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The Atlantic Canada Aviation Museum
Halifax International Airport

P.O. Box 44006
1658 Bedford Highway

Bedford, N.S.
B4A 3X5

Website: http://acam.ednet.ns.ca
E-Mail: acam@ednet.ns.ca

Upcoming Meeting Dates:

The Annual General Meeting will be
on October 29th, 2005 at the Atlan-
tic Canada Aviation Museum. The
Meeting will begin at 1:00 pm.
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Above: The Vickers Vimy Replica flown  by Steve
Fossett and Mark Rebholz in a recreation of Alcock
and Brown’s famous record setting flight of 1919.

Photo by: Bob Aikens

Left: The Avenger wing being painted in Fredericton
by Jerry and Clem.

Photo by: Frank MacLoon
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One of the biggest aircraft ever pro-
duced in the world, the Consolidated B-
36 was affectionately know as the Mag-
nesium  Overcast, due to its immense size
- 230 feet, wing tip to wing tip, and 162
feet from nose to tail. 383 of these im-
mense aircraft were built, although Stra-
tegic Air Command (SAC) never had more
than 205 at anyone time. Starting with its
first flight in 1946, the B-36 remained in
USAF service until 1959. None ever
dropped a bomb in anger or even so much
as fired a cannon shell. Many were con-
verted to a  reconnaissance role - thus
the RB designation.

Standing on top of an 896 foot hill
just west of Clarenville in central New-
foundland and taking in the magnificent
360 degree view on a warm, sunny sum-
mer day, it is hard to visualize that same
site fifty years ago. In howling wind, and
sleet one of these magnificent aircraft
slammed into the hill at the 800 foot level,
killing all 23 men on board.

March 18, 1953 saw two RB-36F air-
craft, of the 28th Strategic Reconnaissance
Wing, under the command of Brigadier
General Richard Ellsworth, attempting to
sneak under the radar shield of continen-
tal North America as part of a Cold War
exercise. The two aircraft had left Lajes
Airdrome in the Azores and were head-
ing for their home base of Rapid City AFB
in South Dakota.

Their mission was supposed to take
twenty-five hours - a  relatively short hop
for these huge aircraft. Over the North
Atlantic, things started to go terribly
wrong. Planning to fly south of a low pres-
sure zone at a height of 1,000 feet, they
were designated to make landfall over
Newfoundland. Due to overcast condi-
tions, the navigator of RB-36F (51-13721)
was unable to use his sextant for celestial
observations to double check their posi-
tion, therefore, they were flying blind in
appalling conditions, and had their map-
ping radar turned off in order to avoid
being picked up by the continental radar

Burgoyne’s Cove RB-36F Crash Site
Story and Photos By: Richard Stoker

The tail section of RB-36F 51-13721 is the largest piece of wreckage at the crash
site.  The wreckage is spread over about a mile of the Newfoundland countryside.

One of the massive propeller blades has been mounted on top os a small monument
at the crash site. The names of the crew that perished on March 18th, 1953, are
inscribed on the monument.
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net. The plan was to turn it on again when
they were an hour from landfall.

Unfortunately, instead of strong
headwinds, 51-13721 had encountered tail
winds which had pushed them further
ahead than they realized, and had also
blown them off course. The low they were
supposed to be skirting to the south had
actually moved north, putting them well
off course. 51-13725’s position was re-
ported by an Ocean Station vessel as be-
ing 138 nautical miles off course, and in-
stead of an anticipated ground speed of
130 knots, they were actually flying at 185
knots.

Unaware of these facts, the 51-13721
continued flying straight and level
through freezing rain, sleet and thick fog.
They reached Newfoundland ninety min-
utes ahead of schedule and at 4:10am
Newfoundland time, crashed headlong
into a ridge and exploded in a huge fire-
ball, killing all aboard instantly. Parts of
the plane were strewn for almost a mile
over the hillside.

Local inhabitants, on hearing the
noise and seeing the flames, quickly
made their way to the crash site, but to
no avail - there were no survivors.

The second aircraft narrowly missed
a similar fate - she made landfall about an
hour before she was supposed to, and

was 90 miles to the north of her intended
flight path - luckily the pilot saw land
through a break in the fog, and quickly
pulled up, narrowly missing the hills which
surrounded him.

A tragic footnote to the crash was
that two Boeing SB-29 Superfortress
Search and Rescue aircraft were scrambled
from Harmon Field, Stephenville, on the
west coast of Newfoundland, and set off
to the crash site - one of them 44-69982
disappeared and neither the B-29 nor any
of its eleven man crew was seen again.

Rapid City Air Force Base now

known as Ellsworth Air Force Base, in
South Dakota is still the home of the 28th

Bomb Wing, was named in honor of Briga-
dier General Ellsworth by President
Dwight Eisenhower on June 13, 1953. To-
day, instead of B-29s and B-36s, the field
is home to the Rockwell B-1 Lancer.
[Editor’s Note: On May 13th, 2005 Secre-
tary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld an-
nounced that the 24 B-1s remaining at
Ellsworth AFB will be moved to Dyess
AFB in Texas and that Ellsworth AFB will
be closed and the 28th Bomb Wing will be
de-activated as part of the next round of

Top: The Massive B-36 over the Golden
Gate Bridge.

