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DEDICATED TO THE PRESERVATION OF THE AVIATION HERITAGE OF ATLANTIC CANADA

The Atlantic Canada Aviation Museum
Halifax International Airport

P.O. Box 44006
1658 Bedford Highway

Bedford, N.S.
B4A 3X5

Website: http://acam.ednet.ns.ca
E-Mail: acam@ednet.ns.ca

Upcoming Meeting Dates:

The next General Meeting of the ACAM
Membership will be our Annual General
Meeting at ACAM on Saturday October
16th beginning at 2:00 pm.

Guest Speaker will be Allan Coggan.
Allan’s new book Watch and Warn is re-
viewed on page 14.
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Above: The U.S. Air Force Heritage
flight P-51D Mustang and F-16C
Fighting Falcon fly in formation for
the crowd at the Nova Scotia Inter-
national Air Show on Sunday Sep-
tember 12th, 2004.

Left: The Blue Angels were one of
the headlining flying acts. Halifax
was the only location outside of the
United States that the Blue Angels
performed at this season.

Photos by: Rob MacIlreith
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Facility:

The Museum has had a reasonably
successful year despite a slow tourist sea-
son. Many jobs and improvements have
been made to the facility as planned. As
stated last issue, our major goal has been
preparations to the facility for the
Avenger’s arrival at the Museum. Even
though the Avenger has been our main
goal it is not the only goal. Repairs and
improvements in other areas have been
required as well.

The last of our major Hurricane Juan
repairs was completed in late August
when the damaged portion of the roof was
reshingled. The letters that spelled out
Information on the roof were removed.
Originally, it was planned that the frame-
work that the letters were mounted on
would be put back up on the roof. The
Museum had a small window of time to
remove the letters from the framework
while the workers were there to put the
framework back on the roof. However,
there was too much work required to
clean up the framework, making it look
presentable and safe to remount in time
to have the repair crews put the frames
back on the roof. Therefore, the decision
was made to leave the framework off the
roof at this time. The framework can be
cleaned up and put back up on the roof at
a latter date if that is the Museum’s wish.
The only repair left from Hurricane Juan
is to replace the glass in one window in
the library annex. This minor job will be
made before our 2005 audit as time and
manpower are available.

Our Saturday crew has completed
several exhibit projects that were close to
being complete, these include: hanging
artwork on the empty wall in the tunnel
between the Silver Dart building and the

Museum Notes:
Right: Tunnel artwork on display.
Below: Our new diorama of the Halifax
Municipal Airport on display at the Mu-
seum.
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hangar. The diorama map that was built
by the students from Leslie Thomas Jun-
ior High School was put on display after
the stand was completed by our Satur-
day crew and painted by our summer
staff. Barry repaired and remounted the
Space Shuttle tire exhibit on foam core
and put it back up in the Museum. Our
crew and summer staff also completed
the Sabre exhibit that we have been work-
ing on for several years now. The shadow
box cabinets have been painted and in-
stalled, complete with lighting and fabric
bottoms. In addition, pictures were put
up on the boards to complete the exhibit.
Thanks to Dave McMahon for taking
care of frames and pictures for the ex-
hibit as required.

The guys have also been cleaning
up and moving various items around the
facility in preparation to dismantle the
workshop after the Annual General Meet-
ing on October 16th.  Just emptying the
workshop for the move will take several
weeks to do. Hangar moves are planned
for the Tracker, Argus and L-19 to modi-
fied or new parking locations. To facili-
tate that move the Harvard and CF-5 will
also have to be moved. By making all of
these changes, enough floor space will
be realized to park the Avenger in the han-
gar upon its arrival.

Barry Rodenhiser has completed and
installed our new 8’x8’ promotional ex-
hibit on the Halifax International Airport
departure level. The Airport Authority
has offered the display cabinet to the
Museum for a 6 month period at no
charge. We will have the opportunity to
use the exhibit in this area at a later date
as well. We wish to extend our thanks to
the Halifax International Airport Author-
ity and Sherrie Clow for their help and
support of the Museum.

Mike Garvey has donated a dehu-
midifier to the Museum for one of our two
libraries. We still require a second dehu-
midifier. Work has continued towards pre-
paring for our 2005 NSM Audit. Reg Clarke
and Graeme Hicks have been working in
the libraries organizing our many artifacts.
Over the summer, our staff managed to
key in close to 1000 artifact records into
our database in preparation for next sum-
mers NSM audit. Getting our records com-
puterized is a major goal towards our au-
dit and better managing our artifact col-
lections.

