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The Atlantic Canada Aviation Museum
Halifax International Airport

P.O. Box 44006
1658 Bedford Highway

Bedford, N.S.
B4A 3X5

Website: http://acam.ednet.ns.ca
E-Mail: acam@ednet.ns.ca

Upcoming Meeting Dates:
The next General Meeting of the ACAM
Membership will be at ACAM on May 31st.
This will be our 3rd Annual Spring Meet
and Greet Barbeque.  Doors open at 6:00
and food will be on at 6:30. Dress is casual,
warm.

Please RSVP to Rob by May 24th to help
plan the food purchase.
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Above: A V-22 Ospery lands at
Halifax International Airport. The
Ospery test program is back in
Halifax for further icing trials. For
more information on this unique
program see page 16.

Photo by: Ken Brown

Left: Building renovations con-
tinue at ACAM

Photo by: Rob MacIlreith
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Museum Notes
Avenger:

As the Avenger restoration project
has officially wrapped up, the last and
most important job is being concluded
by the crew. Recently the crew members
have been visiting key friends and spon-
sors of the project making presentations
to thank all of the people who helped make
our restoration of the Avenger into the
success it has been.

Top Left: Bill Leeming of ACAM presents
appreciation plaque to Jerry Wilcox who
painted Tanker 24.

Top Right: Bob Purdue of ACAM pre-
sents appreciation plaque to Debbie
Ferris-Bates of Feminine Touch Signs. 

Bottom Left: Don Henry of ACAM pre-
sents appreciation plaque to Ian Oliver
of Atlantic Pacific Transport  

Bottom Right: Don Henry of ACAM
presents framed photo of completed
Tanker 24 on display to Peter Amirault of
Forest Protection Limited.    
 
  
 

 

Facility:
This winter we have, again, focused

most of our efforts on preserving and
improving our facility to better meet the
needs of our organization and its mem-
bership. Our main focus has been to cre-
ate a Boardroom that can be used as a
meeting area to entertain, as well as, a
work area or even a classroom in the fu-
ture. The Boardroom is being outfitted
with a kitchenette and will also be used
as the lunchroom for the summer staff and
tourism staff. It is our goal to make this
area a place that is useable all year round
for our members

Once we completed the Bob Aiken’s
model exhibit cabinets, the members
moved up to the Information building to
begin this project. What should have
been a relatively easy project has become
a very long and expensive operation. Prior
to beginning we realized that there would

Above: Beginning to remove drywall and the extent of water damage begins to be
revealed.  The yellow insulation shows that this problem was repaired once before by
the Province but was not fixed.  (Gene Hamilton Photo)
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be issues with the windows in the old
Kitchen / Library 2 area. These windows
have been a problem for years and the
Province had done very little to fix these
issues. Once we began to clean out the
kitchen and open up some of the walls,
our worst fears were confirmed. In fact,
what we found was much worse then we
expected to find. In the end it we were
forced to replace the entire outer wall due
to the rot and water damage caused by
the windows. Replacing this wall is one
of those jobs that once you started it’s
hard to find a place to stop. As the pho-
tos show, we had to replace the front cor-
ner of the building, up to the roof level of
the building. We replaced 16 inches of
the front wall and the entire wall from the
corner of the building to the utility room
doors.

Replacing this much wall went rela-
tively smoothly over 2 Saturdays. With
the help of an old “I” beam we have on
site and a pair of jack posts, we assumed
the weight of the roof and then removed
the wall. The cedar siding is completely
shot and will have to be replaced. Every
year we have been replacing the worst
areas of rot in the siding and this project
has revealed how bad the rot in the sid-
ing actually is. The rest of the building
siding is in a similar state of repair, we will
have to find a way to have the Province
step up and fulfill their obligations in our
lease. [As a side note: the Board of Direc-
tors is after the Province to do that this
year, hopefully we’ll have some good
news to report in a future issue.]

As part of our improvements to the
building, we did not replace the rotten
windows. These windows were not
needed in the building as they caused
sunlight fading concerns for any artefacts
in the area and security concerns, as well
as, another series of windows to caulk
and paint around every few years. Siding
will have to wait until the summer when
the cash is flowing again. For the winter
the wall has been caulked and tar papered
to winterize it. We were very fortunate to
have such a mild winter. The Saturday
crew could not believe that we were lucky

Above: Rot and moisture close up. The team working on this project felt that this
framing material was not worth saving and removed all of it, replacing everything
with new materials.

Below: The damage continued in all three pairs of windows, this photo shows the
worst of the damage. The dividing wall between the utility room and the Boardroom
has already been removed. This wall was moved back 4 feet and put back up after the
outer wall was reframed and enclosed.
(Gene Hamilton Photos)
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enough to have 4 nice Saturday’s in Jan
and Feb to work on this portion of the
project. While making repairs to the build-
ing, we replaced the window in the old
manager’s office with a new vinyl thermal
paned unit that is much smaller. The old
window was a single pane unit that was a
security concern, as well as, a structural
concern.

Inside, to merge the manager’s of-
fice, kitchen, hall and closet into one room,
we had to install a carry beam to remove
the closet area. Also, to make the best
utilization of space in the Boardroom, we
removed 4 feet of the utility room (space
that has been traditionally wasted space).
This space is now included in the Board-
room and will be where the kitchenette is
placed. We have had to move the drain-
age pipe in the floor for the sink installa-
tion and have relocated the hot and cold
water lines to bring them down in the wall.
Space is at a premium and we have been
working hard to use every square foot as
efficiently as possible.

With the loss of the old kitchen as
Library 2, we will have to revisit where
artifacts are stored and what is practical
for the Museum and what is not. Cur-
rently the lobby of the Information Cen-
ter building is full of the items that were
in Library 2 and the building materials that
we need for the project. The acquisitions
committee will be heavily involved with
these choices and we will have to look at
our policies to make sure that the collec-
tion is weeded properly.

To all of the crew members who have
pulled together to work on this time sen-
sitive project, I’d like to thank you for
your hard work. Also, I’d like to thank
Dave Amero and the staff at Piercey’s for
their continued support of our building
and development projects.

Right: The completed corner and wall
enclosed and covered in tar paper.

(Rob MacIlreith Photo)

Left: This photo shows that the portion
of the window that was repaired by the
province but was not fixed. A large por-
tion of rot was found in the corner which
required that the corner itself was re-
placed, resulting in a lot more work for
our crew.

Below and bottom right: The corner has
been repaired and rebuilt. These photos
show our second day of replacing wall
and all of the demolition for the day has
been completed. The crew enjoyed a beau-
tiful +10 degree day to do this portion of
the project. As one can imagine there was
lots of “drive through” jokes made dur-
ing construction.