Below: A B-29 Superfortress parked next
to the massive XB-36 Protoype.
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base closures and Wing alignments.]
Today, the remains of the RB-36 are

still very visible on top of the hillside in
Burgoyne’s Cove - obviously the cannon
and ammunition have all been removed
from the crash site, but pretty much ev-
erything else is still where it landed on
March 18, 1953. The single biggest piece
of wreckage is the immense tail plane
which is still standing upright in a short
gully just to the side of the peak where
there is a memorial to the members of the
flight crew - one of the propellers has been
mounted in concrete and there is a plaque
naming those who perished.

It is somewhat surreal to approach
the site - one has a fairly steep climb up
what appears to be a dry riverbed, al-
though it is actually a trail cut a number
of years ago by a local Air Cadet group.
Emerging from the trees at the top of the
trail, and the first thing one sees, just ly-
ing in the brush is a jet engine; as you
climb a little higher the whole crash site is
spread out in front of you - it is a little
odd to see a number of picnic tables scat-
tered about, but you soon realize how
great it is to take the weight of what by
now are aching legs.

On a summer’s day, it is very quiet
up there, and it is sobering to realize what
a tragedy had occurred at this place fifty
odd years ago. For many years, the crash
site has been identified as being on Ran-
dom Island - an island just to the north of
the actual crash site, and thanks to the
steep climb up the hillside, not too many
people have visited the site - thankfully
there has been little vandalism or theft of
artifacts.

For anyone interested in aircraft, the
hike up the Burgoyne’s Cove hillside is a
must; this is a true piece of Cold War air-
craft history, and to my mind, not to be
missed.

I have a brother-in-law who grew up
near a B-36 base in the United States, and
he said, on seeing the crash site that the
sound and sight of these enormous air-
craft taking off and landing was some-
thing that no one would ever forget - the
catch phrase for the B-36 was “six turn-

ing and four burning” referring to the six
pusher piston engines and the four jet
engines fitted to the later marks of this
remarkable aircraft.

B-36 Websites:
www.b-36.net
www.cowtown.net/proweb/B36_Home
www.air-and-space.com/peacemkr

Top: One of the GE J-47 turbojets. Middle and Bottom: Just some of the wreckage of
51-13721. Note the thickness of the horizontal stab compared to the person.
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Convair RB-36F Peacemaker
The Convair B-36 was the first Inter-

continental Bomber. The original specifi-
cations for this aircraft were issued on
April 11th, 1941, calling for an aircraft able
to carry 10,000 lbs of bombs to targets in
Europe from the United States. The first
B-36A was delivered to the United States
Air Force in the summer of 1948. There
were 14 different versions of the B-36 plus
a proposed nuclear powered version.

The RB-36F is a derivative of the B-
36F of which 58 were built, including 24
RB-36Fs. The B-36F is basically a B-36B
with uprated R-4360-53 engines, each  pro-
ducing 3,800hp and increased internal fuel
in the RB version as well. The RB was
converted for strategic reconnaissance
and carried 14 cameras installed in two of
the aircrafts bomb bays. The other two
bomb bays carried the increased internal
fuel load.

Specifications:
Engines:
6 – Pratt & Whitney R4360-53 engines
4 – General Electric J47-GE-19 Turbojets
Max Speed: 411 mph
Cruise: 391 mph
Service Ceiling: 39,900 ft.
Range: 6,800 miles with a 10,000lb bomb
load.
Weight Empty: 171,035 lbs.
Max Takeoff Weight: 410,000 lbs.
Span: 230 ft 0 in
Length: 162 ft 1 in
Height: 46 ft 8 in
Wing Area: 4,772.0 Sq ft
Armament: 6 retractable remote con-
trolled fuselage turrets each with 20 mm
M24A1 cannon, with similar weapons in
nose and tail plus a maximum bomb load
of 86,000 lb with weight restrictions.

Notes of Interest:
Later in life 12 RB-36Fs were converted
to GRB-36Fs to carry the Republic GRF-
84FThunderflash aircraft on a trapeze
under its belly. These aircraft were also
used as control aircraft for guided missile
development.

Right: Patch of
the 28th Heavy
Bombardment
Wing.

Left: B-36
Cockpit.
h t t p : / /
www.military.cz/
u s a / a i r /
post_war/b36/
b36_cock.jpg

Above: GRB-36F with a GRF-84F Thunderflash flying under the trapeze. The GRB-
36F was a converted RB-36F.

Google Image: http://1000aircraftphotos.com/Contributions/Starr/2885L.jpg

Above: B-36 at an airshow. Note the B-29 and C-74 Globemaster in the background.
Google Image
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In early 1913, Lord Northcliffe, pub-
lisher of the London Daily Mail offered a
cash prize of £10,000 to the first group
that could successfully fly the Atlantic.
However, with the outbreak of World War
I, thoughts of flying the Atlantic were put
on hold. The war brought about tremen-
dous changes and improvements in avia-
tion and soon after the war, there was
great interest in making a successful At-
lantic crossing. Therefore, in 1919, the
Daily Mail renewed its commitment to the
prize. The rules required that the aircraft
fly non-stop without landing or refueling
in the Azores.

