling a much needed position 
for the Board. Michael, thank you for 
your continued support! There are other 
postions within the Museum that remain 
in need of a voluteer to fi ll them. Re-
member, many hands make light work 
for everyone. 

That Volunteer we are looking for is 
YOU!YOU!Y

Below: The PA-38 Tomahawk, parked 
outside of Bill Leeming’s garage in 
New Brunswick.

Above Left: Tail assembly has the 
rudder mounted.  
Above: The Tomahawk nose, with the 
nose gear wheel mounted. The mains 
do not have wheels mounted yet.
Left: Bill’s garage has been the site 
for work on the Tomahawk, including 
painting. Bill, thanks for providing a 
place for the team to work!

Photos by: Bill Leeming
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3350 Cutaway:
Gene Hamilton and Don Hirtle have 

been working at mounting the prop pitch 
motor on the 3350 cutaway (right). A 
new collar has been manufactured al-
lowing the motor to be mounted on the 
end of the propeller shaft and the spin-
ner to be mounted once it is painted. At 
this time, all that is required to fi nish the 
exhibit is the mounting of the glass in 
the windows sometime in the next few 
months. 

Above: Prop pitch motor mounted on 
the 3350 Cutaway. 

Gypsy Major:
Gene Hamilton has started a new w 

motor restoration. In late January, this . In late January, this 
Gypsy Major (Above and Left) was  was 
removed from storage and Gene built uilt 
a temporary stand to work on it upside rary stand to work on it upside 
down and had begun to remove some down and had begun to remove some 
parts when thiparts when this photo was taken in early s photo was taken in early 
Feb. The Gypsy Major is a 4 cylinder in-
line air-cooled engine. Our Gypsy Ma-
jor is belijor is believed to have been used on Ti-
ger Moths. Over 14,600 Gypsy Majors 600 Gypsy Majors 
of all versions were manufactured. The factured. The 
downward cylinders improved visibilty improved visibilty 
for the pilot over the nose of the aircraft for the pilot over the nose of the aircraft 
but it increasebut it increased oil consumption (some d oil consumption (some 
sources indicate as much as 4 pints an sources indicate as much as 4 pints an 
hour). 

A New Volunteer’s Story:
It’s been pretty much one year since 

I’ve started coming to ACAM on Sat-
urdays to help out and I fi gured it was 
about time I helped contribute in a dif-
ferent way. Not with the aircraft or the 
displays, but with the newsletter.

Let me introduce myself for those 
who I haven’t offi cially met or may 
have crossed paths one Saturday in-
side the museum. My name is Colin 
Wilmshurst, a Halifax native and recent 
graduate from the NSCC Aircraft Main-
tenance Engineer program. Even more 
recently, I’ve started working out of #3 
Hanger at IMP, helping overhaul our 
poor old Sea King fl eet. I am currently 
working on aircraft #404, which is in the 
later stages of it’s overhaul (or TLIR as 
it’s commonly known), I am working on 
installing fuel cells and working to build 
up the 2 sponsons (installing the landing 
gear and emergency fl oats). Although 
the aircraft industry is new to me, I’ve 
always been fascinated by aircraft and 
developed the skills needed to work on 
them from working on and modifying 
cars (Have you ever seen a home made 
turbo-charger kit for a Honda?). I am 
drawn to older aircraft, mainly from the 
WWII era. I can’t explain it, but I could 
look at pictures and read about those 
aircraft for days on end without even 
blinking an eye.  Enough about me, why 
don’t we move on to the purpose of seg-
ment: my experiences so far while at 
ACAM.

My very fi rst experience with ACAM 
was on a cold February day and truth-

fully, was not the greatest event I have 
experienced. It had nothing to do with 
the Museum or the friendly folks I hung 
around with all day...in fact, it was far 
from it. There were 2 main reasons why 
my day didn’t go so well: 

1.) I was tired and hung over. No, 
I’m not afraid to admit that I had a bit 
too much to drink the night before and 
stayed out way too late. Come on, we’ve 
all done it, right? 

