
The Atlantic Canada Aviation Musuem Newletter
September / October 2001

 Page 1

DEDICATED TO THE PRESERVATION OF THE AVIATION HERITAGE OF ATLANTIC CANADA

The Atlantic Canada Aviation Museum
Halifax International Airport

P.O. Box 44006
1658 Bedford Highway

Bedford, N.S.
B4A 3X5

Website: http://acam.ednet.ns.ca
E-Mail: acam@ednet.ns.ca

Upcoming Meeting Dates:
The September General Meeting  will be
held Sept. 27th at the Museum. There will
be social time beginning at 7:00 pm. The
meeting will begin at 7:30 pm.

The November meeting will be on Nov.
22 at Sackville Superstore, beginning at
7:30pm.
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The L-19 Bird Dog parked at the Museum. The cabinet and reader board are part of the
display being developed by Crew Chief Thomas Hughes. See Pg2. Below: Premier John
Hamm sits in the CF-5 during his visit to ACAM on August 21st. See Museum Notes Pg 5.

Included In This Issue:

Cessna L-19 Bird Dog
Dreams Take Flight

Board of Directors Meeting
Museum Notes
Book Review

and much more!

Photos by: R. MacIlreith
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Cessna L-19 Birddog
Written By Thomas Hughes

Background:
In the late 1940’s, the United States Army issued a

requirement for a light two seat observation and liaison mono-
plane aircraft. Cessna Aircraft Company was declared the win-
ner in June of 1950, with its Model 305A submission; an initial
contract was awarded for 418 aircraft.

Deliveries began in 1950 under the Army designation
L-19. Additional U.S. Army orders were added to the original
order, as well as, orders for the United States Marine Corps.
However, with the new orders went higher performance re-
quirements, which resulted in the improved L-19E. Soon, many
foreign nations also purchased L-19’s for similar missions for
which the U.S. Army used the aircraft.

By the time Bird Dog production ended, Cessna and
Fuji in Japan had manufactured 3,431 aircraft with the Fuji
built aircraft being produced under license. With the
redesignation of aircraft in the United States in 1962, the L-19
became known as the O-1 Bird Dog. However, in Canada the
designation of L-19 was retained.

The Roles of the L-19 Bird Dog in Canadian Service:

Artillery:
The Royal Canadian Army first used the L-19 Bird

Dog aircraft to support Army artillery units, scouting for tar-
gets for the artillery to strike. Once a ground target was found,
the L-19 would then relay the target information to the artillery
unit for them to strike. The L-19 would fly under the artillery
arc of the shells, remaining in the vicinity of the target, spot-
ting the falling rounds and advising the gunners how to adjust
their fire.

Scouting / Reconnaissance:
This role of the L-19 Bird Dog is quite similar to the

artillery role. However, this role was much more general in
that the L-19 was used by all combat units in the Royal Cana-
dian Army. The aircraft would fly ahead of the units scouting
for enemy locations and the terrain for friendly units. This ac-
tion enables the Army to move faster and more efficiently with
the chance for fewer casualties.

Air Cadets Glider Tugs:
This was the last role of the L-19 Bird Dog in its mili-

tary life. The Air Cadets train young adults to fly glider aircraft
during summer time. However, an aircraft is required to tow
the glider aloft. The L-19 Bird Dog is an excellent aircraft for
the job because it is a stable aircraft that is able to pull gliders
with ease.

Conclusion:
As one can see, the L-19 Bird Dog is a very versatile

aircraft and handled its roles with ease during its service. To-
day, the L-19 has been retired from the Canadian Armed Forces,
having been replaced by the helicopter in the spotting and scout-
ing roles. However, it is still in service with the Air Cadets.
Additionally, there are a large number of L-19’s on the Warbird
market; many are seen at various airshows throughout North
America.

ACAM’s L-19 Bird Dog:
This aircraft rolled out of the Cessna factory on the

21st of May 1957 with the United States Army serial of 56-
4037. This particular aircraft was a Cessna Model 305C, or  L-
19E Bird Dog.

The Royal Canadian Air Force (RCAF) acquired this
L-19E Bird Dog (56-4037), one of 26 acquired under the Mili-
tary Assistance Program (MAP Program), on the 6th of July
1957. Although L-19’s were used with the Royal Canadian
Army, they were registered under the RCAF because it was an
aircraft. When the our aircraft came to Canada it was given the
Canadian serial number, 16720.