While on the subject of staffing, our
summer staff worked out well this year.

Left block of 4 photos: Our completed
Sabre exhibit. Display cabinets and photo
boards cover the Sabre in service (top
pair) and the Golden Hawks aerobatic
team (bottom pair).

Unfortunately, we were not able to retain
any of the girls into the fall. Meghan and
Candace returned to St FX and Jennifer
returned to Dal and found a new year
round job. The Museum has only been
open in the fall when volunteers have
been able to be on site. Tourism has re-
mained open, despite being short staffed
as well, and has helped us out as much as
possible, something we are very grateful
for.

This fall we have had some new vol-
unteers come out and help us on several
occasions. The Executive welcomes Tim,
Perry and Michelle as new volunteers.

Above: The Museum’s exhibit on the departure level of the Halifax International
Airport. The exhibit was developed by Barry Rodenhiser and will be on display until
Feb. 2005 at no charge. Our thanks to Sherrie Clow at HIAA for her help.
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Canso:
The Canso restoration continues

with more work being carried out on the
rear left fuselage on poor weather days.
Don has been making progress having
most of the stringers repaired now and
work is beginning on fabricating some of
the skin patches that are required as well.
Gene Hamilton has acquired a tent for the
Museum that we can use to paint in out-
side, a number of members assembled the
tent and in late August and Don began
spraying in it. The rudder of the aircraft
has been sprayed white and on Septem-
ber 4th, the first of the red was applied, by
brush, to one side of the rudder for the
stripping. Black vinyl tape ½” thick will
be used for the black stripes to neatly
finish the job. The use of vinyl, while not
completely historically accurate, helps to
limit the time required to do the job and it
reduces the painting as well. At the time
of writing in early September, the eleva-
tors and several other parts were waiting
to be sprayed white when the weather
cooperates.

Below: The rudder complete with red sti-
pes.

Don Hirtle painting the red striping on the Canso rudder. The 1/2 inch black strip-
ing was added at a  later time using vinyl.

(Tim Staples, Photo)

Below: Paul Tuttle’s newest creation for the Atlantic Canada Aviation Museum will
be framed and on display for our opening in May of 2005, here is a sneak peak at his
masterpiece.
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V-1 Buzz Bomb:
In late July, the V-1 was relocated

under the CF-100 and reassembled. This
is the first time that the V-1 has been com-
pletely assembled in the hangar. Many of
members commented on how big it actu-
ally is reassembled. The location under
the CF-100 works out very well in that it
will save the Museum a fair bit of display
space in the long term. Currently, Bruce,
Tim and Gene have been working on re-
pairing the V-1 and preparing it for paint-
ing. A few patches have had to be made
and some minor body work and corro-
sion control is also being done. The team
then uses red oxide primer to prime the
airframe as was originally done.  Dave
Brown provided the Museum with the
required paint chips to have matched for
the colors that the V-1 will be painted.
The cart that the V-1 is mounted on has
been painted and modified to prevent the
V-1 from rolling and the cart has been
blocked up for the time as the weight of
the airframe exceeds the tire limits. Even-
tually, we will build stands for the cart to
keep the weight off the tires. By the time
this issue goes to print the team hopes to
begin painting the airframe, although they
admit that this is an ambitious goal. Over
the winter, Bruce plans to make any re-
quired stencils for to finish the job V-1.

T-33:
The T-33 crew continues to focus

their efforts on the cockpit area of the
aircraft with work being carried out on
the seats and canopy of the aircraft.  Do-
nations for the project continue to come
in with recent donations made by: Dr. J.
Christie. We are now only $2487.77 short
of our goal on the T-33’s fundraising pro-
gram. Tax receipts will be issued on all
donations over $10.00 on the project. Your
financial support is needed and appreci-
ated. As we go to print, some of our mem-
bers have come up with a plan to make
the T-33 fuselage mobile so it can be
moved around the hangar as required.
The T-33 will have to be mobile for the
Avenger’s arrival in the spring.Tim Staples Photo
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TBM Air Tanker Project:
 The “New Brunswick Wing” of the

Museum continued with the TBM resto-
ration with the return of warmer weather
this spring. The objective for 2004 was to
complete the flying controls, have them
installed and fully operational, as well as
to complete the many other remaining
items of aircraft restoration all prior to
preparation for aircraft painting. Gord
Nielson tackled this major project of re-
pairing, preparation and recovering of the
flying controls with the valued assistance
of Mr. Bud MacKenzie, in Moncton. The
rest of the team quickly learned that there
was much remaining work in preparation
and applying the 11 coats of dope re-
quired to produce a quality result with
the finish work on the control surfaces..
This prep work became a major part of
the year’s efforts.

