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Upcoming Meeting Dates:
The next General Meeting of the ACAM
Membership will not be until the Spring of
2006.
Seasons Greetings to our membership and
friends.

Avenger on Display
In this Issue:
- ACAM’s TBM Avenger on Exhibit
- Annual General Meeting Report
- Museum Notes
- Aviation Frequencies (Pt II)
and Much More
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Canada’s Only Fire-Fighting Avenger is at the
Atlantic Canada Aviation Museum
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On Saturday October 1st, a small
group of New Brunswick Wing volunteers
arrived at the Museum. It was a beautiful
morning with blue sky and warm temperatures. Their task, both fulfilling yet sad,
was the final assembly of the Avenger at
ACAM. As a member of the Museum that
had been working to make sure that there
was enough space to display the Turkey,
I was very excited to see the aircraft reassembled, but as it was the NB Wing’s
show, and the Halifax group stepped
back to take it all in.
First, with a small group, we moved
the aircraft out of the hanger and down
to the parking lot so the team would have
lots of room to reassemble the aircraft,
especially the mounting of the wings. As
the morning progressed and more people
arrived at the Museum to help or watch, I
was able to slip away and observe from a
distance as the N.B Crew worked and supervised others and I was amazed by this
dedicated crew. All of these gentlemen
are retired, yet they could outwork most

people present, myself included! However, while their work ethic was amazing,
it was the tenderness with which the old
girl was assembled that amazed me the
most. While the crew worked hard and
had a good time, occasionally, you’d see
a hand pat on the side of the fuselage or
a certain look and you would know that it
was a hard day for these guys.
Assembly of the first wing took a
little while longer than anticipated but
overall was smooth and once the first
wing was on, the second wing went much
quicker. With the assembly of the wings,
a second crew began to assemble the
horizontal stabilizers and vertical fin. Also
the ailerons were installed on the wings
and then the wings were closed up on
the aircraft. A couple of photos were taken
and then the entire aircraft was once again
hooked up to the boom truck loaned by
Aquaterra Resource Services Ltd., and
towed up the hill. Once at the top of the
hill, the aircraft was manhandled over the
lip of the hanger and inside. That ended

day one of the assembly.
On Sunday morning we reconvened
for part two. The New Brunswick crew
was joined by Donnie, Gene and myself.
First, the crew had to shuffle the aircraft
around slightly to unfold each wing
enough to hook up the aileron cables.
This was an oversight that was made on
Saturday as we needed to get the aircraft
back into the hanger as it was getting late
in the day and people needed to leave.
After the ailerons were all hooked up, attention was turned to the rudder and the
elevators. These items went on with a
few minutes of attention and all the cables
were hooked up. Locks were installed on
all the control surfaces and some touch
up painting done.
Lastly the aircraft was parallel parked
next to the Tracker in its current position.
We had a plan to park the aircraft with
some rollers but due to the physics of the
situation we ended up parallel parking the
aircraft the hard way, which was actually
quite easily done. Sometimes the best laid
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plans…
With some sad expressions and a lot
of pride, the crew said good bye to their
project aircraft of the last nine years and
loaded up to return to New Brunswick.
The weekend was a total success. The
Avenger looks magnificent in the hanger
and everyone that looks at her has great
things to say but they almost all use the
same word to describe her: “big”. The
Avenger is a huge aircraft and she really
does dwarf the Tracker sitting beside her.
With the Avenger’s finished restoration
plan the Museum has the only fully restored Fire Fighting Avenger in the Country that we know of. When one considers what the NB Wing had to start with
when they fished the wreck out of the
bush at Juniper; to what is on exhibit in
the Museum now, this restoration is nothing but amazing and is a piece of work of
which our Museum is very, very proud
of.

Above: Shortly after being towed down
the hill on Saturday morning for reassembly.

Above: Beginning the tricky process of
putting the left wing on. This wing took a
while to attach.

Above: Right wing going on. It went on
much quicker then the left.

Above: Clem (on steps) and Danny working on the tail section.

Above: Barry, Gary, Frank and Ken hold
the wing tip in place while its bolted on.

Gord and Don work on attaching the wing
while Michael and Mike look on.

Above: Don Hirtle running the boom.

Barry and Bill looking at the vertical fin.
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Above: The N.B. Wing crew (minus Bob Purdue) L-R: Clem Crocker, Don Henry,
Gord Neilsen, Frank MacLoon and Bill Leeming.
Left: Parked outside with the wings
folded prior to relocation in the main display hanger Sat. Afternoon.
Right: “It’s Big” by Gene Hamilton!
Below: This photo taken by Don Hirtle
gives you an idea of how tight the hanger
was getting when we partially opened one
wing when hooking up the elevator cables
on Sunday.