On the 20th of April 1969 this L-19 (16720) suffered
a Category B accident. It was decided by the RCAF that rather
than repairing the damage that the aircraft would be disposed
of via CADC (Crown Assets Disposal Corporation). It was here
on the December 11, 1969 that the Centennial Flight College
acquired the aircraft for use as a training aid for AME’s (Air-
craft Mechanics Engineers).

According to Military records, the aircraft was given
a new serial number as 119720 on the June 11, 1970, six months
after having been disposed. At this time its designation was
changed from the L-19E Bird Dog to CO-119. It seems odd,
however, that it would be reserialled after being written off the
Military inventory. The unit that the aircraft was assigned to at
this time is unknown, as is the role that the plane should have
fulfilled. Further research is being done to clear up this mys-
tery.

Later the aircraft was acquired by the Moncton Flight
College and again the aircraft was used to train AME’s (Air-
craft Mechanics Engineers). In 2000, the aircraft no longer
suited the Flight College’s needs and it was loaned to the At-
lantic Canada Aviation Museum, for preservation. The Mu-
seum would like to thank Mr. Boyd Geddes and Mr. Gordon
Nielson for arranging for the aircraft to be loaned to the Mu-
seum. In January of 2001 the L-19 was transported to the Mu-
seum from Moncton via truck. At this time, it is planned to
restore the aircraft in Royal Canadian Army colors, as it would
have worn while serving at CFB Gagetown, New Brunswick.
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Above and Above Right: The L-19 after it arrived at ACAM
in early 2001.  Photos By: R. MacIlreith

The Status of ACAM’s L-19 Bird Dog:
This project is currently awaiting restoration, which

is set to begin in the Fall of 2002. At this time, small jobs are
being completed on this project as volunteer time allows.

These jobs include:
• Cleaning and maintaining the aircraft for public view.
• Placing small parts and components on the aircraft.
• Researching the history of the aircraft.
• Cataloging large parts and components, which will

remain in storage until restoration begins.

The work being done on the aircraft at this time is vital to com-
pleting an accurate and successful restoration.

Editor’s Note:
Thomas Hughes (below) is currently,  the youngest Crew Chief
and contributor to the Museum Newsletter. Thomas is 15 years
old and attends South Colchester High School.

Below and Bottom Right: 2 differnet colour schemes used
while serving with the Canadian Armed Forces. Photos from
the DND Website.

Photo By: F. MacLoon
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Above: ACAM’s L-19, as seen in 1971, at Centennial College. Photo sent by E-mail from Stephen MacMurray.

L-19 Notes as We Go to Press

Just as we go to press the following E-mail was
recieved from Stephen MacMurray:

Hi,
Thought you’d like to have a picture of your L-19 as it was
in 1971. I attended Centennial College of Applied Arts &
Technology (AME program) in Toronto in ’71. Aircraft
maintenance was crammed into the second floor of an old
downtown garage on Wellesley St. They later moved it to
more modern facilities in Scarborough.
Great web site.
Cheers,
Stephen MacMurray
Halifax

Left Bottom: Also of note was L-19 (C-FTGP) at the Nova
Scotia International Airshow with the Air Cadet display in
B-Hangar. C-FTGP had the name of Bill Orr painted on
the fuselage. As many of you know Bill Orr, was a member
of our Museum and one of the founding members of the
Air Cadet League here in Nova Scotia.

Left Above: L-19 C-FTGU seen in Chatham in 1997.
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Museum Notes
As the summer season has reached

a peak many projects are experiencing the
summer slowdown as volunteers take some
well-deserved time off. September will see
the crews’ gear up for the busy fall restora-
tion period.

Facility:
The Museum facility has continued

to be busy so far this summer. Attendance
seems to be up significantly, as of early
August and of course, the tourist season is
far from over. August saw some notable
visitors including the Premier, John Hamm,
local MLA Peter Christie and the new Air-
port Manager, Reg Milley.