(Gene Hamilton Photos)
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Top: The roof shows previous water dam-
age from leaks in the past.
Above: Don Hirtle stands in the new
Boardroom in front of where the windows
used to be. Note the new carry beam in-
stalled in the room.
(All photos unless noted on this page by

Rob MacIlreith)

Top: Rerouted plumbing drain. The
counter will cover the drain.
Above: Nick and Michael working on
insulation with Rob in the background.
Nick holds a piece of R40 for the ceiling.
We have tried to seal the room to make it
useable all year round.

(Glenn McCarron Photo)

Top: The new window in the Boardroom.
This window replaces the old 3’ x 6’ unit
that was a single pane of glass.
Above: Looking into the kitchen nook.
This is where we took 4 feet out of the
utility room to better utilize the space in
the boardroom.

Update:
As we go to press on March 26th,

the gyprocking of the Boardroom, along
with crackfilling and sanding is complete.
We primed the room with paint on the
25th and were beginning to clean up some
of our construction mess. In addition, re-
organizing of Library 1 is in progress with
a reorganization of this area being com-
pleted. Updates to the power and phone
system for tourism area have been com-
pleted and this area is slated for drywall
repairs and paint in the next few weeks.

In addition, minor electrical repairs

and drywall work from last years
mezzainine level project are being carried
out in the gift shop office and this area
will be completed at the same time.

Plans for the bottom cabinets in the
Boardroom are complete and construc-
tion will begin in the next 2 weeks. With
flooring and a T-bar ceiling yet to be in-
stalled, as well as, lighting and a few other
finishing items, we will have our work cut
out for us to finish this project on-time.

As always, I have to commend our
“regulars” for their hard work on the
Museum’s behalf.

Avenger Presentation:
Michael White has completed a

power point presentation on the Avenger
restoration that he has been showing at
several flew markets this spring in an ef-
fort to raise public interest in the Museum.

Michael has offered to show the pre-
sentation at the General Meeting in May.
Harvard Presentation:

The Harvard restoration power point
has been completed by 2 students from
Leslie Thomas and the exhibit has been
editted to meet the Museum’s standards
and will be on exhibit this season.
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HIAA Service Learning
Map Project
By Rob MacIlreith

My students at Leslie Thomas Jun-
ior High are making great progress on
their map project. As this is written, right
before March Break; we have just com-
pleted the wiring of the diorama. There
are 40 individual circuits running over 120
LED’s in the map. At this stage of the
project, all of the backing color has been
applied and once the electronics are com-
pleted, we have to paint the Museum blue
color on the base of the box and then
apply the buildings, grass, trees, fencing
and any other 3D items to the map to
complete the diorama. We are pretty much
on time to complete the project in time to
show it at the school’s Student Show-
case in early May. It is my hope that the
map will be delivered to ACAM immedi-
ately after the showcase is finished, as
the map is very heavy and awkward to
move.

At the time of writing we have spent
some 500+ man-hours of time on the
project and over 30 students have par-
ticipated in production in some way,
shape or form. Students who have vol-
unteered to work on days that they
choose have carried out most work at
noon hour or after school.

Above: The students who wired the map display. From left to right: Sarah F (Gr 7),
Samantha C (Gr 9), Tiah T (Gr9), Nita D (Gr 9) and Brady F (Gr 7). These students
wired the entire map with help from their teacher and all 40 circuits powered up
right the first time.
Below: Emily W (Gr 8), Lauren C (Gr 8) and Adrianna D (Gr 8) painting the backing
color on the map during a noon hour.

Left Top: Allison F and Sarah F (Gr 7’s)
paint foam core buildings for the di-
orama.
Left Bottom: Tiah and Nita (Gr 9’s) sol-
der up the connectors from the button
board to the map and run the wires for
the switches.
Right: Kelsey C (Gr 7) starts painting
the backing color for the grass on the
map. All of the dark green area will be
covered by grass and trees in the di-
orama. The LED’s on the map have not
been installed at this time.
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In the summer of 04, I started to think
about taking my son Geoffrey to the IPMS
US Nationals in Atlanta
Georgia.  Geoffrey has been quite suc-
cessful at the local modelling shows so I
wanted him to experience the “big time”
at least once before he became too old to
compete at the junior level.  Mark Peapell
had mentioned before that I should go to
one of these shows so when I told him
what I was thinking about he said he
would like to attend as well. 

Geoffrey worked on four entries in 1/
72 airplanes, all WWII fighters.  A P-47,
Spitfire, Fw 190 and a Bf 109.  He took the
Messerschmitt to CAMS in Fredericton
in April and it won Best of Show in the
Junior category there.  After much plan-
ning and anticipation, finally the big day
arrived and we left for Atlanta.  The show
was held over 4 days in the third week of
July.  Geoff and I arrived in Atlanta after a
trouble free journey.  Mark was to join us
later that day but the travel gremlins in-
tervened and his luggage was lost and
Mark ended up getting stuck in Toronto
and arrived in Atlanta the next day.

  Upon arrival, the first thing we did
after checking into our hotel was to go
and register at the convention.  That was
relatively painless but good thing I no-
ticed, they almost forgot to give me my
banquet tickets!  As soon as we regis-
tered, we went into a very large room that
you could have easily played hockey in; I
have never seen so many tables!  It was
early afternoon of the first day so there
weren’t many displays there yet.  Over
the next two days the hall progressively
filled up and by Friday afternoon there
were some 3200 competition entries and
700 other models on display!  Let’s put
that in perspective:  it was 1000 more com-
petition entries than ever before and I
think the big displays were a first as well.
If you looked at each model for 30 sec-
onds you would need over 32 hours to
see them all!  That’s a lot of models!

Our Trip to the International Plastic Modellers Society, US Nationals
By Iain Matheson

After Geoff had his models set up,
we roamed around the room having a
peak at the other exhibits. At 3pm we gath-
ered at the entrance to another equally
large room which was totted to be the
World’s largest hobby shop for four
days.  When the doors opened at 3pm
there was a human tidal wave entering
the room but the room was so big that
once through the doorway, people were
able to spread out easily.  A week or two
before the show opened, Mike West of
Lone Star Hobbies had announced an
interior detail set for the Fujimi Bf 110.  I
knew this would be a good seller so I told
Geoff to move quickly and look for his
stand.  He found it and signalled me and
I think I was Mike’s first paying customer
of the show!  Then we just sort of spread
out to wander around and absorb the
items for sale.  If you have never been to
one of these things, let me tell you that
they are a tough thing to do.  There is
just so much and you don’t necessarily
want to buy the first things you see.  I
tried to size the thing up and literally my
head started to hurt trying to absorb it
all!  By the time the evening came I was
“shopped out” for the day.  One other
thing I did was ensure I had some raffle
tickets.  Apparently there is an ongoing
raffle throughout the convention so I
bought 30 tickets for $20 hoping for some
luck.

