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The Atlantic Canada Aviation Museum
Halifax International Airport

P.O. Box 44006
1658 Bedford Highway

Bedford, N.S.
B4A 3X5

Website: http://acam.ednet.ns.ca
E-Mail: acam@ednet.ns.ca

Upcoming Aviation Dates:

August 26th: Avenger Dedication
September 1, 2, 3: Stanley Flyin
September 9, 10: NSIAS at YHZ
October 7: Annual General Meeting and
Barbeque at ACAM.
Mid October: Museum Closes for the
season.
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Above: Museum Volunteers have begun to reassemble
the BAe 146 Simulator donated to the Museum by the
Nova Scotia Community College.

Left: The Avenger will be dedicated on August 26th @
2:00 pm. More information on the dedication is on the
back cover.

Photos by: Rob MacIlreith
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Museum Notes

Since our last newsletter, our small
team has been working on many projects
and has been making good progress at
completing several important tasks. As
always, I want to thank the members of
the Museum that comes out on a regular
basis and volunteers their time to make
ACAM the success it has become.

Facility:
The interior of the Boardroom project

was finally completed in July. The project
turned out as a first rate job with a func-
tioning kitchenette included in the room.
In addition, a pair of beautiful tables were
donated by Ken Matthews and delivered
to ACAM by Dave and Gary McMahon.
Frank MacLoon donated funds to pur-
chase a white board for the room that can
be used for teaching and planning ses-
sions. Chairs and a coat rack were do-
nated by John Christie. This project took

us 8 months to complete altogether. How-
ever, we are still in need of a siding re-
placement on the exterior walls of the fa-
cility. This replacement may or may not
be completed by the province as we are
still waiting for information on this sub-
ject from the appropriate government de-
partment.

Other projects completed in the fa-
cility this year included: repainting of the
lobby and washroom hallway, new art-
work being hung in the washroom hall-
way, painting of the time line, book of re-
membrance and Bell Kite triangles exhibit
cabinets. A new computer monitor was
installed in the Silver Dart exhibit with a
new Silver Dart computer presentation.
Carpet was installed on the mezzanine
level and stairs by Norm Gallant. Also, all
the cove base molding was installed on
the mezzanine, stairs and around the
World War I and Curtiss JN-4 exhibits.

These finishing touches really cleaned up
the mezzanine area nicely. At this time
there is still work to be done in this area
to complete the entire renovations but the
work is being completed as funds become
available.

Additionally, the utility space be-
tween the washrooms and the floor of the
electrical room was repainted by summer
staff. The road signage was repainted.
Slatwall was added in the gift shop cov-
ering in some of the old wooden wall in
this area. With the addition of slatwall,
some electrical had to be repaired and elec-
trical boxes extended as required.

The bad news on the facility front is
that the men’s washroom wall has now
bowed to the point that we are not sure
how safe it is and it has been shored up
with an “I” beam and 2 jack posts. The
province is aware of the problem as it
constitutes major repairs. We are waiting
to hear from the province as to what they
are going to do to rectify the situation.
The wall studs between the windows ap-
pear to have rotted through as they did
in the boardroom. We are hoping that the
province steps up and fulfills its lease
requirements as there is another entire
winter’s work for our volunteers other-
wise.

Grants:
As mentioned earlier, the Museum

has received funding for 3 summer staff.
We welcome Jamie Brown, Ashlee
Rushton and Stefan Sears to ACAM. To
date, we have been very pleased with the
staff’s performance. They have been run-

Above: Our completed Boardroom showing the kitchenette, new tables and chairs,
plus filing cabinets, TV and drop down projector screen. The white board in installed
on the wall behind the photographer.

Above: The repainted lobby and display
cabinets.
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ning all day to day operations and key-
ing in data to the computer as we hope to
complete the transfer of our records from
paper to computer this year. In addition,
the staff have been busy painting and
performing basic maintenance as we have
required. Well done, staff!

Rob Cunningham, as chair of the
fundraising committee, has completed a
grant proposal to HRM for some funding
for materials for cabinets and display
boards. I am pleased to report that the
Museum was awarded $4,600 and change
for materials towards these products. In
the near future, we will be ordering the

materials for the cabinets and museum
volunteers will begin construction as time
and manpower allows.