A squadron of NC planes (Navy
Curtis Seaplanes) flew from Rockaway,
New York to Trepassey Bay, Newfound-
land, stopping in Halifax. The NC-4 made
it to the Azores and then went on to
Lisbon Portugal and eventually England.
If nothing else the crew of the NC-4
proved that a seaplane could make the
treacherous flight across the Atlantic.
However, because of their stop in the
Azores, Commander Read and his crew
could not qualify for the prize. Soon four
teams with powerful aircraft would be rac-
ing to be the first to make a non-stop
flight.

The Sopwith team was flying a bi-
plane called the Atlantic was piloted by
Harry Hawker and Kenneth MacKenzie
Grieve. The Atlantic got airborne and out
over the Atlantic before the radiator
clogged and the engine began to over-
heat. A few hours into the flight and
Hawker knew that they were not going to
make it so they turned south looking for
the shipping lanes, finding a Danish
freighter to land beside. Both of the crew
were rescued and so was the aircraft,
which remained a float.

The Martinside team of Frederick
Raynham and William Morgan tried to
take off in their biplane called the Raymor,
but a gust of wind did the aircraft in as it
dug in and wrote the aircraft off.

The third team, flying a Handley Page
V/1500 bomber, the largest aircraft built

To Fly the Atlantic

by the Allies during the War, with its 4
engines and was designed to reach Ber-
lin, however, the War ended before the
aircraft became operational. Admiral Kerr,
tried to provide his team with the best of
everything as they prepared for the At-
lantic. They had the best airfield, and for
a time had all of the fuel on the island. By
the time the last crew arrived in New-
foundland, the Handley Page aircraft had
been tested and repaired several times.
However, the Handley Page team decided
to wait for a new radiator, as one was not
performing properly. Admiral Kerr was
very cautious and was waiting for per-
fect conditions.

The last team of Captain John Alcock
and Lieutenant Arthur Whitten Brown
arrived in Newfoundland on May 26th. The
team was flying the Vickers Vimy. The Vimy
was a night bomber that was built too
late to see action in World War I. The
Vickers engineers put extra fuel tanks in
the aircraft in place of the bomb load.
Alcock, flew with the Royal Air Force and
Brown was with the Royal Flying Service.
Both men had been POW’s and had little
experience flying an aircraft as large as
the Vimy. However, with the help of a lo-
cal mechanic, the team reassembled the

Vimy in an open field as no hanger was
available for them to use, in just 14 days.

Meanwhile, the Handley Page team
kept having radiator problems. John
Alcock realized the problem with the ra-
diator was caused by the heavy mineral
content and sediment clogging it. In fact,
that is the reason that the Atlantic also
had radiator problems. Alcock, filtered the
water several times and boiled it before
putting it in the Vimy. On the morning of
June 14th, Alcock and Brown took off for
their flight into history. Meanwhile the
Handley Page team was still testing.

Brown was forced to use a sextant to
shoot the sun and the stars for naviga-
tion.  They had to descend below the
clouds to take drift sightings. With poor
weather, this meant that sometimes the
Vimy was skimming the waves and other
times she was at 11,000 feet. The team
had several mechanical problems that just
about ended their flight.  The inner ex-
haust pipe split from the engine, the ra-
dio and intercom died and the airspeed
indicator froze at 90 m.p.h. This nearly
lead to disaster as the Vimy stalled,
dropped a wing and spiraled down in
thick cloud until they broke out and re-
covered the aircraft barely 60 feet above

Above: The NC-4, one of 3 NC aircraft that left on the Atlantic trip (NC-1, NC-3
being the other 2). The NC-4 was the only one to complete the trip. The NC-4 was
built by Curtiss Aircraft (Glenn Curtiss of AEA fame being the designer). The NC-
4 has been on display at the excellent National Museum of Naval Aviation in Pensacola,
Florida since 1975. She is one of the crown jewels in their collection.

National Museum of Naval Aviation Book, Pg. 29
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Above: The Handley Page V/1500 at Harbour Grace, Newfoundland on June 10, 1919.
(ACAM Collection)

the ocean. Also during the flight, the team
ran into icing conditions which lead to
Brown having to climb out on the wing
six times to chip away the ice. Also,
Alcock had to descend to find warm air
to melt the ice that threatened to smother
the engine.

Sixteen hours and 27 minutes later,
on the morning of June 15, the Vimy landed
in a bog near the installation at Clifden, in
Ireland, where the aircraft was destroyed.

Fast Forward to 1979. For the 60th

Anniversary of Alcock and Brown’s his-
toric flight, the RAF painted up 2 Phan-
tom FGR.2s. One aircraft, XV424, was
flown by Sqn. Ldr Tony Alcock (Nephew
of John Alcock) and Flt. Lt N. Browne (no
relation). The flight in Phantoms helped
to celebrate the Rolls-Royce Spey Phan-
tom compared to the Rolls-Royce Eagle
which powered Vimy.