Above: Bill, Barry and Clem working at
the tail section.

Above and Below: Sunday photos.
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ACAM Thanks the
Following
for their Help with
the TBM Avenger
Project
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ACAM Thanks the
Following
for their Help with
the TBM Avenger
Project

Personal Donations By:
Mr. John (JJ) Lavigne
Mrs. Frances Perkins
Dr. John Christie
Mr. Fred Everett
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Above: Here is something that we do not do very often because everybody hates getting their photo taken but I think we managed
to get the “family portrait” with this photo taken by Ron Cunningham. These are the volunteers that were present on Saturday
as we finished up for the day. From left to right: Don Hirtle (behind truck), Graham Hicks (behind truck), Gene Hamilton, Barry
Rodenhiser, Clem Crocker, Don Henry, Gord Neilson, Danny Price, Frank MacLoon, Reg Clark, Ken Brown, Bill Leeming and
Rob MacIlreith.

Specifications:
Grumman TBM-3

Thirty Years Earlier

Powerplant: one 1,750hp Wright R-260020 Cyclone 14. 14 cylinder radial engine.
Max. Speed: 267 m.p.h. at 15,000’
Cruise Speed: 147 m.p.h.
Service Ceiling: 23,400’
Range: 1,130 miles
Weight Empty: 10,700 pounds
Weight Max. Take-off: 18,250 pounds
Span: 54’ 2”
Span Folded: 21’
Length: 40’ 0”
Height: 16’ 5”
Wing Area: 490 sq ft.
ACAM’s Avenger is a TBM-3e which is
a conversion of a TBM-3 with additional
avionics. It was later converted to a TBM3U which designated its role as a utility
aircraft. A role it performed in U.S. Navy
service until it was stuck off in 1963. From
1963 on, the aircraft served in civilian roles
until its crash in 1975. For the full story
on this aircraft see the July 2004 issue of
our newsletter, page 12-13.

Above: ACAM’s Avenger on May 20th, 1975 as seen from the air, shortly after its
crash at Juniper. Hard to believe that this is the same aircraft that makes up a most
amazing exhibit in our hanger 30 years later. This photo was received from Dr.
Steve Parkin and was run in the May 2002 issue of the newsletter. Dr. Parkin’s
eyewitness account of our aircraft’s crash is found in that same issue on page 5-6.
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Oops!
From Bruce Atkinson via e-mail.
ROMULUS, Mich. (AP) — A cargo plane
from Chicago landed safely at Detroit
Metropolitan Airport early Thursday after losing an engine that may have landed
in Lake Michigan. Federal Aviation Administration officials in Chicago say a
Kalitta Air LLC jet took off from O’Hare
International Airport late Wednesday. It
was bound for New York’s Kennedy International Airport when it reported mechanical problems with one of its engines
when it was 15 miles east of Battle Creek.
The Boeing 747-100 was diverted to Detroit Metro in Romulus, where it landed
without incident. No one was injured.
When the plane landed, flight officials
discovered the engine not only was a
mechanical loss, but was physically gone,
the FAA said. It was believed to have
been lost over Lake Michigan, but law
enforcement officials were searching the
Battle Creek area as well. The National
Transportation Safety Board was leading
the investigation and the FAA was lending support. Kalitta is based in Ypsilanti
and offers worldwide airfreight service.
The airplane is a 747 converted to
freighter (with side cargo door). Part of
the engine remains attached at the aft
engine mount. The airplane was climbing
thru 18,000 ft after departure from ORD.
The crew “sensed an event” but there
were no abnormal indications in the flight
deck (prior to the event). An on-board
mechanic went and looked out the window and saw the No.1 engine gone. The
airplane diverted to Detroit with an uneventful landing. The engine is suspected
to be in Lake Michigan. Data from initial
ground inspection: The engine departed
the pylon (the pylon is still attached to
the airplane) The separation is near some
welds that are discoloured. Part of the
outboard LE slat was damaged/missing.

ID Quiz

Above: To qualify for a correct answer, you must correctly identify the aircraft and
the manufacturer. Submit your answers to: acam@ednet.ns.ca or to the snail mail
address on the cover.