Maintenance issues are being ad-
dressed as well. Panic crash bars have been
retrofitted at the bottom of the wheel chair
ramp in the building that houses the Silver
Dart. Barry Rodenhiser found some used

parts to make the upgrades at substantial savings to the Mu-
seum and looked after this job. Plans are also being made to
make the same upgrades to the main doors in the future. Other
larger issues loom in our future and will need to be addressed
soon, these include: the roof problems in the Information Cen-
tre building, water supply and filtration system issues, parking
lot and curb repairs. If you have some possible solutions to
some of these issues we need to hear from you.

Thanks to John Christie for coming up with a radio
that we were able to set up in the tunnel to pipe in the local
Halifax Arrival Frequency. The radio added another dimen-
sion of interactivity to the Map Display mentioned last issue.

Additionally, work has begun on clearing an area next
to the path to the Airport Hotel for an outdoor storage com-
pound. The trees have been cut down and logs removed. The
brush was mulched for future use in the gardens thanks to a
chipper from Asplundh Tree Service Inc. As well, the Hudson
fuselage was put on an old Voodoo engine stand for ease of
movement. Our friend Stephen from ACE Towing carried out
the lifting operation (photo at right). The Hudson fuselage will
be parked in the compound when complete. At the time of pub-
lishing half of the old NS Power building has been relocated
out of the area in preparation for an excavator to come in and
stump the area sometime in near future. Gravel will then be put
down for parking and items such as the Hudson fuselage and
Canso wings will be moved into the area, as well as, any other
items stored outside. The compound is part of our preparation
for next summer’s audit by the NS Museum.

M
us

eu
m

 N
ot

es
CF-100:
Danny Price is cleaning up and painting the nose gear bay on
the CF-100. The hydraulic lines were removed for painting and
will be re-installed in the near future. The gauges that were
located in the bay have been glass beaded and have had the
broken glass replaced.

Bell 47 J-2:
Stripping of paint from parts continues, as does the installation
of minor components. Further work will be done in the fall.

PBY 5A:
The Canso rudder is progressing well. Most of the parts that
needed to be fabricated or repaired have now been completed.
Some riveting has yet to be done and then the rudder will be
reskinned.

Pratt & Whitney Display:
The large display boards for the Pratt & Whitney Display have
been completed and the material attached to the boards. Some
items that are required
have yet to be delivered
and the reader boards for
the engines have yet to
built. These will be
started in the near future.
Additionally, an engine
stand has been built for
the Twin Wasp acquired
from the North Atlantic
Aviation Museum in Gan-
der, NF. Gene Hamilton
built the stand and
cleanup of the engine is
now in progress. The en-
gine will be on display for
next season.
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L-19:
The L-19 display is now being put together and the windows
in the aircraft are now being polished. Restoration is set to
begin on the L-19 next fall after the completion of the Sabre
and Harvard restorations. See the L-19 Article on Pg 2.

Sabre:
Work continues on the Sabre with the trailing edges of the
aircraft being worked on at this time.

Harvard:
External parts are being refitted to the Harvard at this time and
some measuring and planning is in progress for adding mark-
ings to the Fuselage.

Avenger: (Report sent by Frank MacLoon and the NB Wing)
Following completion of the rear fuselage reconstruction, the
propeller was assembled and installed, the main landing gear
painted and gear covers installed. With this, the fuselage re-
construction, other than one area requiring reskinning, is com-
pleted and ready for internal fittings.

Following some 70 hours work by Clem Crocker in
his workshop, the Bomb Tank and doors are now rebuilt and
ready for installation. It’s place has been taken by the damaged
left wing flap for similar treatment.

In late June, the extensively damaged left wing was
moved to the FPL ramp for reconstruction. Heavy damage to
the outer trailing edge in the area of the aileron and several
areas of damage to the leading edge are now being rebuilt. A
number of wing sections had been recovered from crash sites
with one fortunately matching the damaged trailing edge
section. This has now been grafted to the wing and, as well, the
leading edge repairs are nearing completion.

The work plan is to reskin remaining damaged areas
of the upper and lower surfaces, complete paint removal, and
paint those areas that must be completed before the wing is
mounted which is the objective for this fall. Work has also begun
on the even more extensively damaged right wing in another
member’s shop providing an available work site when weather
or unusual ramp activity rules out working at FPL.