2.) I was under dressed. Although it 
was a cold February day, I had fi gured 
that I would be inside all day and that a 
light jacket would be fi ne. WRONG! I 
guess I should have paid more attention 
to the message on the web page stating 
“dress warmly”. I caught myself looking 
around for large slabs of beef hanging 
from hooks. “This place is like a meat 
locker”, I said to myself while I huddled 
in front of a small counter top heater. By 
the time I left that day, I was frozen solid 
from head to toe.  Lesson learned...but 
things would only get better from here 
on in. The cold and Gene’s stories were 
not enough to scare me off! 

The following week I arrived equipped 
with long underwear, gloves, hat, winter 
jacket and a lower blood alcohol level. 
Gene quickly took me under his wing, 
and I started work on an old 40’s era 
Pratt & Whitney WASP radial engine. It 

seemed like a great opportunity to me, 
given my taste for older aircraft, but I 
had no idea what I was in for. The en-
gine was in pieces all over the work-
shop and in a state of disrepair. I had 
absolutely no experience working with 
these engines, but luckily ACAM had 
acquired some older overhaul manuals 
to use. Some major pieces of the engine 
appeared damaged beyond recognition. 
After seeing many of the pieces, I began 
to wonder if the engine would ever come 
together, let alone look presentable to 
the public. I soon learned about Gene’s 
taste for body fi ll and I knew that every-
thing was going to be ok...cosmetically 
anyway. After some time had passed 
and some progression had been made, 
the old engine started to look better and 
better every week. What seemed like 4 
years in the making, the WASP fi nally 
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Top: Loading the helicopter on the 
trailer. 
2nd From Top: Driver Gary Dill 
stands in front of the helicopter be-
fore the long tow back to ACAM.
3rd: Rick Berry, builder and donor of 
the helicopter poses with it just before 
it departed for the Museum.
Bottom: Gene and John pose with the 
helicopter at ACAM that night. 

Top: Arriving at ACAM after being on the road for over 3 hours. C-GLYE ar-
rived safe and sound on Dec 22nd. A great Christmas Gift for the Museum.hristmas Gift for the Museum.hristmas Gift f
Bottom: Unloaded just before being moved into the hanger. Mr. Berry had a
great setup for moving the machine around. More info in a later issue!

came together over a three weekend 
span, involving close to ten different 
people in those three Saturdays. From 
hoisting the engine block, to installing 
each of the 9 cylinder heads, it really 
was a group effort, start to fi nish, and 
couldn’t have been completed without 
everyone’s help. Thanks to all who had 
a hand in its fi nal assembly! 

With the WASP engine now complete, 
it was time for me to focus my efforts 
elsewhere. One quick scan around the 
large hanger revealed a treasure that ev-
eryone walks past and seems to pay no 
attention to: the Cessna L-19 Bird Dog. 

This aircraft has sat unattended for 
some time now and it’s about time to
See Volunteer - Continued on Page 9

ACAM’s New Helicopter
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Silver Dart Gallery Renovation
Since the last issue of the newslet-

ter our small build team has been very 
busy. We have completed all of the 
framing for the project and have man-
aged to hang 95% of the drywall in the 
project area. We have some minor dry-
wall left to install on top of the wall 
once the electrical has been pulled. In 
January, the team switched to building 
cabinet inserts and shadow boxes for the 
project. We will pull all the electrical in 
the Spring, just prior to the crack fi ll-
ing.  Our team has done very well and is 
on  time at the time of writing. Over the 
next few weeks we will complete shad-
ow box construction and installation. At 
that time we will either begin construc-
tion of all of the frames for the cabinets 
or move onto electrical and crack fi lling 
depending upon temperature in the gal-
lery. Remember, our team is working in 
an unheated building and weather does 
play a part in what we are able to do at 
that time. 