Many hours of work were then in-
volved in mounting and setting up the
main controls and trim tabs. A major prob-
lem was encountered with the flex cables
required for the various trim tabs. Don
Henry’s lathe abilities in fabricating and
fitting the missing and damaged parts
were vital to overcoming this problem.

It was indeed satisfying to see the
aircraft finally with the flying controls in-
stalled and operational.  Following a photo
op to record this important step the con-
trols were removed to be protected with
wax polishing and safely stored until
transported to Halifax along with the com-
pleted aircraft.

Along with these jobs, other items
undertaken included cleaning and paint-
ing of the aircraft interior, completion of
the cockpit details and the many large and
small structural items still remaining. We
were fortunate indeed to receive the do-
nation of a complete set of new cockpit
escutcheon plates from Paul Gilmore of
Northern Trophies and Engraving.
Many of these were quite complex requir-
ing much effort and his continuing sup-
port is very much appreciated.

A concern we have had from the be-
ginning of the project was with our abil-
ity to ensure a really professional paint

job, which is so important in producing a
true “Museum Quality” display.  Clearly
an enclosed space is vital to this process
along with the proper equipment, the cor-
rect materials, good preparation, and an
experienced painter.  Our first “break” was
Forest Protection Limited’s offer of the
use of their new storage hangar for the
painting process.  This fall we were able
to use it up to mid September with a com-
mitment to have it available to us from
mid April of next year.

Next was the willingness of Mr. Gerry
Wilcox to offer his assistance to the
project.  Gerry, who is a fulltime profes-
sional firefighter with the City of
Fredericton, is well known in the local
aviation community as an experienced
aircraft constructor and restorer whose
workmanship is recognized as nothing
short of exceptional. Gerry gave us full
directions on the proper preparation of a
section of the aircraft for painting and
then carried out the actual painting pro-
cess.  Even more importantly he has of-
fered to paint the remainder of the aircraft
in the spring as each section is prepared
for him by our project team.  Along with
the use of quality painting materials this
assures a finely finished restoration.

We are currently looking into trans-
portation options for the move of the TBM
to the Museum with the completion of
painting. We believe that early summer
of 2005 will see the aircraft finally on dis-
play in Halifax.

Above: ACAM’s TBM Avenger sitting on the FPL ramp in Fredericton with Tanker
3 in the background.

(Frank MacLoon Photos)

One of the great satisfactions of in-
volvement with ACAM is the opportu-
nity to interact with so many committed
and fine members with a common interest
in aviation heritage.  That is something
that is limited for a remotely located group
like the “New Brunswick Wing” based in
Fredericton.  Two recent events gave a
real boost to our group:  First was the
visit to our work site by John Christie,
who while on vacation brought some

Top: Don and Clem working on install-
ing the elevators.
Above: Bob Purdue priming the canopy
for paint.
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much needed material from the Museum
along with personal donations to the
TBM project itself that are much appreci-
ated.  Along with this he worked two very
active days with us on the project. Sec-
ond was Clem Crocker’s recent visit to
the Nova Scotia International Air Show
where he and his wife were made very
welcome to the Museum and provision
was made for his fifth wheel trailer. These
acts go a long way to make our members
feel so much more a part of the Museum
“family” and are much appreciated.

President’s Note: To all of our New
Brunswick Wing members, the reports
coming in from members of the Museum
that have visited the Wing have all been
very positive in terms of the reception
the members have recieved from the
Avenger team, as well as, comments on
the fine job that has done and how excit-
ing the finished product will be on dis-
play at ACAM. Well Done to all involved!

Above Left: ACAM’s TBM Avenger
parked in FPL’s new building. The
Avenger restoration team were very
lucky to be loaned the building to do some
painting in this year. They will be able to
finish the painting in the spring of 2005
in this location as well. The Museum
would like to extend its thanks for the
continued support that FPL has shown.
Without their help our organization
would not be able to have such a quality
Museum Piece.
Above: Gerry and Gord admire the
freshly painted nose section.

Above: Gerry spraying the nose section
of the TBM.