We are indeed fortunate in the level of commitment
by all five of our team members with our “Technical Director”
Gord Nielson’s weekly trips from his summer location at
Cambridge Narrows being typical. Our target for final
completion of a “Museum Quality” TBM Air Tanker is still
2003 and with the dedication being shown we have a good
chance of “making it”.

When a prang seems inevitable, endeavour to strike the
softest, cheapest object in the vicinity, as slowly and gently
as possible.  * Advice given to RAF pilots during W.W.II.

Top: ACAM’s Avenger parked at FPL.
2nd From Top: Left wing with the damaged section removed
and the salvaged wing section is ready to be attached.
3rd From Top: Salvaged wing section installed. Clem
Crocker is working on the trailing edge.
Bottom: Structural repairs underway on the left wing.

Photos By: F. MacLoon
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Book Review
By: Rob MacIlreith

Title: Pioneers of Aviation
Author: Christopher Chant
ISBN: 1-84013-414-3
Cost: $14.99
Details: 110 pages, B&W Photos,
 Hard Cover.

Pioneers of Aviation is another in a long series of books
on the birth of aviation. Chant’s book is well written and well
researched but is typical of many English and American au-
thors and misses the work done by the AEA, here in Nova
Scotia. The author mentions the AEA briefly but makes no
mention of the Silver Dart at all. Sadly, a second major fault is
the reporting on the Vickers Vimy flight of Alcock and Brown
with no mention from where the flight departed. While these
are two big omissions, the majority of the material is well cov-
ered and the photos are clear and well reproduced. The text
content is fairly well written and easy to read. Other than the
omissions about many things Canadian in this era, the book is
a good reference on the early years of aviation.

***/5

Congratulations to our
friends at the Shearwater
Aviation Museum on the

opening of their new
Display Hangar!

ID Quiz
Last newsletters
quiz was correctly
identified as a
Fairey Albacore by
Mark Peapell. The
photo came from
Aircraft of World
War II: A Visual En-
cyclopedia.

This months quiz is
submitted to us by
R o b e r t
M a c D o r m a n d .
Thanks for the sub-
mission Robert. Re-
member you must
identify both the air-
craft type and manufacturer to get credit.

Aviation Funnies
Recieved from Barry Rodenhiser via e-mail

Bill and his wife Martha went to the state fair every
year and every year Bill would say, “Martha, I’d like to ride
in that airplane.” Martha always replied, “I know Bill, but
that airplane ride costs $10, and $10 is $10.”

One year Bill and Martha went to the fair and Bill
said, Martha, I’m 81 years old. If I don’t ride that airplane I
might never get another chance.” Martha replied, “Bill, that
airplane ride costs $10, and $10 is $10.”

The pilot overheard them and said, “Folks, I’ll make
you a deal. I’ll take you both up for a ride. If you can stay
quiet for the entire ride and not say one word, I won’t charge
you; but if you say one word it’s $10.” Bill and Martha
agreed and up they went.

The pilot did all kinds of twists and turns, rolls and
dives, but not a word was heard. He did all his tricks over
again, but still not a word.

When they landed, the pilot turned to Bill and said,
“By golly, I did everything I could think of to get you to yell
out, but you didn’t.” Bill replied, “Well, I was gonna say
something when Martha fell out, but $10 is $10.”

The following quote recieved from Hank Reid via E-mail
- The Cub is the safest airplane in the world; it can just
barely kill you.  Max Stanley, Northrop Test Pilot

-You’ve never been lost until you’ve been lost at Mach 3.
Paul F. Crickmore SR-71 Pilot.
Photo at Left recieved via e-mail from Kevin MacIlreith
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In the Air and on the Ground
In the Air and on the Ground is a new section that is being added to the newsletter when space and submissions are
available. While similar to the Seen in the Skies of Atlantic Canada portion of our website, In the Air and on the Ground
will showcase photos from across Canada.
Above: CF-18B (188907) in the new AETE corporate colours
landing at CFB Comox B.C. The photo was sent in by Todd
Pomerleau via E-mail.

Below: CL-415 (C-GOBF) is seen on the FPL Ramp in
Fredericton, N.B. during the busy summer forest fire season.
Photo sent in by Frank MacLoon.