Above three photos show damage to the Boeing 747 after having “jettisoned” the
number 1 engine and making a safe landing in Detroit. Oops!!!
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First Arcturus Retired

In the News
Halifax International Airport Worth Over $1.1 Billion
to Provincial Economy
Halifax, N.S. – Halifax International
Airport Authority (HIAA) released the results of an economic impact study today
that calculates the total provincial economic benefit of Halifax International Airport and its aviation community at $1.135
billion for the year 2004.
The study, conducted by SGE Acres,
also reports that since operational transfer of the airport from the federal government, HIAA and airport tenants have contributed over $95 million in renovation and
new construction impacts, generating
some 1,345 full-time equivalent (FTE) jobs.
As well, the airport continues to play a
major role in tourism as a gateway to Nova
Scotia, with tourists accessing the province via the airport generating $368 million in tourism-related spending. The report concludes that Halifax International
Airport represents a major economic, fiscal and employment generator for the
Halifax Regional Municipality and Nova
Scotia.
“The airport continues to make a significant contribution to both Halifax Regional Municipality and the Nova Scotia
economy, in spite of the challenges that
have come our way,” says Eleanor
Humphries, President & CEO for HIAA.
“As an aviation community, we have
been able to respond and adapt our strategies to continue to grow our businesses
and diversify under changing circumstances,” she says.
The study shows that Halifax Inter-

national Airport has achieved consistent
growth over the past 15 years, resulting
in a 43 per cent increase in total gross
output for the provincial economy and a
59 per cent increase in employment since
1989. A key area of growth has been in
aerospace activities by tenants that are
not directly impacted by the economic
challenges facing air carriers.
For 2004, the report calculates a wage
and salary impact of $364 million, a retail
sales tax impact of $19 million, and a personal income tax impact of $53 million.
The direct employment created by the airport was 5,490 full-time equivalent (FTE)
jobs – close to the population of the town
of Kentville. As well, the report attributes
a total of 11,910 FTE jobs to the airport,
which equals 2.7 per cent of Nova Scotia’s
total employment, with IMP Group, Air
Canada, and Air Canada Jazz employing
2,767 FTE staff or over 50 per cent of the
airport’s direct employment. IMP Group
is the largest employer with 1,400 FTE
employees. There are over 20 major commercial and industrial tenants leasing airport land.
Halifax International Airport is Atlantic Canada’s principal full-service airport
providing passengers and cargo clients
with access to markets across the country and strategic locations in the United
States and Europe. The Airport welcomes
over three million passengers each year,
making it Canada’s seventh busiest airport.

The Canadian Armed Forces have
retired CP-140A 140119 as part of a cost
saving measure. The other two Arcturus
will remain in service until the CAE Flight
Deck Simulator is installed at CFB Greenwood. 140119 will be used as a maintenance training aid at Greenwood now that
it has been retired. Eventually, all three
Arcturuses will be retired along with two
Aurora Patrol aircraft, no decisions have
been made yet with regards to disposal.
Only 16 of the 18 aircraft Aurura Fleet are
going to receive the AIMP upgrades. Final plans for withdrawl of the others are
on hold while acqusition of UAV’s for
coastal patrol is ongoing.
The 3 Arcturus were ordered in 1991
and were the last 3 P-3 airframes off the
Lockheed California assembly line. Unlike the 18 Auroras (first delivered in May
1980) the Arcturus aircraft do not have
any of the antisubmarine warfare related
systems. The Arcturus aircraft were
bought to support crew training, general
maritime recce, counter drug operations,
smuggling, fisheries patrols, pollution
monitoring, arctic sovereignty patrols and
SAR support
Below: 140119 performs at the CFB
Greenwood open house in 1999.

415 Sqn. Stands Down

Commuter Facility Opening Soon

415 Squadron was stood down on
July 29th. As reported before, its aircraft
and personel were absorbed by 405 (MP)
Squadron.

In preparation for U.S. preclearance next fall, work continues on the new commuter facility at the southend of the terminal building. Once complete in early 2006,
commuter airlines, including Jazz, will relocate their operations from the northend to
the southend . Passengers will benefit from an expanded holdroom, with access to,
new retail and food court, improved ground access to aircraft, and more gates.
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Technology Upgrades for Check-in and Gates
HIAA’s Airport Improvement Program is well underway with many visible
signs of progress throughout the terminal building. Installation of Common Use
Terminal Equipment (CUTE) has begun
in the ticketing and gate areas. This
project will provide new computer equipment at both the ticket counters and
gates. In the past, dedicated counter positions were leased by the airlines. Under
the new HIAA-owned CUTE system,
counters will be assigned as needed and
airline staff will be able to utilize any
counter position and log into their company specific computer system. Installation of the equipment is planned in phases
to minimize operational impacts, with the
initial transition at check-in counters taking place in mid-January.
The new common use equipment offers many benefits to airport operations
and airport users. The equipment will allow the community to be better served
through greater accessibility by airlines,
and improved flexibility provided by common use operations. The airlines will have
flexible access to gate positions to better
deal with weather delays and seasonal
fluctuations. CUTE also represents a

modern solution to capacity constraints
and will improve facility efficiency without a major capital investment to expand
the ticket counter and gate areas. Travelers will benefit from common use self-service check-in kiosks to be installed in the
Spring. With the introduction of CUTE,
HIAA joins most other major airports
across the country in employing this leading edge technology.