Bell 47:
The Bell 47 project continues to be

worked on over the summer. Patching the
floats has been a difficult job and many
options have been explored. In addition,
Dave has been doing some cockpit res-
toration work as well.

FPL Avengers in hap-
pier times! Tanker 14
was lost 2 months af-
ter this photo was
taken but has been re-
stored to outdoor static
condition and is at the
New Brunswick
Woodsmen Museum.
Tanker 24 has been
sold to California and
is being prepared for
delivery. Tanker 12
was shipped to the Na-
val Air Station Wild-
wood Aviation Museum
in New Jersey.

Rob MacIlreith Photo
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Left: Fat Albert makes a lowlevel pass.
Above: Matt Chapman wows the crowd in
his CAP 231EX. Matt was nothing short
of awesome! Below: The headliner for
many was the U.S. Navy Blue Angels
which thrilled the crowd with their noise
and high speeds.

Left: CF-188 Hornet 188709 lands on
Runway 33 (in front of the crowd) after
his show on Saturday. The aircraft is this
years only colour bird in the Air Force
as there was only 1 demo team this year
due to cutbacks.  The markings com-
memorate the 80th anniversary of the Air
Force this year.
This years demonstration was flown by
Captain “Super Dave” Pletz from 425
Alouette Squadron located at 3 Wing,
CFB Bagotville.

( Rob MacIlreith Photos)
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The Nova Scotia International Air
Show was held on September 11th and 12th

at the Halifax International Airport. The
new venue at YHZ was awesome. With
Runway 15-33 being used as show cen-
ter and the Delta Taxiway as the ramp area
for the static aircraft, the location was far
superior to CFB Shearwater. To start with,
one could see all the aircraft take off and
land, as well as, run up. Something that
we could never fully appreciate at Shear-
water as the runway was so far away from
the viewing area and the airshow people
always hid the fliers on the South Arming
Ramp. The Halifax International Airport
parked the fliers on the ramp in the de-
icing bays in an area that we could all see
but yet far enough away to be safe.

Parking at the show was actually
quite well planned out. There were some
bugs that will have to be worked out if
the venue is used again, such as addi-
tional buses and parking spots. Although
there was a large line for buses at the end
of the day, there were no line ups in the
parking lot. Unlike Shearwater, one did
not have to spend an hour in the car to
get out although you would have spent

some amount of time waiting to leave on
the bus depending on when you decided
to leave the show site. People that left
before the Snowbirds found it very easy
to get out of the show site, those that
waited until after the Snowbirds found it
a significantly longer wait. All of the true
aviation enthusiasts felt that the location
was far better despite the longer “jour-
ney” to get back to your car. Many of the
children enjoyed the bus ride as one of
the highlights of the day.

The static park was crowded into a
small area which meant that static park
photography was not as good as it has
been other years but I have also heard
people gripe about the static park at
Shearwater as well. However, the plus to
the smaller static park was that it was not
a long walk to cover the entire air show
site.  I enjoyed it much better then Shear-
water in previous years. My suggestion
to the aircraft handlers would be to make
sure that aircraft like the Hawkeye and
Gonzo Dash 8 are not parked on the run-
way side next year if possible to improve
fence-line photography during the show.

Being the first year in a new venue

Old Friends and New Faces

Above: F-14B Tomcat from VF-11 Red
Rippers. VF-11 will transition to the F-
18F Super Hornet in November. The
squadron participated in air strikes
around Falluja when operating from the
USS George Washington in April.
Below: The new CT-155 Hawk trainer.

P-51D Mustang flown by Ed Shipley

Above: The Seaking made a spirited dis-
play on Sunday, even out performing the
S-92 in terms of making it exciting for
the enthusists present. Below: The S-92,
a civilian aircraft that has been chosen
to replace the Seaking. Canada will be
paying the costs to develop a military ver-
sion. As one officer said to the author,
“Right now its just a flying school bus.”
Sikorsky does plan to market the air-
craft as the replacement for Marine One.
However compared to the EH-101 it has
2 engines compared to 3 and less range.
Did the politicians get it wrong again?
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was in a word… awesome! Of course the
show was closed out by the Snowbirds.
All in all an exciting show.

Additionally, the concessions tents
were less this year then previous years,
which meant longer lines at lunch time
but the prices were very high. $3.50 for a
burger and $2.75 for water was a bit out-
rageous. As well, a few extra porta-pot-
ties could have been used. By Sunday,
plywood had been put down in the wet
grass in front of the facilities to cover the
mud. It was very disappointing to see that
the Shearwater Museum was allowed to
have a gift shop at the show but ACAM
was not. Many of the not-for-profits
groups were not represented at the air
show as in past years.

