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The Atlantic Canada Aviation Museum 

Halifax International  Airport 

P.O. Box 44006 

1658 Bedford Highway 

Bedford, N.S. 

B4A 3X5 

Upcoming Meeting Dates: 

 
The next General Meeting of the ACAM 

Membership will be on June 6th at the 

Museum. This will be our 4th Annual 

Spring BBQ Event. Doors open at 6:15. 

 

Website: http://acam.ednet.ns.ca 

E-Mail: acam@ednet.ns.ca 

See Page 12 for more details. 

 

 

Planning for Improvement Continues 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: Planningf For Improvement continues. This 

winter, our design team began planning for exciting  

improvements in the Silver Dart Gallery. Details 

found on Page 9. 

 
Left: The 1340 Cutaway engine is in the process of 

being restored. 

Photos by: Rob MacIlreith 
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Two Dozen Aircraft 

Museums Later 
Story and Photos by Richard Stoker 

 
17,000 kms driven 

1,500 liters of gas consumed 

3 major ferry crossings undertaken 

24 aircraft  museums visited 

4 CDs of pictures created 
 

Summer, 2006, saw me undertake a 

museum v isiting holiday like no other - I 

came up with the idea of driving to my sis- 

ter’s home in Boise, Idaho, and visiting as 
many aircraft museums as possible along 

the way, not to mention numerous air- 

ports and other aircraft  locations as well. 

As ACAM President Rob MacIlreith 

indicated in the report on his summer trip, 

it is amazing to see what is out there, once 

you start looking. The first step was the 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Found on the dock outside the Bushplane Museum was this beauty. 

purchase of a pretty fabulous book - A 

Guide To Over 900 Aircraft Museums in 

USA and Canada - this was the starting 

point of the odyssey. Then it was many 

hours consulting Mapquest for the routing! 

My brother in law, when he heard of 

the trip expressed a desire to fly to Toronto 

and join the expedition - at the same time, 

daughter #2 suggested that since I was 

probably going that way, could I drop her 

off in  Kenora - so, off we went. I should 

mention that I live in St. John’s, NL, so 

ferry ride number one was from Port au 

Basques to North Sydney. Ironically, as 

I was driving west, the B17 Liberty Bell 

was flying east - I never did get to see it. 

The first stop was Edmundston, NB, 

where resides Avro Lancaster KB882, 

owned by the City of Edmundston, and 

lovingly cared for by Troy Kirkby, who  

happens to own The Spitfire Arms in  

Windsor, NS - really g reat pub food  

and beer. Troy’s hope is that the City  

will come up with funding to house this 

valuable aircraft under cover sometime 

in the near future; in the meantime, he 

spends parts of summers doing what he 

can to keep it in reasonably good condi- 

tion, no easy task in our Atlantic Canada 
weather.  http ://www.sp it firearms .com 

Next stop was the RCAF Museum 

in Trenton, Ontario - as Rob said in his 

article , the centrepiece of this museum is 

the reconstructed Handley Page Halifax 

A Mk VII NA337   - this aircraft, one 

of three in the world, was pulled out of 

a lake in Norway in September, 1995, 

and unveiled to the pub lic  some ten 

years later. The rest of the museum is a 

showplace for the aircraft of the RCAF 

over the years. Located on the edge of 

CAF Trenton, it was great to view the 

exh ibits with aircraft overhead all the 

time. They also have a vast collection 

of memorabilia in their main building, 

and its only a coup le o f hours from 

Toronto. http://www.rcafmuseum.on.ca 

After batt ling Toronto’s 401 and 

400 afternoon traffic, with brother-in- 

law in tow - the day of the “no liquids” 

embargo on air travel, no less, we headed 

North. Sault Ste Marie is home to one 

of the more unusual Canadian aircraft  

mus eums - the Canad ian Bushp lane 
Heritage Centre is housed in the original 

Ontario Provincial Air Services hanger 

on the banks of the St. Mary’s River, 

complete with slipways. The collection 

here is most ly bush planes, most of 

which spent time with the Air Serv ices 

organization, but there is also a signifi- 

cant collection of fire fighting aircraft, 

going back to the time when they liter- 

ally strapped tanks of water on the floats 

of Beavers. http://www.bushplane.com 

Further North, into the wilds of the 

Canadian Shield, and then one of the high 

points of the whole trip - the Vermillion 

Lake base of Wilderness Air - a bushplane 

company which services dozens of lakes 

and fishing camps with  a mixed fleet of 

Beavers and Otters - it was amazing to 

see the very aircraft we had seen in the 

Bushplane Museum alive and well and 

working for their living in this Northern 

Ontario setting - as pictures were being 

taken of the planes on the ground/water, 

overhead came a Beaver, heading for a  

perfect land ing on the water - just off 

the wharf where I was standing - pure 

mag ic!   http ://www.great -fishing.com 

I felt  right at home driving through 

the wilds of the Canadian Shield - a  lot  

like parts of Newfoundland - anyway, 
daughter was dropped off as scheduled 

in Kenora - a community which is more 

dependant on air and water traffic than 

vehicular for everyday activit ies, being 

situated on Lake of the Woods, and its 

hundreds of inhabited islands. Heading 
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The Otter and Beaver alongside the dock belonging to Wilderness Air. 

we visited an amazing provincial museum 
- the Western Development Museum, one 

of four operated by the province, each 

commemorating a major part of Alberta’s 

history. This one covered Transportation, 

and apart from many cars, t rains and 

boats, had a lot of aircraft - many involved 

with bush flying and the Commonwealth 

Air Train ing p lan - they also have a 

great display honouring the Snowbirds, 

which are headquartered at CFB Moose 

Jaw. h ttp ://www.wdm.ca/mj.html 
The Alberta Aviat ion  Museum is 

on the grounds of Edmonton Municipal 

Airport, one of two airports in the city. 

