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The Atlantic Canada Aviation Museum
Halifax International Airport

P.O. Box 44006
1658 Bedford Highway

Bedford, N.S.
B4A 3X5

Website: http://acam.ednet.ns.ca
E-Mail: acam@ednet.ns.ca

Upcoming Meeting Dates:

The next General Meeting of the ACAM
Membership will June 1st at ACAM. This
will be our spring open barbeque meeting.
Doors open at 6:00 pm, food will be served
around 6:30.

Come on out and see what we have done this
winter!
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Above: Sunrise from the cockpit of a Dash 8 returning
to Halifax from Boston. This photo was taken through
the aircraft’s prop arc.

Photo by: Glenn McCarron

Left: Making the T-33 mobile in preparation for the
Avenger’s arrival in July 2005.

Photo by: Rob MacIlreith



The Atlantic Canada Aviation Musuem Newletter
Spring 2005

 Page 2

DEDICATED TO THE PRESERVATION OF THE AVIATION HERITAGE OF ATLANTIC CANADA

Clear skies greeted the Maritime
Provinces on the morning of Friday, 25
June 1943, perfect flying weather for the
various Active and Training Airfields in
the region.  At No. 34 Operational Train-
ing Unit (O.T.U.), Pennifield Ridge, New
Brunswick, five Lockheed Venturas and
their crews were assigned to fly low-level
cross-country training exercises.

At 8:37 am (ADT) one of the five
aircraft, Ventura AJ 186, lifted off the run-
way at Pennifield Ridge and began its
training flight.  The aircrew on board the
aircraft was, Pilot Officer (P/O) George W.
Cowie (Pilot), P/O Clifford A. Griffiths
(Navigator), both these men were mem-
bers of the Royal New Zealand Air Force.
Sergeant (Sgt.) Authur C. Mulcahy (Wire-
less Air Gunner) was from Australia and a
member of the Royal Australian Air Force.
The fourth and final member of the crew
was P/O John C. Louckes (Air Gunner), a
member of the Royal Canadian Air Force,
from Bracebridge, Ontario.

At 9:50 am the residents of the
small community of Summerville, Nova
Scotia witness a low flying aircraft mak-
ing several low passes over the area the
strike a tall pine tree and explode near
Clearance Weather Farm.  At the bottom
of the front page of the Saturday 26 June,
1943 edition of The Halifax Herald read:

FOUR FLIERS PERISH AS PLANE
EXPLODES IN AIR

“Windsor June 25 – Four bodies
were taken from wreckage of a Hudson
bomber which exploded in the air over

Summerville Aircraft Crash
By Ken Brown, Photos Via Ken Brown

Summerville this morning, and parts of
the plane were scattered over a radius
of 100 yards.  The sound of the explosion
was heard in Windsor.  The aircraft was
from Penfield Ridge station in New
Brunswick.

Eyewitnesses say the plane came
in over Summerville, crossed toward
Rawdon and traveled backward and for-
ward several times over the route.  While
traveling away from Rawdon it ex-
ploded.  One wing was found on the Bog
Road.  Other parts were over 100 yards
away, behind Clearance Weather’s barn,
and the engines were widely separated.

An ambulance, first aid crew and
medical officer went out from Stanley Air-
port, but the ambulance was needed only
to convey the bodies of the four dead
men.  Names of the victims are being with-
held pending notification of the next-of-
kin.  It is understood none were Canadi-
ans.”

A similar article appeared in the
Wednesday 30 June 1943 edition of the
weekly Hants Journal.  Both newspapers
misidentified the aircraft as a Hudson an
easy mistake when you consider the
Ventura evolved from the Hudson and is
very similar in appearance to the Hudson.

The lead story in same issue of
the Hants Journal was about funerals for
three Empire Airman held in Windsor,
Nova Scotia on the afternoon of 27 June
1943.  Two of the funerals for New
Zealanders, P.O Cowie and Griffiths were
held at Christ Church.  Sgt. Mulcahy’s
funeral was held at the St. John’s Catho-

Lockheed Ventura

The Lockheed Ventura (Above) resembled
a more powerful Lockhed Hudson (below),
with longer fuselage which provided for
a rear ventral gun position that the
Hudson lacked. Bomb load was 2,500 lbs.
The Ventura family served with the RAF,
U.S. Navy and here in Canada, as well as,
Australia, Italy, New Zealan, Portugal and
South Africa.
Specifications (Ventura I):
Engines: Pratt & Whitney R-2800 Double
Wasp 18-cylinder radials.
Span: 65 ft. 6 in.
Length: 51 ft. 9 in.
Height: 14 ft. 1 in.
Weight Empty: 19,373 lbs
Max Weight: 31,077 lbs
Max Speed: 300 mph
Max Range / Max Bomb Load: 900 miles

As can be seen in the 3 view diagrams
the Ventura and Hudson are very similar
in design. With Hudson’s based in Debert,
its easy to see how the local newspapers
misidentified the aircraft involved.

Ventura 2 of No. 34 OTU at Pennifield Ridge, N.B.

Ventura Mk. I
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lic Church.  The burials took place im-
mediately after the funerals with full hon-
ors accorded by the funeral party made
up of members of the No. 17 EFTS in
Stanley and the Canadian Active Army.

The fourth and youngest member
of the crew P/O John Loucks (nineteen)
was returned to his family and interned at
the St. Thomas Anglican Church Cem-
etery in Bracebridge.  P/O Louckes en-
listing the RCAF in August 1942 and
trained at Toronto, Jarvis and Trenton
Ontario.  He graduated as an Air Gunner
and received his commission to Pilot Of-
ficer on 28 May 1943 at Macdonald,
Manitoba.  After graduation he had a
short leave at home in Bracebridge, be-
fore leaving for No.34 O.T.U. on 5 June.
P/O Loucks made his first flight from
Pennifield Ridge on 24 June 1943.