U.S. Preclearance Facility
Flying Along
Construction continues at the
northend of the building for the U.S.
preclearance facility, on schedule to open
in Fall 2006, and the permanent international holdroom facility. As well, work is
progressing on a covered walkway to
employee parking and a bus depot that
will facilitate the development of Hfx as a
homeport for the cruise ship industry.

Park’N Fly Rates to Increase
Effective February 17, 2006, HIAA
will increase parking fees in the Park’N
Fly™ lot to bring rates in line with comparable Park’N Fly™ operations at airports across Canada and the local market. Based on research of various parking
facilities and following consultation with
the Community Consultative Committee
and HIAA’s Rates and Charges Committee, the daily rate will increase to $9 per
day (from $8), to a weekly maximum of $45
(from $35). Rates at the terminal (long-term)
lot remain $10 per day and $50 per week.
Notice of these increases will be published in provincial newspapers on December 17, 2005.

HIAA’s long-term plan calls for
HIAA to offer customers a variety of service levels and pricing options in parking. To complete this strategy, HIAA will
be looking at a further investment to address long-term customer needs with the
development of a parking structure in
2006/2007.

IMP Addition
IMP has begun construction on an addition to their main hanger at the airport.
Rumor has it that the addition is for increased office and storage area and
should be completed sometime in 2006.

South End Terminal Expansion
(HIAA Photos)

Above: New Bus Depot being built on the
North end of the terminal. Below: The
permanent International Hold Facility.

The Atlantic Canada Aviation Musuem Newletter
Winter 2006
Page 11
DEDICATED TO THE PRESERVATION OF THE AVIATION HERITAGE OF ATLANTIC CANADA

Museum Notes

Above: Paul Tuttle’s World War I painting has been framed and mounted. As
well, the track lighting has been installed
over it. The case below contains some of
the World War I artifacts on display.
Left: Raised lettering has been added to
the tabs in the Theory of Flight Exhibit.
Carpet and baseboard are required on the
floor to help finish the area.

Bob Aikens’s Model Collection
Museum member Bob Aikens recently moved to The Rock and donated
his extensive model collection to ACAM.
As mentioned last newsletter, Glenn and
Danny had been working on building a
pair of cabinets that were designed by
Barry. The project is coming right along.
A few kits need to be added to the cabinets at the time of writing. A key is being
developed to identify the collection and
some finish painting will need to be completed in the spring.
Since out last newsletter, we have
received a generous donation of the glass
shelving from Kidston Economy Glass.
This donation represented a major saving for the Museum. All the glass was cut
and polished to size so that all we had to
do was unwrap the glass and install it in
place.
Bob Aikens was born in Nova Scotia.
Bob started his modelling career building

the Gullow’s balsa and paper kits along
with the Strombrecker basswood stuff.
Bob built his first plastic kit circa. 1950 an
Aurora F-94 (with balsa glue), he cut the
canopy open with a penknife. At age 11,
Bob spent the summer in the Boston area
(Haverhill), and brought back Lindberg
kits and several of the old Aurora WW1
series. Bob says he tried building everything, but airplanes were for him. While
teaching high school in 1970, Bob made a
conscious decision to try to “do this stuff
to the best of my ability.” He bought an
airbrush from Mike Larisy, when Maritime
Hobbies and Crafts was where the Delta
Hotel is now on Barrington St. and is still
using same airbrush! Bob is still trying to
get the best out of himself. Bob notes
that he has maybe 20 un-built kits and
that he is not a collector, just a builder,
and he is still having fun! Bob currently
lives in Newfoundland.

Above: Museum member Bob Aikens.
Top Right: Our thanks to Kidston
Economy Glass for the donation of the
glass shelving to this exhibit.
Right 3 Photos: The Aikens Exhibit in
late December. Finishing touches will be
applied in the spring as we get closer to
opening. The exhibit can be found on the
wall behind the CF-100 in the hanger.
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Short Museum Notes
Facility Notes:
- Water was turned off for the season
in mid-November.
- The Hanger wall damage was sealed
in late November. This damage
occured late last winter when the snow
load on the roof was shed and the ice
cake damaged the wall leaving several small holes in the wall. Barry and
Rob closed in the holes and sealed
them with caulk.
- The Hudson was rewrapped for the
winter in late Novemeber. This job had
to be carried out again this winter as
some homeless people cut the tarp off
the Hudson last year to use it to protect themselves from the elements.
While rewrapping the Hudson, we
discovered a hole that was cut in the
compound fencing. This hole will have
to be repaired at a later date due to the
weather.
- Gene has been working at changing
one of the cameras from the hanger
into the tunnel area so that it improves
our security.
- The Link Trainer has been moved
over by the CF-104 Starfighter in
preparation for the assembly of the
BAe 146 Simulator in the spring.
- Work began on the Boardroom
project just prior to Christmas Break
when we emptied out library 2 and the
manager’s office. These 2 rooms and
the hallway between them will be
merged into one large room to be used
as a meeting area. The room will be
insulated so it can be comfortably
used in the winter as well.
It is difficult to say what is impossible, for the dream of yesterday is the hope of
today and the reality of tomorrow.
- Robert H. Goddard.