BAe 146 Simulator:
During the summer we have reas-

sembled some of the BAe 146 sim and are
waiting to hear back from the gentleman
who wired the sim, to see if he is willing
to come in and hook the system up for
us. The wiring bundle for this project is
significant and the way it was taken apart
by NSCC has left our members baffled as
to how it goes back together. A new base
was built for the sim to put it on wheels

Left: The computer
exhibit for the Silver
Dart and the Aerial
Experimental Asso-
ciation has been in-
stalled on the Mezza-
nine level overlooking
the Silver Dart Rep-
lica. The reader
boards has been sent
to the printer as the
newsletter was being
produced. Photos of
the complete exhibit
will be taken for the
next issue.

and we will be building a set of display
cabinets for some artifacts that will go on
exhibit as well.

Service Learning Project:
The map of Halifax International Air-

port built by students at Leslie Thomas
Junior High in the 05-06 school year, has
been set up and the plexi-glass cover for
the project has been delivered. Volunteers
have built a base for the map to sit on and
the entire project is now on exhibit in the
Silver Dart building. Eventually, the Navy
display will be moving down to the main
hanger and the Halifax International ex-
hibit will be on display beside the old
Halifax Municipal Airport. September 11th

will also be moved into this area and then
the back wall of the Silver Dart building

Above: The BAe 146 simulator is being
reassemble in the Silver Dart Exhibit hall
in the location the Link Trainer use to
be.

Above: The inside of the BAe 146 Simu-
lator.
Left: The map of the Halifax Interna-
tional Airport in August of 2004.
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will be civilian aviation in Halifax only.
Avenger Dedication:

As noted on the cover, the Avenger
dedication is going to be on Saturday
August 26th beginning at 2:00pm. In prepa-
ration for the dedication, a computer
power-point exhibit is being developed
as this is written. The Avenger boards
that were in the tunnel have been put up
behind the aircraft and the paint touched
up as required. If you are planning on
attending the dedication, please call your
RSVP to 902-873-3773 as soon as pos-
sible so we have enough chairs and food .

Bob Aiken’s Model Collection:
As noted in the last newsletter, the

Aiken’s collection cabinets were done.
However, the numbers and key for the
models had to be completed and these
were finished in mid-June. This completed
the exhibit in preparation for our next
NSM audit. (See photos Pg 5).

Canso:
During the summer, Don has had a

limited chance to get back to the metal
work on the Canso and is ready to begin
riveting some panels. Don has been very
busy helping us with the other projects
that have been going on during the win-
ter and he hopes to be able to drive some
rivets with some help over the next few
weeks and into the fall.

Flying Models:
We are pleased to receive 3 more fly-

ing models from Bill Babineau of Truro.
These models will be hung in the Silver
Dart exhibit hall as hanger arms are welded
and completed over the winter restora-
tion season.

Volunteers:
We continue to be short of volun-

teers at the Museum, with less than 10
people being available to work on a regu-
lar Saturday. We work on Saturdays and
new people are always welcome, skill set
does not matter as we have many projects
on the go and can always find something
to fit people in with.

Above: Dedication of the Avenger is set
for August 26th at 2:00 pm. Please see
the information list on the back cover.

Right: Remounted Avenger exhibit
boards in the hanger behind the Avenger.

Below: New donated flying models from
Bill Babinau of Truro. Bearcat, P-51D
Mustang and a P-38 Lightning.
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Above: Finished Aikens collection behind
the CF-100 in the main hanger.
Left: Bob Aikens F-104 Starfighter
model added to the Starfighter exhibit
case.

Left: ACAM’s Canso is a long term on-
going project as time and manpower al-
lows us to work on her. Don Hirtle has
completed some fuselage panels and we
are beginning to rivet these panels in
place.

Middle Left: The Lockheed Jetstar has
been getting a buff job from John
Christie. The shine and color to the air-
craft is beginning to come back as the
buffing removes oxidization from the
paint. Touch up paint and wax will be ap-
plied in the future.

Below: The Tracker stairs were closed
for a time this season as a safety precau-
tion. It was pointed out that a small child
could walk out between the railings. Gene
Hamilton has retrofitted extra vertical
rails to the platform and 2 pieces of  deck-
ing to each side of the steps before the
stairs were reopened to the public. Simi-
lar vertical bars were retrofitted to the
top of the stairs on the Jetstar as well.
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Tomahawk:
The Tomahawk has been moved

from storage in New Brunswick to Bill
Leeming’s gargage and restoration has
begun. The New Brunswick team has
been taking inventory of parts and be-
ginning to put the aircraft back together.
The Moncton Flight College has been
helping the Museum out with parts as
they become available. Bill reports that
they are making good progress on the
project.