Some interesting facts: As of Feb 2nd 
our team has worked 468 man hours of 
construction time on this project. We 
have cut up and installed 167 lengths 
of 2x4’s of various sizes, hung 27 4x12 
sheets of drywall, cut up 20 4x8 sheets 
of MDF for cabinets, driven over 2000 
screws of various sizes, used up 3/4’s of 
a box of 18 gauge air nails and used a 
litre of wood glue. We have made 1.5  
garbage cans of MDF dust, shared nu-
merous laughs, enjoyed ourselves and 
improved our community. If these things 
seem rewarding to you, you should come 
out and join our team!  

Fundraising is progressing, however 
on a bit slower pace then we originally 
anticipated. See page 7 for more infor-
mation on Fundraising. Our thanks to all 
of you who have supported this project 
with donations.  At the time of writ-
ing we have materials enough to keep 
us busy for the remainder of the winter 

Top Pair: Framing up the wheelchair 
ramp wall in late Nov, early Dec. 
Middle 3 Photos: Drywall work in 
progress. 
Bottom Pair: Drywall work largely 
completed. The wall will allow more 
exhibit space for art and photos.

Above: Entering and exiting the Mu-
seum will look different with the new 
wall area. The column at the end of the 
wall will house a computer welcome 
kiosk, self guided tour brochures and 
the donation box. 
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Above: The 10 Busts donated by Col-
well’s in Mic Mac Mall.
Right: 1 of 2 full sized mannequins 
donated by Tip Top Tailors in Bed-
ford. 

Mannequins and Busts: 
Recently, I acquired 2 mannequins 

from Tip Top Tailors in Bedford Place 
Mall on behalf of the Museum. I would 
like to thank my long time friend, Rich-
ard Grabina, Manager of Tip Top in Bed-
ford for his support of ACAM. Richard 
supplied us with 10 busts about 7 years 
ago. We have since placed all those busts 
on exhibit in the Museum and these new 
full sized mannequins will be used in 
the new Airliner Alley exhibit space be-
ing built in the Silver Dart Gallery and 
should be on display this summer. 

Shortly after Tip Top Tailor’s dona-
tion, we were supplied with a further 10 
busts by Colwell’s. Ron Cunningham  
arranged this donation. These busts are 
largely complete and will really help us 
put many more uniforms on public ex-
hibit. Our thanks to Andrew Colwell, 

but we need to increase our intake in 
the exhibit development area so we can 
purchase all of the additional lighting 
and shelving infrastructure to complete 
Phase 1 of our work. Carpet fundraising 
is only slightly below where I had hoped 
it would be by this time. However, the 
time is coming where we must redouble 
our efforts to raise money if we are to 
keep to our timeline. Ron Cunningham, 
Michael White and myself need your 
help to raise funds. As in the past, I have 
attached a donation form and donations 
will have tax receipts issued. 

These photos show various cabinets 
and pieces that have been manufac-
tured from MDF over the last few 
months. 
Top Left: Hatch covers.
Far Right: Cabinets mounted in the 
wall for artifacts and mannequins 
and busts to display uniforms.
Left: 10 Shadow boxes mounted along 
the wall. Each requires a custom built 
center section that is missing in these 
photos.  We will be able to put a lot of 
our smaller artifacts that have been in 
storage for years on exhibit in these 
cabinets.

President of the company.  Colwell’s 
is located in Barrington Place Mall. A 
number of these busts will be incorpo-
rated into Airliner Alley as well, allow-
ing some of our large uniform collection 
to be put on exhibit. These donations are 