All in all, the air show this year prob-
ably represented the best show in the last

there was bound to be a few problems
but overall the location and staff did a
fantastic job organizing things. A big tip
of the hat should go to the airport opera-
tions folks and the staff at NAVCAN. Lis-
tening to the flights arriving and depart-
ing on the radio, one could hear that the
controllers pushing the tin were working
very hard to get flights in and out in a
very short period of time, particularly on
Saturday in windy conditions, which lim-
ited commercial operations to Runway 06.
Sunday seemed to be less stressful for
the controllers, who seemed to be able to
get planes in and out smoother due to
the lack of wind.

The flying display was pretty good
this year. The Blue Angels opened the
show with Fat Albert doing a simulated
JATO takeoff. Unfortunately, the Blues
do not do JATO outside of the United
States. The Blue Angels flew a nice dis-
play both days, although I still enjoy the
Snowbirds more. Saturday’s display
brought the Blues over the crowd line a
couple of times as they had to deal with a
quite a cross wind during the display.
Other acts included a rather sedate dis-
play by the Sikorsky S-92, in fact the pilot
that flew the Seaking demo on Sunday
flew a much more aggressive and impres-
sive display compared to the S-92 test
pilots. The CASA 295 and C-27 Spartan
displays were pretty good; both aircraft
hope to succeed the Buffalo and some of
the old CC-130Es in the SAR role. The
rolls flown by the Italian team in the C-27
impressed everyone, as well as, the steep
approach and STOL landings by both.
The C-17 demo was most impressive as
well, showing the aircrafts maneuverabil-
ity and handling really is second to none.
See story at right for more details.

Other Canadian aircraft flown in-
cluded: a SAR demo by the Cormarant
and C-130, CF-188, Aurora, and Buffalo.
In addition, exciting displays were flown
by the Heritage Flight (an F-16 and P-51
Mustang) as well as, Matt Chapman. One
no show was Bill Leef and his Harvard
act. However,  Matt Chapman

How Low Can You Go?

Above: KC-135E 57-2600 does a low and over  during the show. Bat 95, the tankers
call sign, was suppose to do an aerial refuelling demo with some F-16’s from Michi-
gan that did not make it to the show. Below: Ed Shipley wins the low fly-by award.

ten years and it is my hope that the show
will continue at Halifax in the future. The
folks did their best to make sure the pay-
ing public got their money’s worth.

Above: Canada’s Snowbirds closed the
show on each day as usual. The longer
show ment that the Snowbirds did not fin-
ish until after 6:00 pm each day.
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Replacing the Buffalo?

The Nova Scotia International Air
Show offered the public the opportunity
to view the prospective replacements for
the Buffalo and older model C-130’s cur-
rently used in the SAR squadrons. The
two contenders are: the EADS / CASA C-
295 and the Lockheed-Martin  / Alenia C-
27J Spartan. Both aircraft performed sharp
displays on both Saturday and Sunday.
However, the C-27 wowed the crowd on
both days by rolling the aircraft twice
during each display. The C-27J was off
the ground in less runway and demon-
strated shorter landing distances as well.

Military officials were onhand to to
view the flying displays on both days.
The general public preception was that
the C-27J was a better performer (at least
on the air show circuit!)

The CASA 295 has been selected by
the United States Coast Guard as part of
its deepwater program, while the C-27J is
listed as the front runner in the U.S. Army
fixed wing replacement program as it is
considered better because of speed,
range, manoeuvrability, visibility and ca-
pacity, including the reinforced cargo
floor. Both aircraft have rear ramps which
can be lowered in flight and STOL.

Above: The EADS / CASA C-295 flies past the crowd with the rear ramp lowered.
Upper Right: The venerable Buffalo performs a STOL landing after dropping the
Skyhawks for  their display. Below: The C-27J prepares to land on Runway 33 in an
astonishing short distance.

An unusal view for most cargo aircraft.

C-17 Also Performs At NSIAS
The C-17 was also demonstrated at
NSIAS. As was reported in the March
2002 newsletter, the rumour presists that
the military would like to purchase 4-6 of
these very expensive stategic transports.
Our Forces recent deployment to Haiti
highlighted this need again. The demo
by the 437th AW from Charleston, S.C.
was even more impressive then the C-27J
because of the size of the aircraft.