The Museum will be mounting the
Tomahawk on a post at the Musuem
when the aircraft restoration is complete.

In the photo at right, Bill’s grand-
daughter and dog go for a flight!

In the Air and On the Ground

Above: Seaking 424 as seen from HMCS
Halifax off the mouth of the harbor dur-
ing a Family day cruise.

(Mark Peapell Photo)

Block of 4: B-17G Liberty Belle toured
Newfoundland and Labrador this sum-
mer. Here are some photos of the air-
craft while she was on the Rock.

(Bob Aikens Photos)
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This summer I had the opportunity
to travel with several Museum members
to the United States for the Thunder Over
Michigan Airshow and visit the USAF
Museum at Dayton, with stops in
Hamilton,  Toronto and Trenton at their
Museums. Here is a summary of our trip.

Day 1:
Departing Halifax bright and early at

7:15 am, our CanJet flight stopped in
Moncton after a short 19 minute flight.
Dave and I arrived in Toronto, met Gary,
rented the car and picked up Mark at
Pearson. Next we hit the road, destina-
tion US Air Force Museum in Dayton,
Ohio via New York and Pennsylvania. The
weather was very hot and muggy and the
drive was long. However, Day 1 of the
trip passed with little or no inconvenience
other than a sore butt from the long drive.
Total flight time 2 hours and 10 minutes.
Total drive time, a whopping 9 hours;
America is a lot bigger than it looks on
the map!

Day 2:
Cresting the hill, we saw the Museum

for the first time, of course the excitement
struck everyone right away. For Mark and
myself, it was our first trip to the USAF
Museum, while Dave and Gary had both
been to the facility before. It was an amaz-
ing site. I was very impressed by every-
thing that I saw. The first thing we did
was sign up for the bus to take us to the
Presidential and Research and Develop-
ment Hangars. Our contact at the Mu-
seum warned us that these tours fill up
very quickly and that passports would
be required for “foreign nationals” to visit
the facility as it is on the Wright-Patterson
Air Force Base.

Once sign up was completed, we had
20 minutes to look around before our bus
was leaving and we spilled into the World
War II hanger (it was closest to where we
were!) and began looking around. The site
of all of these historic aircraft, such as

Bockscar, the B-29 that dropped the bomb
on Nagasaki at the end of the war, left me
in total awe. I did not know where to start,
what to look at, there was just too much
to see and too much to take in. With my
Digital, I began rattling off the frames be-
fore going to the tour briefing. Out of the
WWII exhibit and into an auditorium… a
room that would have done any small
university proud for its shear size.

After the briefing, we had a short bus
ride onto the base with 50 minutes to look
around at the Presidential aircraft and the
X-Planes. I felt a bit of historic awe as we
walked through many of these classic

old girls, however, the 707 held me most
captivated as we looked at the spot  where
Johnson was sworn in and where
Kennedy’s casket was kept and where
Jackie sat on the fateful flight back from
Dallas. It was almost eerie in some ways.

The X-Plane hanger was nothing
short of amazing; with the XB-70 in the
middle of the hanger dwarfing the other
X-Planes. For me, the X-15 and the world’s
highest time T-33 with a revised nose and
refueling probe were some highlights but

ACAM Members Visit Thunder Over Michigan
By Rob MacIlreith

Top: B-29 Bockscar. Middle: Presiden-
tial Jetstar. Bottom: One of the Iraqi MiG
25’s that was buried in the sand.
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the X-3 and X-29 were very cool as well.
In what seemed like minutes we were get-
ting our warning to return to the bus and
head back to the Museum. A few quick
snaps and it was over all too quick.

Once back at the main museum facil-
ity, we all went our separate ways to see
things that we wanted to see. I tried to
work my way through slowly taking pic-
tures along the way but I missed a ton of
things as I later found out. The US Air
Force Museum facility is absolutely im-
mense, colossal in size, words cannot
describe it. As Mark later said to me it’s
not so much the artifacts that are impres-
sive, although they are, it’s the infrastruc-
ture that supports it as well. Consider this
fact, in one hanger there is a: B-1, B-2,
CF-100, F-89, KC-97, B-57, F-111, EF-111,
RF-4C, RF-4G, F-15A, F-16A and a host of
others that are too many to list here.
What’s more, the museum has raised
somewhere around ½ the funding to build
a fourth building where they intend to
park a C-141 Starlifter, all the Presidential
aircraft and a Space Shuttle in the future!