very important to the Museum as man-
nequins and busts are very expensive.
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Last Update Jan. 29  
Donor Name    Squares    Total 
Michael White (Emera)   33.6 $1,176.00
Quality Airport Hotel   15.0 $525.00
Joe MacDonald    14.3 $500.00
Chebucto Ford Dealership   10.0 $350.00
Frank MacLoon    10.0 $350.00
Graeme Hicks    10.0 $350.00
Joe Mason    10.0 $350.00
Rob and Jodie MacIlreith   10.0 $350.00
Ken Estabrooks    8.6 $300.00
Bill Leeming    5.0 $175.00
Mountainview and Eastbay 
Complex (Regional Gliding School) 4.3 $150.00
Randy Boutilier    4.3 $150.00
Down East Hospitality Inc (Tim Hortons) 4.0 $140.00
MicMac Fire and Safety   4.0 $140.00
Father Craig Botterill   3.0 $105.00
Gary McMahon    3.0 $105.00
James Bond    3.0 $105.00
Peter Miller    3.0 $105.00
Jason Crowell    3.0 $105.00
Peter Austin-Smith   3.0 $105.00
Chris McVeigh    2.0 $70.00
Jim McCombe    2.0 $70.00
Ron Cunningham    2.0 $70.00
R. Purdue    2.0 $70.00
S. Richardson    2.0 $70.00
“Inn on the Lake” AGM Raffl e  1.7 $60.00
Brant Laidler    1.0 $35.00
Bryce Coyle    1.0 $35.00
Hubert Morgan    1.0 $35.00
Clifford Sherman    1.0 $35.00
J.D. Havill    1.0 $35.00
John Heard    1.0 $35.00
Lawrence Gordon   1.0 $35.00
Robert Dickison    1.0 $35.00
Robert MacDormand   1.0 $35.00
Total Squares Sold =   181.7 $6,361.00
Squares Left to Sell=   226.3 
Total Squares =    408

Silver Dart Gallery 
Fundraising

Exhibit Development Donations
HRM     $2,500.00
HIAA     $1,500.00
Rob and Jodie MacIlreith   $350.00 
W. Quigley    $135.00 
Jim McCombe    $105.00 
Frank Honey    $100.00
James Bond    $50.00 
Total Income    $4,740.00

Total Project Funds Total Project Funds 

Total Carpet Funds Required =   $14,280.00
Total Gallery Reno Funds Required =  $35,720.00
Total Project Funds Required =   $50,000.00

Total Carpet Raised =    $6,361.00
Exhibit Development Funds Raised =  $4,740.00
Total Project Funds Raised =   $11,101.00

Total Funds Left to Raise =   $38,899.00
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In the News

Air Cargo Takes Off for the 
Holidays

Dec 17, 2007 – Saint Nick will share 
the sky with some unusual guests this 
holiday season as Halifax International 
Airport Authority (HIAA) announced 
today that two huge Boeing 747 freight-
er aircraft – operated by Korean Air 
in partnership with Air Canada Cargo 
– will transport thousands of fresh Nova 
Scotia lobster to Europe and Asia on 
December 19 and 26. 

Carrying over 100 tonnes of prime 
Nova Scotia crustaceans, each fl ight 
will provide lobster enthusiasts overseas 
with a true Nova Scotia delicacy - just in 
time for the high seasonal demand. 

“We are always pleased to play our 
part in delivering seafood, a prime Nova 
Scotia export, to destinations around the 
world,” says Jerry Staples, HIAA Vice 
President Marketing & Business Devel-
opment. “These additional cargo fl ights 
create great business opportunities this 
time of year.” 

This news follows another airport 
highlight when earlier this month ABX 
Air of Wilmington, Ohio began a new 
air cargo service, in partnership with 
Worldwide Perishables - a major export-
er of seafood. Operating twice weekly 
using a Boeing 767 aircraft, the fl ights 
will connect in New York to various 
destinations in Asia. 

“December is typically our busiest 
month for air cargo,” says Staples. “And 
now with the addition of ABX Air, we 
expect this December to be the busiest 
cargo month we’ve ever had.”

It’s projected that 29,400 tonnes of 
cargo will be handled at Halifax Stan-
fi eld International Airport this year, up 

5% from 2006. Other cargo carriers op-
erating at the airport include Icelandair, 
Cargojet, Purolator and FedEx.

Parking at Halifax Stanfi eld 
International Airport

Halifax International Airport Author-
ity (HIAA) reminds visitors that parking 
rates at Halifax Stanfi eld International 
Airport (HSIA) will rise on January 7, 
2008. 