Day two started off well, as Mark
made it to the convention and when I
checked out the raffle results I already
had two winning tickets!  Things were
looking up.  The day was spent between
the exhibits and the shopping with the
shopping winning. In the afternoon we
went to a Six Flags Park and took in some
awesome roller coaster rides.  Unfortu-
nately a lightning storm came in so the
rides were suspended.  After a short wait
we decided to go get supper. Later that
night The Aircraft Resource Center and
Two Bobs Decals hosted a get together

where we met up with the IPMS Canada
squad of Steve Sauve, Jamie Leggo and
Randy Lutz.

Day three started off with another
raffle win and continued on with more
browsing the exhibits and shopping. 
There was always the hope of discover-
ing a hidden gem!  With the judging due
that night the exhibit hall was filling up
fast with an amazing collection of mod-
els.  Dragon Hobbies was also hosting a
Model Expo in another very large room
so it was our duty to go and check that
out.  Oh to be a kid again with a dad with
lots of money!  What a collection of toys
they had.  This would have been an
armour guys heaven.

Day four, a Saturday, started with yet
another raffle win.  Before the day was
over I would win again!  Better to be lucky
than good they say! This time it was a
Dremel tool, the other wins were decals, a
kit and some literature.  This was the day
I set aside for picture taking so in the big

Geoff Matheson and his award winning
Bf-109.

Continued on Page 18.
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Caption
That Photo

A new fun little contest. Submit a
caption for the photo at left. Submissions
will be run in the next issue of the news-
letter. Submissions can be e-mailed to the
editor at: acam@ednet.ns.ca
Example: Suggested Caption
(Sung to the Sesame Street Tune) “One
of these things is not like the other!?!”

Holland College Jazzes
PT-6 Up

The Aircraft Maintenance Technician
course of Holland College completed a
project in October which was part
of the Corrosion Control module. One of
the subjects taught is proper corrosion
removal and treatment techniques. We
were looking for a project that would
give us some painting experience on an
aircraft. One idea that came up was to
paint out PT-6 Turbine engine trainer and
give it some pizzazz.

The entire process took aproximatley
8 days to complete and was recorded with
pictures. All of the Students received a
mark of 100% for the practical portion of
this module.

Students take the following subjects
in the course: Math, Physics, Comput-
ers/Communications, A/C Structures, A/
C Sheet Metal, Composites, Structural Re-
pair, Corrosion Control, Basic AC and DC,
A/C Electrical systems, Maintenance ,
Proceedures, Workshop Practices, In-
spection & Measuring, Transmission of
Power, Inspections, Gas Turbine Basics,
Rotary Wing 1 & 2, Hydraulics & Pneu-
matics, Flight Controls & Rigging, Land-
ing Gear, Avionics Comms & Nav
Maintenance, Regs Maintenance, Man-
agement, Gas Turbine Operations, Pro-
pellers, Reciprocating Engine Basics,
Maintenance and Operations, Inspec-

tions, Fuel Delivery and Exhaust
Instruments, A/C Systems 1 & 2.

Each module is two weeks in length
except Math, Physics and Computer/
Communications ( which are most of the
first year).
Top From left to right with the finished
project are: Walter McVane-Pearson,
Ryan Scott, Darcy McCabe, Marcel
Olson, and Instructor Don Penney.
Right: Students hard at work sanding
and preparing for paint.
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Hi.  I helped start ACAM with Bob
Grantham, Reg Clarke and others.  I
worked on the newsletter for a couple of
years and spent “every” Saturday with
an aviation display in a mall or at an
airshow.   Then one day I was at the Mi-
ami Airshow at Opa Locka on a HOT day
just before the flying started and I said I
am going to the beach to swim and chat-
ted with a woman in a bikini and have a
wine at the Cleavelander’s sidewalk cafe
on Ocean Drive.   That was it for hobby
aviation.  Of course I was a controller in
Halifax tower so I still got to see aircraft.

Last week, I went to the Shearwater
Aviation Museum to find some photos
for a friend who is building a house on
the hill in Chezzetcook where the range
hut for the Navy’s air to ground firing
range was.   I spend all day enjoying the
library/reference room.  That night I got
on the Internet and traded my photos of
F-86s and Vulcan’s with people in En-
gland and the U.S.  I went back to Shear-
water today.  The local Canadian Avia-
tion Historical Society’s newsletter had
reprints from the ACAM newsletter.  To-
night I typed in ACAM and have been
reading your great newsletter.   Wow!

Love the colour photos of the TBMs
in Fredericton.  I took a few photos
there.   Especially liked the photos of vis-
iting aircraft at YHZ.  I have been retired
for two years but when the tower moved
across the field I stopped going into the
Shell Aerocenter to take photos.  It was
nice to see the shots of the Swiss Hunt-
ers and the Beluga among others that I
controlled.
          Anyway.  It is wonderful what has
been done at the Museum.   The news-
letter is a great, online resource.   Well
done.     All I really wanted to say was
that in the interest of historical accuracy
the caption on the Banshee photo in the
May/June 2003 issue should say H.M.C.S.
Magnificent under the bridge.

The photo was shot in January 1956
and the Bonaventure was not commis-
sioned until 17 January 1957 in Belfast.  I

have one of the original, large, framed
lithographs handed out by McDonnell
Aircraft of 100 over the bridge and have
copies of other shots taken that day.  The
Maggie had a straight deck and the
Bonnie’s was angled.    100 (126392) made
it  to the end of the Banshee era and was
either scrapped down by the water at
Shearwater or used for fire training there
or at Debert.  Several of us played on the
retired Banshees on the base and took
photos. The color shots are of the Debert
Banshee.  The late Navy pilot Cdr. Laidler
told me the Banshee would fly forever on
internal fuel so they seldom used the tip
tanks.  When you walked down the ac-
tual fuel cell space inside this one at
Debert you could appreciate that.  The
piece missing on the tail bumper became
the tail bumper on the late fighter pilot
Walter Sloan’s BD 5.

This hulk actually came back to
Dartmouth on a truck, was spotted by late
ACAM member Carman Crowell, and we
all went to photograph the bits again.  I
wish someone had seen it going up to
Debert on a truck so we would know the
number.  I understand there is a museum
at Debert now.  Maybe someone at
Debert took a photo.      The B/Ws show
that 126422 was burnt at Shearwater for
fire training.

Barrie MacLeod

Letter to the Editor

Opps: That is the Magnificent in the
background, thats my mistake.

-Rob

Top 2 photos show the Banshee hulk at
Debert in recent years.

Below: 126422, like many Banshee’s met
its fate in a fireball being used to train
fire-fighters. Such a sad end to the nobel
Banshee.