During the day the weather turned
somewhat ugly. I could hear the odd thun-
der burst in the Museum. As I made my
way back into the gift shop area where I
met Dave and Mark., the sky just opened
up and it poured. Winds were high, Gary
came along and we were all in the lobby
area when the winds pushed the doors
on both sides of the lobby open, making
a wind tunnel affect, which upset signs.
One hit Dave as it fell. As quick as it came
up, the rain and wind ended and we heard
that the wind knocked some trees over in
the memorial gardens. Tree branches and
leaves were everywhere. We later heard
that the Museum’s latest acquisition, the
C-141 Starlifter known as the Hanoi Taxi,
was damaged by the wind. The wind
broke the aircraft restraining chains and
picked it up and dropped it on a compres-
sor cart beside the aircraft, flattening the
compressor cart and punching a hole in
the bottom of the fuselage.

Before leaving for the day, we all went
to the IMAX after the rainstorm to watch

Fighter Pilot which was about RED
FLAG. It was pretty good, there were a
few mistakes in the movie, as one usually
finds with most Hollywood style presen-
tations if one looks hard enough. As we
exited the movie theatre, the Museum was
closing and we headed for the car. Dinner
and a trip to the supermarket for munchies
wrapped up the day.

Day3:
We checked out of the hotel and

headed back to the Museum  and had a
quick walk down the outside airpark, no
damage to the aircraft here from the storm.

This morning, we met with the Chief
Curator and had a behind the scenes tour.
Our guide, Danielle Almeter took us to
meet the Chief Curator in the conference
room, with windows overlooking the
World War II exhibits. We had a short
chat with Terry Aitken, the curator, and
discussed how their museum operates. I
found it very refreshing to hear that they
have similar problems to ACAM (not
enough volunteers, not enough space,
and not enough money) however; their
problems are on a much larger scale than
our own. I also found it interesting that
the Museum is changing its product to
be more tailored to woman. A recent study
indicates that in 70% of families, woman
are more likely to be the educator  for the
children and that woman will become more
engaged in the experience if the stories
are more human related as opposed to
aircraft related. This is something from
which  ACAM should learn and consider
as we move forward with our own prod-
uct development.

Once our meeting concluded,
Danielle escorted us back onto the base
to visit the restoration facility…WOW!
Here we meet Roger Deer, the restoration
chief and he showed us around their 3
restoration hangers! These included their
sheet metal shop, machine shop, paint
facility, work areas and storage. In the
shop are a number of projects, some that
are high priority, others that will be worked

Top: Memphis Belle undergoing resto-
ration. Bottom: Hanoi Taxi.

on as time and manpower allow. We saw
their Beaufighter being restored and saw
some of the new manufactured parts for
the project. We laid our hands on Mem-
phis Bell, who despite some reports is in
fair shape, although Roger estimates that
she needs 6 or 7 years worth of work.

Roger has 16 paid staff that are full
time and 50-60 volunteers that work one
or 2 days a week. Projects are picked and
prioritized by the General and restoration
team works to that schedule. For example,
the group was finishing up a P-47 that
was to be dedicated the following week.
While she looked pristine, she still
needed some assembly and to be moved
to the Museum. Also, in the hanger was a
Titan II rocket, the YF-23 and the Boeing
X-32, which was the looser in the Joint
Strike Fighter competition. There were
other aircraft in storage that we did not
see but the entire facility was amazing.

Danielle escorted us back to the
Museum, where she left us to our own
devices. Danielle was great having ar-
ranged everything for us and giving us
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Top: Less than 1/4 of the planes that are
in the Cold War Hanger. The B-1 Bomber
is 6 feet longer than our main hanger.
This will give one an idea of how big this
building is. Also parked in it are a B-36,
B-45, KC-97 and WB-50!
Above: Trainer formation at Thunder
over Micigan.

the VIP treatment including reserved
parking for the day. We made the walk

through the Museum, had a quick lunch
in the cafeteria, and got on the road for
the 300 mile drive up to the air show site
in Michigan where we met up with Ken
Brown and Kevin McMahon.