The Atlantic Canada Aviation Musuem Newletter
Oct / Nov 2004

 Page 12

DEDICATED TO THE PRESERVATION OF THE AVIATION HERITAGE OF ATLANTIC CANADA

Civilian plane spotting at Halifax International Airport during the Nova Soctia International Air Show.  Photos by Kevin Gomes.

Above Left: Museum members watch the
C-17 in action. Top: The magic of the
Snowbirds. Left: Special markings on
the F-14B Tomcats paying tribute to the
Tomcat’s  AIM-54 Phenoix missle. Above:
The September 11th anniversary was
mentioned many times in the program.
The KC-135 and F-15E  both featured the
“Lets Roll” nose art.

Tim Staples Photos
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The Stanley Fly-In
The Stanley Fly-In took place dur-

ing the long weekend in September again
this year. The event was very well at-
tended despite the poor weather on Sat-
urday again this year. Between 20 and 30
private aircraft attended the event. The
Fly-In has been plagued with poor
weather on more then one occasion in
recent years.

A guest appearence of Cormorant
149911 from 14 Wing Greenwood was a
welcome addition for many. The aircraft
did a short demo that provided opportu-
nities for some nice photos. Other aircraft
provided the usual fly-bys and rides for
many of the enthusiasts present.

The Museum did not have a gift shop
at the show this year for logistical rea-
sons, however, a number of members at-
tended the event. Photos by Dave
McMahon.

Too Much Time On Your
Hands?

This unique picture appeared in a corn
field in the United States this summer.
The C-130 Hecules is in a 1,200 acre
corn field.

Man must rise above the Earth — to the
top of the atmosphere and beyond — for
only thus will he fully understand the
world in which he lives.
— Socrates
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Book Review
Watch and Warn: A

Wartime Story of
Canada’s Home Front

By: Allan F. Coggon
Reviewed By: Peter Drage (CAHS)

Take-Off Publishing
194 pages
Perfect bound
ISBN 1-4120-3192-3
C$29.99

This book is for those who never
knew about the Canadian citizens who
performed their duty as volunteers on the
home front during WWII while their sons
and daughters were scattered across the
world defending our freedom.

But it’s more than that. It is a glimpse
into what happened along our coastlines
and in the remote interior of Canada, from
June 1940 until March 1945. Men and
women, up to 30,000, volunteered to keep
their eyes and ears alert for sightings of
aircraft and of untoward activity in their
neighbourhoods. They were “Observers”
in the Aircraft Detection Corps. They did
not wear uniforms, but when “signing
on” they were issued a handbook and,
from time to time, aircraft recognition dia-
grams. At war’s end their sense of duty
and devotion was recognized when a
grateful government presented sterling

silver pins and certificates of apprecia-
tion to Corps members.

Coggon has made good use of offi-
cial sources as is aptly reflected in his
five appendices and bibliography, but
what gives the book its human interest is
the recollections of those volunteer ob-
servers who responded to his call for
memories. We have to accept that given
their ages, some might be fuzzy or mildly
inaccurate, but they cannot be far off the
mark as they do not stray that much from
events in the official documents Coggon
has researched.

Using quotes from newspapers of
the day and reproducing selected official
correspondence, the author first sets the
background leading to the formation of
the Corps. He then describes selected
instances of recorded happenings from
coast to coast including northern Hudson
Bay Trading posts. Observations were
not limited to our coastlines; indeed, af-
ter Pearl Harbour the defence of the in-
dustrial heartland of Canada and the USA
was of great concern. How many readers
are aware that anti-aircraft guns, balloons
and searchlights were installed on both
sides of the Sault Saint Marie locks dur-
ing this period?

One of the most entertaining ac-
counts deals with the insertion of a spy

into the southern Gaspe region from a U-
boat. He was caught out by several local
civilians because of a couple of simple
blunders. Presumably, for security rea-
sons, the story was not released immedi-
ately, but when it was newspapers, had a
field day with it. Watch and Warn does a
good job of revealing for today’s readers
what some Canadians civilians were do-
ing on their patch of the home-front from
1940 to 1945, and thus, it forms part of the
history of many communities during those
years.

In all, the book is an excellent read
for those who remember and for those
who wish to learn about the contributions
made by Canadians in a conflict that took
place six decades ago. In recent years we
have commemorated the anniversaries of
Canadian participation in a number of
major turning points in WWII. Watch and
Warn makes us aware of another contri-
bution, this one on the home-front,
manned by a group of faithful, dedicated
civilian volunteers whose public recog-
nition is long overdue.