July 2nd- July 3rd, 2005 saw Steve
Fossett and Mark Rebholz fly a replica of
the Vickers Vimy, built in California and
registered as NX71MY and powered by 2
Orenda 600 engines, across the Atlantic.
Leaving St. John’s, Newfoundland, the 2
landed on Ballyconneely Golf Course in
Ireland 19 hours later recreating history.

Alcock and Brown depart Newfoundland
for their flight into history.

(ACAM Collection)

The remains of the Vimy after landing
in a bog near Clifden, Ireland some 16
hours after leaving Newfoundland.

(ACAM Collection)

John Alcock loading supplies for the
flight to Europe.

(ACAM Collection)

The Vickers Vimy that Alcock and Brown flew the Atlantic in. This Vimy was the
13th of the production line out of a total of 230 of all versions built.

(ACAM Collection)

http://www.amv83.net/asm/Sig/europe/UK/Phantom/FGR2%20XV424%20Alcock%20Brown%20XC0779.jpg
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Vimy Replica in Newfoundland
Photos By: Bob Aikens
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Vickers Vimy Replica
Specifications:
This twin-engine replica bomber is the
world’s largest flying biplane:

Designation: Vickers Vimy FB27 Replica
Builder: John LaNoue
Constructed: 1993-1994
Nationality/Registration:
USA/NX7IMY
Wingspan: 68 feet
Length: 43 feet 6 inches
Tailspan: 16 feet
Height: 16 feet 4 inches
Propellers:  Muhlbaur, 10 feet 6 inches
Cruising Speed:  65 knots (75 mph)
Stall Speed:  35 knots (40 mph)
Empty Weight: 7,642 pounds
Max. Gross Weight:  12,500 pounds
Ceiling:  13,800 feet at 9,000 pounds
Fuel Capacity: 2,400 liters (634 gallons),
100 octane minimum; 150 lph (40 gph)
average burn yields approximately 15
hour total endurance
Engines: Dual ORENDA OE 600, 600
H.P. maximum take off and 500 H.P.
maximum continuous

“The Vimy is more than a flying machine made out of fabric, wood, and wires —she
is a reminder to an often timid society that great adventure has always been the path
of progress.”
— Peter McMillan, Vimy Atlantic

(All Replica Photos: Bob Aikens)
Replica information from http://magma.nationalgeographic.com/ngm/vimy/

mission.html

Fundraising

We all know how important funds are
to keeping the Museum operating, while
trying to improve our exhibits and com-
plete our restoration projects. This year
at our Annual General Meeting we will be
selling tickets on this print [left] by Jack
Ford entitled “Meatball”.  The print has
a white border and is suitable for matting
and framing. The photo was cropped for
space in the newsletter.

Tickets will be sold for $5.00 each or
3 tickets for $12.00. This is a limited addi-
tion print and is numbered 136/440 and is
signed by the artist. This Meatball print
retails for $70.00.  We will be drawing the
winner at the Annual General Meeting on
October 29th.  Here is your chance to own
a beautiful piece of aviation art and sup-
port the Museum.  See Rob to preorder
your tickets or buy them at the Giftshop!
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Museum Notes
Audit:

As was mentioned in our last news-
letter, the Museum had its tri-annual Nova
Scotia Museum, Community Museum
Assistance Program audit (CMAP). Our
Museum was audited on July 6, 2005.
Present for the audit was Mike Garvey,
Reg Clarke and myself. First, let me say
that I was very pleased with the way the
Museum looked and was prepared for the
audit. A number of our core members and
the staff did a very good job in getting
everything ready. Going into the audit I
believe that the Museum was as prepared
as it could be.

While I believe that we did well (re-
sults will not be available until the Fall), I
do believe that our grade will go down
compared to our last audit. Our 2002 au-
dit was scored at 91.4%; in 1999 we scored
a 71% and in 1996 ACAM was awarded
the score of 54%. (The Museum has
shown significant improvement over
time). In the 2002 round of audits, ACAM
had the highest grade. In the 2003 cycle,
the highest grade awarded to a Museum
was an 86% and the 2004 cycle’s highest
grade was only an 84%. Time will tell how
our score is, I believe we have done well,
but I am not sure that we will finish at the
“top of the class” this time.

Facility:
In my time, the Museum has never

looked better then it has this year. Our
summer staff of Kara, Tim and David, has
done very well in helping us put our best
foot forward. They have completed a large
amount of painting, including: trim, doors,
the men’s washroom, railings, display
boards, and the floors and stain work on
the inside of the Jenny exhibit and World
War I exhibit area. Outside, they have
scraped and repainted the concrete sign
at the bottom of the driveway.

In preparation for the audit, we had a
painter come in and repaint the front 3
walls of the Museum and touch up the
wall that was behind the Canso wing the
last time the building was painted. Thanks
to Chris McVay who donated the 10 gal-
lons of paint needed to complete this im-

portant job. We had a painter come in to
do this job because of a lack of time and
manpower before the audit and the audit
team did note that we had had paint work
done on the building. Due to the fact that
we were having painting done, Don and
Pat removed the old redundant Museum
signage over the door, which was saved
for preservation in the hanger, and the
area was also repainted. The front of the
building looks very good. However, next
summer we are going to have to take a
look at cleaning up and repainting the
back of the building as this area needs to
have some work done on it as part of pre-
ventative maintenance.