Day 4 and 5:
Thunder Over Michigan was a really

nice air show, but man it was hot, high
80’s low 90’s both days. The flying was

pretty good with the P-47 Thunderbolts
and a P-51 Mustang taking part in a World
War II battle reenactment, they were the
highlight of the show.  3 Hurricanes and
an ME-109E flying together were quite
good as well. Some other flying bits in-
cluded a P-51, P-38 and F-16. A Corsair
and an A-4 Skyhawk as the legacy flight.
2 Spitfires in formation. A B-17 and 2 B-
25’s in the circuit and of course the abso-
lutely fantastic Lancaster from CWH mak-
ing a couple of passes before departing
on Sunday. Leaving the air show site Sun-
day night, we made a quick trip over the
border, much to everyone’s surprise and
made it into London, Ontario for the night.
Kevin and Ken left us and flew home from
Michigan on Sunday night.

Day 6:
The next day we stopped in Hamilton

at Canadian Warplane Heritage for a quick
look around. It was my first trip and I en-
joyed the visit, although no one was
available to give us a behind the scenes
guided tour. I was surprised to see that
CWH does not rope their aircraft off. Their
facility is very clean and well laid out and
I was impressed by their work areas and
wood workshop facilities.

Back into the car and we stopped at
a couple of hobby shops heading to
Toronto where we visited the Toronto
Aerospace Museum. Paul Cabot showed
us around. It was neat to see their Arrow
replica and the old Lancaster (FM 104)
that was on the stick on the waterfront.
The Lanc is in many pieces and their team
is making good progress with their
project. They expect to have the Arrow
completed sometime around Thanksgiv-
ing. It is a huge airplane! TAM is set in
the old building in Downsview and is rich
in history.

Leaving TAM we headed to Oshawa,
where we dropped Gary off with a friend
before proceeding to Trenton to spend
the night.

Day 7:
We saw the Halifax in Trenton Mu-

seum and saw the Anson that their team
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is currently restoring. A first class job with
all the proper jigs built and the quality of
the work being done on the Anson was
first rate. The building that the Halifax is
parked in is not complete. We were told
that the Museum needs several million
dollars to finish the complex. However, it
is going to be a fantastic building when
complete. It is very architecturally attrac-
tive and will have a fantastic mezzanine
level overlooking their Halifax.

I walked through the airpark with
Dave and we took many photos of the
aircraft. I was surprised to learn that most
will not be brought into the Museum.
Several are in need of attention due to
being parked in the elements. Later I
walked through the main display Museum
and noted some nice exhibits, many of
which reminded me of ACAM about 10
years ago. Chronologically some artifacts
do not fit in where they are located. A

Top Left: ME-109E in the circuit.
Left: The Airforce Heritage Flight
makes a pass.
Above Top: Some reinactors pose in front
of Hurricane named Churchill’s Girls.
Above: One of the P-47D’s passes over
the American armour column during the
World War II battlefield reinactment. The
P-47’s stole the show with low passes as
can be seen in this photo.
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volunteer told me that this is something
that they will address as exhibits are
moved into the hanger display area once
it is finished.

After finishing at Trenton we drove
back to Toronto, did some shopping
along the way and arrived back at
Pearson. A 2 hour flight and we arrived
home ending our excursion. Thanks to all
the guys, I had a great time.

The trip gave me the opportunity to
see a lot of Museums that we compete
with in some ways. It was nice to look
around and see the things we are doing
well and see how some other organiza-
tions are creating their product. I believe
that ACAM is on the right track and hope-
fully we can continue to improve our prod-
uct as we grow in the future.

B-17 Yankee Girl.
Below: A-4 and Corsair
Below Right: MiG 17 gets airborne.
BelowRight Middle: Spitfire.

Above Left: CWH’s Lancaster. Middle: TAM’s Avro Arrow Replica. Right: Trenton’s Halifax restoration.
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In the News
Another Successful FOD Walk at

Halifax International

The second annual FOD Walk was
well supported again this year. Thanks to
all who gave of their time and resources,
and to all the companies who supported
the effort through generous prize dona-
tions.
Check out the stats below:
120 participants
Approximately $1,500 in donations going
to airport families in need
120 Oktoberfest sausages barbecued
160 hamburgers barbecued
Hundreds of bags of garbage collected
 A couple of security passes once lost,
now returned
38 Prizes given out (odds of winning a
prize were 1 in 3.16)

All this was accomplished in just two
hours on a Friday afternoon. Nice work
and again thank you all, because of your
support we now have a cleaner safer, en-
vironment.
See you next year!
Jason Turple - Continental Airlines
Jon Quinton - WestJet
On behalf of Airline Operators Commit-
tee

Phase Two of the 2006 Runway Res-
toration Program at Halifax Interna-
tional Airport is now underway.