Gorden Fryer
The Museum recently recieved
word regarding the passing of long
time member Gorden Fryer.

Gorden was a noted pilot who had
flown with the RAF Transport Com-
mand, BOAC and later government
flight work in Canada with DAR.
Our sympathies to the family.
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News Shorts:
Halifax International Airport to Add New
Parking Facility

Halifax International Airport Author-
ity has announced the construction of a
new parking lot to meet growing demands
for long-term parking at the airport. The
new lot, on Pratt and Whitney Drive, off
Highway 102 at Exit 6, will accommodate
up to 1,000 vehicles and offer shuttle ser-
vice to the terminal building. Construc-
tion is scheduled to begin in September
with completion by year-end.

“As our passenger traffic continues
to increase and our traffic patterns
change, with more passengers originat-
ing in Halifax, the demand for parking at
the Airport increases,” says Reg Milley,
President & CEO, HIAA. “By building
this new long-term lot, we are respond-
ing to this need and offering an alterna-
tive for the traveling public, particularly
during peak travel times.”

In addition, the Airport has included
plans for a covered parkade in its 10-year
capital budget. HIAA announced earlier
this year that its passenger traffic for the
first quarter of 2004 had surpassed pre-9/
11 levels. During the first half of this year,
traffic was up almost 11 per cent over last
year. The second quarter was particularly
strong with a 14.5 per cent increase over
the same quarter in 2003. Traffic for June,
2004 was up almost eight per cent over
last June. To date, the Airport has wel-
comed 1.5 million passengers in 2004,
putting it on track to surpass the previ-
ous annual passenger  record of 3.089 mil-
lion, set in 1999.

YHZ is Atlantic Canada’s main full-
service airport providing access to mar-
kets across the country and locations in
the US and Europe. The Airport welcomes
almost three million passengers each year,
making it Canada’s 7th busiest.

Halifax International Airport Authority
Announces Major Terminal Expansion

Halifax International Airport Author-
ity (HIAA) today announced plans for
the next phase of its 10-year Airport Im-
provement Program at Halifax Interna-
tional Airport. This latest phase of the
$220-million Airport Improvement Pro-
gram is a $70-million investment to expand
aviation facilities and services. The
project will include: a new baggage
screening area to meet regulatory
requirements; the relocation of airline
commuter traffic from the north end of
the terminal to the south end to make way
for an international passenger waiting
area; separate domestic and international
departure areas;additional aircraft gates
and bridges, elevators, escalators, bag-
gage belts, ticket counters and computer
terminals; and a two-storey walkway to
separate arriving international and domes-
tic passengers for customs and immigra-
tion purposes.

“Our Airport Improvement Program
is primarily driven by the fact that when
we assumed management of the Airport
from the federal government in 2000, it
could accommodate one million passen-
gers,” said Reg Milley, President & CEO,
HIAA. “Today we have three million.”
”While we have largely addressed pas-
senger facilities and services inside the
terminal building, we now need to turn
our attention to the congestion on our
airfield, at our loading bridges and at our
aircraft gates,” he said. “In addition,
changing regulatory requirements are
driving some of these changes and we
are also preparing the space required for
U.S. pre-clearance in anticipation of re-
ceiving a favorable response to our busi-
ness case from the United States govern-
ment.”

HIAA’s business has grown rapidly

in the past few years because of an in-
crease in the number and type of airlines
using Halifax International Airport,
changing aircraft size and an increase in
international and trans-border traffic, dic-
tating the need for segregated facilities
for domestic and international passen-
gers. Year to date (July) 1,859,132 pas-
sengers have traveled through Halifax
International Airport, up 10.6% over the
same period last year. Passenger traffic
continues to track ahead of 1999 when
the Airport experienced its record level of
3,089,192 passengers.

“Running an airport is a capital-in-
tensive business so our financing must
also be phased in with major capital
projects like this one,” said Mr. Milley.
“By being fiscally responsible and phas-
ing our Airport  Improvement Program,
we have not incurred any long-term debt
to date.”

This project is expected to contrib-
ute over 500 jobs and $37.8 million in sala-
ries and wages to the Nova Scotia
economy. This phase of expansion should
not significantly affect passengers be-
cause most construction will be done on
the side of the terminal building facing
the airfield. Construction management for
this expansion will be handled by PCL
Constructors Canada Inc.  Work on this
phase is expected to be complete by 2006.