(Barry MacLeod Photos)
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In the Air and On the Ground
Right: The new Air Tractor 802 with the
Avenger taking off over it. Taken at the
Juniper Airstrip in the summer of 2005.
Note: The box on the top of the engine
cowl of the 802. This panel provides the
pilot with critical values so they don’t
have to look down at the instrument panel
when flying low, it also includes GPS guid-
ance for spray work.

[Photo By: Jamie Dyer via Frank
MacLoon.]

Below: We all know the science of flight
but when you see the size of this “beast”
it really boggles the mind how it actually
gets off the ground! AN-124 (UR-82029).

(Ken Brown Photo)

Left: Top Aces Alpha Jet with RAF Jag-
uars in the background.
Right: One of 8 RAF Jaguars that stopped
at YHZ while returning to the UK after
Red Flag. Also seen with the Jaguars was
2 VC-10’s, 1 C-130J and 1 RAF C-
17(Mid Right). Also on the ground that
day was a Canadian C-130E,  4 Alpha Jets
and the US Ospery.

(Ken Brown Photos)
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Above: The A-380 prototype arrives in Iqaluit for cold soak trials. The aircraft spent 5 days operating in -35C temperatures. The
aircraft was left unpowered for a full 12 hours and then started and operated under these extreme conditions and apparently
performed very well. On the way back to Europe this aircraft is reported to have carried out polar navigation tests as well.  The
first operator, Singapore Airlines, will recieve its first A-380 in late 2006.  To date Airbus has received orders for 159 aircraft
from 16 operators.

(Received via e-mail, unknown photographer)

Above: Norweigan P-3 (3297) outside of IMP in late Feb. Sea King 12431 is under-
going maintenance as well and is parked in the fore ground

(Ken Brown Photo)

Top: C-5 Galaxy (70039) from Dover AFB
at HFX. Bottom: Sky Service takes an-
other boat load South in March.  (RM)

Send your submissions to
acam@ednet.ns.ca please
make sure to include the
photoographers name for

credit. Copyrighted photos
will not be accepted.
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The central Newfoundland towns of
Botwood and Norris Arm, and the Town
of Foynes, Ireland are exploring partner-
ship opportunities for the Flying Boat
Festival International (FBFI) which is be-
ing organized for the summer of 2007.

A celebration of the well-known Fly-
ing Boat era which saw hundreds of  non-
stop Atlantic crossings between
Botwood and Foynes, the FBFI project
also includes newly developed infrastruc-
ture and  attractions in the two Bay of
Exploits communities. Initial consulta-
tions with representatives of the Foynes
Flying Boat Museum have been met with
an enthusiastic response. Communica-
tions have been ongoing for a number of
months via e-mail, and this past Sept., a
conference call was held between local
FBFI  committee representatives and
members of the Foynes Museum Board
of Directors.

Foynes representatives have been
asked to consider a cultural exchange, in-
cluding: music and other forms of enter-
tainment, food, crafts, reciprocal pavil-
ions, and dignitary visitations. Significant
financial contributions to FBFI project
have been made by both Service Canada
through the Canada/Newfoundland
Labour Market Development Agreement,
and by the Atlantic Canada Opportuni-
ties Agency (ACOA), via the former Stra-
tegic Community Investment Fund.

A new web site for the festival was
launched in Nov. -
www.flyingboatfestival.ca. The site has
already received responses and enquiries
from aviation enthusiasts, and festival
coordinators are in the process of mak-
ing contact via email with hundreds of
flying boat and aviation organizations and
devotees throughout North America and
around the world.

HISTORIC CONNECTION
In 2007 the main celebration for the

FBFI will be held as this year marks the
70th anniversary of an important event in
aviation history. On July 5, 1937 two fly-
ing boats - one eastbound from Botwood

Flying Boat Festival Going International

and the other westbound from Foynes -
were each successful in their attempts to
traverse the Atlantic Ocean non-stop.
This event is said to have heralded a new
era in human connectivity.

Although experimental, these first tri-
umphant flights were touted as a tremen-
dous feat by the media of the day. They
led to a short, but colourful, period in
aviation history which included 492
scheduled flying boat Atlantic crossings
between 1939 and 1945.

At a time when Britain, and later the
U.S., were inevitably being drawn closer
to a formal declaration of war, and during
WWII itself, the Ireland-Newfoundland
flying boat connection was the central
part of an important transportation route
starting in Port Washington New York,
through the Bay of Exploits, and ending
in South Hampton England. Dignitaries
and entertainers such as Winston
Churchill and Bob Hope were among
those who travelled between North
America and Europe via flying boat.

RE-ENACTMENT FLIGHT
The initial seed from which this size-

able project grew was planted by a resi-

dent of Norris Arm, Pat White. In fact, the
highlight of the 2007 festival will be a re-
enactment, by Mr. White and his son Ian
as co-pilot, of the 1937 crossing from
Botwood to Foynes. Mr. White ap-
proached representatives of the Norris
Arm Council who contacted the Town of
Botwood and the initial committee was
struck.  Mr. White, who is a water bomber
pilot and who owns and operates GFT
Aerospace Technologies and EVAS Air,
is now in the process of acquiring an air-
craft which will be used for the flight to
Foynes.

He said the flying boat he is plan-
ning to obtain is known by different
names - a Canso in Canada, a Catalina in
Europe. or a PBY in the US. “This is a
unique aircraft,” he said. “It was a PBY-5
(Catalina) being used for reconnaissance
which spotted the Bismark one day be-
fore the German navy’s flagship was de-
stroyed in May of ’41. And the PBY was
used extensively against the Japanese
during WW2 in the Pacific - most nota-
bly at the Battle of Midway.

”Newfoundland has a background in
the flying boat business,” said Mr. White,

American Clipper refueling at Botwood.
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“from a historical perspective, and also
stemming from our need to maintain a fleet
of water bombers.” From a development
viewpoint Mr. White said he hopes the
flight re-enactment will place more focus
on the Bay of Exploits, and that the FBFI
will foster more development in central
Newfoundland. After the re-enactment,
the aircraft will be based out of the Bay of
Exploits and will be utilized for aerial tours
and other tourism-related activities.

Realizing the potential scope for an
international flying boat celebration, the
FBFI Committee sought, and was success-
ful in obtaining, funding from ACOA, and
from the provincial government, for a
consultant’s study. This culminated in the
production of an extensive document
which provided numerous recommenda-
tions for the Flying Boat Committee
(FBC), including product development,
marketing, and organizational initiatives.
“With the interest which has already been
expressed by representatives of the
Foynes Flying Boat Museum, and our
expectations of an enthusiastic response
from the aviation community, this will truly
be an event of international proportions,”
said FBFI committee co-chair Scott
Sceviour. “We believe this has the po-
tential to grow into a large scale event.”