The Accident Investigation
Entries in the No. 34 O.T.U. Diary

during this time frame tended to be vary
sparse.  The entry for June 25 1943 reads:

“A low level-bombing program
was completed.  Bombs dropped – 28

Five crews were dispatched on a
Low-level Country Exercise, five success-
fully completed the same; the remaining
crew consisting of Pilot: NZ 452262 P/O
G.W. Cowie, Navigator: NZ 421703 P/O

C.A. Griffiths, WAG: AUS 422234 Sgt. A.C.
Mulcahy, AG: R188478 P/O J.C. Loucks
were all killed when their aircraft in which
they were flying, Ventura AE 882, crashed
at Summerville, near Falmouth N.S.”

Note the discrepancies in the entry:
1. 5 crews dispatched, 5 crews suc

cessful, 1 crew lost?
2. AE 882 instead of AJ 186
3. P/O Loucks service number was

incorrect.
During the research for this article

several of the documents that were un-
covered where highly inaccurate.  The
Aircraft serial and crash location was of-
ten incorrect.  The Summery of Accident
Investigation report seems to be accu-
rate.  The report leaves open the possi-
bility that pilot error or mechanical failure
could have been factors in the crash.   The
report is reprinted below.

Summary of Accident Investigation
No. 1024

Date and Time: 25 June, 1350 hours GMT
Aircraft: Ventura II AJ 186
Unit: 34 O.T.U. Pennifield Ridge
Occupants:
P/O G.W. Cowie (Pilot)
P/O C.A. Griffiths (Navigator)
P/O J.C. Loucks (Air Gunner)
Sgt. A.C. Mulcuhy (Wireless Air Gunner)

Object of Flight: Cross Country low fly-
ing exercise 250 ft.
Weather: Visibility 15 miles (overland) 3
to 4 miles (over water) wind S.W. 10 kt.
Moderate to severe turbulence over land.
Temperature 78 F.
Pilot: P/O Cowie had flown a total of
323:50 hours on service aircraft of which
62.25 hours were on type involved.
Description of Flight:

The aircraft took off from Pennifield
at 1237 hours GMT on 25 June 1943 for
the purpose carrying out a low flying
cross-country navigation exercise.  This
exercise had been properly authorized.
The crewmembers were P/O Cowie, Pilot,
P/O Griffiths, Navigator, P/O Loucks, Air
Gunner, and Sgt. Mulachy, Wireless Op-
erator.

The aircraft was seen flying star-
board wing low in a attitude which sug-
gest that the starboard engine had cut
out at this time it was also observed to
strike a tree, catch fire and crash, becom-
ing a total wreck and killing all the occu-
pants.
Finding of the Investigation:

Cause: “The cause of the accident at
present remains obscured, although it
appears that one engine (the starboard)
had cut out and the aircraft was flying

Cockpit Photo of Ventura AJ186 Aerial Photo of the Summerville Crash Site Taken in 1945.
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starboard wing low when it struck a large
tree, caught fire, somersaulted landing
approximately 200 yards from the tree.
The engine above may have cut out as a
result of fuel starvation as there was a
history of fuel pump unserviceability.
Remarks of O.C.:

The cause of this accident must re-
main obscured but the possibility of the
aircraft flying too low should not be ruled
out.
Conclusion of the Accident Investigation
Branch:

The cause of this accident is ob-
scured.  There is not sufficient evidence
to prove that the fuel pump had failed.

60 Years Later
A head stone in St. John’s Roman

Catholic Cemetery is engraved with the
RAAF crest and inscribed “The passing
years will not leave him ageless and
unforgotten” marks the final resting place
of Sgt. Authur Mulcahy.  The grave is
located on a hillside shaded by a group
of small maple trees.  The two New
Zealanders rest next to each other in the
Maplewood Cemetery.  Next to them are
three other Commonwealth Airmen who
were also killed while training in Canada.

The community of Summerville,
Hants County has changed little over the
years.  The addition of a Gas Station, Fu-
neral Home and more modern Elementary
School are some of the more noticeable
changes.  The Bog Road has been re-
named the Musgrave Road and Clear-
ance Weathers farm is no longer there.   A
small saw mill now sits were the farm-
house and orchard once stood.

For several decades a tall pine tree
with it’s top missing was the only re-
minder of that tragic day in 1943.  It is
now gone along with the rest of the pine
grove where it stood.  Today nothing ei-
ther manmade or natural marks the loca-
tion where the four young Commonwealth
Airmen lost their lives.  Eventually this
location like others across the province
will slip from memory and become just
another piece of forgotten Nova Scotia
history.

Formation of No. 34 Operational Training Unit Ventura’s from Pennifield Ridge.

Far Left: P.O. Griffiths
and Cowie’s head-
stones. Left: Sgt.
Mulchay.

Lest We Forget!

Top: Musgrave Road Today
Bottom: Old Weathers Farm Site 2003

Top: Musgrave Road Cemetary.
Bottom: Old Weathers Farm Site 2003
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No. 34 OTU
No. 34 OTU was formed at Pennfield

Ridge, New Brunswick in June of 1942. It
was the only Ventura OTU based in
Canada. Just down the road from Black’s
Harbour, Pennfield Ridge is still a small
secluded town today. All that remains of
the base is the gun butts. Pennfield was
closed in the draw down after the war.

2 views of a Ventura landing accident at Pennfield Ridge. Pennfield Ridge was the
only OTU in Canada, however, Ventura’s were based at Sydney and Torbay with No.
113 and No 145 had aircraft at Torbay, Dartmouth and Sydney. Other Ventura units
were based at Patricia Bay, Tofino, Port Hardy, Annette Island and Terrace outside of
Atlantic Canada.

Right:  A circus exercise of Venturas from No. 34 OTU. (Photo from Larry Milberry’s
excellent book, Canada’s Air Force at War and Peace, Volume II, page 137.)

AIRMOBILE IN THE CITY CENTRE
By: Lieutenant Ed Stewart
Photos By: Rob MacIlreith

HALIFAX – 150 Army Reservists
from 36 Canadian Brigade Group were fer-
ried from the Halifax Commons in the cen-
tre of the city, to CFB Shannon Park
across the harbour by four CH-146 Grif-
fon helicopters as part of EXERCISE SKY
TROOPER.

EX SKY TROOPER took place on
February 5th and 6th 2005.  Four platoons
consisting of soldiers from the Princess
Louise Fusiliers, 1st Battalion, the Nova
Scotia Highlanders (North), the West
Nova Scotia Regiment and 45 Field Engi-
neer Squadron were to be inserted by air
into CFB Shannon Park in order to prac-
tise military operations in urban terrain.