Halifax International Airport wel-
comes almost three million passengers a
year, making it Canada’s seventh largest
airport. It contributes $1.6 billion to the
Nova Scotia economy annually.

HIAA Photo
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President’s Message
From the Desk of Rob MacIlreith

As we reached the end of September
and the calendar changes like the leaves,
the Museum prepares to close for another
season. Our Annual General Meeting is
on October 16th. The front page will give
the reader details on the AGM event.
Please note that there will only be a light
veggie tray and donuts at the AGM this
year, as opposed to a meal. This change
was a suggestion from our recent mem-
bership survey and is meant as a cost
saving measure.

Since September 1st, the Museum has
had problems being open for regular busi-
ness due to several unforeseen events.
First, Jennifer Parsons, our senior sum-
mer student opted to take a new job and
let us know at the end of the summer that
she would not be available for weekends
in September and October. Michael
White, our weekday volunteer, has had a
difficult fall as his close friend, Elaine, ex-
perienced some sever health issues.
Therefore, Michael has not been avail-
able to volunteer at the Museum. Unfor-
tunately, Elaine lost her battle on Septem-
ber 25th, and passed away. Our sympathy
goes out to Michael and Elaine’s family.
The Tourism people have done their best
to help out by looking after the Museum
facility when volunteers have not been
available to open the entire Museum. We
have kept the Silver Dart room open, al-
though the main hanger has been locked
up when a volunteer has not been on site.
Tourism has also experienced a staffing
setback as well; and starting on Septem-
ber 14th, the entire complex has been
closed on Tuesdays and Thursdays. We
will be following this schedule until Oc-
tober 15th, when the Museum will be clos-
ing for the winter. My personal thank-you
to the few members that have taken it
upon themselves to volunteer with the
gift shop and opening the Museum for

the general public during this time period.
If you are interested in helping out, and
your help is needed, please contact me
to find out what times we need filled.

Moving on to other happenings af-
fecting the Museum; I’d like to extend
my congratulations to Barry Rodenhiser,
who has completed and installed an ex-
cellent promotional display on the depar-
ture level of the Airport. This project has
been in the works for about 14 months
and the finished product is the class of
the field in the display windows on the
departure level. Progress on several other
exhibits has reached completion such as
the: airport diorama, Sabre exhibit and art-
work in the tunnel area to name a few.
Additionally, thank you to Tim Staples,
one of our new volunteers, who came up
with enough tarp material to have the
Hudson cocooned against the elements.
Welcome to Perry and Michelle, who are
also new volunteers.

As we continue to prepare for the
arrival of the TBM Avenger in the spring
of 2005, the workshop is being emptied
and will be removed on October 23rd.
Many items, such as parts and tools, are
now being relocated and reorganized to
new homes. Already, this effort has be-
gun to highlight our needs for more stor-
age space, dedicated dirty workshop
space and the need to cull our collection

mending to our Board of Directors.
The Museum has entered into an-

other Service Learning Project with Leslie
Thomas Junior High School. This year
we will be having 18 grade 8 and 9 stu-
dents develop an interactive exhibit on
the Theory of Flight. This exhibit will be
designed to meet the outcomes in the
Grade 6 Science Unit. I feel that educa-
tion regarding how an aircraft works has
been neglected by all of the aviation mu-
seums in the province. Since the grade 6
unit is the only aviation unit that every
student must take and there are few avia-
tion resources available for teachers, this
exhibit should prove to be useful for
teachers. The payoff for the Museum is
higher visitation plus a further demon-
stration of our continued commitment to
the general education of the public re-
garding aviation. This summer I have
mailed out a number of grant proposals
to various groups in search of  funding
for the project. HIAA has jumped on
board as our 1st partner and awarded the
project $2,500 out of the $8,700 requested.
Last year HIAA donated $500 to our
project, I’d like to thank Karen Sinclair
and HIAA for their substantial investment
in our Service Learning Program.

Our small  team continues to struggle
with many problems; however, we also
continue to knock those problems off 1
at a time. While we still have a pile of
issues to deal with, the team continues to
make improvements with the focus on
making ACAM the very best product we
can. I look forward to seeing everyone at
the AGM on October 16th.

Rob
for items that are
surplus to our
needs. These items
should be listed,
deassecioned and
sold, which should
generate some
much needed work-
ing capital. This
will be a major sug-
gestion that I will
be strongly recom-