Work during this second phase of
construction will take place on Runway
14/32, our secondary crosswind runway.
The runway will be closed throughout
this phase, which will take approximately
two weeks to complete. The work in-
cludes edge lights, sub-drains and man-
holes, shoulder work, communication
ducts and cables, and duct bank exten-
sions. As well, work will be done on Taxi-

ways B, D and H. This taxiway work
should not impact flights, as alternative
taxiways will be utilized.

Work carried out on our main run-
way (Runway 05/23) last summer, means
that it will be fully operational for the en-
tire duration of this year’s construction,
and its Category II Instrument Landing
System, our highest level of navigational
aid for pilots, will be available at all times.
As a result, low visibility conditions, such
as fog, will not affect landings unless they
are severe and fall below normal operat-
ing conditions for Halifax.

As with any major construction
project there are some risks to operations.
Although visibility will not be an issue
this year, very high crosswinds could
make it difficult to land on our main run-
way, therefore favouring the use of the
shorter one. Historical weather data from
the last 11 years indicates that those types
of winds are unlikely during the month of
June.

Our number one priority at Halifax
International Airport is making sure your
flight is safe. That’s why it is important to
ensure that our runways are in top condi-
tion and meet regulatory standards. Our
runways have reached the end of their
lifecycle and are in need of reconstruc-
tion. We simply won’t compromise when
it comes to your safety.

Be assured that while the work con-
tinues, we’re doing everything we can to
minimize its impact on airline passengers.
While we do not expect disruptions, if
extreme conditions occur and flights are
delayed, each airline will determine how
they manage flight schedules and get
their passengers to their destinations.
Passengers need to communicate directly
with their airline for this information.

If you experience any inconvenience
during your travels at Halifax International

Airport, please accept our sincere regret,
however, remember that your safe travel
remains our number one priority.

The Transportation Safety Board (TSB)
Releases Final Report on the MK Air-
lines Boeing 747 cargo Plane Accident

The TSB report concluded that the
speed and thrust settings selected by the
crewmembers in preparation for take-off
were incorrect for the weight of the air-
craft. The investigation found that the
crew did not receive adequate training on
the Boeing Laptop Tool, a computer pro-
gram used to calculate the take-off veloc-
ity and power necessary in light of fac-
tors such as fuel weight, payload, and
environmental conditions. The TSB in-
vestigators found that crew fatigue and a
dark take-off environment may have com-
pounded the likelihood of error. As a con-
sequence, the TSB called on Canadian
and international regulatory authorities
to ensure that crews of large aircraft will
be alerted in time when there is not
enough power to take off safely.

The TSB also expressed a concern
about the earthen berm, 1150 feet off the
end of runway 24, which supports instru-
ment landing system equipment, and with
which the aircraft collided. In response
to media questions, HIAA indicated its
willingness to co-operate completely with
Transport Canada, as the regulatory body,
and NAV CANADA, as the owner and
operator of the equipment, in any review
of the structure. Similar structures exist
at other airports in Canada.

The TSB noted that throughout its
investigation, HIAA was fully co-opera-
tive, and on all matters under the respon-
sibility of HIAA, the Authority meets or
exceeds Transport Canada safety stan-
dards. Safety is our number one priority
and HIAA is committed to providing a
safe and secure airport for employees,
passengers, and all airport users.
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The next time you visit Halifax Inter-
national Airport, don’t be alarmed if you’re
being watched with greater interest than
usual. It’s nothing personal.

Halifax International Airport Author-
ity (HIAA) has just launched iWatch — a
new program designed to increase aware-
ness of security threats and encourage
the airport community to report suspi-
cious activity. It’s the first and most com-
prehensive airport security awareness
program of its kind in Canada. And it’s
part of HIAA’s ongoing efforts to stay
ahead of the security curve.