Th is collect ion is housed in a WW2 

double hanger, but on ly half is used 

for the display - the rest is a very well 

equipped restoration facility, which you 

are encouraged to visit. In their outdoor 

exhibit  area is a true oddity - a seemingly 

West along the Trans Canada High- 

way, we suddenly were on the prairies 

- so rt o f like being  shot from a gun 
- one minute hills, rocks and trees, the 

next  flat  lands as far as you could see. 

Winnipeg was home to two collec- 

tions - the Western Canada Aviation Mu- 

seum, housed in an old hanger on one side 

of the airport, and the Air Force Heritage 

Air Park, just outside the gates of CAFB 

Winnipeg. Again, at the museum there 

were lots of bush planes in evidence, 

but the stars of this exhib it had to be a 

Bristol Freighter (CF-WAE), and a Vick- 

ers Viscount (CF-THS). A lot of exh ibits 

on site here, but due to space limitations, 

pretty much crammed in, which made it 

difficult to get a good view of some of the 

exhibits. h t  t p  : /  / w w w . w c a  m . m b  . c a  

Across Winnipeg International Air- 

port, we found the Air Force Air Park - all 

RCAF aircraft, mostly all on sticks, but 

well preserved, including a lovely look- 

ing Harvard. On one side of the road to 

the general aviation section of the airfield, 

we came across three Beech 18s (C-45) in  
various stages of disrepair, just sitting in a 

fenced off field - one RCAF, two civilian. 

The Commonwealth  A ir Training 

Plan was an enormous pro ject o f the 

Second World War, and just about any 

community with  a runway  became a 

significant part of this project which  saw 

thousands of Commonwealth air crew 

trained for the war. Brandon, Manitoba, is 

a National Historic Site, commemorating 

this extraordinary accomplishment. There 

is little left  of the original base, which by 

all accounts was pretty vast, but the air- 

craft are housed in a huge double hanger, 

and they are working on restoring some 

of the other buildings that have survived. 

Funnily enough, the first exhib it we en- 

countered was a Bristol Bollingbroke, 

parked on the lawn of the local Comfort 

Inn! h t t p : / / w w w. a i r m u s e u m . c a 

The museum itself was packed with 

aircraft used during the war in the train- 

ing plan, plus an enormous collect ion 

of artifacts relat ing to the same period. 

The museum is on the grounds of the 

Brandon Municipal A irport, where we 

saw a real odd ity  - a  Dorn ier A lpha 

Jet (C-GCTA) - a privately owned jet 

trainer. East of Brandon we had visited 
the Southport Aerospace Centre, outside 

Portage la  Prairie, where there was a 

three plane exh ibit commemorating this 

airfield’s t ime as a  RCAF training base. 

West to Moose Jaw, Alberta, where 

fully functional Pacific Western Boeing 

737 - why, one might ask is that doing 
in a museum - the answer is that the air- 

frame had reached its maximum hours, 

and as such could never fly again. Lots 

of bush and training aircraft here, includ- 

ing a beautifully restored Mosquito, and 

flyable deHavilland Vampire, with US 

registration, but housed in Edmonton. 

http://www.albertaaviationmuseum.com 

South of Edmonton brings one to 

the interestingly named community of 

Wetaskiwin, home of the Reynolds fam- 

ily, and, not surprising ly, the Alberta- 

Reynolds Museum - again all phases of 

transportation, but with a large aircraft  

component, and also the home of the 

Canad ian Aviat ion Hall of Fame. The 

story goes that the Reyno lds family, 

having made its money in sales - cars, 

farm mach inery, etc - had a reputa- 

tion for trading anything for anything, 

and ended up with a vast co llect ion  

of vehicles, farm mach inery, and air- 

craft - they worked out a deal with the 

province to give their collection to the 
province, if the province would create 

a museum - boy, d id they ever - what  

a glo rious complex they have created 

- a lesson to other provinces to emulate. 
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The Aviation Hall of Fame ( http:// 

www.cahf.ca ) is displayed as a series of 

information panels, all around the perim- 

eter of the aircraft exh ib it. Again, lots of 

training and bush planes on display, but 

all sitting around a gorgeously restored 

DC3C (C-FIAE) which had been owned 

by the province’s Air Transportation Ser- 

vice. There was also an outdoor exhib it 

of more contemporary RCAF jet aircraft, 

and while looking  around at them, I 
noticed what looked to be a Grumman 

Avenger parked on the forecourt of the 

municipal airport . Anyway, we had to 

look and to our surprise drove into the 

parking lot of the airport - no fences or 

gates to be seen - the Avenger was real, 

painted in RCN colours, and belonging 

to a member of the aforementioned Reyn- 

olds family, as his private aircraft. A lso 

on site was a Bristol Freighter, late of 

Hawkair Aviation, apparently on its way 

back to the UK, for display purposes. h t 

t p : /  / w w w . m a c h i n e  m u  s e u m . n e  t 

The Calgary Aero Space Museum, 

once you find it - it is tucked away in one 

corner of Calgary  International - about 

as far away from the terminal as you can 

go, is a nice collection of, again, bush 

and training aircraft, but with an outdoor 

display area, which included yet another 

of Canada’s preserved Avro Lancasters 

(FM136) - across the display area was a 

deHavilland Twin Otter (CF-PAT) - the 

second off the Downsview assembly line, 

and reputedly having the highest flying 

time of any Twin  Otter - also having 

the distinction of having flown over the 

North pole more than any other aircraft in 

history.  h t t p : / /  w w w . a  s m a c . a b  . c a / 

The rest of that day was pure heaven 

for the plane watcher - Calgary Interna- 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Part of the beautiful Reynolds Alberta Museum Complex 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CF-101 Voodoo (101038) in Alberta looks like ours, but ours in the original. 