NEW ATTRACTIONS
New attractions which have already

been developed or which are under con-
struction at the present time include: a

new Flying Boat Museum in Botwood;
three detailed flying boat models for dis-
play in the new museum; and a brand new
festival site in Norris Arm. “Everyone in-
volved is enthusiastic about FBFI devel-
opments to date,” said the committee’s
Product Development Coordinator, Karen
Dunphy. “During the festival, we are plan-
ning to make many of our local activities
Irish/Newfoundland in flavour. This in-
cludes everything from music to food to
other special events. “We have had a
great response from the people in Norris
Arm during our initial local community
committee meetings, and Botwood has a
well organized event already in place with
its former Seaport Festival.”

Ms. Dunphy noted that current
projects comprise the first phase of the
overall plan. Phase two would include the
reconstruction of the old hanger in Norris
Arm to be used as a local museum and
multipurpose facility. She also noted that
major developments are taking place at
the Foynes Ireland Flying Boat Museum.
The Foynes expansion, which cost 2 mil-
lion, started in June 2005 and should be
completed by May 2006. They include ex-
tending current museum exhibits, build-
ing a full size Boeing 314 Flying
Boat on water for visitors to go through,
and creating a large multi purpose space
for exhibitions. The Foynes museum site
is on the Internet at
www.flyingboatmuseum.com and it con-
tains a downloadable brochure outlining
all expansion plans.

GOVERNMENT PARTNERS
In addition to helping with a consult-

ant study, government support for the
FBFI has been significant to date. The
Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency
(ACOA) has provided funding for the new
Botwood Flying Boat Museum, a small
theatre within this building, and for three
scale models of flying boats
which will be on display - a total of
$237,400. In addition ACOA put up
$31,400 to help with the development of
the new Norris Arm site. Further, ACOA
supported the initial consultant study to
the tune of $32,000, with an additional

The interactive model of the Boeing 314
Clipper for the Town of Botwood’s Fly-
ing Boat Museum will soon be completed
by Microtechnia of Montreal. The Clip-
per is one of three new models which will
be on display this summer.

$9,000 in support from the Province of
Newfoundland and Labrador.
Total ACOA funding to date for the FBFI
now stands at $300,900.

In addition to ACOA’s contributions
Service Canada which now encompasses
the former Department of Human Re-
sources and Skills Development Canada
(HRSDC) has provided significant sup-
port. This included a $106,186 contribu-
tion in labour and overhead costs on the
Norris Arm festival site; $80,000 for
labour and overhead during site construc-
tion and preparation for the new Botwood
museum; and $72,792 in wages and over-
head which enabled the FBFI volunteer
committee to hire a product development
and a marketing coordinator. This adds
up to $258,978 to date from Service
Canada.

Botwood and Norris Arm have also
contributed to the overall project through
administration input.

A Cub, A Truck, A Packing Crate...
Received from Bruce Atkinson via e-mail

The owner of the Cub was experi-
encing engine problems and landed in
Whitehorse. He spent the next morning
with the engineers trying sort things out,
but, not being able to do so by lunch time,
they went for something to eat. Now, be-
ing an experienced pilot, (over 20,000 hrs),
he tied the wings to the embedded tie
downs, but then, for some unknown rea-
son, tied the tail to one of the fuel trucks.

The fueler, a short time later, went to
answer a call and started to drive off when
he heard what sounded like a really loud
“rrrriiip” where upon he stopped and
discovered the destroyed Cub with the
fuselage essentially torn from the “se-
cured” wings. Apparently the owner got
very excited about the whole incident
(naturally!), but he started to calm down
a bit when the RCMP asked if it was nor-
mal to tie a plane to a truck.

He still doesn’t know why he did it.
Last I heard it was crated and about to be
shipped back down to California.
Hence the phrase: “YOU IDIOT!!!”
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Aurora News:
Ken Brown reports that the Canadian

Military has decided they will keep all the
Aurora fleet flying.  However, the three
CP-140A Arcturus will still be retired as
was reported in the last newsletter.

Labrador Fleet Disposals
Eight Labradors have been sold to

Columbia Helicopters in Washington
State.  The Labs that were sold are be-
lieved to be: 302, 303, 304, 306, 307, 312,
316 and 318. 306 had been stored at CFB
Greenwood, 303 was at Gander and 307
was stored at Comox. The others were all
stored at CFB Mountainview.  Only two
are going to be preserved. 301 went to
the Canadian Aviation Museum recently
and 315 is going to the RCAF Museum at
Trenton as mentioned in the Winter 2005
issue.  The following story was taken from
www.aviationtoday.com and sent in by
Ken Brown.

Columbia Gets Vertol 107 and BV234
Type Certificates, Buys

“Baby Chinooks”
Columbia Helicopters has acquired

the type certificates for the Vertol 107II
and BV234 Chinook helicopters from
Boeing. The 107 is the civilian version of
the CH-46, while the 234 is the civilian
version of the CH-47.

Only 13 commercial versions of the
Chinook were built, of which two were
lost in accidents. Of the remaining 11,
Columbia has eight, only seven of which
are airworthy. The remaining three were
purchased by the Taiwan Army for disas-
ter relief, search and rescue and VIP trans-
port. Those were subsequently donated
to the Taiwan Department of Forestry.

Based on the CH-47C, the Model 234
has a longer nose to accept radar, ex-
tended-range fuel tanks, passenger-type

In the News
windows and overhead baggage com-
partments.

Columbia has also acquired eight
Vertol CH-113 Labradors from the Cana-
dian government that have been retired
from SAR operations. The CH-113 is the
Canadian designation for the 107. Added
to its fleet of 15 107s, the Canadian air-
craft will give the Aurora, Ore.-based com-
pany a total of 23 Vertol 107 types. Their
acquisition was based on future fleet ex-
pansion plans, said Peter Lance,
Columbia’s executive vice president and
vice president of flight operations.

The acquisition of the Canadian
107s, or “Baby Chinooks,” makes Colum-
bia the world’s only commercial operator
of the 107 or 234 helicopters.

Acquisition of the type certificates
for the two cargo rotorcraft primarily was
aimed at reducing the maintenance pro-
cess for the aircraft, eliminating the re-
quirement to go through Boeing when
dealing with either the FAA or parts ven-
dors for the aircraft. “This allows us to
take over our own destiny in acquiring
parts and dealing with vendors,” Lance
said.