Shannon Park is a disused military
housing complex on the Dartmouth side
of the harbour and with all the facilities of
a small town it makes the perfect MOUT
site – even better because it is a little over
15 minutes from the Halifax Armouries by
bus.  By air, however, it is roughly a 4
minute trip and rather than board buses
the troops had only to walk across the
street to the Halifax Commons and board
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the Griffons.
The Halifax Regional Municipality

generously granted permission for air op-
erations to be conducted and as a result
the troops involved had the rare pleasure
of an air extraction right across the street.
No less impressed were the citizens of
Halifax who happened to be walking by.
Residents could be seen sprinting back
to their houses or apartments to get their
cameras.  One gentleman whose apart-
ment faced the Commons said, “I have
lived here for ten years and this is the
best thing I have ever seen! You guys
should do this every weekend!”

The presence of the Griffons in
Halifax’s most- park added to the exercise
enormously and the opportunity to show
Haligonians both the Army and Air Force
in action was fairly new to soldiers and
pilots both.  The four Griffons were from
403 (Helo) OT Squadron in CFB
Gagetown and the pilots were no less
enthusiastic than the troops they moved.
“We need to do this more often,” said
Captain Sean Carscadden, a pilot with 403
Squadron.  “We spend a lot of time flying
over the Gagetown training area so work-
ing in the urban environment makes for a
nice change.”

A lot of fun and a lot of hard work.
The air operations in a public park were
only a small part of a very complex exer-
cise.  Soldiers and aircrew also practised
casualty evacuations as well as roof-top
landings – a first for 36 CBG!  On the
ground soldiers from the participating
units had to deal with house-to-house
movement, room clearing and the occa-
sional irate civilian role-player.

EX SKY TROOPER was part of the
work-up training for EX SOUTHBOUND
TROOPER which takes place annually in
Fort Pickett, Virginia in February.  Thanks
to the support of 403 Squadron, the troops
of 36 CBG will have a good grounding for
the training challenges to come.

Lt. Ed Stewart is the Public Affairs Of-
ficer for 36 Canadian Brigade Group.

CH-146 Griffon
The CH-146 Griffon replaced the Twin
Huey and Kiowa in service with the Ca-
nadian Armed Forces during the mid-
1990’s. 99 of these utility helicopters were
purchased between 1995-1997.
Specifications:
Length: 17.1 m Rotorspan: 14 m
Height: 4.6 m Weight: 5,355 kg
Power: Pratt & Whitney PT6T-3D
Speed: 220 km/h (cruise) up to 260 km/h
Range: 656 km (with full tanks)
Passengers: 8 + 3 crew
Crew: Two pilots, one flight engineer
Litter capacity: 6 stretchers
Thermal imagery: WESCAM 16TD-A
Thermal Imaging System (TIS) stabilized
camera system.
Night vision: Crew equipped with Gen-
eration III Image Intensification (II)
Transport: minor disassembly permits
transport by CC-130 Hercules  aircraft for
long-distance deployment.

403 Squadron is the Griffon OTU and is
based at CFB Gagetown, N.B.
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Museum Notes
Avenger Prep

Final moving and preperations for
the Avenger’s arrival at ACAM are now
completed with the exception of making
the T-33 mobile. As we go to press, the T-
33 has been jacked up in the air and the
axel is being turned in preparation for be-
ing installed on the aircraft.

The Tracker and Harvard moves
were carried out in early January and went
off without a hitch. Our thanks to Michael
White for arranging for some heavy
weight  rollers that were particularly ef-
fective with the Trackers move. Later in
early February we laid the floor plan of
the Avenger out looking for the best fit in
the Museum. As these pictures show, the
Tracker and Harvard and CF-5 have been
tightened up to the Sabre, Jetstar and
Canso.

Thanks to all the members that
showed up on a cold Saturday in January
to help us squeeze a few more square feet
of storage space out of our rapidly filling
hanger

Left: After much searching, Gene
Hamilton has found and installed a heavy
duty set of casters that will hold the
weight of our V-1 Buzz Bomb.
Right: Glenn and Nick have completed
the hide wall under the Jetstar. This will
keep some large items in hidden storage
behind the wall, the net result is that the
Museum will appear neater to our future
visitors. Good job guys!

Left: This is our newest DASH 8 model,
donated earlier this year. Students at LT
cleaned up our old TV stand and made an
adapting collar to fit. The model has been
hung over the doors just inside the
hanger.
Right: Here are the old Argus Sim stairs
that Glenn has cleaned up and rotated
and added a second hand rail to. The
stairs were repainted in mid-May by Ca-
dets from 397 Trenton.
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World War I / Silver Dart / Jenny and Theory of Flight Exhibits
A few years ago, several of our Sat-

urday volunteers sat down at Tim
Horton’s on a cold day in February to
brainstorm improvements and changes
that we wanted to make in the Museum.
After an hour we had a long, yet distin-
guished list of jobs to do. For this school
year, I looked through the list to see what
jobs where there that I could have my
students do for a  Service Learning Project
and I decided that the students could
createt an exhibit on Theory of Flight.
Fast forward to the first Saturday in Janu-
ary this year. Bruce Paul, Barry
Rodenhiser and myself, spent a number
of hours kicking around some ideas and
we decided that since we had to make
some changes in the Dart room in order
to accomodate the Theory of Flight ex-
hibit, we could make a few more changes
and come out with a much better design
for the Museum, as well as, competing
some of the other minor changes that we
wanted to make on our original job list.

So at the time of writing we are now 5
months into our renovation and things
are going well. By the end of the summer
we should have a complete change in the
mezzanine area and the exhibits that are
in that area. This is a big job, that has
made some mess in the Museum, how-
ever, once complete it should really im-
prove this portion of the facitity.

Above: A composite photo of the Mezzanine area after the exhibits, walls, rails and
burlap had been stripped from the area. In the foreground and the photo below are a
large number of artifacts that have had to be moved and relocated as required.