- Recently relaxed radiation protocols
will allow us to to reopen the Argus
Sim in the future.
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ACAM’s History of Service Learning
By Rob MacIlreith
The idea of Service Learning is not
new at the Atlantic Canada Aviation Museum. In years past, our Museum has
partnered with Leslie Thomas Junior High
School, the school where I teach, to complete a large-scale project for the Museum. Our first project was completed in
1999-2000, as a trial project when 4 students and myself began to lay the foundation for the Museum’s website. That
project proved to be a success, but not
without several teething problems.
By 2001, several bugs in the process
with planning, funding and the school
were worked out and we undertook building the Airfields of the Maritimes exhibit,
a great success! In 2002-2003, we undertook 2 major projects. The Airfields of
Newfoundland and Labrador completed
the Airfields exhibit and lead to the overhaul of the tunnel exhibit area as a side
project by ACAM members. The Airfields
Project also lead to a Service Learning
Video by Heartwood that was sent to every school in the Province, showcasing
service learning. Our group was one of
three case studies in the video and I have
received requests for information and
planning from other schools based on
this video. Also in 2002-2003, a second
group of students built the cabinets for
the Sabre exhibit and Museum members
installed the cabinets and exhibit at a later
date. 2002-2003 was a significant year as
Piercey’s: the Building Material People
came on board as a supply partner for the
Museum and they have been a major help
to these projects, providing materials to
the Museum at a discounted rate.
In 2003-2004, the Museum and school
built the Old Halifax Municipal Airport
Diorama, located off of Chebucto Road.
This project was a real hit with the students and we filled a major hole in our
Halifax Municipal Airport Exhibit with the
diorama. 2002-2003 saw the Halifax International
Airport
Authority,
Clearwater Fine Food and the Halifax
County Local of the Nova Scotia Teach-

ers Union join the program as funding
partners in the exhibit, along with
Piercey’s continued support.
During 2004, I wanted to see the
Museum undertake an exhibit that could
be used by teachers to help teach outcomes Theory of Flight in the Grade 6
curriculum. The Museum hopes that this
investment will help increase our school
visitation in the late Spring and early Fall
when we are open during school hours.
For the 2004-2005 project, we decided to
pursue developing a Theory of Flight
exhibit where the students built many of
the components for. The overall project
was a huge scope as it required the moving of several major exhibits and the building of some new infrastructure in the
Museum. It also required intense effort
on the Museum’s behalf to accomplish.
The results to date are nothing less the
spectacular and I am very pleased with
the progress of the volunteers to date.
This exhibit area requires some more work,
on the Museum’s behalf, in order to complete all of the additions in the area.
The Halifax International Airport
Authority, Clearwater Fine Food and the
Halifax County Local of the Nova Scotia
Teachers Union, again joined us to fund
the students part of the Theory of Flight
project. Piercey’s, again came to help the
Museum with materials and they continue
to play a vitally important role in ACAM’s
success. The 2004-2005 project required
a lot of coordination between the Museum and school on my behalf to make

sure that everything went smoothly; I was
extremely pleased with the performance
of all involved.
Service Learning has allowed us to
expose students in other classes to the
Museum as well. In addition to these
projects that are well documented, former
students have completed other smaller
scale projects for the Museum such as,
our coloring book project by Katie
Hillman. and a PowerPoint presentation
by Justin Fizzard. and Issac Tracz. that
will be on display for the 2006 season on
our Harvard restoration.
Now, in 2005-2006, the Museum, with
the help of Leslie Thomas, are going to
produce another major exhibit. At the time
of writing Halifax International Airport
Authority, the Halifax County Teachers
Union Local and Clearwater Fine Foods
have agreed to sponsor the students work
again this year. I was very pleased when
HIAA and Clearwater called in August to
confirm that the school and Museum
were going to do another project this year
and both companies offered their support
before they had received the project proposals! Piercey’s has agreed to continue
their sponsorship as well.
This year the students are constructing a 4’ x 8’ diorama of the Halifax International Airport, a very large diorama, therefore, we have to use a smaller scale then
our last diorama. Thanks to Karen Sinclair
and Keith Connor of the Halifax International Airport Authority for providing us
with the contour maps and aerial photos