IMP Modifies Sea Kings
IMP Aerospace is in the process of

modifying 5 Sea Kings to the tactical troop
transport roll (similar to the Westland
Commando in RAF service).   Sea King
441 is the prototype for conversion, which
is supposed to be quite extensive.  A lo-
cal Sea King Navigator recently told the
editor that the 5 airframes that will be modi-
fied are all Bravo models. Chief of De-
fense Staff, Gen. Rick Hiller, claims the
aircraft will not be shipped to Afghani-
stan, although the use of the aircraft in
an amphibious role was not ruled out.
Below: 12441 at NSIAS 03

CF-18 Replacement Program
South of the border, the United States

continues to work on and develop the
Joint Strike Fighter (JSF). Canada and
seven other nations are partners in the
JSF program and these nations are ex-
pected to be in a position to let the US
know late this summer how many aircraft
they are going to require and when.
Canada has currently invested 150 mil-
lion US dollars in the project and will have
to invest much more before the program
is concluded, if we buy into the project.
At this time, the US Defence Department
sees a likely requirement for the first air-
craft to come on stream in 2012 with a
possible Canadian in service date of 2017.
The aircraft will not come cheap, currently
a projected cost of $10.5 Billion would
replace the 80 strong CF-18 Fleet.
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Above: Sea King 12438 being brought ashore after being recovered from 16 meters
of water. The aircraft is in surprisingly good shape after being ditched and rolling
over before sinking.

((Allan J. Kortsen, photo) http://www.planepictures.net/netshow.php?id=445806)

Sea King Ditching
A temporary grounding order has

been lifted after Sea King 12438 ditched
in the ocean while trying to land aboard
HMCS Athabaskan. The Sea King
crashed about 50 km off the coast of Den-
mark and was recovered from the ocean
floor, 16 meters below. The next day and
transported to shore where a full investi-
gation is in progress. At the time of writ-
ing a conclusion on the accident had not
been made public  The Athabaskan is
currently attached to NATO Standing
Force Atlantic as the flagship. A replace-
ment Sea King was detached to join the
Athabaskan in late February and should
join the ship in early March

Right: Sea King 12438, during a flying display at Shearwater in Sept 2002.
(Rob MacIlreith Photo)

Halifax International
Tops Again!

Halifax International Airport has
landed three top-place finishes in the 2005
AETRA airport customer satisfaction sur-
vey for the second consecutive year.

Halifax ranked first in overall passen-
ger satisfaction for airports worldwide
with under five million passengers, for the
third year in a row. In addition, this was

the second time Halifax was rated as best
airport in the Americas of any size for over-
all satisfaction, and best domestic airport
worldwide. Sixty-six airports participated
in the survey, including such world-re-
nowned airports as London Heathrow,
Sydney (Australia), Amsterdam Schiphol,
Beijing, and Denver, as well as other Ca-
nadian airports including Vancouver,
Edmonton, Ottawa, and Toronto.

“We’d like to express our gratitude

to passengers who voted and the airport
employees who made us number one,”
says Eleanor Humphries, President &
CEO Halifax International Airport Author-
ity. “This achievement is a tribute to the
hard work, tremendous effort and excep-
tional service commitment by our own em-
ployees, volunteer hosts, and the front-
line staff from our many partner organiza-
tions,” she says.

Top Aces at Halifax
As reported in Spring 2005, Top Aces

have purchased 8 Alpha jets and up-
graded the avionics and ejection seats.
Four of the aircraft were in Halifax in early
March. The Alpha Jets are all ex-Luftwaffe
aircraft and still retain their German color
schemes. Top Aces won the contract to
perform the combat support role for the
military. The contract is valued at 94 mil-
lion over 3 years.

Above: 3 of 4 Alpha Jets at Halifax International in early March. C-GQTA is seen in
the middle of this trio. (Ken Brown Photo)
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United Airlines Lands in Halifax
with Non-stop Daily Service To

Washington, D.C.
 

United Airlines will introduce daily
non-stop service from Halifax Interna-
tional Airport to Washington, Dulles be-
ginning June 8th. United’s regional part-
ner Shuttle America will operate the route
utilizing a 70-seat Embraer 170 regional
jet. This will be United Airlines first op-
eration in Halifax and marks a long-over-
due return of a non-stop flight from the
Atlantic region to the U.S. Capital.

 “We are very pleased to welcome
United Airlines to our community,” says
Eleanor Humphries, President & CEO for
Halifax International Airport Authority
(HIAA). “This is great news for air trav-
elers, and the Atlantic Canadian economy
as a whole. The return of daily service to
Washington will provide travelers with
more options, more choice, and direct
access to another key U.S. destination
and major airline hub,” she says.

 “This is a tremendous announce-
ment for businesses in Greater Halifax. Our
organization, through our relationship
with the Greater Washington Initiative,
has long been an advocate and opened
doors for local businesses interested in
doing business in Washington. This daily
service will mean more opportunity and
better access for businesses to one of
the most influential markets in North
America and beyond,” says Stephen
Dempsey, Greater Halifax Partnership.”

 “Our business community has been
instrumental in supporting the case for
this new service, including the Premier’s
Office, the Mayor’s Office, the U.S. Con-
sulate, the Greater Halifax Partnership, the
Chamber of Commerce, Nova Scotia Busi-
ness Inc., the Tourism Industry Associa-
tion of Nova Scotia, Destination Halifax,
Trade Centre Limited, and Jacques
Whitford,” says Jerry Staples, HIAA Vice
President Marketing & Business Devel-
opment. “Their partnership really enabled
us to demonstrate strong regional sup-
port for this service,” he says.

Icing Testing Continues for a Third Year in Halifax
By Rob MacIlreith

Recently, I had the chance to inter-
view Donald Byrne, an ITT Contractor
Flight Test Director with the V-22 Ospery
Program. Recorded below are some ques-
tions and answers on the V-22 test pro-
gram run at Halifax International Airport
during this winter.
This is year 3 in your icing trials in
Halifax. Why the move to YHZ from
Shearwater? Does the runway situation
at Shearwater impact your testing?
With Shearwater being named as the train-
ing base for maintainers and pilots for
Canada’s new Sikorski S-92 helicopter,
hangar refurbishment took the space that
we used the past two years. 
How are the trials going? Is our mild
winter making it hard to find icing con-
ditions? Icing trials are progressing well.
Even with the mild winter we are able to
get the desired conditions at altitude. 
The V-22 is in low rate production and
testing at Pax River and Edwards and I
see that HMM-162 is beginning conver-
sion from the Frog to the Ospery. Are
there any other test programs running
on the bird anywhere else?  VMM 263
will be the first deployed V-22 squadron.
Both pilots and maintainers are currently
being trained at MCAS New River, North
Carolina. There are currently 29 aircraft at
New River with new aircraft being deliv-
ered at a rate of approximately two per
month. 
What changes have been made in the
Ospery design due to the trials work that
has been carried out in NS? Both Ice Pro-
tection System software and airframe
hardware changes are being implemented
as a result of the testing. 
How many personnel are here involved
in the test program? We have 42 person-
nel on site in Nova Scotia, approximately
300 at Pax River and 200 at Edwards Air
Force Base. 
Will there be another year of tests here
next winter? No, we should finish all test-
ing required this year. 
Is the aircraft being tested a Block A or