Airport security has always been a
top-of-mind challenge for Halifax Inter-
national Airport and other Canadian air-
ports, particularly since the events of 9/
11. According to the Canadian Air Trans-
port Security Authority (CATSA), over
738,000 prohibited items — including
knives, guns and pepper spray — were
intercepted at pre-board screening check-
points in Canada’s major airports in 2005.
And 2,147 critical incidents, such as dis-
covery of a prohibited weapon or explo-
sive, occurred at airport checkpoints dur-
ing the same period.

CATSA reports that its pre-board
screening efforts in airport terminals are
helping to steadily reduce such incidents.
Yet broader airport security efforts pose
a different challenge, since terrorist or
criminal acts can take place anywhere in
the airport vicinity — from the perimeter
fence to the parking lot.

“Airports are more than just termi-
nals and runways. They’re busy commer-
cial neighbourhoods; and that means we
must be vigilant everywhere there’s a
possible threat,” says Eleanor Humphries,
HIAA President & CEO. “We believe a
community-focused program like iWatch
can help make airport security more far-
reaching and effective. When you have
security agencies working together with
businesses and individuals in the area,
you create a powerful network of allies.”

This network is vital to helping on-
site police and security agencies — in-

All Eyes on Security at Halifax International Airport

cluding the RCMP, CATSA and Corps of
Commissionaires — keep a look-out for
suspicious activity. It’s this inclusive ap-
proach that gives iWatch its distinct com-
munity flavour. In fact,  HIAA consulted
a diverse range of individuals and busi-
nesses in the community while develop-
ing the campaign — from baggage han-
dlers to pilots to ground-service work-
ers. One message came through loud and
clear: We’re all concerned about airport
security; how can we get involved?

The iWatch program will harness the
commitment of airport workers and pro-
vide the tools they need to recognize and
report suspicious behaviour. iWatch post-
ers, brochures and other information will
be widely distributed throughout the air-
port community. The material will provide
clear guidelines on the types of suspi-
cious behaviour to report. Community
members will be encouraged to “watch
out — call in” to a central security phone
number.  Newsletters and updated bulle-
tins will also help keep security issues
uppermost in people’s minds.

“We all have a vested interest in air-
port security,” says Peter Clarke, HIAA
Vice-President, Operations. “As an orga-
nization focused on continuous improve-
ment, customer service and corporate re-
sponsibility, HIAA is committed to keep-
ing the terminal, runways and airport com-
munity safe. The ultimate goal of iWatch
is to create a security culture that reaches
deep into the airport community and helps
employees identify suspicious activity
that may set off alarm bells, thus reduc-
ing security infractions and potential
breaches.”

The personal safety of the traveling
public, airport workers and visitors is
clearly a major driver behind the new
iWatch campaign. Potential terrorist or
criminal acts are always on the radar of
airport police and security agencies. But
airport security incidents — such as un-
attended baggage or unauthorized people
entering secure areas — can also have
serious ripple effects. For example, flight

delays caused by security breaches can
upset travel schedules for passengers and
airlines. And these disruptions can cost
hundreds of thousands of dollars in lost
time and productivity.

With a workforce of close to 5,500
people — and nearly 11,000 eyes — the
Halifax International Airport community
is now ready, willing and better able to
keep a closer watch on suspicious activ-
ity.

So, Airport travelers and visitors
shouldn’t take it personally if they’re be-
ing watched with renewed interest. With
the help of the iWatch program, workers
in the Airport community are simply show-
ing their own personal commitment to
security.

Halifax International Airport is Atlan-
tic Canada’s principal full-service airport
providing passengers and cargo clients
with access to markets across the coun-
try, the United States and Europe.  The
Airport welcomes more than three million
passengers each year, and is an interna-
tionally recognized leader in customer
service, having received three first place
awards in the AETRA Airport Customer
Satisfaction Survey two years in a row.

Real Flight Announcements

“There may be 50 ways to leave your lover,
but there are only 4 ways out of this air-
plane...”
From a Southwest Airlines employee....
“Welcome aboard Southwest Flight XXX
to YYY. To operate your seatbelt, insert
the metal tab into the buckle, and pull
tight. It works just like every other
seatbelt, and if you don’t know how to
operate one, you probably shouldn’t be
out in public unsupervised. In the event
of a sudden loss of cabin pressure, oxy-
gen masks will descend from the ceiling.
Stop screaming, grab the mask, and pull
it over your face. If you have a small child
traveling with you, secure your mask be-
fore assisting with theirs. If you are trav-
eling with two small children, decide now
which one you love more.”
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Oops!