tional has had the foresight to set up a 

viewing area at the end of one of its main  

runways - needless to say, several hours 

were spent there, taking dozens of pictures 

of aircraft, mostly taking off, great shots 

- well within the range of my  300mm 

lens - including oddities such as a Piag- 

gio Avanti (C-GWRK) - definitely a great 

way to plane spot in relative comfort. 

The next  day found us in the tiny 
Alberta town of Nanton, home of the 

Nanton Lancaster Society Museum and 

the Bomber Command Memorial. In the 

early ‘60s, some of the good citizens of 

Nanton, even though Nanton had not 

been a Commonwealth Air Training Plan  

community, heard that the last of the Lan- 

casters (FM159), in  neighboring Vulcan, 

was going to be scrapped, got together, 
bought the machine, and towed it, back- 

wards, over the fields to Nanton, where 

it sat at the side of the highway for years, 

until the town got together and created a 

museum to house it - needless to say, it 

is a magnificent archive, but desperately 

in need of more space to adequately dis- 

play it - there are also bits of another 
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The Spruce Goose. Note the tail of the DC 3 under the wing. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evergreen Foundation’s Ford Trimotor under the Spruce Goose’s tail. 

group, and transferred our stuff to broth- 

er-in-law’s vehicle - he had to carry stuff 

to his family in the Seattle  area. Once 

again on the road, the next museum stop 

had to be the high point o f the whole trip 

- the Evergreen Museum in McMinnville, 

Oregon - the home of Howard Hughes’ 

Spruce Goose - funny story, here - when 

brother-in-law and myself first walked  

into the museum, I must have gone some- 

what catatonic, as one of the museum do- 
cents said to brother-in-law - “your friend 

has never been here before has he?” I 

gather I was standing stock still, with  

my jaw dropped, and eyes like saucers! 

The Spruce Goose is abso lutely 

mind blowing - it  is so huge, words can 

hardly describe the sight of this gargantu- 

an aircraft, dwarfing every plane around 

it - it is so big that its tailplane is wider 

that the wingspan of a B17, and the tip 

of its tail is eighty feet off the floor. Once 

you got past the size of this monster, you 

realized that there was a vast collection 

of other aircraft in the building - many 

of which are flyable - including a Ford 

Tri-motor which was being moved back 

into the museum, after a v isit to an air 

show. The Evergreen Museum has one 

building completed, two more under con- 

struction, and another two on the draw- 

ing board. http://www.sprucegoose.org 

To the West of McMinnville is Til- 

lamook, Oregon, where stands the largest 

wooden building in the world - covering 

a floor area of 7 acres; the hanger was 

built to house ocean-going blimps dur- 

ing WW2 - it is so huge, it could house 

eight fully inflated K class blimps (252 

feet long) -  today it is the home of the 

Tillamook Air Museum, one of the top 

five aircraft co llect ions in the United 
 

Lancaster (FM118) in the museum - a 

nose and a tail, as well as another dozen 

or so aircraft in various stages of restora- 
tion. http://www.lancastermuseum.ca 

Across the border, near my init ial 

destination of Boise, Idaho, we found 

a small museum in Nampa, Idaho, the 

Warhawk A ir Museum, which had a 

tremendous archival collection of WW2 

 

memorabilia - very much honoring US 

veterans, along with a couple of beauti- 

fully restored P40s, which had been used 

in the filming of “ Pearl Harbor” and a 

Mustang which was st ill undergo ing  

restoration, interestingly in full view of 

the general museum. http://www.war- 

hawkairmuseum.org 

In Boise, we added my sister to the 

States. The first aircraft you see is a 

Boeing 377 Stratocruiser - Mini Guppy, 

re-built to carry NASA space ship com- 
ponents.  http://www.t illamookair.com 

Going up the coast, we found a small 

airfield in Astoria, Oregon, where, just 

sitting on the ramp, was an operational 

Beech D18S (N70WW) - presumably in 

flying condition, owned by a resident of 
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Astoria. Crossing into Washington, we 

soon reached Seattle, home of Boeing 

- despite having moved their corporate 

address to Ch icago - the company’s 

presence there is enormous. The Mu- 

seum of Flight, in Seatt le, created on 

the side of Boeing Field, is a vast in- 

stitut ion , with exh ib its rang ing from 

The Red Barn - the o rig inal Boeing  

factory - to state of the art space ships. 