Above Left: We changed the angle on the Mezzanine to widen the walkway around
the CF-104 wing. Right: New lighting was added under the Mezzanine which has
been a huge improvement when it comes to looking for artifacts in this area. Below
and Left: Framing the new exhibit area. That is Glenn McCarron hard at work.
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Above: The old 2 x 6 that was used to
board the Mezzanine in was taken to
Heffler’s lumber mill and resawed into 3
pieces on a large band saw. The lumber
was then used to board in the hangers of
the exhibit area. Thanks to Jim Tracey
at Heffler’s for resawing the lumber for
us and thanks to Dave McMahon for
transporting the lumber to and from the
mill.
Right: Shingled rooves and the fronts
have been boarded in.

Above: The hanger buildings have been boarded in and the drywall and filling are in
progress. That’s Barry Rodenhiser hard at work on the mezzanine landing. The left
hanger will house the Jenny model, OX5 engine, Jenny artifacts, and other Jenny
related items. The right hanger will house most of the WW1 exhibit, the far right
wall will have Paul Tuttle’s WWI painting and other items.

Glenn and Nick McCarron Photos

Top: The first of the drywall goes on.  A
new door and grill with a lock and door
knob will be installed to allow access to
Mezzanine storage. Above: This photo
shows the removable hatch framed in the
front wall on the right. The window will
be removable as well.
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Short Museum Notes

Fencing:
The fence beside the Voodoo has now
been repaired after the car accident that
took place in front of the Voodoo in
December. The repair was first delayed
by the insurance company and then
by the amount of snow that was in the
area. Our thanks to the guys at Eastern
Fence for doing a great job fixing the
posts and restretching the fence back
in place.

Alarm System:
The Museum has changed alarm sys-
tem companies and a new system has
been installed. Our old system had in-
termittent problems that no one was
able to find and because of this sev-
eral zones in the Museum had to be
bypassed for a time.  Our new system
was installed by Bob Revert Secuirty,
who have allowed us to pay off the
system over 3 payments. In addition,
our new system has 30 zones set up
which will make trouble shooting prob-
lems easier, as well as, the system hav-
ing some of the extra functions we had
been seeking.

Water System:
Barry, Don and myself have brought
the water system back on-line despite
many problems. Our water system has
pretty much reached the end of its use-
ful life and we have to look at repairs in
the future. With the amount of time that
we spend each year bringing the water
softner on line and off line we are go-
ing to look at insulating the room and a
small heater to see what the costs and
fesibility of such an upgrade are com-
pared to the man hours of time we
spend now. The water was a service
that Province use to provide for the
Museum but due to cuts it has been
downloaded to our volunteers to take
care of .

T-33:
At the time of writing the T-33 has had a
small patch installed to repair a dent in
the fuselage. Don, Pat and John have
been working on this project. In addition,
John and Don have come up with a way
to make the T-33 mobile for the Avenger’s
arrival in July. At this time they have man-
aged to jack the aircraft up in the air to
the required height and manufactured an
axel that fits inside of a spare set of T-33
legs. With this they figure that they can
reattach a set of T-bird wheels we  have
and be sure that it can support the weight

of the fuselage. The T-33 will be turned
around as well and the tail feathers will
eventually reinstalled on the aircraft so it
looks more like a plane and less like a ci-
gar tube.

Canso:
Restoration on the Canso has continued
during the winter as time has allowed.We
have kept our Canso crew quite busy this
winter helping out with various other
projects.  Don has had to put painting on
hold until the temperature becomes warm
enough in late spring, at that time he
hopes to complete painting the rudder and
tail of the aircraft.  During the winter res-
toration season, the crew has been fo-
cusing on repairing the skin damage to
the rear fuselage. Several new panels have
had to be made and kinks ironed out of
some of the other parts. Several new
stringers and ribs had to be fabricated as
well.
Top: Don and Nick work at creating and
fitting new panels to the side of the fuse-
lage of the Canso.
Below: Some of the guys handy work held
in place with clecos, the panels will be
rivited in place in the future.
Bottom: As we went to press there was
still one panel left to finish construct-
ing.

Student Pilot: “I’m lost; I’m over a big
lake and heading toward the big E.”
Controller: “Make several 90 degree
turns so I can identify you on radar.”
(short pause)...
Controller: “Okay then. That big lake
is the Atlantic Ocean. Suggest you
turn to the big W immediately ...”

“Halifax Terminal, Nova 851 with you
out of 13,000 for 10,000, requesting run-
way 15.”
Halifax (female): “Nova 851 Halifax, the
last time I gave a  pilot what he wanted I
was on penicillin for three weeks. Expect
runway  06.”
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A small group of our members are work-
ing on the cutaway engines that the Mu-
seum has. Eventually, we hope to have
the engines on display in such a way that
the public will be able to see the insides
of the engines working so that they can
understand how they work.

Above: Gene Hamilton has been working
on cleaning up a propeller hub and fitting
it on the nose of our Argus cutaway en-
gine. Eventually, Gene hopes to have the
engine hooked up to a motor so that the
engine will turn over.

Left: The Harvard cutaway has been re-
moved from its stand and work has be-
gun on stripping the paint from the en-
gine with plastic media. Perry and Michelle
have been carrying out the work with the
help of Don.
In addition to working on the engine,
Gene Hamilton has been cleaning up the
stand and modifying it to suit the
Museum’s needs.
Our congratulations to Perry and
Michelle on the purchase of their new
house and to Michelle for being accepted
into the military.

Engines

Several items from the Silver Dart Build-
ing have been moved to the hangar as  part
of exhibit gathering. These include the
Firefly Model and Griffon engine.
Thanks to Bill Leeming for rehanging
the Firefly behind the Tracker and Sa-
bre.

Above: A New wall and door has been added
to the Canso Workshop.

Above: A new exhibit on Al Lilly has been
added to the Museum, courtesy of Don
McClure and Al Lilly. Our thanks to Don
and Al for the addition. The exhibit has
been added beside the main Sabre Exhibit.
Al was a test pilot for Canadair on the
Sabre program in Canada, among other
contributions to aviation in Canada. Al is
a member of the Canadian Aviation Hall
of Fame.

Above: The Argus nose has been moved
to the back of the Hangar.
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Short Museum Notes

Birds:
We have installed an owl on the roof
of the Museum, overlooking the Voo-
doo in an effort to prevent the birds
from nesting in the Voodoo.