These photos show students cutting out layers of foam core for the contours.
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of the region we are going to map. The
data provided is an absolute must for the
project.
This years project has also seen a
major positive change in the program at
the school level. Instead of having just
one group of students participate in the
project, 2 other teachers, Malcolm Captick
and Mike Blennerhassett at LT, have
joined with me in promoting Service
Learning with their students, this means
that there will be many more students
participating in our program this year then
ever before… a good thing for all involved! At the time of writing we have
already exposed 31 students to the
project, almost double the number that
participated last year!
When the students return from the
Christmas Break, a group of grade 8 and 9
students have volunteered to begin the

Left Column Photos: Students from Mr. Capstick’s homeroom glue the layers of the
contour map together, after having learned about contour lines in their Social Studies class. The students used 4 litres of glue to put all the layers of the map together
in about 40 minutes.
Above: Mr. Capstick’s homeroom group pose with this year’s Service Learning
project after they had glued the map to the base of the project. Some of these students
later volunteered to put plaster on the map and sand it down prior to a coat of paint to
seal the entire unit in early December. All of sanding and painting was done after
school.
I am very excited about this year’s
process of wiring the exhibit with 40 cir- project and expect to see it complete in
cuits to light up various parts of the ex- time for the Student Showcase event at
hibit, such as runways, taxiways, roads, Leslie Thomas in late April, early May,
building locations and other landmarks with delivery to the Museum to follow
around the airport.
that event! I am very proud of my students and the things that they have acCross Curricular as Well:
complished. As one student remarked,
Besides improving the students “this project is really cool because when
building skills and looking at the hobby its done, it’s going to a Museum where
of diorama building students have been everyone will be able to see it for years to
exposed to a number of cross curricular come and not in the garbage like most of
componets in this project as well such my other project work does at the end of
as:
the year.”
- scale useage.
My thanks to the Museum Execu- contour map reading skills
tive, Funding Partners and School Ad- electricity and electronics
ministration for allowing us to put such a
- wood working skills
unique and successful project together
- finishing skills
for another year. For more infomation on
- measuring and proportion
our past projects, see the LTJH Website:
- and many others.
h t t p : / / w w w. l t j h . e d n e t . n s . c a /
servicelearning.htm
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Annual General Meeting

The Annual General Meeting went
off well on October 29th. Although the
AGM was held two weeks later then
usual this year it was fairly well attended
with just over 30 people being present
for the event. Each year we are required
to have such a meeting to elect new officers and complete any business required
by our governance package including a
report on operations by the President and
a finacial report by the Treasurer. [Copies
of these reports can be obtained electronically from the President for members
that did not attend the AGM].
The Board of Directors was reappointed for the 2005-2006 Operations period by those members present. Later, at
a Board of Directors meeting the Executive Committee Members were appointed
to run the day to day operations of the
Museum; they consist of:
Rob MacIlreith - President
Barry Rodenhiser - Vice President
Gary McMahon - Treasurer
Danny Price - Secretary
Rob MacIlreith reported that the
Museum had a banner year in terms of
display improvements and achievements
made by the volunteers. Rob also reported that there are several major areas
of concern that must be dealt with by the
Province. Mike Garvey promised that
these issues will be the major focus of

the Board of Directors this coming year.
In fact, the Planning Committee of the
Board has been working on these items
for many months now, with efforts headed
by Frank MacLoon.
Gary reported that the finances for
the Museum were in good order and that
ACAM remains in the black. Although
fundraising is something that we must
continue to work at and improve.
Also at the AGM there were 2 major
presentations: The Volunteer of the Year
Award was presented to Don Henry of
the NB Wing for his contribution to the
Avenger Restoration Program. Don was
involved with the program since day one
and contributed over 1/3 of the total hours
of restoration time over 9 years.
A second presentation was made to
Michael White to recogize his long term
and valued contribution to the Museum
in the shoulder season year. [The period
from when our summer students return
to school until the Museum closes for
the season.]
A BBQ lunch was provided with
Danny and Gary cooking. Great job guys!
Everyone enjoyed lunch.
The fundraising print was won by
Reg Clark. We raised just over $130.00 for
the Museum with the print.
Frank MacLoon then introduced
Don Henry as our guest speaker. Don

Left: Mike Garvey, Chairman, Board of
Directors.
Center: Rob MacIlreith, President
Right: Gary McMahon, Treasurer.