 Our water system is up and running
well thanks to Barry and Don. We have
been fortunate to have it working well this

year. The system has needed a lot of TLC
and will require some more before the end
of the season. The Museum is going to
have to replace this worn out system in
the future. In addition, we would like to
find a way to insulate and keep this room
just above freezing so that the system
does not have to be disassembled each
winter. In order to get an  idea of how
much water the Museum actually uses,
we have put a water meter on the system
so we can get a quote on a large enough
system for the Museum without spend-
ing a fortune. In the washrooms, Barry
and Rob replaced the sinks in the
women’s washroom. All 3 sinks had small
holes in the bottoms and needed to be
replaced. The students have repainted the
stalls in the men’s washroom, scraping

Above: The 3 walls that are seen in this view were repainted in June as part of our
audit preparations.  Hanging basket flowers were provided by Wally Dumas.



The Atlantic Canada Aviation Musuem Newletter
Summer 2005

 Page 11

DEDICATED TO THE PRESERVATION OF THE AVIATION HERITAGE OF ATLANTIC CANADA

down the rust and putting a coat of primer
on and 3 coats of devflex paint.

Barry has completed a new self-
guided tour brochure for the Museum,
showing the floor plan and aircraft on it
to scale. It is an impressive looking docu-
ment and added to our audit result. The
brochures can be found at the top of the
wheel chair ramp on the way into the
Museum.

Lastly, we changed the lights that
were burned out in the hanger. This is a
major operation requiring the renting of a
boom lift to get in amoung the aircraft.
Barry drove the boom lift around the
Museum like a pro to do the job. [Left]

Exhibits:
Exhibit wise, there have been many

changes and improvements to some ex-

hibits in time for the audit. A large num-
ber of small labels were required to make
sure that each item in the exhibits has been
labeled. These signs were made by Rob
with the help of many of our volunteers
to make sure that none were missed.
Thanks to Pat with the help in putting all
the labels up.

The Space Shuttle tire exhibit has
been moved to the area where First Air
Mail was. First Air Mail will become part
of the Jenny exhibit in the near future.
Also, the exhibit on Orville Pulsifer was
moved to the larger display board beside
the Shuttle tire so that a few items could
be hung on the wall that were in an over
crowded display cabinet. In addition, the
Don McClure exhibit was taken down so
that some items could be framed and the
rest was mounted on foam core. We were

Top: The Space Shuttle, Orville Pulsifer and Stuart Graham Exhibits from left to
right. Above: The Don McClure exhibit.

Top 3: The hangers have been painted
and lights added.
# 4: Gene Hamilton cutting the Clerget
out of the shipping stand.
Above: Signage has been added to miss-
ing artifacts such as this cutaway.
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having some problems with how this ex-
hibit was originally hung on the wall,
hence, the repair job. The exhibit was re-
hung 2 weeks later. Thanks to Dave
McMahon for the frames. In addition,
some signage at the entrance to the Mu-
seum was redone and framed for the au-
dit and the Stuart Graham exhibit has been
relocated from the Mezzanine level to the
main floor of the Silver Dart building.

Our major project on the Jenny ex-
hibit, World War I exhibit and Theory of
Flight exhibit has had the wall painting
completed, some of the handrails put back
up, one rail had to be cut because of the
changed corner. Thanks to Gene for tak-
ing care of that important job. In addi-
tion, the engine stands for the OX-5 and
the Clerget and aircraft stands for the
Jenny and Fokker DR. 1, built by Glenn,
were painted and installed. The “hang-
ers” have been stained inside and the
floors painted by the staff. In addition,
the hanger lighting has been put up. Fur-
ther work is needed to complete the ex-
hibit but it is progressing very well! Now
that the audit is over, we will be moving
back to completing this major project. By
mid July, the team was beginning to put
the first portion of the Theory of Flight
Exhibit on the wall that the students at
Leslie Thomas Junior High School built
as part of their Service Learning Project
for the Museum and Glenn was moving
on to building the hanger windows. We
hope to have this project completed by
late summer, certainly in time for the AGM
on October 29th.

Canso:
Don has continued, when time al-

lowed, on the sheet metal work on the
Canso. Don’s goal is to get the sheet metal
work in place and riveted in place so he
can get on to painting the rest of the tail
section in the Fall. (Right).