Rates on the surface lot in front of 
the terminal building (long-term) will 
increase to $3.00 per hour and $12.00 
per day, and the weekly maximum rate 
of $50.00 will be eliminated. 

Metered (short-term) parking rates 
will increase to $3.00 per hour. 

All rates include HST.
Park’N Fly rates will not rise. Park’N 

Fly provides 24/7 shuttle service to and 
from the terminal for $9 per day to a 
maximum of $45 per week (including 
HST).

Paul Baxter Appointed Vice 
President, Operations at HIAA

Paul Baxter has been appointed Vice 
President, Operations at Halifax Inter-
national Airport Authority, effective 
February 25, 2008. Mr. Baxter replaces 
Peter Clarke, who retired from the posi-
tion last year. Gord Duke, who served as 
Acting Vice President, Operations, will 
resume his position as Director, Opera-
tions.

Paul is currently Vice President of 
Operations and General Manager with 
Farmers Co-operative Dairy Limited, a 
position he has held for the past eight 
years. Prior to returning to Farmer’s, 
where he started his operations career 
many years ago, Paul held Director level 
positions with Medis Health & Pharma-
ceutical Services Inc. (now McKesson 
Canada), and with Coca Cola Bottling 

Ltd. at various locations across Canada.
Paul has earned a Bachelor of Science 

degree and a Master of Business Admin-
istration degree.

“Paul’s management, operations, lo-
gistics and supply chain experience will 
serve Halifax Stanfi eld International 
Airport and all of our partners very 
well,” notes Joyce Carter, interim Presi-
dent & CEO. “Safe and effective airport 
operations are at the core of what we do 
and I am confi dent that Paul’s exten-
sive senior management experience will 
strengthen this already effective and ef-
fi cient department.”

“I also want to recognize the dili-
gent work of Gord Duke as Acting Vice 
President, Operations and other staff 
members who stepped into new roles 
over the past several months and ful-
fi lled their duties admirably,” adds Ms. 
Carter. “I am extremely grateful to each 
of them.”

Halifax Stanfi eld International 
Airport Sets New Passenger Record

Halifax Stanfi eld International Air-
port (HSIA) set a new passenger record 
in 2007, serving 3,469,062 passengers, 
breaking the previous record set in 2006 
(3,378,601). 

“This latest achievement is shared 
with all of our partners – airlines, ten-
ants, retailers, all levels of government 
and the dedicated employees of Halifax 
International Airport Authority (HIAA). 
Our work to build a world-class airport, 
expand our facilities, and attract new 
carriers and routes has certainly paid 
off,” says Joyce Carter, HIAA interim 
President & CEO. “These activities, 
along with our focus on customer ser-
vice, have allowed us to grow our busi-
ness to record levels.”

The most signifi cant area of growth 
was in the transborder (United States) 
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and other international sectors, with a 
15.5 per cent increase in both categories 
over 2006. “Our research and business 
case for U.S. preclearance indicated 
that our transborder passenger activity 
would increase and we are delighted to 
see that happen,” says Ms. Carter. 

Cargo statistics are also forecast to be 
up over last year. “While our fi nal num-
bers are not yet in, we estimate that up-
wards of 29,000 metric tonnes of cargo 
was processed through Halifax Stanfi eld 
International Airport in 2007 – an in-
crease of about fi ve per cent over 2006,” 
says Ms. Carter.

Tom Ruth named President & 
CEO of HIAA

Tom Ruth has been named the Presi-
dent & CEO of Halifax International 
Airport Authority (HIAA). The an-
nouncement was made today by Frank 
Matheson, Chair of the HIAA Board of 
Directors. The appointment is effective 
Monday, January 21, 2008.