Top: Mike Garvey Presents Michael
White with a Special Recognition Award.
Middle: Mike Garvey Presents Don
Henry with the Volunteer of the Year
Award.
Bottom: Don Henry as our guest speaker.
(Dave McMahon Photos)
spoke of the Avenger restoration and its
recovery from the alder swamp at Juniper. Don also told a few interesting side
stories along the way and his talk was
very much enjoyed by everyone.
Thanks to all those that helped make
the AGM a great success.
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News Shorts
BRAC Announcements for New
England:
The Base Realignment and Closures Commission has made its recommendations
and these have been accepted by Congress and the Defense Department.
In Maine, NAS Brunswick will be closed
instead of being realigned as a Naval Air
Field. Also, the Maine ANG will now retire all of their KC-135Es and upgrade to
KC-135Rs instead of being a mixed force.
The Mass. ANG base at Barnes will see
the 104th FW lose all their A/OA-10As
and re-equip with F-15C/Ds transferred
from the 102nd FW at Otis ANGB. The 102nd
will be disbanded and Otis is rumoured
to be on the next round of base closures.
Last Military F-104 Flight
The Italian Air Force retired their last 2 F104 Starfighters when they were flown to
disposal on Oct 31st, 2005. There are now
no military operators of the 104 left in the
world.
RSAF F-15’s in Halifax
Saudi F-15’s that stopped at Halifax as
reported in the last newsletter were on
their way home from RED FLAG. They
are homebased with No 92 Squadron from
King Abdullah Aziz AB. This was the first
time that the RSAF participated in RED
FLAG in 25 years.
Maritime Patrol Aircraft
Canada has officially withdrawn from the
US Navy P-8A Multi Mission Maritime
Aircraft Program (MMA) [based on the
737 series of airframes] and has decided
to extend the Aurora Fleets service life
until 2025 instead. The Aurora fleet is in
the first stage of upgrade with new
electro-optics and infrared sensors including a Wescam MX-20 sensor from L3 Communications. This portion of the
upgrade should be complete by 2008.
CF-188 Upgrade Program
The CF-18 Upgrade program has seen 52

Aviation Related Frequencies (Pt 2.)
Fredericton Airport - (CYFC)
Frequency
119.000
126.700
124.300
122.875
130.375
270.800

Service
Fredericton Radio
Halifax FIC - RCO
Arr/Dep - Moncton ACC
Diamond Aviation Ltd
Air Canada Dispatch/Load/AGRIS
Arr/Dep - Moncton ACC

Moncton Airport - (CYQM)
Frequency
120.800
121.800
122.75
124.400
128.650
122.500
122.150
122.725
123.500
128.950
130.375
131.275
131.750
131.925
236.600
275.800
384.800

Service
Tower
Ground
Apron
Arr/Dep
ATIS
Halifax FIC - RCO
Shell Aerocentre
Terminal Ops
Moncton Flight College
Purolator (Flt’s Op’d by??)
Air Canada Dispatch/Load/AGRIS
Westjet Ops
Bulmer Aircraft Service
Federal Express
Tower
Ground
Arr/Dep

Editor’s Note: Of course, ACAM takes no responsibility for the information transmitted on these frequencies and reminds you that it is illegal to transmit on these frequencies unless you are liscensed and authorized to do so. In future issues, we will
list some frequencies at other airports for your “listening pleasure”.
of the 80 aircraft completing Phase 1.
Phase 2 begins in Oct 2006.
Phase 1 improvements include:
AN/APG 73 radar (similar to F-18C)
New IFF
Radios
Mission Computer
Phase 2 includes:
Color cockpit displays
Link 16 Datalink
Chaff and Flare dispensers
Helmet Mounted Sight
Defensive electronic Suite
AIM 120C AMRAAM

The SRAAM program has been deleted
from the project.
Transport Upgrades
Canadian Air Force Development Plans
for Transports is looking at a $5.1 billion
calling for:
15-20 C-130J
15 new SAR aircraft (the C-27J is seen as
the leading contender)
20 new CH-47 Chinook helicopters [Editors Note: Our old Chinooks are still serving with the RNAF faithfully, 3 are currently in Afghanistan. Everything thats
old is new again?]
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In the Air and on the Ground
Left: MV-22B Ospery at Halifax International. The Ospery is here to undergo
another season of icing trials. This year
the Ospery is based at Halifax International as opposed to CFB Shearwater.
Trailers have been added around the Air
Canada Hanger for the project.
Last seasons icing trials in Nova Scotia
resulted in a change in the windshield
wiper fairing to prevent icing on the
blades when flying in icing conditions.
(Ken Brown Photo)
Top Right: Comorant practicing in the
Harbour with the Coast Guard.
(Ken Brown Photo)
Left: AH-64D visiting from the UK for
icing trials. Seen here at CFB Shearwater.
(Ken Brown Photo)

Below: Marine Corps C-130J from VMGR-352 “Raiders”
based at MCAS Miramar, CA., seen at the Avitat in late November. Nice to see some color on a C-130 again!
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Above: RAF Special Forces Green C130K (XV197). The cargo in the back
was moved to an RAF Gray C-130J and
the 130K was still at IMP a week later.