V-1:
Bruce and Tim are finishing up the

last of the body work on the V-1 wings
and final preparations for painting. Their
plan is to complete the painting of the V-

Top: The Clerget and Sidcot Flight Suit
in the new WWI hanger exhibit.
Right: The OX-5 on its new stand in the
new Jenny Hanger.
Above: Temporary home for some of the
WWI exhibit until the exhibit can be
sealed.
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1 before the Avenger arrives this summer.
The guys want to move the V-1 outside
to spray, however, once the Avenger is in
the hanger, it will be much more difficult
to move the V-1 outside because of the
turn that will be in the walkway around
the nose of the Avenger, when compared
to the length of the V-1, hence the push
to get the aircraft our and sprayed before
the Avenger arrives (Right).
Avenger:

Work startup for this year was de-
layed until May 15th due to unseasonably
cold weather.  The A/C was then dis-
mantled in preparation for painting and
eventual shipment to Halifax.  We were
pleased that FPL was willing to allow us
use of their new storage hangar provid-
ing we protected the floor during paint-
ing.  The first painting involved the sta-
bilizers and fin, which was completed by
Robin Stickles of “Stickles Brothers Auto
Body” a classic vehicle paint shop.
Debbie Ferris-Bates of “Feminine Touch
Truck Lettering and Signs” applied # 24
and the registration C-GFPL to the fin.
Debbie has agreed to provide and apply
all the aircraft lettering and decals; a ma-
jor contribution!

The wings and fuselage were moved
into the hangar after preparation for paint-
ing was completed on the FPL ramp. Set-
ting the wings on their leading edges to
facilitate painting turned out to be a ma-
jor effort and required use of ingenious
wood trusses designed by Don Henry.

Jerry Wilcox undertook the first (yel-
low) painting of the outer wing panels
and has since completed both the red di-
viding stripe and the inner (gray) sections.
This demonstrated the major effort re-
quired in painting the aircraft and made
us even more appreciative of Jerry’s will-
ingness to participate in the project. The
results are excellent and the wing is now
ready for the application of registration
letters.

The masking of the aircraft, particu-
larly on the many areas of the fuselage,
was a major undertaking, which has now
been completed. We are hopeful that all
painting will be completed by early Au-

Top: TBM being dismantled for painting
and transport.
Left: Debbie and Don with the completed
TBM fin.
Above: Robin and Don Stickles and
painted stabilizer.
Bottom Left: Washdown in preparation for
painting
Below: Jerry Wilcox and his beautiful
homebuilt RV-8.

(Frank MacLoon Photos)
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Short Museum Notes

Above: Our Book of Remembrance, do-
nated by Wally Dumas is now on display
in the Information Center Building.

Above: Tim and David work at keying in
some of our collections data as part of
the Passage Project.

Above: Kara hard at work repainting the
caretakers closet, below left.

Above Right: New hot water heater that
we had to install after the old one sprung
a leak in July.

People:
As one can see, this spring and early

summer have been a very busy time at
the Museum and for our group in New
Brunswick, however, there is still much
to do. It is important that we increase the
size of our team to prevent our core mem-
bers from burning out. If you have some
time over the summer and would like to
help, your time and effort will be appreci-
ated. To all of our members that have been
helping out, your efforts are really pay-
ing off. Our Exec wants to take our orga-
nization to the next level and we are mak-
ing good progress. Keep up the fine work!

gust and, after a number of “fine tuning”
items are completed, allow us to get on
with moving the TBM to the Museum for
assembly there.  At this point all control
surfaces, the stabilizers, and the fin are
ready to be transported and the wings
should soon be at the same point.

Our “crew” of Clem, Don, Bob, and
Frank have committed their summer to the
project and are now greatly supported by
Jerry and Debbie.  Long term  Museum
volunteer Bill Leeming, who just moved
to the Fredericton area from Halifax, has
joined the project giving us a much ap-
preciated “boost” and Gord Nielson in-
tends to again be with us when assembly
is undertaken at ACAM. The efforts of
all those involved in so many ways in
this project are greatly appreciated and it

could certainly not have been undertaken
without their so willing support.  The re-
sult should be a very relevant, unique and
impressive Museum display item.



The Atlantic Canada Aviation Musuem Newletter
Summer 2005

 Page 15

DEDICATED TO THE PRESERVATION OF THE AVIATION HERITAGE OF ATLANTIC CANADA

In the News
Compiled from Various Sources

Halifax International Airport Airfield
Rehabilitation Program Overview
PROJECT PURPOSE:

Halifax International Airport Author-
ity (HIAA) has embarked on a major air-
field rehabilitation program. This long-
term project began in May 2005 and will
take place over the next several years. This
work is vital to maintain the integrity and
operation of the Airport’s runways and
taxiways and is required, at minimum,
within a 20-year time frame. Runways at
Halifax International Airport have not
been upgraded since 1987. These im-
provements are essential, as they will
modernize the airfield to meet operational
standards and ensure safety.

In much the same way as the Air Ter-
minal Building has undergone extensive
reconstruction to expand and meet the
operational requirements of a growing
airport, the runways and taxiways must
also be addressed. ACL Construction

Limited of Bedford, Nova Scotia is the
prime contractor for the 2005 work. This
multi-year project has been in the plan-
ning stages for several years and was
approved in November 2004. The airlines
operating at Halifax International Airport
have been consulted throughout the plan-
ning process.