New to the Museum is one of two 
Concordes in the United States - walking  

through it, one is struck by how small 

it was, inside. Next to the Concorde, in  

the Air Park, is one of the Air Force One 

aircraft. There has recently been a huge 

expansion to the museum, in the form of 

two galleries, one dedicated to WW1, the 

second to WW2. They are great to view 

aircraft in the context of the times - lots 

of colored lighting and archival stuff all 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Seattle Museum of Flight’s M-21 / D-21 combination on the floor. 

around, but personally, I would rather see 

the aircraft displayed in a simpler setting, 

but I guess this is where the money is, 

when you are looking for lots of visitors 

to offset the huge cost of maintain ing 

these facilit ies. The o lder sect ion  of 

the museum does, in fact, show much 

of their co llect ion in a  more tradit ional 

manner. w w w. m u s e u m o f f l i g h t . o r g 

Boeing still use the field as an opera- 

tional runway, and one could see brand 

new aircraft go ing through their final 

preparations for delivery to companies 

all over the world, to judge from the paint 

schemes. One thing  you don’t often see 

is a new 737 second generation aircraft 

just in its undercoat ing - no co lorfu l 

paint job in sight. I also spotted a highly 

modified 737 off to one side, with a long 

pointy nose, and words on the fuselage 

indicating that it belonged to the Boeing 

Space and Defense Group - maddeningly 

I couldn’t get an angle to read the N num- 

ber, so don’t know much  more about it. 
Thirty miles to the North of the mu- 

seum is their Restoration Facility, located 

on Paine Field in Everett, Washington, 

where you can wander around, view the 

aircraft actively undergoing restoration 

and talk to the restoration technicians. 

One of the most significant planes here is 

 

a Comet 4, but they also have a number 

of cold war aircraft under restoration. 

Across the airfield is one of Boeing’s 

main production facilities - reputably the 

biggest building in the world - tours are 

available o f the plant, but unfortunately 

time did not permit a v isit, but we did  

go through the Boeing sponsored Future 

of Flight Aviat ion Center, wh ich was 

very high tech, but a bit of a rip -off, I 

thought - you paid admission for what 

was really a Boeing PR experience! 

http://www.futureofflight.org 

One thing we missed was the Paul 

Allen (o f Microsoft fame) co llect ion, 

but it was by appointment only, and al- 

though we were quite near to it, we had 

not made the necessary arrangements 

- I heard that the collection was mov- 

ing so I might get to see it in the future. 
Following family visiting in the Se- 

attle and Whitby Island area, we headed 

back to Boise through some truly amazing 

mountain passes - some reaching many 

thousands of feet above sea level, to get 

ready for the return trip East. Brother-in- 

law had heard about a firefighting base 

in Greybull, Wyoming, so we made it  

our first stop, and am I ever glad we d id. 

The airfield  was on a b luff h igh 

 

above the town of Greybull, and when 

we first pulled into the parking lot we 

could not believe our eyes - it was like a 

piston engine field of dreams. However, 

we discovered that there was a sign on 

the museum bu ild ing door ind icat ing  

that due to circumstances beyond their 

control, they were closed. Needless to 

say, we were very disappointed, and me 

being a good Canadian started back to the 

car - brother-in-law, however, wandered 
over to chat with someone who had just 

come through a gate in the fence, and lo 

and behold, we discovered that this was 

the day of an auction of all the aircraft, 

and if we wanted to have a look, we 

should check with the guy in the last 

hanger - off we went - sure - he said 

- just stay off the operational runway! 

Hawkins and Powers, whose aircraft 
were being auctioned, had once had the 

biggest firefighting fleet of heavy aircraft 

until a few years ago when they suffered 

three tragedies in the same summer - three 

of their aircraft crashed, with major loss 

of life  and the FAA halted all use of vin- 

tage aircraft as fire bombers - one of the 

crashes was a widely reported Hercu les 

whose wings literally broke off in flight. 

The company was u lt imately judged 
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The BIG hanger at Tillamook Air Museum. Note the P-51 in the foreground. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This C-119 shows its RCAF history off in Greybull. 

the planes had been bought by museums, 

but most of the spares, and the non-fly- 

able aircraft were destined for the scrap 

yard - a very unusual experience to say 

the least, but not one to have missed. 

Onwards through even higher moun- 

tain passes - one over ten thousand feet 

- no wonder my poor four cy linder 

eng ine was huffing and puffing , but  

we made it safely back into the flat  

lands. Here is where the dig ital gods 

obviously got upset with me - I lost a 

complete museum’s worth of pictures! 

Rapid City, South Dakota - the South 

Dakota Air & Space Museum, is situated 

on the grounds of Ellesworth Air Force 

base, home of the USAF B-1 Lancer fleet. 

They also have an extensive collection  

of USAF and USAAF aircraft ranging 

from a B-29 Super Fortress to a real B- 

1 - over thirty aircraft. I a lso got shots 

of a B-1 doing “circu its and bumps” . 
h t t p : /  / w w w . r o s y - 

i n n . c o m / 5 1 0 0 a 5 0 . h t m 

Anyway, to cut a long, sad story short, 

somewhere along the way, this folder of 

pictures has vanished into the ever after - 

no problem, says brother-in-law, you can 

come back next year and re-take them! 

Not being aware of the loss of the 

Ellsworth pictures we went merrily on 

our way to  Oshkosh, Wisconsin , and 

promptly got lost trying to find the airfield 

- one thing I d iscovered is that while the 

US Interstate road system is first class, 

signage and d irect ion wise, the state  

roads do not have quite the same level 

of sophistication. Anyway, we eventually 

found the museum, but now only had a 

few hours in which to cover a fairly large 

complex. The EAA AirVenture Museum 

is reputedly the world’s largest aircraft  

museum, with over 250 aircraft on display. 

not at fault, but the market for such air- 
craft had evaporated, and the company 

was bankrupt. It apparent ly staggered 

along until 2006, when all had to go, 

and we walked in on the final chapter. 