Block B aircraft? What is the difference
between the 2? Is it mostly software? The
Block A aircraft are training aircraft while
the Block B are the deployable aircraft
that VMM-263 and future squadrons will
fly. The Ice Protection System is being
tested in the Block B configuration. 
What anti-icing features does the air-
craft have?  The aircraft has both de-ice
and anti ice capabilities. Anti ice consists
of engine inlets, windshields, pitot static
tubes, MMR Radome, and rotor blade
parting strips. De-ice consists of rotor
blades and wing pneumatic boots. 
What does a basic icing test profile look
like? Are most flights over land or over
water? Flights are conducted over both
land and water. After takeoff and clearing
Halifax Airport airspace, we fly a level
flight performance point and then climb
through the available cloud layers, mea-
suring outside air temperature and liquid
water content. From this cloud survey
we pick the desired altitude to fly that
matches our desired test conditions. We
fly in the cloud for as long as possible
gathering system operation data. If the
conditions and test results dictate, we
have the capability on board the aircraft
to change the system software in flight
and the go back into the clouds to check
the changes made. After we show accept-
able system performance, we then inject
system faults to measure performance
with known system failures. The goal is
to show system operation from 0 to -20
deg C at various icing intensities.   
Is this a test instrumented aircraft or is
it closer to a true line model? We are fly-
ing a production aircraft that has been
heavily instrumented. 
As the bird comes closer to IOC with the
Marines, excitement must be building.
How does flying this aircraft compare to
flying the CH-46E? How does it compare
on mean maintenance hours and operat-
ing expense? One would assume its sub-
stantially cheaper. Overall the aircraft is
easier to learn how to fly and has many
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more automated systems than a CH-46.
The aircraft has a greatly reduced main-
tenance man-hours per flight hour rate as
compared to other medium lift helicop-
ters in service today. Sorry, I can’t com-
ment on cost. 
How long does it take to fold the rotor
blades and wing? Is this 100% automatic
or does it require hands on somewhere
in the process? The blade fold wing stow
system (BFWS) is fully automatic and
takes under two minutes to complete the
entire process. 
Is the Ospery small enough that it could
land on a frigate or destroyer in an emer-
gency? It depends on the size of the flight
deck. Overall, it can land anywhere a CH-
53 or CH-46 can.  
What happens if one of the blades will
not rotate for the hover? One would as-
sume that the pilot has to beat the blades
off on the ground? Has this sort of fail-
ure occurred anywhere? The LH and RH
nacelle cannot rotate up or down inde-
pendently. They are never allowed to be
more than a couple degrees apart from
each other. If you had failures that pre-
vented you from rotating up to helicop-
ter mode, you would have to land the air-
craft like an airplane accept the damage
to the rotor blades. This conversion sys-
tem is triple redundant and this type of
failure has never occurred in more than
150,000 flight hours. 
How does the aircraft compare to a con-
ventional aircraft in the hover? Have
hoisting trials been done yet? Is the air-
craft capable of performing the SAR
role? The aircraft can do everything a
conventional helicopter can do in a hover.
Single and dual cargo hook operations
have been demonstrated. Also the res-
cue hoist has been demonstrated and the
aircraft is capable of conducting SAR
missions. Fast rope testing has been com-
pleted allowing rapid ingress of troops to
a confined zone, building top, oilrig, etc. 
The aircraft has a unique sound in the
hover or while transitioning to the hover.
Is it louder or is it that it’s just differ-
ent? In hover the noise level is compa-
rable to other medium lift helicopters. The

different sound signature is due to the
shorter highly twisted rotor blades. 
Is the cockpit NVG capable? Yes 
Will all V-22’s be equipped with in flight
refueling? Yes 
The Chinook and Frog can perform some
limited water operations for Special Ops
or SAR. Is the Ospery capable of the
same tactics of putting the rear of the
aircraft in the water if required? Can
you drive a zodiac in as the Army does
with the MH-47E?  We have demon-
strated delivering a zodiac type boat by
flying low and slow over the water. The
aircraft is not capable of landing in the
water like a Chinook or Sea Knight.
Is the aircraft capable of ILS operations
at a civilian airport? Yes, the aircraft is
capable of flying all civilian and military
approaches, including GPS 
Have you enjoyed your visit to Nova
Scotia?  Yes, I was at Shearwater in 82/83
and 83/84 conducting icing test on a Brit-
ish RAF Chinook and all three years with
the V-22. This is a great area for icing test
and the people and businesses in the

Halifax/Dartmouth area have been great.
My wife has visited frequently and she
really enjoys the area and people. 

[Editor’s Note: My thanks to Don Byrne
for answering my questions. Requested
photos for this article did not arrive be-
fore the newsletter had to go to press.
When photos arrive, they will be printed
in a future issue.]

V-22 Osprey aircraft operate in close proximity during recent flight deck develop-
mental testing aboard the amphibious assault ship USS Iwo Jima (LHD 7). The
Osprey is a tilt-rotor vertical/short takeoff and landing (VSTOL), multi-mission
aircraft developed to fill multi-Service combat operational requirements worldwide.
U.S. Navy photo by Journalist 1st Class Mike Jones (RELEASED)

http:/ /pma275.navair.navy.mil /
index.cfm?fuseaction=gallery.&category_id=-
1&current_page=4



The Atlantic Canada Aviation Musuem Newletter
Spring 2006

 Page 18

DEDICATED TO THE PRESERVATION OF THE AVIATION HERITAGE OF ATLANTIC CANADA

V-22 Ospery Specifications
Powerplant:

Two Allison T406-AD-400 engines
Max and intermediate, shp (kW) —

6,150 (4,,586)
Rotor System

Construction — graphite/fiberglass
Diameter, ft  — 38.00
Blade area, ft2 — 261.52
Disc area, ft2, — 2,268.00

Performance
Max speed, SL, kts — 275
Rate of climb,  fpm 1,090
Max rate of climb, SL, fpm 2,320
Service ceiling, ft — 26,000
Ser. ceiling, 1engine inop, ft -11,300

Range
Amphib assault, nm — 515
Max, self-deployment 2,100

Crew
Cockpit — crew seats — 2
Cabin  troop seats/litters — 24/12

Dimensions — Internal
Length, max, ft (m) — 24.17 (7.37)
Width, max, ft (m) — 5.92 (1.80)
Height, max, ft (m) — 6.00 (1.83)

Weights
Empty, lbs — 33,140
Takeoff, vertical, max, lbs — 47,500
Takeoff, short running, max, 55,000
Takeoff, self-deploy mission,60,500
Cargo hook, single, lbs — 10,000
Cargo hook, dual, lbs — 15,000

Dimensions — External
Length, fuselage, ft — 57.33
Width, rotors turning, ft — 83.33
Length, stowed, ft — 62.58
Width, stowed, ft  — 18.42
Width, hor stabilizer, ft — 18.42
Height, nacelles full vert, ft - 21.76
Height, vert stabilizer, ft  — 17.65

Fuel Capacity
Sponsons, gals  — 1,228
Wings, gals — 787
Aux, self-deployment, gals — 2,436
Height, nacelles full vert, ft — 21.76
Height, vert stabilizer, ft — 17.65

Fuel Capacity
Sponsons, gals — 1,228
Wings, gals— 787
Aux, self-deployment, gals — 2,436

Oops!

