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This has been an eventful season at the 

Museum. Visitations have been satisfactory and 

the Gift Shop has experienced a very good 

season.  

 

We again thank Michael White for his taking 

on responsibility for the operation of the 

Museum during the month of September when 

summer staff are not available. 

 

We also thank Ron Cunningham and Don 

Hirtle for their support of Michael when large 

tour groups were involved.  

 

    MEMBERSHIP 

 

The Museum expresses its appreciation to all 

who have shown their support through the 

payment of membership fees and have in any 

way supported the development and operation 

of the Museum. 

 

We may have missed acknowledging some 

Membership payments and, if so, we apologize 

and will ensure that any missed 

acknowledgements will be resolved shortly. 

 

Many challenges face your Museum as we move 

ahead not the least of which is the possibility, 

which we hope will not develop, that the Visitor 

Information Center operated by the Halifax 

Regional Municipality may not be continued in 

2011.  This could be a result of budget 

difficulties as being experienced by many 

jurisdictions. 

 

To all who have supported the Museum in any 

way in 2010 we offer our sincere thanks and 

wish all our members and supporters a Merry 

Christmas and Happy New Year as we move 

into 2011. 

 

     ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 

ACAM’s annual general meeting was held on 

September 26
th
 followed by a BBQ. 

 

Items of concern were discussed and the 

following Board Members were elected. 

 

Mike Garvey   Charles Baxter 

Brian Chappell  Reg Clarke 

Jim Johnston   Dave Wilson  

Joe Macdonald QC  Michael White 

Gary McMahon  Ron Cunningham 

Jim McCombe  Wayne Cochrane 

Dave McMahon   

 

Chairman Mike Garvey informed the Board 

that he wished to step down after serving in this 

position since 2003.  
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     photo – Dave McMahon 

 

Chairman Mike Garvey addresses the meeting 

 

During his term of office Mike concentrated on 

the administrative side of the Museum with 

very considerable success.  He also managed to 

resolve a a number of concerns particularly as 

related to the Museum’s all important relations 

with the Halifax Regional Municipality and the 

Province of Nova Scotia. 

 

During his term Mike was able to promote 

resolution of serious problems of building 

condition which threatened the future of the 

Museum.  These required replacement of a 

major section of the roof and wall structure of 

one section of the former Provincial Tourist 

Information building.  Many other 

improvements were achieved including major 

upgrades to the water supply system. 

 

These required major actions on the part of the 

Province as building owners along with very 

considerable involvement of Museum members.   

 

The former Information building, a critical 

part of the Museum facility, houses the Silver 

Dart Gallery, the Gift Shop, archives, and 

administrative offices. 

 

Mike’s contributions to the advancement of the 

Museum are much appreciated as is his 

continued presence on the Board 

 

 
  photo – Dave McMahon 

 

Always cheerful Treasurer Gary 

      McMahon with his report  

 

            WEBPAGE PLUS!! 

 

We are sure that many of you have taken 

advantage of ACAM’s excellent Webpage  - 

http://atlanticcanadaaviationmuseum.com/ 

 - which is the responsibility of our Webmaster 

Michael White. 

 

Our Webpage has greatly benefited from the 

work of Brian Hicks of - Coronis Solutions.com 

– who has brought so much professional skill 

into our Webpage.  In July his work added a 

video coverage of the Museum which, I’m sure 

all will agree, is truly excellent and the equal of 

anything you will experience. 

 

Brian recently supplied Michael with a report 

on the website development which is 

reproduced as follows for your information: 

 

“The redesigned content managed website was 

launched mid January 2010. 
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There have been over 8500 visitors to the website  

with more than 21,000 page views of content.  An 

average day records between 47 and 90 unique 

visitors. 

 

The top four countries of visitor origins:  

55% Canada 

28% USA 

4% United Kingdom 

2% Germany 

 

The ACAM Facebook Page has 42 fans who like 

the page.  Be sure to add yourself if you use 

Facebook.   

  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Halifax-

NS/Atlantic-Canada-Aviation-

Museum/204182880880?ref=ts 

 

The ACAM Blog has had 1847 visits in 2010 

http://atlanticcanadaaviationmusuem.wordpress.

com 

 

The ACAM Flickr photo site has had 151 visits 

since July 2010 

 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/atlantic_canada_av

iation_museum/sets/72157624455578463/show/   

 

Your editor is of an age where he is just 

becoming familiar with having access to 

websites and all the advantage that brings.   

 

I must admit an almost total ignorance of 

things like “Facebooks”,  “Blogs”, and “Flickr 

photo sites” but, on receipt of this information, 

I took time to access the addresses and I was 

truly amazed to realize the steps forward 

ACAM has taken with the wonderful efforts of 

Brian Hicks and of Michael’s webpage.   

 

We have truly joined the modern world of 

communication and I strongly urge you to take 

advantage of what we have.  Click on the 

addresses and those like me who haven’t 

entered this age will be truly impressed. 

 

Our sincere thanks to both Brian and Michael 

whose wonderful efforts have brought our 

Museum truly into the modern era of 

communications.  

 

    WALLY DUMAS 

 

 
It is with great regret that we report the 

passing on September 28
th
, at Hawkesbury, 

Ontario, of Wally Dumas (Flt Lt Walter Dumas 

DFC). 

 

I write these words with more than a little 

sadness.  It was my very great privilege to have 

come to know this fine gentleman as a friend.      

 

I was fortunate to be able to visit him and his 

wife Sharon on several occasions at their 

beautiful rustic home on the lovely property he 

enjoyed so much near Truro NS.  

 

Wally served for many years as an ACAM  

Board Member and always held a strong 

commitment to its objectives.   