Above: RAF Gray C-130K (??209) Was
parked at IMP after the December storm.
An AFRC was parked beside it but hidden by the snowbank.

Above: KC-130T (164999) from VMGR234 “Rangers” lifts off from a snowy
YHZ in mid-December. VMGR-234 is
stationed at NAS-JRB Fort Worth, Texas.
Below: An Aurora airframe sits on the
ramp at IMP looking in a sad state of affairs with two engines removed, devoid of
paint, the nose cone, radar and FLIR removed.
(All photos by Rob MacIlreith unless
noted otherwise.)

Above: Boeing 757-2Q8 (OH-LBR) belonging to Finnair takes off runway 23
at Halifax in mid-December. Finnair is
operating charter service between
Halifax and Helsinki between Nov 8th,
2005 and March 28th, 2006.
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President’s Message
From the Desk of Rob MacIlreith
First let me wish the membership a
belated Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year! Our 2005 Season was a excellent
year and I am very pleased to announce
the finalized grade on our Nova Scotia
Museum Audit. The Atlantic Canada Aviation Museum came first with an overall
grade of 84%. This grade is slightly higher
than the unofficial results that we reported
at the Annual General Meeting. This is
the third audit in a row that our Museum
has rated the number one position during our Audit year. The Audit is an important tool to let the Executive know that
we are on the right track in preservation,
documentation, exhibit and infrastructure
in keeping with the best practices of the
NSM’s Community Museum Assistance
Program (CMAP) guidelines. I have had
many people ask me, “Why do we put so
much time and effort into preparing for
the audit?” My response is that the Audit forces the Executive to address all the
needs of the Museum and to make sure
that we are a well rounded organization
who is putting the best overall product
out there for the viewing public as possible.
The AGM was held in Oct., at which
time the Board of Directors was re-elected
with no changes in the roster. Later at a
Board Meeting, the Executive was reap-

Wanted!
We are looking for a
supply of square or
round steel, as well
as, some steel plate
to build floor stands
for several aircraft
this winter.

pointed for the 2006 Season. I am very
happy to see that our entire hard working
executive has opted to volunteer for another year. Congratulations to Don Henry
for being the recipient of the Doug Ordinal Volunteer of the Year Award. Don is
a hard working member of our very active
New Brunswick Wing. Also, a special presentation was made to Michael White to
recognize Michael’s contribution to
ACAM over the last number of years in
running the Museum once our summer
staff has returned to school. This is a
very important contribution as it allows
the Museum to exploit the shoulder season tourism sector, mainly seniors, which
enjoy visiting our facility.
As we move into 2006, there are many
projects that are on-going at the Museum,
as has been documented in Museum
Notes. We are in need of several major
items this Winter that are not currently in
the budget with which we are looking for
help. Please let me know if you have information that would help us to find:
- A source of steel plate, tubing or
square stock to build some aircraft
stands.
- A stainless steel kitchen sink and taps
for the board room kitchenette.
- Cheap disposal method for the old
mattresses from the T-33 shipping.
- Someone to head up a fundraising program for new carpet / flooring project in
the Silver Dart Exhibit building.
- Someone to consider taking on the
role as the Museum’s curator.
Lastly, as newsletter editor, I continue to be on the hunt for story ideas
and support with the newsletter.
Thanks to all the volunteers that contribute to making our Museum the organization it is, I hope that you will continue to join us in taking our Museum “to
the next level”. As always, our doors are
open to new volunteers, we have many
projects that we would like to do and we
can always find a way to fit new people
into our organization.
Hope to see you at ACAM this winter!
Rob

Winter - Spring Projects
The Construction Crews at the Museum are underway, again. It will be a
busy and intersting winter and volunteer help will be required.
- Complete the Theory of Flight Exhibit area.
- Carpet.
- Covebase - baseboard.
- Cub Case
- Cub interactive
- Flight in Nature Segment.
- Pictures
- Text
- Signage / Tabs
- Fixtures
- Hanger Signage
- Hanger Weathering.
- BE 2 Clock stand
- Office Drywall repairs
- Lighting
-Complete the Bob Aikens Collection
Exhibit.
- Signage
- Key
- Bio.
- Remodelling the Library Annex, storage closet, managers office and hallway into a heated boardroom that can
be used to entertain and hold meetings.
- Repair and repaint the lobby wall
behind the tourism desk around to the
enterance of the Museum.
- Rebuild the BAe 146 Simulator.
- Build custom cabinets for the 434
Exhibit around the CF-5. The old cabinets will become surplus and will be
disassembled.
- Service Learning Project with Leslie
Thomas Junior High.
- Halifax International Exhibit.
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