The fligh t line was incred ib le - 

PB4Y-2 Pr ivateers , P2V Nep tunes, 

C-119 Flying Boxcars (most of which 

seemed to be ex-RCAF), C-82 Packets, 
KC97s, an A26 Invader, C130 Hercules, 

and that was only the flyab le aircraft 
- far away in the desert was a row of 

similar aircraft, some in process of be- 

ing cannibalized, others turning to junk, 

plus acres of spares, such as engines, 

cockpits and wings. Apparently some of 

On one side of the field is Pioneer 

Airport - set up as a series of replica 

hangers of all the early aircraft associated 

with the airfield, and then in the modern 

build ing a number of d isp lays which  

somewhat reminded me o f the theme 

galleries at the Museum of Flight - lots 

of aircraft  on display, but all made p retty, 
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presumably for the tourists. The largest 

group of aircraft at this facility are experi- 

mental - the EAA (Experimental Aircraft 

Association) is the owner of the museum, 

after all -- there are a lot of racers, and 

also record breaking aircraft types, such 

as the round the world Voyager. h t t p : / / 

w w w. a i r v e n t u r e m u s e u m . o rg 

Ferry crossing number 2 came the 

next day, as we crossed Lake Michigan - a 

four hour crossing, but we avoided going 
through Chicago; then on to Kalamazoo, 

Mich igan, where we found the rather 

oddly named Air Zoo - another situation 

where there was a tradit ional display, 

and a new build ing which housed a very 

high tech multi-media “tourist” museum, 

which features a 3D WW2 Bomber Mis- 

sion movie. There was an SR-71 Black- 

bird on display, but it was lit in such a way 

that the absorbent paint just sucked in the 

beams of light, causing them to disappear 

into its skin, making it  almost invisible. 

The other part o f the museum, 

the original bu ild ing, featu red mostly 

naval aircraft, and a vast collection of 

uniforms which were on mannequins all 

over he place - as one of the guides told 

me - it made a very weird experience at 

night when you saw all these “people” 

standing around. A unique exhibit was 

a Curt iss XP-55 As cender, the on ly 

one ever built, with a pusher propeller 

at the rear o f the aircraft, and a canard 

front wing. http://www.airzoo.org 

The next stop was back in Canada 

- the Canadian Warplane Heritage Mu- 

seum in Hamilton, and home of one of 

only two flying Lancasters in the world 

(KB726) - there is someth ing special 

about being able to stand beside this air- 

craft and visualize its history - although 

this aircraft never fought in the war, it 

represents the thousands that did. It is 

now painted to represent the plane in 
which Andrew Mynarski, VC lost his 

life in 1944. The rest of the collection is 

equally interesting - again a lot of training 

aircraft, logical since what is now Ham- 

ilton international Airport was originally 

known as Mount Hope Airfield - a  WW2 

training facility and a majo r part of the 

Commonwealth Air Train ing Plan. This 

museum also has an active restoration 

programme taking place in full v iew of 

the visiting public - at p resent they are 

working on a Westland Lysander and a 

Bristol Bleinham, which , incidentally, 

is a composite of parts of many Bristol 

Bolingbrokes retrieved from all across 

the prairies. www.warp lane.com 

The next day found us at the Toronto 
Aerospace Museum, which is housed 

in the o riginal deHavilland hanger in 

Downsview; the jewel of their co llec- 

tion is the full size replica of the Avro 

Arrow - when we were there it was 

nearly finished - it was presented to the 

public in October - it  really  is an  amaz- 

ing project, especially  when you realize 

that the actual plans had been destroyed. 

Truly a beautifu l aircraft. Next to the 

Arrow is the collection of b its and pieces 

that comprise Avro Lancaster FM104, 

which for many years sat on a stick on 

the Toronto waterfront. The restoration 

of this historic aircraft is anticipated to 

be completed in ten years, or so - this 

Lancaster is one of eleven preserved in 

Canada, out of a total of twenty-three in 

the world. h t t p : // 
www.to rontoaerospacemus eum.com 

Bro ther-in -law hav ing been dis - 

patched back to Bo is e, I co llected 

daughter from a Winnipeg flight, and 

after a v isit to Toronto’s aircraft book 

and model mecca - Aviation World on 

Carlingview Drive ( http://www.avia- 

tionworld.net ) we set off for the East. 

Ottawa saw me heading for the Na- 

tional Aviat ion Museum, and daughter 

to the national gallery - d id I say she is 

a visual artist? I had had the opportunity 

to visit the museum in the summer, but 

due to employee sickness, was unable 

to access the new storage facility, so 

this was a great opportunity to visit the 
facility. The main bu ilding was much 

like it had been in the summer, but I 

took the opportunity to fill in some miss- 

ing pictures from my last visit. 

h ttp ://www.av iat ion .technomuses .ca 

The new storage facility is huge, and 

the museum is now able to house their 

bigger aircraft indoors for the first time 

- these include an Argus, a North Star, a 

Viscount, and their latest acquisition, an 

Air Canada DC-9. Did you know that they 

have a very rare Heinkel He-162 await ing 

eventual restoration? Part of the building 

is warehouse, part restoration facility. 