Voodoo:
I have recieved several comments from
the general public on the condition and
look of the Voodoo. While it was not
on the job plans for this summer, the
old girl really needs some TLC. If some-
one would be interested in cleaning up
some of the poor spots on the aircraft
and making it look more presentable
until we can do the job properly. If your
interested in this job, please contact
us and we’ll work at finding some
money in the budget.

BAe 146 Model:
Now that the BAe 146 has been retired
from service with Air Canada Jazz, they
have indicated that they are willing to
loan the Museum a BAe 146 model in
1/10 scale to go with our other flying
models. As we go to press we are in
the process of completing the paper-
work on the loan and hopefully we will
be able to have the aircraft the on dis-
play for the public before the end of
the season.

Opening Day:
The Museum will officially open for the
season on Saturday, May 21st. Tour-
ism will open for the season on Tues-
day, May 24th. At the time of writing,
we have yet to hire our summer staff.
Grant wise, we have heard from the
Province, in writing, with approval for
2 students and we have had a verbal
comformation from the Federal Govern-
ment approving the hiring of one stu-
dent. Also of interest is that the Mu-
seum has now moved into Scott
Brison’s district in the Valley as our MP.

In the News
Compiled from Various Sources

Squadron Mergers and
Force Reductions

Despite the increase to the Canadian
Armed Forces budget as announced by
the Federal Government, several squad-
rons are going to be merged and some
Squadrons are going to be stood down.
415 Squadron at CFB Greenwood is go-
ing to be merged with 405 Squadron to
form a new 405 Squadron.

433 and 425 Squadron at CFB
Bagotville will also be merged to form a
new 425 Squadron and 429 and 436 will
also merge to form 436 Squadron.  The
reasoning being that the forces Squad-
rons have become too small to be effi-
cient and this realignment will see the new
Squadrons grow in size, wile maintaining
the same level of Command and Control.

Jetsgo
Jetsgo Corporation announced to-

day that it has ceased all operations ef-
fective immediately.

The estimated amount owing on
Jetsgo’s account in Halifax is $165,000,
and we will be pursuing collection of
these monies. To put this in context,
Halifax International Airport is an opera-
tion that generates in excess of $44 mil-
lion annually in revenue. We will be re-
examining our 2005 budget with a view to
realigning expenses with revenues, how-
ever we do not expect that this event will
have a lasting impact, and we do not an-
ticipate having to take any drastic action
at this time.

Jetsgo contracted all of their ticket
counter and baggage handling to
Globeground, a local handling company
who provide service to a number of air-
lines in Halifax. No direct Jetsgo staff were
employed at Halifax International Airport.

Peter Clarke
Acting President & CEO
Halifax International Airport Authority

Forest Protection Limited
Forest Protection Limited has an-

nounced that it will keep a fleet of 3
Avengers flying for the New Brunswick
forest fire fighting season. The snap and
crack of round engines will echo through
the forests of NB for at least 1 more year.

Halifax International Set to Embark on
Airport Hotel Project

HIAA is going to the market to de-
termine interest in a hotel development
on airport property. The Authority is mak-
ing the move as a result of a recent feasi-
bility study it commissioned by PKF Con-
sulting, an international firm specializing
in the hotel and hospitality industry. The
study indicated that the current climate
is ideal, citing a strong economy, a grow-
ing demand for accommodations, increas-
ing passenger traffic, and available in-
vestment capital, creating a market op-
portunity. The study also noted that the
market was capable of absorbing a hotel
without seriously affecting the financial
viability of existing hotels nearby.

”Our consultants have diligently in-
vestigated the financial and market viabil-
ity of the proposed hotel project,” says
Jerry Staples, HIAA’s Director, Market-
ing & Business Development. “We know
the conditions support success.” Staples
points to the steady growth of passen-
ger traffic through Halifax International
Airport, reaching a record high of 3.2 mil-
lion passengers in 2004, and the increas-
ing proportion of passengers originating
from or destined to YHZ, as further indi-
cations that demand for on-site accom-
modations will be strong.

Alphajets Flying in Canada?
As reporting in the media, a small

Montreal Company named Top Aces has
recieved a $94 million contract to provide
jets and pilots for various exercises for
the Canadian Forces. The company claims
it will buy 8 Alphajets to meet the contract.
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Service Learning Project Update
By Rob MacIlreith

As I reported in our last issue, the
students at Leslie Thomas Junior High
School have begun the construction of
their part of our Theory of Flight exhibit.
The students have been working hard on
the project and they have made very good
progress and should complete all of the
major portions of the exhibit that they
have started.  There will be some minor
parts to the exhibit that our members may
have to finish up or that we will save for a
second group of students to work on next
year, namely the Flight in Nature por-
tion of the exhibit.

At this time they have completed the
nine shadow boxes and control board for
the wing shapes. They have nearly com-
pleted the 3 Axis of Flight board and the 4
Forces on an Aircraft Board. We are
largely completed with the building stage
and are into finish work and wiring. In
addition, two other students have been
working on a Power Point Presentation
on the restoration of the Harvard and one
student has been working on building the
attitude indicator that was designed by
John MacGillvary of Antigonish, Nova
Scotia the 1920’s. Of interest is the fact
that one of the school’s staff members,
Marlene Fougere is related to
MacGillvary and she has provided some

extra documentation on her Great Grand-
father and his indicator.

Our funding sponsers: Halifax Inter-
national Airport Authority, the Halifax Lo-
cal of the Nova Scotia Teachers Union
and Clearwater Fine Foods, as well as our
material sponsers: Pierceys and Maritime
Hobbies and Crafts have helped us cre-
ate a meaningful Service Learning part-
nership with the school again this year.
All in all, 17 students have participated in
the program. In early May, the school held
its Student Showcase event, which allows
the parents and general public to view
the work of the students. Our projects
recieved very favourable comments again
this year from the parents. In addition,
the students had a power point with video
to show the parents what kind of activi-
ties they have bee n performing in the lab
as part of the program.

The student’s portion of the project
should be on display in the Mezzanine
Exhibit area, at ACAM, in August.