Above: German Tornado (44+63) is taking off from Halifax
International Airport, returning to CFS Goose Bay. The air-
craft had a special stencil on the tail marking the end of their
course.

Below: Tanker 12 is loaded on a flat bed for shipment to the
“Naval Air Station Wildwood Aviation Museum” in Rio Grande,
New Jersey. Apparently the Avenger will be restored  to mili-
tary configuration. Photo sent by Frank MacLoon.

Guest Speakers
The Museum is looking for guest speakers to speak
to a small group of aviation enthusiasts at our bi-

monthly meetings. If you, or someone you know, is
interested please contact Mark Peapell.

acam@ednet.ns.ca

In Our Next Issue:
Museum Notes

NSIAS 2001 Review
FPL Operations

Note: Articles are subject to change depending on
availability and space.
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Dreams Take Flight
By: Rob MacIlreith

Every year in July, airplane enthusiasts in Atlantic
Canada are blessed, for a short time, with the sound of a pair
of Pratt & Whitney Wasp Jr. engines powering Air Canada’s
faithful Lockheed 10A (CF-TCC). Piloted this season by Cap-
tains Al McLeod and Ted Dodds, TCC spent July 20,21 and
22 here, in Halifax, promoting the Dreams Take Flight Pro-
gram. While in Halifax, the Lockheed 10A made 4 flights per
day over the 3 days, taking 9 passengers a trip for a 50 minute
tour around the city. It is a wonderful chance to experience the
early traveling environment that Trans Canada Airlines offered,
as well as, viewing the beautiful sites of our city. TCC is
hangered in Winnipeg each winter and is donated as a promo-
tional vehicle for the program by Air Canada.

Dreams Take Flight is a national program running in
8 centres across the country, in which underprivileged or physi-
cally and mentally challenged Canadian children are taken on
a one-day trip to Walt Disney’s Magic Kingdom in Florida. In
the Atlantic Region children are brought to Halifax from St.
John, Moncton, Fredericton, Charlottetown and St. John’s to
be flown to Florida. In each of the last 3 years, 120 children
have made the trip together with a number of volunteers and
guardians on an aircraft that Air Canada donates for the day.
The program provides the kids with a once in a lifetime oppor-
tunity to experience the Magic Kingdom. As an educator, that
has witnessed a student involved in the program it is a mag-
nificent chance for kids to really be kids.

For more information visit the organizations website at:
http://www.dreamstakeflight.ca

Below:CF-TCC being taxied in to the Air Canada Hangar
after another scenic flight around Halifax.   Right: Refuel-
ing for the next trip.

R. MacIlreith Photos.

Board of Directors Meeting
By: Frank MacLoon

A meeting of our Board was held on August 20th
beginning with a tour of the Museum. The meeting was well
attended including Trustees and members of the Executive.

President, Mark Peapell, presented a review of the
progress made in the development of the Museum this year. He
described work underway including facility and grounds im-
provements, display developments, collection management
records, and possible acquisitions.  Mark also noted ongoing
discussions to promote co-operation with the Halifax Airport
Authority and the Shearwater and Greenwood Museums along
with discussions with the NS Museum and proposals submit-
ted for support under the Strategic Development Initiatives.
Clearly, all of these initiatives have greatly improved the Mu-
seum and its potential for the future.

Treasurer, Gary McMahon, reported a significant im-
provement in the Museum finances with Gift Shop Manager
Dave McMahon reporting increased sales and profits resulting
from the very major improvements in the shop and increased
stock.  Revenue increases are critical to the Museum’s future
development and these results are certainly encouraging.

The Board passed a motion of great appreciation
recognizing the incredible progress made through the efforts
of the Executive and members.

After a review of items in progress from the last meet-
ing, there was a discussion of how we should best plan for the
future.  Mike Garvey has already prepared draft business and
marketing plans and these could provide a pattern for the Mu-
seum’s future development.  Along with these we need to be
developing plans for eventual new building space including
adequate archival and administrative facilities, and to update
our Constitution to properly reflect how we are structured and
need to be in the future.