There are only guided tours available - 

you can’t just go in and wander around, 
so for the new building, it is worth check- 

ing with museum before planning a v isit. 

After a detour to the USA, to have 

lunch with a colleague in Maine - we 

managed to get lost in Vermont, but  

that is another story - we headed back 

into the Marit imes. Next  day we were 

on ferry ride number th ree - North 

Sydney to Port aux Basques - then a 

rap id twelve hour drive and we were 

home - almost five weeks to the day 

from departure, and what an experience. 

Apart from the aircraft, it was just 

the opportunity to see so many different 

parts of this enormous continent we live 

on, not to ment ion all the interesting  

people we got to meet. Funnily enough, 

when brother-in-law started our part of 

the trip together, he thought that aircraft  

were nice, but couldn’t understand the 

level o f interest expressed by people 

we saw in the various museums, both 

in Canada and the US. He was amazed  

at the conversations we found ourselves 

in, all over the place, and the fact that so 

many people knew about specific aircraft, 

where they were located, and what their 

past or future had been or was about to be. 

It was a conversation in Edmonton 

with an ex-RCAF member who reminded 

us that the Spruce Goose was now acces- 

sible in Oregon, and that the owners of 

the Summerside, PEI Industrial park were 

anxious to get rid of the three aircraft on  
display there. Then there was the gentle- 

man at the Toronto Aerospace Museum, 

who took pity on a couple of tourists, 

and opened the doors to his museum 

so that we could have a look, and who 

remembered talking to Rob and the boys 
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a few weeks earlier, and wished us well 

on our journey - small world, indeed. 

It is a small world in the v intage air- 

craft world, and one that I, for one, want 
to explore fu rther - roll on next  Summer. 

 

2009 Silver Dart Gallery Renovation Plan 
 

The Museum has come up with a 

build ing p lan to celeb rate the 100th  

Annivers ary o f Civ ilian Aviat ion in 

Canada. Our plan has been approved by 

the Board of Directors and is very ambi- 

tious. We will be completely renovating 

and modernizing the Silver Dart Gallery  

as our celebration. The original gallery  

is in desperate need of modern ization  

as most of the exh ibits in the gallery are 

20 years old. Some infrastructure will 

be upgraded, some rep laced and new 

infrastructure and exhibits added as part 

of the plan. Money and manpower will 

be a major factor in our success. 

The 2009 plan will see changes made 

to the following areas: 

- Rep lace the worn out green  

carpet in the gallery. 

- Increase the amount of lighting 

in the gallery. 

- Upgrade all the lights in the 

gallery to compact florescent lighting. 

- Delete 2 windows in the gallery  

that have been causing sunlight damage 

to some artifacts. 

- Gyprock 3 walls in the gallery  

to a height of 14’ from the main gallery  

level. 

- Add a 2 foot thick - eight foot 

wall between the wheel chair ramp and 

the main floor of the gallery. One side of 

the wall will have 3 new educational ex- 

hibits added, the other will have shadow 
box windows in it to display small arti- 

facts and collections that do not fit into 

major exhibit areas. A section of wall will 

have some of the framed prints on it. 

- The airliner wall wil l have 

shadow boxes added to it to display small 

artifacts related to the airline exh ibits 

- New cabinetry will be added in  

several exhibit areas. 

- Relocate the T-33 cockp it to the 

hanger to create a walk way between the 

nose of the CF-104 and the new wall for 

the educational exhib its. 

 

- Replace the temporary exh ibit  

walls with permanent walls complete 

with appropriate cases. 

- Upgrade all exhib it panels with 

panel art similar to the art work that was 

created fo r the Silver Dart and AEA 

panels. 

- Add several new computer ex- 

hibits in the gallery 

- Add a small theatre type exhibit  

on operations at Halifax Stanfield Inter- 
national Airport. 

- Relocate or retire several ex- 

hibits. Add several new exhib its to the 

gallery putting the gallery into several 

educat ional pods which will compile 

similar type artifacts and stories into one 

location to better tell the stories we want 

to tell. 

The Gallery walking plan will take the 

visitor through the gallery exh ibits in the 

following order (Entering the Gallery and 

staying to the left): 

- Theory of Flight 
- Flight in Nature 

- First Aerial Photo 

- AEA 

- Silver Dart 

Down the stairs to the main level 

- Jenny Exhib it 

- World War I 

- Conquest of the Atlantic 

- Balbo in Shediac 

- Aviation in 1920’s and 1930’s 

- Halifax Fly ing Club 

- Orville Pu lsifer 

- Bill Orr 

- Old Halifax Municipal Airport 

- 1931 Air Pageant 

- Notable Aviation Visitors 

- Air Traffic Control 

- How an A irport Works based  on 

YHZ 

- Halifax Stanfield International Air- 

port and its Community 

- Theatre Exh ibit 
- September 11th Exh ibit 

 

Continue to the tunnel entrance to the 

MacLoon Gallery. Return to the Silver 

Dart Gallery 

- BAe 146 Exhibit and the airlines 

that flew it. 

- Coast Guard Exh ibit 

- Bell 47 and Bell 206 Exh ibits 

- Aircraft Manufacturing in Nova 

Scotia 

- CF-104 Starfighter 

- Instrument Exhib it 

- Propeller Theory 

- Weather Education 

Walking up the wheel chair ramp to 

Information Center Building 

- Corporate Aviation 

- Air Atlantic  and Canjet 

- Eastern Provincial Airlines 

- Maritime Central 

- Trans Canada A irlines / A ir 

Canada 

As one can see we have made ev- 
ery effort to group similar exh ibits in 

educational pods. Many artifacts will be 

changing locations in order to put more 

artifacts on exhib it. Our design team has 

spent many hours in planning and has 

revised this plan several times to get the 

best display floor plan, using the space 

we have and building the pods around the 

aircraft in the gallery build ing. 