This type of work is common at all
airports in Canada. Both Vancouver and
Toronto have recently gone through simi-
lar construction and HIAA has hired the
same consultants who completed work
at these airports.
PROJECT TIMELINE WITH POTEN-
TIAL IMPACTS:

Although necessary and extremely
important for the long-term maintenance
of Airport runways, this project comes
with some risks of impact on airline op-
erations, particularly during the first three
years. Timing of this complex project is
weather dependant. Work must be done

during the summer months as they offer
optimum temperatures for paving, which
cannot be done effectively during winter
months. As well, the runway work must
be timed to take advantage of prevailing
wind conditions, which change through-
out the summer, making one runway much
more efficient than the other. Therefore,
the bulk of the work will take place during
the summers of the six-year span of the
project.
Year One (2005):

The first year of the project will be
managed in four stages, at a cost of ap-
proximately $8.5 million. It will take place
over the entire summer, beginning mid-
May, with completion expected by early
October. It includes milling and paving,
replacing manholes and sub drains, con-
structing stabilized shoulders, installing
new inset centre line and edge lighting,
constructing  new electrical duct bank and
installing new cables, installing stop bars
and guard lights on taxiways and install-
ing new regulators in the Field Electrical
Centre (FEC). 

Phase One began on May 16, 2005
and took approximately four weeks to
complete. This first phase, which in-
cluded installation of a new electrical duct
bank from the FEC to the edge of runway
15/33, did not impact airline operations,
as both runways remained operational.

Phase Two began on June 27, 2005
and will take approximately four weeks to
complete. This is a critical aspect of the
project, as paving and other rehabilita-
tion work is being done at the intersec-
tion of the Airport’s two runways. This
phase poses the most risk of impact on
airline operations as the Airport’s second-
ary runway (15/33) will be closed and the
main runway (06/24) will be shortened (the
end of the runway will be displaced). The
runway with a displaced threshold means
that the navigational aid called an Instru-
ment Landing System, or ILS, which helps
pilots land during times of reduced vis-
ibility (fog), is not available for use. The
ILS on each runway is a permanently fixed
system that guides pilots to a specific
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Short News Notes

Bye Bye T-Bird:
AETE has retired its last 4 CT-133 SIlver
Stars bringing an end to the T-33 in Cana-
dian service after 54 years. The last T-
birds were providing equipment calibra-
tion, in-flight photography and ejections
seat testing. Included in the being retired
from service is 133656, the last example
built by Canadair. 656 served with 434
Squadron until the Squadron was closed
out (See March 2002 issue).

133452 on its way to Mountainview. All 4
AETE aircraft were painted in this
scheme at their end of service.

Squadrons Merge:
As reported last newsletter 429 and 436
Squadrons, as well as 425 and 433 Squad-
ron have begun to merge. 405 and 415
will merge later this year.

Trainer Contract Changes:
Kelowna Flightcraft has won the CFTS
support contract taking over from Bom-
bardier, who has operated the program
since 1999.

Canada to Lease J Model Hercs from
RAF?:
In a new twist of leasing fate, the latest
rumour to circulate has the CAF leasing
up to 10 RAF C-130J’s to replace some of
the 19 C-130E’s in service now, including
those on SAR duty. The editor doubts
the rumour because of a shortage of
transport aircraft within the RAF but
rumour has it the RAF wants to expand
its C-17 fleet and this is how it intends to
do so.  As a side note: Canadian C-130
130315 recently passed 45,000 flight
hours making it the highest time Hercules
in the world!

location on that runway. That specific
location will be under construction for
this four-week period and therefore the
ILS must be temporarily taken out of ser-
vice. Construction crews are working as
quickly as possible, seven days a week
to finish this part of the project. Based on
all available information, no portable or
temporary navigational systems exist that
meet regulatory standards.

Once this critical section is complete,
runway 15/33 will reopen and work will
move to a portion of the main runway (06/
24). The ILS on the active runway (15/33)
will be available again. Runway 15/33,
which will be the active runway during
this phase, has a Category 1 Instrument
Landing System. This means that during
inclement weather (fog), pilots will be able
to land with a minimum of 200 feet of ver-
tical visibility and 2,600 feet horizontal
visibility. If inclement weather causes re-
duced visibility below these require-
ments, then travelers can expect delays
and aircraft diversions to other airports.

Phase Three is scheduled to begin
in late July and will take approximately
three weeks to complete. Work will move

to a portion of the main runway (06/24),
shortening it, but keeping the secondary
runway (15/33) fully operational with Cat-
egory 1 ILS available. The scheduling of
this phase has been timed to align with
the shifting prevailing winds from a
southerly direction to the northwest, that
historically occurs during the late Sum-
mer/early Fall, making Runway 15/33 the
active runway during these times.

Phase Four is scheduled to begin in
late August and take approximately four
weeks to complete. Work will move to
another portion of the main runway (06/
24), shortening it, but keeping the sec-
ondary runway (15/33) fully operational
with Category 1 ILS available. Again, the
scheduling of this phase has been timed
to align with the shifting prevailing winds
from a southerly direction to the north-
west, that historically occurs during the
late Summer/early Fall, making Runway
15/33 the active runway during these
times.

You can land anywhere
once!

-Cliché
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From June 8th to
June 13th, the city
of Halifax was host
to the French fleet,
including the air-
craft carrier Charles
de Gaulle. Unfortu-
nately, the carrier
was not open to the
public. These pho-
tos show the ship
moored in Halifax
Harbour with
Rafles, a Puma and
Super Etendards on
the flight deck on a
hazy day.