None of this planning will be effective unless it can
be done with full participation and eventual commitment to

the results.
It was agreed to

develop “Task Forces”,
with members from
Board, Executive, and
Membership, to review
the work already under-
taken and to develop the
final results we need in
each area.  Hopefully,
much of this work can be
completed over the next
twelve months.
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Editor’s Note
From the Desk of Rob MacIlreith

As we reach the end of another season, I have reached
the lowest number of submissions since I have become editor.
In fact, at this time I have nothing left in the article stockpile.
Several of the Executive, including myself, have expressed an
interest in expanding the newsletter to a larger format. How-
ever, in order to expand the newsletter in a meanful manner, I
urge the membership to make an effort to submit an article for
publication. In speaking with several of you, I realize that many
members do not want to submit because they feel their writing
is not at a level with which they feel comfortable in presenting
in the newsletter. I can appreciate that, however, I will edit
stories for grammer and spelling and help with photos, etc. If
you are interested in writing, submissions can be made via the
mail address on the front of the newsletter or by e-mail to the
Museum E-mail address. I look forward to hearing from all of
you in the future.

Unfortunately, with an expanded issue comes increased
production costs. In order to overcome those costs, we will be
selling advertising space in the newsletter at the following costs:

President’s Message
From the Desk of Mark Peapell

As I write this message, we have had a very success-
ful season. We have been the beneficiary of great exposure and
improved public relations, new acquisitions and new members
getting involved, as well as, our regulars doing what they do
best. All in all, I feel we are improving and solidifying our
position as Atlantic Canada’s most comprehensive aviation
heritage facility.

One new business term used at the moment, is con-
vergence. The term means “To Bring Together”. I think this
term, nicely describes the Museum position at this time. A num-
ber of projects and events seem to be happening all at once. We
are seeing consistent results from the effort of our volunteers.

We have also had a number of high profile visitors, to
the Museum over the last month. They have all been suitably
impressed in what we are achieving. With a huge amount of
on-going activity, these are exciting times for the Museum and
our members.

We have a large number of projects, ranging from the
initial development stage to completed projects. All this hap-
pens simultaneously, by our volunteers, a huge achievement
for everyone involved in these projects. The staggering num-
ber of completed projects and ongoing projects was brought
home to me when I had an opportunity to present an update to
our Board of Directors at the recent meeting. I know that the
sheer number of items that have and will be achieved this year
alone impressed the Board.

As I mentioned in a previous message, I am concerned
about seeing our membership grow. I am pleased to say that we
are growing our ranks with keen, dedicated new volunteers who
are becoming involved with our Museum. To this end, the Ex-
ecutive has appointed Danny Price as our new Member Coor-
dinator, to help introduce new volunteers to the Museum. I think
Danny’s position is vital to create a new and enriching envi-
ronment for our volunteers, to promote and develop our Mu-
seum.

Other exciting news has to focus on our new acquisi-
tions. I am pleased to announce that we are in the process of
negotiating for a significant aircraft for our collection with an
interesting connection to the Silver Screen! I will obviously
keep the membership informed, as we progress along with it.

We are also about to start our long term planning de-
velopment for the Museum. This process will in the end, give
us a complete plan for the interpretation of our exhibits. We are
going to be working with a Museum consultant, who will also
showcase what he is doing with us to the CAPA  (Canadian
Aeronautical Preservation Association), which comprises of
all the Aviation Museums across Canada. It will provide us
with more favourable exposure.

In order to finance these endeavours, Ken Brown and
myself have been producing proposals, to obtain funding. This
in itself is a huge investment of time and effort. Hopefully we
will soon be able to announce that we are the successful recipi-
ents of these grants.

We are already planning for next year. A number of
events will require significant preparation in the off-season, in
order for these events to be as successful as possible. Watch
this space for more details.

As the opening season draws to a close, I think we
can declare this season a success. Sales in the gift shop and
admittance donations are all up! As ever, all credit for this con-
tinued success comes from our group of dedicated group of
key volunteers, who are fully committed to preserving and dis-
playing Atlantic Canada’s aviation heritage.

Paper Version:
Back Page $300.00
Full Page $200.00
1/2 Page $100.00
1/4 Page $50.00
1/8 Page $25.00
Business Card $10.00

Electronic Version:
Banner Links $75.00
Button Links $50.00
Text Links $25.00

If you wish to place an advertisement in the newsletter, you
can contact the editor by phone at (902) 860-0828 or by E-mail
at acam@ednet.ns.ca