Oops! Photos received vis e-mail.
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ID Quiz
Right: To qualify for a correct answer,
you must correctly identify the aircraft
and the manufacturer. Submit your an-
swers to: acam@ednet.ns.ca or to the
snail mail address on the cover.

(Ken Brown Photo)
Below: Last issue’s quiz was correctly
identified as an Airbus A-320 by Ron
sherandronh@aol.com

(Rob MacIlreith Photo)

Caption This
Photo

A new fun little contest. Submit a
caption for the photo at right. Submis-
sions will be run in the next issue of the
newsletter. Submissions can be e-mailed
to the editor at: acam@ednet.ns.ca

Congratulations to Nick McCarron on
completing his first solo at the Air Cadet
Glider School at Debert on August 9th!
Nick is one of our young Saturday vol-
unteers. Well Done Nick!
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Wanted!
Steel:
We are looking for a
supply of square or
round steel, as well as,
some steel plate to build
floor stands for several
aircraft this year.
Computers:
Recently retired P3 or
newer machines are
needed for future Mu-
seum exhibits. We will
no longer be accepting
P2 or older machines as
we try to standardize
our computer resources.
Print:
A Print to sell tickets on
at the Annual General
Meeting. Last year we
raised over $100.00.

As we go to press the summer is
quickly passing and our attendance, like
all other Museum facilities in the prov-
ince, is down slightly. I’d ask the mem-
bership to remember to promote the Mu-
seum in anyway that you can. Our visitor
numbers are very important each year and
we need to do everything we can to make
sure to keep our numbers up.

The Museum opened on time this
year and we have been blessed with a
staff who is doing a geat job so far this
year. We also were fortunate to have the
3 HRM tourism staff from last season re-
turn. I’d like to thank all ACAM staff and
tourism staff for doing a great job with
the public on the Museum’s behalf. I have
received some quality comments on the
Museum and our staff via e-mail which is
great.

Later this month, we will be dedicat-
ing the Avenger aircraft and using it as
an opportunity to bring our sponsors and
supporters in to the Museum to thank
them for their continued support. For
those members that will be attending the
dedication, please make sure to RSVP to
the museum right away at 873-3773.

I apologize to the members for this
newsletter being a little later going out
than usual. I have been very busy at home
and the museum and fell a bit behind with
this newsletter. In addition, I have pretty
much run out materials for the next issue
and will make the appeal for help with any

President’s Message
From the desk of Rob MacIlreith

articles, stories or ideas that you may have
for future issues to be submitted ASAP.

This will be our last newsletter prior
to the Annual General Meeting in Octo-
ber as well. The AGM will be on October
7th at 2:00 pm. I would ask that you RSVP
your attendance to the AGM as will be
having a barbeque as we did last year.
More information regarding the AGM will
be posted on the Museum’s website as
that information becomes available in the
future.

While on the subject of newsletter
and website, I’d like to ask that all of you
who receive the newsletter via mail that
are capable of getting the newsletter on-
line to consider switching to the elec-
tronic version as it saves the Museum
significant money in photocopies and
postage. The plus side for you getting
the electronic version of the newsletter is
that all the photos in the electronic ver-
sion are in color. I have been archiving
old versions of the newsletter on-line as
well, so one can go back and look up older
versions of the newsletter if you wish.If
you wish to switch to an electronic news-
letter, please email me at
a c a m @ e d n e t . n s . c a .

Lastly, as always, I want to thank
those of you who continue to support
ACAM in every way that you do, your
support is essential to make our museum
and organization the success it contin-
ues to be.

Annual General Meeting

The Atlantic Canada Aviation
Museum’s Annual General meeting
will be held on Saturday October 7th
beginning at 11:00 am. We will be
having a BBQ lunch and a guest
speaker.

Museum  members are asked to
RSVP for the meeting by September
29th either by e-mail to
acam@ednet.ns.ca or by phone to
873-3773.

Dress is casual.

Avenger Dedication

The Avenger dedication is going to be held August 26th, beginning at 2:00
pm. Many formal invites have been sent out and it is important to confirm your
attendance today to help us formalize the numbers for food and for chair rental.

Light Refreshments will be served.
Dress is Business Casual

Please RSVP your attendenance As Soon As Possible to 873-3773.