“Tom Ruth has exceptional senior 
management experience and an outstand-
ing record of achievement with two air-
lines - Canadian North and Northwest; 
a container ship fi rm - Oceanex; and an 
international logistics company - Liv-
ingston International,” says Mr. Mathe-
son. “The Halifax Stanfi eld International 
Airport is a major economic engine for 
our province and it’s vital that the se-
nior leadership of the Airport Authority 
brings the skills and experience that will 
see that critical role maintained and en-
hanced. We are confi dent that Tom will 
provide effective leadership both at the 
airport and in our community.”

“On behalf of the Board, I want to ex-
tend our sincere thanks and appreciation 
to Joyce Carter, who fi lled the President 
& CEO’s position so very well since last 
summer,” adds Mr. Matheson. “We are 
all very grateful for her hard work, lead-
ership and dedication.”  Ms. Carter will 
be resuming her role as Vice President, 
Finance and Chief Financial Offi cer on 
January 21st.

Below: Rhode Island ANG C-130J on 
the ramp at the NSIAS 05. No word 
on whether Canada’s Buck Thirty J’s 
will be stretched, like this one, or not. 

Government of Canada awards 
Tactical Airlift Contract

The Government of Canada has 
awarded a contract to Lockheed Martin 
Corporation for the acquisition of the 
Canadian Forces new tactical lift air-
craft. 

Tactical airlift is the lifeline of the 
Canadian Forces, providing reliable 
aircraft to quickly and safely carry pas-
sengers, heavy equipment and supplies 
over long distances in support of opera-
tions, or in response to crises, such as 
natural disasters. 

The purchase contract for 17 C-130J 
Hercules aircraft is valued at approxi-
mately $1.4 billion U.S., with an addi-
tional amount to be added in 2009 for 20 
years of in-service support.

Under the contract, Lockheed Martin 
Corp. is required to invest in the Cana-
dian economy, dollar for dollar, what the 
Government of Canada spends in pro-
curing and maintaining the aircraft over 
the life of the contract.

This announcement represents the 3rd 
major purchase of aircraft in the last few 
years behind the C-17 and Chinook he-
licopters. 

Volunteer - Continued from Pg 4
give it a new lease on life. So, after ask-
ing around to see how people felt about 
me tackling such a project and getting 
lots of positive feedback, I decided to 
take on the project. The aircraft seems 
to be about 80% complete, just missing 
a few odds and ends here and there. I 
think you all know that a few missing 

parts seems to be the norm at ACAM 
and believe me; this will not slow me 
down. In fact, Donnie and I have al-
ready made a missing bell-crank for the 
elevators and have created a template to 
allow us to fabricate a new, 1 piece rear 
window out of thin lexan. The interior 
seems to be missing the pilot’s seat cov-
er and fabric interior covers. This isn’t 
a big deal either...believe it or not, I can 
sew too!  

Future Saturday plans for the Bird Dog 
include (not necessarily in chronologi-
cal order): Removing corrosion from the 
battery tray and pilot’s fl oor close to the 
rudder pedals, spraying the inside of the 
belly with corrosion preventative spray 
now that the FOD has been cleaned up, 
installing the gauge panel & seats, in-
stalling the rear window (and buffi ng all 
of the remaining windows), installing 
(and rigging) the wings/fl aps/ailerons, 
and fi nally....paint it. After some discus-
sion one lunch at Tim Hortons, the gen-
eral consensus was to paint the aircraft 
in the Canadian Military scheme, and 
to leave the cockpit area untouched to 
help keeps it’s character (except for the 
corrosion issues on the fl oor mentioned 
above....this needs to be addressed).

  Well, I realize this segment hasn’t re-
ally gone anywhere and that I’ve written 
blabbed on for long enough, so I’ll just 
say that you all have been great to work 
with over the past year and look for-
ward to working with you all for years 
to come. I am actively trying to get new 
volunteers to come out, without much 
success. However, don’t be surprised if 
you see me with someone new in tow 
in the near future (and be on your best 
behavior). See you in the meat locker on 
Saturday!

Below: An L-19 in Army Colors
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Letters to the Editor
Any Google Earth fans out there? If 

so, you should visit  CFB Cold Lake Al-
berta, an air show was in progress when 
photo was taken during June 2004. One 
can see the Snowbirds and Thunderbirds 
lined up on the ramp.