Funding: 

The Silver Dart modernization requires 

a substantial budget to complete the 

project the way that the Museum’s design 

team would like to see it completed. We 

need to fundraise in the order of $50,000 

to complete the project. Some items, such 

as carpet, are going to require long lead 

fundraising time. Other items, such as 

building materials, are going to be needed 

in the near future in order to allow the 

build team the time needed to complete 

certain build ing requirements on time. 

As I write this section of the newsletter 

in April, Ron Cunningham and Michael 

White are hard at work raising money 
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needed fo r th is p ro ject . The p ro ject 

budget will have little  support from our 

current operating budget as the Museum 

literally operates on a shoe string budget 

now. Support from the membersh ip 

is going to be important. While some 

corporate and government donat ions 

take months to solicit, it is our hope that 

the membership will contribute the seed 

money to get us started. 

To that end, we are selling square yards 
of carpet for $35.00/sq. in order to start 

the fund raising the $14,500 budget of 

carpet replacement. The building requires 

roughly 414 square yards of carpet tile  

to complete the room. Th is price will 

include repair and leveling of the con- 

crete floor and installation. The carpet in  

the gallery is the biggest expense in the 

modernizat ion process and we hope to 

have the carpet replaced by the Annual 

General Meeting in 2008. To help with  

the selling process, any person or busi- 

ness that buys 5 squares of carpet will 

receive a free one year membership to 

the Atlantic Canada Aviation Museum. 

Any person or business that purchases 

30 Squares will receive a lifet ime mem- 

bership to the Museum. All donations to 

the project will have tax receipts issued. 

The Museum will also be recognizing all 

donations to the purchase of the carpet on 

a sign that will hang in the Silver Dart  

Gallery until the end of 2009. 

For those members and businesses 

who would like to support the project, 

but would rather not donate to the carpet 

rep lacement, we are also going to be 

recognizing the sponsorship of individual 

exhibits. It is our hope that various busi- 

nesses and individuals will step up with 

the financial support that we will need 

to make th is plan a total success for the 

Museum. 

Your support is needed! Please find a 

donation form at the end of the news- 

letter that you can fill out and submit 

to the Museum with your donation 

towards our exciting renovation and 

modernization project. Tax receipts  

will be issued. 

 

Museum 

Notes 
 
 
Facility: 

In mid April, our team turned the wa- 
ter system on for the season. We will 

have to replace the caretaker’s sink due 

to age / corrosion issues. We also have a 

leak issue in that wall that has yet to be 

addressed as we go to print. 

The Province has completed the retil- 

ing of the washroom walls and hung 

the gyprock in the giftshop. They have 

replaced several electric heater units as 

well (Top Right). At this time, we are 

not sure when the roof project will be- 

gin, however, we have been told that 

they are finished all of the work that 

they plan to do inside the building. Our 

members will be purchasing and install- 

ing slat wall in the giftshop where the 

windows were removed (Right) 

3350 Engine Cutaway: 
Don Hirtle  has been working at cre- 

ating a bracket to mount a small motor 

on the 3350 cutaway (Top Right and 

Middle). This motor will be geared up 

in such a way to turn the cutaway over 

at a slow speed so that the public can 

view the engine parts moving. A cover 

will have to be constructed over the en- 

gine to keep little fingers away from the 

engine for safety. 

1340 Engine Cutaway: 
Gene and Colin have been making  

good  progress  on  the  1340  cutaway  

from a Harvard. This engine will have a 

stand built for it and eventually be reas- 

sembled for d isplay. At this time, resto- 

ration has been focused on small parts 
and minor painting. Stand design and a 

mounting ring have also been worked on 

throughout the winter as time allows. 

J-57 Engine Stand (Right) 

Also, during the winter Gene 
has cleaned up and repainted a set of 

tires for the J-57 engine stand and he 
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is cleaning up the stand in preparation 

for a quick paint job. The engine stand 

has required some work for a number of 

years, after being stored outside for al- 

most a decade prior to being moved in- 

side the MacLoon Gallery, several years 

ago. 

Jetstar Polishing: 
John Christie continues to polish the 

Jetstar as time allows. The aircraft looks 

much better and the finish is coming 

back to life slowly. 

Cabinets: 

In the winter session, the construction 
crew has been building cabinets for the 

following  exh ibits:  the  Navy,  CP-121 

Tracker, Avenger, and FPL. These cabi- 

nets total 4 display boards, 2 computer 

stands, 3 shadow boxes and 3 manne- 

quin cabinets. At the same time we are 

constructing a mannequin cabinet for the 

BAe 146 exh ibit in the Silver Dart Gal- 

lery. Our new cab inets should be com- 

pleted and installed for our opening in 

May. The new tools that were purchased 

for the workshop earlier this winter sea- 

son have been put to good use and our 

team is finding that construction in the 

shop is going well. Welcome aboard to 

our newest team member, Bill Moody, 

who has been helping out. 