IMPS Trip Continued

hall I go and proceeded to take over 700
pictures.  You have to love digital cam-
eras.  Every now and then I would go over
to the sales area.  Saturdays are known
for discounts and I wasn’t disappointed
as Classic Airframes had everything 40%
off.  Rumour has it that Mark helped the
local economy a bit that day as did my
son Geoff who had a “no prisoners” atti-
tude with the remainder of his spending
money. Well, the evening brought on the
banquet and the much anticipated
awards.  We had a “Team Canada” table
with the IPMS Ottawa guys and our
Halifax contingent sitting together.  The
banquet was more than that.  It was a
buffet feast and we did our best to com-
pliment the chefs by filling our
plates....twice!  After a handful of

speeches, they got on with the major
awards.  Unfortunately, a technical prob-
lem prevented them from showing all the
winners on a big screen as they had
hoped to.  We had to go back to the ex-
hibit hall to see who had had any luck. 
Geoffrey took a second place in juniors
teenaged 1/72 and smaller aircraft with his
rendition of a Bf109-E.   He was very
happy and dad was very proud to say
the least.  The convention was now over
but we weren’t home yet.  Sunday morn-
ing found us stuffing our travel bags with
our goodies and heading for the airport. 
We had an hour delay but the time passed
quickly as I spent the time talking to Steve
Bamford, the main man behind the ARC
website.  By dark that night we were home
in Sackville, very glad to be back but yet
being excited about the prospect of go-
ing to Kansas City in 2006.

RAAF F-111”Torching Run” at an airshow. Dump the fuel and light the Afterburn-
ers. Looks like an Oops! Certainly a dramatic photo!

http://www.micom.net/oops/Oh%20Shit.jpg
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ID Quiz

Above: To qualify for a correct answer,
you must correctly identify the aircraft
and the manufacturer. Submit your an-
swers to: acam@ednet.ns.ca or to the
snail mail address on the cover.
Right: Last issue’s quiz was Sikorski
S-76 C-GMIN.  No one submitted a cor-
rect answer for this photo.

(Rob MacIlreith Photos)

Book Review
By: Rob MacIlreith

Title: Douglas A-4
Skyhawk
Author: Jim Win-
chester
Publisher: Pen and
Sword Books Ltd.
ISBN: 1 84415 085 2
Cost: $72.95 on sale
for $48.87 from Chap-
ters On-line.
Details: 304 pages, hardcover, mixed color
and Black and White photos.

This book can be considered the de-
finitive reference source on the small but
mighty A-4 Skyhawk. Published in 2005,
the book covers everything from the
XA4D-1 (A-4A) up to the retirement of
the A-4 from US Navy service, as well as,
all the foreign and civilian users. Also in-
cluded is documentation on proposed
sales that fell through for various reasons.
There is mention of the tests of two A-
4E’s on HMCS Bonaventure and of the
paper proposals made to the RCAF, al-
though the CF-5 Freedom Fighter was the
successful bidder here.

I was impressed by the obvious qual-
ity in research on the different versions
and tail numbers, as well as, the docu-
mentation of the Scooter in service with
Argentina, Israel, Brazil, Kuwait,
Singapore, Australia, New Zealand, and
Indonesia. There was basic documenta-
tion of some combat missions flown by
the A-4 as well, although this book does
not document the aircraft from the aircrew
or ground crew perspective as I had
hoped when I ordered this book.

Overall, excellent explanations of the
development of Heinemann’s Hot Rod.
The book is well written as a reference
source and is loaded with good quality
photos and diagrams. However, if you
were looking for more accounts from
those closest affiliated with the  Scooter,
you might be disappointed. Overall, I
have enjoyed this book and would rec-
ommend it to those of you who love the
diminutive Skyhawk as I do.

Received via Bruce Atkinson
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Wanted!
Steel:
We are looking for a
supply of square or
round steel, as well as,
some steel plate to build
floor stands for several
aircraft this year.
Computers:
Recently retired P3 or
newer machines are
needed for future Mu-
seum exhibits. We will
no longer be accepting
P2 or older machines as
we try to standardize
our computer resources.
Monitors:
Recently retired 17” or
larger color monitors
are needed, preferably
with built in sound.
White Board:
A brand new 4’x8’ white
board for dry erase
markers to go in the
Boardroom. This item is
expensive but required
for planning and teach-
ing.
Projector Screen:
A ceiling mounted pro-
jection screen for the
Boardroom.

Above: Museum VP Barry Rodenhiser while on Missionary work with the Rock
Church in Belize. This Harrier GR3 is parked outside the airport in Belize City.

President’s Message
From the desk of Rob MacIlreith

The spring weather is nearly here and
we were blessed with an easy winter on
the Museum. With our work upstairs in
the Information Center we managed to
save on a lot of propane, although, our
winter project is much larger than was
originally planned. We have many
projects that we need to complete before
the middle of the Summer, when we will
de dedicating the Avenger. Extra funds
and manpower are needed, please help
us out in anyway you can!

Prior to the Avenger dedication, we
would like to reassemble the BAe 146
Simulator, purchase and install Mezzanine
carpet and complete a few other  projects
that require some attention to finish off.
As well, we will need to manufacture cabi-
nets for the for the Avenger exhibit.

While on the subject of funds... if
you have not sent in your membership
fees for 2006, please submit it ASAP!

Family Notes:
I’d ask that you all keep Reg Clarke

and his family in your prayers as he deals
with illness at this time.

Congratualtions to Barry Rodenhiser
on having a successful trip to Belize to
perform some Missionary work with the

Rock Church. Barry submitted the Har-
rier GR 3 photo (below).

Upcoming Events:
Our spring cleanup in preparation to

open will be held on May 13th. At that
time we’ll need to have some extra mem-
bers around to help get everything geared
up for opening. I am hopeful that we will
have a group of cadets again this year to
assist us. The Museum will tentativly re-
open on May 20th.

Our 3rd Annual Spring Meet and
Greet will be held at ACAM on May 31st.
Our Boardroom project should be com-
plete by then and our plan is to use it to
entertain in that night. Please RSVP to me
at least one week before so we can order
the appropriate amount of food for the
event. I am still working on a guest speaker
for the event but have not been able to
confirm one at this time.

In August we will be dedicating our
Avenger. More information on this event
will be following in the future. Manpower
will be needed to help prepare for this
event. Those of you interested can con-
tact me or more information.

Hope to see you at the Museum
Rob