Photos of the students working on vari-
ous parts of the project. Small group in-
struction and hands-on work that
crosses over into Science / Math and
English have been pluses of the program.
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Bush Flying in Nova Scotia
By G. C. McKay

Bush flying in Nova Scotia? You
must be kidding! No it’s true.

Right after the Second World War
ended in Europe in 1945 there were many
pilots returned to Canada who, having
nothing else in view, decided that to con-
tinue flying was their best option.

Now these flyers had little going for
them except some experience as the de-
partment of transport, which was in
charge of aviation at the time, did not is-
sue automatic civilian pilot’s licenses just
because these fellows had flown during
the war. Moreover if instruction were to
be carried out, they would need to ac-
quire instructor’s ratings as well.

These facts were largely unknown
by the returnees and several of them,
upon their release from the air force,
picked up the Halifax telephone directory
and looked up “Aviation.”

Other than the firm Fairey Aviation
in Dartmouth, there was only one name
listed in that category. Sooner or later we
all ended up in his office looking for a
job.

Sitting quietly, waiting for an inter-
view with this man, I thought that I might
be using the wrong approach when two
ex-service pilots, one after the other, sailed
in and went directly to the door of his
inner office, the one brashly shouting,
“Hey O.B., here I am! Where do I start
flying and how much does it pay?”

The second fellow was even more
enthusiastic and used the approach: “Sir
I’m your new man. Forget the others out
there, you need a fellow who knows what
he is doing. When do I start?”

Fortunately for us, the man who ran
this office not only had much experience,
had held rank in the air force and in the
course of his duties had visited most of
the stations set up in wartime Canada
under the British Commonwealth Air
Training Plan. He had entered civilian-fly-
ing right after the war and he “knew the
ropes.”

It was not long before he calmed them
down and explained the facts of life to
each in turn. That there were no instant
jobs available in aviation at the time and
unlikely to be in the near future and if
they wanted to fly, then they had better
get the proper licences and experience
and possibly visit his flying school in
Trenton, Nova Scotia, with a view to get-
ting both. After that, if they wanted air-
craft, he sold them.

As it turned out, quite a few of us
did just that and in 1946 I found myself,
along with another fellow who was from
Western Canada, setting up a flying
school and charter service located in
Yarmouth, with three aircraft.

One of the planes was a Stinson
which was operated from a nearby lake
on floats in the summer time.

The idea was to give instruction was
to give instruction at the local airport and
to fly into the bush with the float plane.

One might think that the bush in
Nova Scotia was pretty much “civilized”
at the time but such was not the case.
There were very few outboard motors
around then nor were there any “all-ter-
rain vehicles available on the market.

The only way to get into the interior
of Nova Scotia then was to either walk or
go by canoe which you paddled. More-
over, a large part of south-western Nova
Scotia was covered by what the locals
called “hardhack” and this was an apt
description. It consisted of waist high,
clothes tearing thorns on murderous brier
bushes which covered hidden rocks and
unseen swamps.

This country was so difficult to travel
over that if you made a couple of miles a
day through it you were doing well.

Small wonder that a 20 minute air trip
was appreciated to cover the distance
which would normally take two or three
days by canoe

Even though it was not “up north” it
was true bush flying.

Most of the lakes were very rocky
and ran in a general north – south direc-
tion while the prevailing wind is from the
west. This meant that you generally had
only a short run across the lake in order
to land or take-off.

Fog was prevalent and radio con-
tacts sporadic. Overcoming the preimitive
conditions, the redeeming feature was the
good nature on the part of the passen-
gers who accepted their misfortunes and
magnanimously and much friendly ban-
ter took place.

There was an elderly gentleman who
spent all his spare time at his remote fish-
ing and in hunting cottage on Dugas Lake
in Digby County. He sent word out that
next time I flew by would I kindly drop his
rubber boots. This I did and I watched as
they landed about a 100 feet from him.

Weeks later he came into the office
wherer there were several people sitting
around and I listended as he said loudly:
“You fellows might have been great pi-
lots during the war but you sure aren’t
much good now! I had to walk quite a
distance to get those rubber boots. You
should have been able to drop them right
at my feet.”

Shortly after this we had to drop a
large canvas bag of supplies to him with
one of the other aircraft which was not
fitted with floats. I said to the young fel-
low who worked for us: “Jack we have to
deliver this to Fred up on Dugas and I
want you to push it out exactly when I
tell you.”

He understood and we took off with
the bag packed with canned goods and
hardware items. We had learned from ex-
perience that if these items were packed
very tightly nothing would get broken.

As the cabin stood on a knoll in a
small clearing very near the lake, I decided
to approach at zero feet across the lake
and climb up over the cabin. Waiting to
the last possible second I shouted to Jack
“Drop!” which he did instantly.
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Pulling up in a climbing turn, I looked
over my shoulder and was dismayed by
what I saw. The canvas bag hit the ground
like a bomb in front of the building, took a
mighty bounce and went right in the door.
A cloud of black smoke and brown dust
was coming out of the cabin in all direc-
tions.

I found out later that it had skipped
over the table and made a direct hit on
the stove, bringing down the pipe which
completely covered the interior with soot
and dirt. Although the “direct hit” had
been a fluke, Fred never again mentioned
it if he had to walk a short distance to
make a pick-up.

In order to try and make a living at
that time (there was not a lot of money
around right after the war), we had to
handle all manner of freight. Several times
we took in the complete materials, includ-
ing shingles, stoves, roofing, etc., to build
cabins in remote sites; everything but the
wood items.

Sometimes on the return trip we
would have a canoe on one float and a
moose or deer tied on the other along with
the full load in the cabin. Before take-off,
looking back it was not uncommon to see
the rear part of the floats underwater be-
cause of the great weight.

This kind of overload would mean
that one would need every inch of lake to
get away. Fortunately, many of these
lakes emptied out at the south-west cor-
ner and one could usually count on a
piece of low swampy country with a
slowly meandering river running through
it.

The procedure here was to get one
float out first then yank the other out of
the water in time to make use of the low
country to gain altitude. Sudden sharp
turns in the river kept one alert.

Such flying was “par for the course,”
and one soon got more or less use to it. I
guess you could call it “taking a calcu-
lated risk.”