The French exercised with the Canadians
after exercising with the U.S. Navy.  Some
unofficial reports have it that the new
Rafles really outclassed the 20 year old
CF-18’s.

The Charles de Gaulle aircraft carrier is
the only active French aircraft carrier.

· Its dimensions are of 262m in
length, and 65m in width. It is
75m high, and with a deck sur-
face of 12000m2.

· It can navigate at a speed of 27
knots and travel a distance of
1000km per day.

· It can accommodate up to 40
aircrafts.

· It has the capacity to launch a
plane every thirty seconds.

· It can contain up to 550t of mu-
nitions and 3400t in fuel.

· It has a crew of 1950 people.
· It has supplies to last up to 45

days
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In the Air and On the Ground
Left: German Air Force A-310 (10+25)
seen at Halifax International on the last
day of the Nova Scotia International Tat-
too to pick up the band and rifle drill team
that participated in the Tattoo.  Note the
Luftwaffe logo on the fuselage. The Ger-
man Air Force has just begun to reapply
the name in the last year. In the fore-
ground is Beechcraft King Air A-100 C-
GISH from Voyageur Airways based in
Ontario.

(Rob MacIlreith Photo)
Left: German Air Force Tornado IDS at
St. John’s, NF. Combat Aircraft Maga-
zine reports the first of these aircraft
has now been cut up for scrap after 20
years of Tornado Ops. The new
Eurofighter will replace the Phantom
and early model Tornados in service.
Combat Aircraft also reports that the
Atlantic’s are heading the way of the
scrappers torch as well.

(Bob Aikens Photo)

Left and Far Left: Air Canada Jazz has
begun to paint some of the RJ fleet in
Jazz colours now that the BAe 146’s have
been retired.

(Rob MacIlreith Photos)

Left : The Spanish Air Force sent C-295
(35 0 44) across the pond to help EADS
CASA out with their bid for the Search
and Rescue replacement aircraft con-
tract. Rumour has it that DND favours
the C-27J Spartan. Both aircraft per-
formed at last years NSIAS at Halifax.

Bottom: The same CASA C-295 with
RAF C-130 J (ZH 877) behind it.

(Rob MacIlreith Photos)

Send your submission to:
acam@ednet.ns.ca

Mark your Subject as :
In the Air and On the Ground.
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UH-3H (148045) is one of the last Sea
Kings at IMP on the US Navy contract.

Left: 140105 is one of the Aurora on the
upgrade plan at IMP.
Bottom Left: One of the Egyptian Sea
Kings that IMP is overhauling.

(All Photos this page: Rob MacIlreith)

Top: Old meets new C-130J and C-130H.
Top Right: C-130 at Halifax from Alaska.
Above Right: C-130 from the Mississippi
ANG at St. Joseph.
Above: These aircraft were caught out-
side the NSCC hanger at Shearwater.
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President’s Message
From the Desk of Rob MacIlreith

As I write this short message to you
in mid July, we have completed our audit
and are moving into our busiest visita-
tion season. I want to encourage each
and every one of you to make an effort to
visit the Museum this summer and bring
a friend with you. In early July, we were
up slightly in visitation to the Museum
but I was disappointed in the decline in
the number of  groups that visited in June.
As a school teacher, I know that the cost
of bussing is forcing schools to be picky
on where they visit. Therefore, I believe
that it is more important than ever for
ACAM to focus on the product that we
are marketing to the public and to grow
into a destination for people, families and
groups to visit. Our new educational ex-
hibits should help in this regard. I am en-
couraged by the positive feedback that
we have had from many of our visitors.

Advertising is another area that
ACAM needs to improve its performance
in. I am pleased to note that Metro
Transist has allowed us to leave the bus
signage inside their busses for May, June
and July as they had some empty spots.
This advertising has come at no charge
to the Museum (with the exception of the
cost of making the signage). Also, the
Airport Authority has continued to allow
the Museum to leave its exhibit up and
have now moved it onto the main level,
increasing its walk by traffic substancially,
and I have received many comments from
friends that have been traveling and seen
it. Our thanks to both of these organiza-
tions for providing such valuable help to
our Museum.

Welcome to Eleanor Humphries the
new CEO of HIAA!

With summer here, I know many of
you will be out traveling the highways, I
wish you a great summer and hope to see
you and your families visit the Museum.

Rob

Left: Our Exhibit at the airport.

Above: Part of the $90 Million Terminal Expansion Program. YHZ continues to
grow!

Wanted!
Current (2005) Photos of every aircraft on outdoor display in

Atlantic Canada for a future Newsletter Story.
E-mail to: acam@ednet.ns.ca or Snail Mail on the Cover

Stories and Story Ideas for Future Issues.

Editors Note: I am currently out of articles for the next issue of our newsletter.
I appeal to each of you to send me some stories, ideas, material, photos etc.

Thank you to Ken Brown, Richard Stoker, Bob Aikens, Mark Peapell, Glenn
McCarron, Danny Price, Karen Sinclair, Cora Nelson, Frank MacLoon, Tim
Staples, Kevin MacIlreith, Dave McMahon, Todd Pomerleau for the contribu-
tions that we have used in the last 3 issues.