Also one of the few fl ying airplanes 
I found is on fi nal for runway 31 at La-
Guardia airport in NYC  - only problem 
is, there appear to be two aircraft on the 
runway.
     Bill Leeming

Friday 28th December 2007
 Dear Sir,

I have just found and read the very 
interesting article in your Dec 2001/
Jan 2002 Newsletter on Flying Fortress 
AN525 and Flying Offi cer David Ro-

Dear ACAM,
I was feeling a little reminicent re-

cently and decided to check on the 
status of a project I was involved with 
sometime ago.  

I was the CH-147 Chinook aircraft 
commander for the airlift of the Canso 
back from the wilds of Labrador.  I re-
member this event fondly, particularly 
the way the aircraft appeared to want to 
fl y below the helicopter.  I recall as we 
slowly gained forward speed (this was 
an untested load and we were unsure 
how it would react to forward fl ight af-
ter so much exposure to the elements) 
how the value displayed on the Sky-
weigh digital indicator dropped indicat-
ing that even with the removal of much 
of the fabric from the wings the aircraft 
still wanted to fl y.  It ranks as one of the 
most memorable things I have done in 
my 26 years of service to date (much as 
a CF SAR pilot).  I continue to serve the 
CF at NORAD HQ in Colorado Springs 
and hope someday to travel to Halifax to 
see the restored Canso.

  Major Dave Kirkland
  NORAD HQ

mans.
I am a member of the Rotary Club of 

Great Britain and am organising a mo-
torbike tour to Norway next summer. I  
plan to visit Bygland church and the me-
morial to Flying Offi cer David Romans 
and his crew. If you know of any of F/O 
Romans relations who would wish to 
know of my proposed visit please would 
you pass on my email address to them. 

Also please might I have your per-
mission to reproduce your article for the 
members of my party?

 Yours sincerely, J.D.Parker.

Editor’s Note: I have asked Mr. Park-
er to send us some photos of his trip,  
and the memorial to F/O Romans and 
his crew for use in a future newletter.etter.etter

Blast From 
the Past

Museum member, Richard Stocker 
has sent some classic photos from his 
collection. These pictures were shot at 
NAS Argentia, NF on May 25 1963.              

Aircraft on display included a P3V-
1 Orion, USN C-54, C-121 Warning 
Star, USAF Beaver and a KC-97G. 
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ID Quiz

The quiz for this issue is shown at Right. 
Remember to be credited with a correct Remember to be credited with a correct 
answer you must supply both the name 
of the aircraft and the manufacturer. 

Bottom:  The correct answer for last   The correct answer for last 
newsletter was a Gippsland GA-8 man-
ufactured by Gippsland Aeronautics of ufactured by Gippsland Aeronautics of ufactured by Gippsland Aeronautics of 
Australia and was correctly identifed by 
Alan MacDonald. This particular air-
craft is owned by the US Civil Air Patrol 
and was photographed by the editor at and was photographed by the editor at 
the Cape Cod Air Show in 2007.

Funnies

Above: Received from several people via e-mail. The owner of this truck is hav-
ing way to much fun with balloons on the freeways in United States. You got to 
admit... that is funny! On Choosing a Profession: - An old 

southern country preacher from Geor-
gia had a teenage son and it was getting 
time for the boy to give some thought 
to choosing a profession. Like many 
young men, the boy didn’t really know 
what he wanted to do, and he didn’t 
seem too concerned about it. One day, 
while the boy was at school, his father 
decided to try an experiment. He went 
in to the boy’s room and placed four ob-
jects on his study table: A Bible, a silver 
dollar, a bottle of whisky and a Playboy 
magazine.