Nowadays all this type of flying has
been replaced with undreamed safety
measures and the aircraft are powerful
and procedures are cut and dried.

Flight recorders are installed on com-
mercial aircraft which make a permanent
record of every move the plane makes.

No more “ad libbing” takes place and
everything is routine. No longer does one
need a pioneering spirit in order to get
airborne.

Still those were interesting times and
the variety of work made it appealing.
Sometimes during the winter, we would
drop supplies to lighthouse keepers on
ice bound islands where boats could not
approach.

The summer would find us landing
on lakes which had never known the touch
of a fly cast from a fishing rod. The fish-
ing there was incredibly good.

These were what I often like to think
of as being “Second generation times in
flying,” as the first barnstorming pilots
had come and gone, then the war was
completed and finally the first real time of
peace had come to the land in many years.

Most people began to regard flying
as a way to travel and the transition from
pioneer to routine was made smoothly
and rapidly.

Where in those days the name of the
pilot was known to everyone, at the
present time, after landing very few pas-
sengers can recall the name of the cap-
tain of the aircraft.

This may sound impersonal but even
in those days very few of the passengers
on board knew the name of the engineer
on the train.

[Editor’s Note: In the last issue of
the Newsletter, I ran a letter to the editor
from Mrs. Cora Nelson and her inquiry
into a photo of her father on display at
ACAM. This story was part of a package
of documents that have been sent to the
Museum, it was first published in the
Nova Scotian in June of 1987. The fol-
lowing is some information about Gerald
McKay as written by Cora. Cora, thank
you for your contribution to our Museum.
- Rob]

“Gerald C. McKay was born in
Yarmouth, N.S., in 1920. He developed an
interest in flight at an early age and acted
on his interest by joining the RCAF at

the outbreak of WWII. He trained in
Ontario, shipped to England, and spent
most of the of his war days with the RAF,
posted to #91 Spitfire Squadron. Follow-
ing his return to Yarmouth after the war,
he and pilot James McCrae formed and
operated the Yarmouth Flying School,
training many local residents as pilots and
providing air service to the interior of
southwestern Nova Scotia.

He married Dorothy Catherine
Renton (Moncton) in 1949 and they
moved to Amherst in 1955. He worked as
an aircraft designer with Enamel & Heat-
ing Products Ltd. for several years. Upon
retirement from this firm, he owned and
operated Windy Mere Gift Shop, then lo-
cated along the TransCanada Highway,
near Aulac, NB. This small shop became
a regular stopping place for many tour-
ists returning to the area each summer.
Following his retirement from the tourism
industry in 1980, he enjoyed researching
and publishing many articles of local his-
tory, including the days of early flight in
Nova Scotia. He passed away in 1993.”

Of course, I’ve left out all the inter-
est bits...how, as a young boy, he’d race
to wherever the early rogue pilots would
land and offer rides to anyone with a few
pennies and how he’d run home to beg
his mother for the money...how in the later
years he was self-taught in printing and
that he’d send out packages of his Windy
Mere brochures to all of the tourist infor-
mation booths for miles around, along
with a free pen with the shop’s logo which
ensured that his brochures would get a
display spot front and center...and how
tourists would come into the shop expect-
ing a huge warehouse and instead find a
friendly and welcoming atmosphere that
encouraged them to slow and and enjoy
their visit. I have a picture of him at about
12 years of age, holding a model plane
like it meant everything in the world to
him. But...these are memories of a daugh-
ter.

Its been fun to pull out the box I have
of Dad’s letters and records and go
through them.

- Cora
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In the Air and On the Ground

Egyptian SeaKing at IMP
Photo By: Ken Brown

Osprey Test Flying at Shearwater
Photo By: Ken Brown

AH-265-100 Registered LZ-NHE at
Halifax International

Photo By: Ken Brown

CANJET’s new Boeing 737-522 lands
at YHZ. The 200’s are slowly being re-
placed.

Photo By: Rob MacIlreith

Last RAF Jaguar Visit to
Halifax?

In April, five Jaguars visited YHZ
while on the way to exercises. With the
announcement that the Jaguar fleet will
be retired prematurely in 2006, could this
have been the last visit of the Jag’s to
Halifax? Representative aircraft from No
6 and 41 Squadrons were observed.

RAF Hercules C.5 (ZH887) from RAF
Lyneham at YHZ. They brought spares
for a Tornado that was stranded here.

Photo By: Rob MacIlreith

CF-18A Hornet (188769) parked at the
IMP Shell while on a cross country from
CFB Bagotville.
Below: Tornado F.3’s at YHZ in early
May.  A further pair of F.3’s and a VC 10
arrived after this photo was taken.

Photo By: Rob MacIlreith
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Oopps!

“Could you check thr rudder it seems a
little soft!”

-Via Glenn McCarron

FOD Walk at Halifax
International

What a great success!  Our 1st Annual
FOD Walk was well supported with 225
participants!
A big THANK YOU to all who gave of
their time and resources.  Also, to all the
companies who supported the effort
through generous prize donations. 
Check out the impressive stats below:
225 - participants
29 - companies represented
216 - hamburgers cooked
144 - Oktoberfest sausages cooked
59 - prize packages, odds of winning a
 prize 1 in 3.81
200+ - bags of garbage collected
$1500.00 - raised through donations for 6
families in need within the airport com-
munity
Several truckloads of pallets and other
large debris hauled away.
All this was accomplished in just 2 hours
on a Friday afternoon. Nice work and
again thank you all, because of your sup-
port we now have a cleaner safer envi-
ronment.

Jason Turple - Continental Airlines
Jon Quinton - WestJet
On behalf of Airline Operators Commit
tee

[Editor’s Note: Michael White partici-
pated on ACAM’s behalf in the FOD walk.
By all accounts it sounds as if everyone
had a great day. Thanks Michael]

Tower: “Eastern 702, cleared for
takeoff”

 Eastern 702: “Tower, Eastern 702
switching to departure...by the way
as we lifted off we saw some kind
of dead animal on the far end of the
runway.”

Tower: “National 63 cleared for
takeoff...did you copy the report
from  Eastern?”

National 63: “Roger , Tower,
cleared for takeoff... yes, we’ve
already notified our caterers.”