Hanging Models: 
Gene Hamilton has finished building 

the stands needed to hang the 2 large 

RC Models built by Bryce Coyle in the 

Hanger. The Sea Fury and the Hawker 

Tempest have both been hung by Don 

Hirtle. 

BAe 146 Simulator 
Danny Price with the help of Gle 

McCarron and myself has mounted the 

head instrument cluster in the Sim- 

ulator and continues to work at kiddy 

proofing the simulator prior to opening 

it to the public. 
Scanner 

Thanks to Jim McCombe for donat- 

ing a scanner to the museum to use for 

scanning various photographs and docu- 

ments 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ID Quiz 
 
 
Right: The  correct  answer  for  last 

newsletter was a Shorts Sunderland, 

which was correctly identified by Rich- 

ard Stoker first. 

 
The quiz for th is issue is shown below. 

Remember to be credited with a correct  

answer you must supply both the name 

of the aircraft and the manufacturer. 
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President’s Message 
From the desk of Rob MacIlreith 

aircraft)) to the meeting to show them 

off to the membership. As I write this, 

we are searching for a guest speaker. 

Why not bring a friend with you? 

As there will be food served at this 
 

As the weather begins to turn nicer 

during  late April,  the  Saturday  Crew 

begins it’s countdown to opening. Tour- 

ism has requested that we open for the 

season on May 25th. Michael White has 

volunteered to be on site during the Vic- 

toria Day Weekend. Our summer staff 
will begin the same day Tourism begins. 

At this time we have not received notice 

from the government about our summer 

staff grants; this information always 

comes at the last minute. We look for- 

ward to your visitation. 

 
Painting the Voodoo: 

Our large project this summer is go- 
ing to be painting the Voodoo outside. 

In the next few weeks we will begin to  

marshal our resources for the project. 

On Saturdays, beginning in mid June, 

when the weather is nice we will be 

working on the aircraft. On days that 

the weather is poor we will be working  

on several other inside projects that are 

on the books. If you have a Saturday to 

help, we would appreciate your time. At 

this time we plan to make templates of 

the markings, pressure wash the aircraft, 

reprime the places where the paint is 

stripped to bear metal, fabricate screens 

for any holes in the aircraft. We will then 

be rolling the aircraft and repainting it in  

the same markings. 

 
Silver Dart Gallery Project: 
As described earlier, the Museum is 

planning a renovation of the Silver Dart  

Gallery. Fundraising is key to the suc- 

cess of this project and fundraising is 

something that no one likes doing. We 

currently have 146 newsletters that are 

shipped out either via mail or on-line, 

including our complimentary member- 

ships to supporters and other groups. If 

you have received this newsletter, I en- 
courage you to dig into your pocket and 

support our fundraising effort by writing  
a cheque to the Atlantic Canada Avia- 

tion Museum for a minimum of 1 square 

of carpet for this project. 1 Square is 

only $35.00 and a tax receipt will be is- 

sued. If everyone donated a minimum of 

$35.00 that would make up 1/10th of the 

entire project budget; which of course, 

is not enough but it is a start. As stated 

earlier, purchase 5 Squares will cover 

your membership for the 2008 Season 

and the purchase of 30 squares means 

you’re paid up for a lifetime. 

Our membership can also support our 

fundraising efforts by mentioning our 

project to friends and colleagues. The 

membership can help us out by identify- 

ing potential businesses or individuals to 
contact and forwarding the information  

to Ron Cunningham or myself. We will 

be recognizing corporate or indiv idual 

sponsors of various exhib its. An entire 

exhibit sponsorship can be purchased 

with a donation of $1500.00. The bot- 

tom right hand corner of the exhib it will 

have a company logo and name stating 

this exhib it sponsored by: Company 

Name or Individual Name Here. Re- 

member, our Museum has over 20,000 

visitors annually; this is a great chance 

for your business to showcase its com- 

munity support. 

If you would like more details about 

the plan, I will be happy to answer your 

questions at our June 6th BBQ event. 

Donations will be accepted that evening 

and tax receipts can be issued that night 

as well. 

 
Annual Barbeque: 
June  6th  is  our  4th Annual  Spring 

Barbeque. As the date of our Barbeque 

is historically significant, we are asking  

people to bring a piece of World War II 

memorabilia  (such  as  photos,  models 

or art ifacts, etc (items are not limited to 

event, please RSVP your attendance 

before May 29th, so we can plan for 

numbers. Danny Price has volunteered 

to run the grill and Gary McMahon will 

be purchasing the food. This event has 

been enjoyed by all in the past. It gives 

us a chance to get together informally, 
see what is new at the Museum and en- 

joy each others company. 

Lastly during the meeting, I will be 

taking 15 minutes to speak to those 

present about our Silver Dart Gallery  

Renovation Project and members of the 

fundraising committee will be on hand 

to accept your donations and issue tax 

receipts. 

Doors open at 6:15pm. Food should 

be served around 6:45. There will also 

be 20% off in the Giftshop with your 

paid membership! ~Rob 
 

Wanted 
 

Newsletter Items: 

I am completely out of news- 

letter  items.  If  you  can  help 

out with  stories and pictures, 

please send the information to 

me via e-mail or snail mail on 

the cover. 

 
Compact Flourescents: 

We are looking for a source 

of compact florescent lighting 

to change over some exsisting 

exhibit  areas. As  we  replace 

burned out lighting we will be 

using this new technology. It is 

a bit more expensive to replace 

but cheaper to run. If you can 

help out by donating some PAR 

38 CF lights it would help. 