“I’ll just hide behind the door”, the old 

preacher said to himself, “and when he 
comes home from school this afternoon, 
I’ll see which object he picks up. If it 
is the Bible, he’s going to be a preacher 
like me, and what a blessing that would 
be! If he picks up the dollar, he’s going 
to be a businessman, and that would be 
OK, but if he picks up the bottle, he’s go-
ing to be a no-good drunkard, and Lord, 
what a shame that would be. Worst of 
all, if he picks up that magazine, he’s 
gonna be a skirt-chasing bum”.

The old man waited anxiously and 
soon heard his son’s footsteps as he en-
tered the house whistling and headed for 
his room. The boy tossed his books on 
the bed and, as he turned to leave the 
room, he spotted the objects on the ta-
ble. With curiosity in his eye, he walked 
over to inspect them. Finally, he picked 
up the Bible and placed it under his 
arm. He picked up the silver dollar and 
dropped it into his pocket. He uncorked 
the bottle and took a big drink while he 
admired this month’s centerfold. “Lord, 
have mercy”, the old preacher disgust-
edly whispered, “he’s gonna be a fi ghter 
pilot”
Received from Ralph Annis via Jim 
McCombe
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Chairman’s Message
From the desk of Michael Garvey

Wanted
Newsletter Items:
I am short of newsletter items 
again. This year is a particu-
larly busy year for me at work 
and I do not have as much re-
search time as I have had be-
fore.  If you can help out with 
stories and pictures, please 
send the information to me 
via e-mail or snail mail on the 
cover.  Thank you to those of 
you have sent some things in.
Compact Flourescents:
We are looking for a source 
of compact fl orescent lighting 
to change over some exsist-
ing exhibit areas.  It is a bit 
more expensive to replace but 
cheaper to run. If you can help 
out by donating some PAR 38 
CF lights it would help.
Steel Plate:
We are in need of steel plate 
that we can use for aircraft 
stands. All sizes and thick-
nesses are needed. 
Memberships:
There are still many outstand-
ing membership fees left to 
be paid for 2008. Please send 
in your $25.00 to cover your 
membership ASAP!
Computers:
We are looking for used P3 
and P4 Computers for use in 
future exhibits or for use as 
parts in other machines. Do-
nations can be dropped off for 
Rob at ACAM.

We have closed the books on 2007 
and as confi rmed by our fi nancial com-
mittee, we have managed to remain in 
the black for another year although fi -
nances are very tight and we must watch 
our expenditures with great care. It is my 
view that, although this has not been our 
practice in the past, we would be well 
advised to establish a fi nancial reserve 
to deal with any crisis that might unex-
pectedly crop up. To that end, we will be 
examining our income and expenditures 
carefully to see what can be done.

I will be meeting with HRM at some 
point to discuss their continued involve-
ment with the tourist desk. We will use 
every persuasive argument that we have 
to keep them on side. Our HRM coun-
cillor Krista Snow is one of our biggest 

fans and we will lean on her for strong 
support.

There is no doubt that the latest Amer-
ican security regulations will reduce 
tourism from The United States to our 
detriment. One way of compensating 
will be to make ourselves better known 
to the nearly half million residents liv-
ing within an hours drive of ACAM. 
This has always been a weak point in 
our sales effort but is one that we have 
an opportunity to correct

We are happy to report that Jim Mc-
Combe has agreed to join our team rep-
resenting ACAM to The Nova Scotia 
Aviation Heritage Association (NSAHA) 
for the 2009 Centennial events. With his 
Golden Hawks experience, he will be a 
great asset to us and to the Association.

AVRO Vulcan taking off. 
Photo By: Richard Stoker

Volunteer Updates:
- Welcome aboard to our newest vol-
unteer, Dan Sargeant. Dan has been 
helping out in the woodshop. 
- Reg and Glenn are recovering from 
recent surgery. Get well soon guys, 
you are missed! 
- Nicholas M continues his studies at 

MFC and is doing very well! Good 
job Nick!
- Happy 44th to Danny!  
- Our thoughts and prayers continue 
for Barry’s family while his dad un-
goes treatments. 
- Thanks to all our hardworking vol-
unteers!