Suggested Captions:

“That’s an aweful strong tail hook.”
“Parking it there saves on the deck
space.”
“Hope this thing can take-off in re-
verse.”
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Controller: “AF123, say call sign of
your wingman.”
Pilot: “Uh... approach, we’re a single
ship.”
Controller: “oooohhh! You have
traffic!”

(check the callsign of the answering
aircraft)
 “Nova 895 contact Moncton on
127.12”
 “Over to 127.12, for Nova 871. We’ll
talk to you later.”
“Maybe sooner than you think.”
(a few seconds pass...)
 “Uh, Moncton, they didn’t want to
talk to us on 127.12...”
“See what I mean?”

             A Deer is on the runway
Tower: “Cessna XXX cleared for take-
off.”
Student: “What should I do? What
should I do?”
Inst: “What do you think you should
do?” (think-think-think)
Std: “Maybe if I taxi toward him it’ll scare
him away.”
Inst: “That’s a good idea.”
(Taxi toward deer, but deer is macho, and
holds position.)
Tower: “Cessna XXX cleared for take-off,
runway NN.”
Std: “What should I do? What should I
do?”
Inst: “What do you think you should
do?” (think-think-think)
Std: “Maybe I should tell the tower.”
Inst: “That’s a good idea.”
Std: “Cessna XXX, uh, there’s a deer down
here on the runway.”.
(long pause)
Tower: “Roger XXX, hold your position.
Deer on runway NN cleared for
immediate departure.”.
(Two seconds, and then — I presume by
coincidence — the deer bolts from the
runway, and runs back into the woods.)
Tower: “Cessna XXX cleared for depar-
ture, runway NN. Caution wake turbu-
lence, departing deer.”.
It had to be tough keeping that Cessna
rolling straight for take-off.

Imagine your floor looking like this bath-
room.

-via e-mail from several people.

Above: Looks like our Sabre is eating
people again, that was Nick McCarron.

Above: Parking must be tighter at this
airport then it is in our hangar!

In the Next Issue:

B-36 Crash Site in
Newfoundland.

Avenger’s Progress
Museum Notes

AGM Information

September 2005
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ACAM President, Rob MacIlreith pre-
sents Dave Amero from Piercey’s with a
picture to thank Piercey’s for their con-
tinued support of the Museum. Bob
Bernier of Eastern Fence was also pre-
sented with a thank you photo for their
generous donation of  a gated front fence
on the compound.

Letters To the Editor
This picture (Right) was taken in 1980 by
Kelly’s Island, Conception Bay, New-
foundland, registration is C-FNJE and it
belonged to the Newfoundland Govern-
ment Air Services, Dept. of Forestry. It is
an old photograph that I had from that
time and I had it digitally redone for my
web site, myself and a few of the other
pilots got together and took some photo’s
from those days. I am endorsed on the
Canso with about 300 flying hours on it
as an F/O.  I pass by your museum many
times but unfortunately don’t seem to
have the time to drop in, but this summer
I will make the time. I have a picture the
NL government’s retired A-100 which was
reported to be the highest time King Air
in North America.
Keep in touch.
Cheers
Neil Shea

Avro Lancaster Enthusiasts!
This coming Tuesday February 22nd, I
will finally be meeting with the Mayor,
City of Edmundston officials and inter-
ested local parties to discuss
the short and long term preservation  of
Avro Lancaster KB882. As most of you
know KB882 is a bonafied warbird with
several bombing missions on her logs. 
After war time service she went on to fly
for an additional twelve years with 408

Sqn.  Now it’s time for us to take care of
the old girl, thus ensuring that KB882 will
be here for another 60 years and beyond.
I have been requested by the Mayor’s
Office to illustrate to them how
much support they may receive from In-
ternational Aviation and Lancaster
enthusiasts.  Here’s your opportunity to
get on board and let the people of
Edmundston know just how important
their Lancaster is! Any messages of sup-

port can be directed to my email address.
I hope to hear from as many of you as
possible - it has been through your
support and co-operation over the past
few years that is making thisday
possible!  Please forward this message to
as many of your contacts as possible!
Troy Kirkby
Lancaster KB882 Supporter
h t t p : / / w w w . l a n c a s t e r -
kb882.freeservers.com/index.html
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Cadet’s Provide Service to Museum

On Saturday, May 14th, the Air Ca-
dets from 397 Trenton arrived at ACAM
to help us prepare to open for the Sea-
son. The Cadet’s cleaned, dusted,
vaccuumed and washed airplanes, cabi-
nets and engines. They also did some
work outside to help prepare the grounds.
It was a very successful day. My thanks
to all the members that brought tools and
supervised Cadets and to Lynn
MacDonald for bringing her well behaved
and hard working group down to have
some fun.

Above: The 397 Trenton Cadets with ACAM President, Rob MacIlreith in front. Left
and left bottom: Cadet’s start washing down the CF-104. Middle: Clening the Harvard.
Right: Wiping down the Homebuilt in the Lobby.

 -397 Cadet Photos

President’s Message
From the desk of Rob MacIlreith

By the time this newsletter reaches
you the Museum will be open for another
season. As I mentioned in the last news-
letter, we made the change to a quarterly
publication as a cost saving measure,
however, it has been slightly longer then
a quarter since our last publication. I
appologize for the delay. I have been some-
what tardy in getting this publication to-
gether as I wanted it to reach you just
before our June 1st General Meeting.

On June 1st we are going to be hav-
ing our Spring Membership Barbeque at
ACAM. The doors will open at 6:00pm
and food should be served around
6:30pm. This is a fun and fellowship event
that allows the members to see what we
have accomplished during the winter res-
toration season. As documented in the
Museum Notes section, I am sure that
many of you will be impressed with the
work that we accomplished during the
winter, I know I am!

In the next few weeks we will have to
complete some major jobs to do our best

to improve for the audit in July. Quite
frankly, with our previous Audit grade
there is not a lot of room for improve-
ment, and there have been very recent
changes to the evaluation documentation.
These two facts will make it difficult for
us to improve our standings. However, I
do have faith in our hard working core
membership to be able to do our very best.

I hope to see many of you over the
next few months at the Museum, make
sure you bring a friend during your visit!

Rob