 

Many will remember a time when a heavy snow 

storm threatened the weakened roof – since 

rebuilt – of one section of the former 

Information Building. A call was put out for 

volunteers to come to the Museum to help clear 

the snow.  With this rather dangerous 

operation under way members were astounded 

to see this determined individual, then well into  

his upper 70’s, climbing up on the roof where 

he joined fully in the effort.    

 

Such was the nature of Wally Dumas 

 



 

Page 4 of 10 

4 

 
   photo – Frank MacLoon 

 

        Wally tries out an Avenger Cockpit. 

 

On one occasion Wally visited the ACAM 

Avenger crew at the Forest Protection Ltd Base 

in Fredericton. 

 

We took the opportunity to have him join us 

for lunch along with former Spitfire pilot 

Arthur Jewett.  It was a truly wonderful 

experience for all of us as these two veterans 

obviously enjoyed the opportunity to exchange  

recollections of their wartime servise. 

 

 
       photo - Frank MacLoon 

 

 Wally and Arthur Jewett exchange experiences 

 

In one of those interesting coincidences their 

operating bases were close by and it is entirely  

possible that Art’s Spitfires had escorted 

Wally’s Halifax III’s on mission’s! 

 

Following lunch – Art’s comments on Wally – 

“the first time I ever met a bomber pilot that I 

didn’t end up in an argument”. 

 

Wally on Art – “a typical fighter pilot – 

independent as Hell” 

 

Wally joined the RCAF in 1940 and was first 

assigned to the UK as a Wireless Air Gunner 

(WAG) but was returned to Canada where he 

undertook pilot training receiving his wings 

and Commission in December 1942. In England 

he undertook Operational training on 

Wellington Bombers and early model 

Halifaxes. 

 

Following training he was assigned to 434 

Bluenose squadron  - a squadron with strong 

Nova Scotia ties - flying his beloved Halifax Mk 

III’s.  He was always quick to defend this 

impressive aircraft in any discussion on relative 

merit as compared with Lancasters. 

 

Wally completed the mandatory 35 mission 

tour of duty but,  in another measure of the 

character of this man, he undertook, with his 

crew, additional missions in order to ensure 

that one member, whose tour was not yet 

completed,  would not be assigned to an 

inexperienced crew with a reduced chance of 

surviving his full tour.    

 

The recommendation for his DFC follows: 

 

Walter V Dumas has completed a tour of 

operations totaling 35 sorties eleven of which 

were attacks carried out against heavily defended 

German targets.  Throughout his tour Flt Lt 

Dumas has at all times displayed great keenness, 

determination, and devotion to duty.  On several 

occasions under harassing circumstances he has 

pressed home the attack with tenaciousness and 

unswerving determination. His skill, loyalty and 

gallantry has been an incentive and example to 

other members of his squadron. 

 

Following the war Wally pursued a successful 

career in the Quebec textile industry and 

finally relocated to Nova Scotia where he 

became Honorary Colonel of 434 Bluenose 
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Squadron - a squadron well represented in 

ACAM’s displays and Aircraft. 

 

Wally enjoyed life to the fullest as he continued  

as an active skier and golfer well into his 80’s. 

 

We are privileged to have been associated with 

such a gentleman. 

 

Wally is one of those we think of with so much 

respect and appreciation in this month of 

remembrance. 

 

 REST IN PEACE 

 

ACAM’S LOCKHEED HUDSON 

 

In the early days of ACAM efforts were made 

to retrieve whatever could be located of 

abandoned aircraft.  ACAM’s Hudson was an 

example of this. 

 

The fuselage of Hudson VI  FK 466 was 

salvaged from a Nova Scotia scrapyard.  The 

aircraft has a most interesting history and was 

seen as a long term restoration project for the 

Museum.   

 

ACAM member Dave Powell has been 

dedicated to this project for many years and 

was very much involved in its original recovery 

and in the acquisition of a number of 

components and information, including a 

complete wing, in the years since. 

 

He can indeed be proud of his contribution to 

saving a very historic and rare aircraft. 

 

Recognizing the extreme difficulty of accessing 

the remaining components, and the restoration 

process involved, ACAM has entered into an 

agreement with the RCAF Museum at Trenton 

which will retain the Museum’s interest in the 

aircraft and see it restored as only the second 

surviving Hudson in North America. 

 

Museum member Mark Peapell was entrusted 

with the arrangements and has prepared the 

following excellent article on the history of the 

Hudson, its association with ACAM,  and the 

subsequent arrangements with Trenton.  It is 

reproduced as a two part article in this and the 

following Newsletter:   

 

THE HUDSON SAGA – MARK PEAPELL     

 

  Part I 

 

It can be argued that one of the most significant 

aircraft of the Second World War is the 

Lockheed Hudson. Derived from Lockheed’s 

famous line of high speed twin-engined 

transports, the Hudson carved a significant 

place in history, with the RAF, RCAF, RAAAF, 

RNZAF, USAAC and the US Navy. 

 

Although later outclassed by larger bombers, 

the Hudson achieved some significant feats 

during the first half of the war. On 8 October 

1939, over Jutland, a Hudson became the first 

RAF aircraft to shoot down a German aircraft. 

(The accolade of the first British aircraft to 

shoot down a German plane went to the 

Blackburn Skua of the Fleet Air Arm on 26 

September 1939.) They operated as fighters 

during the Battle of Dunkirk.  

 

A PBO-1 Hudson of US Navy squadron VP-82 

became the first US aircraft to destroy a 

German submarine when it sank U-656 

southwest of Newfoundland on 1 March 1942. 

A Hudson of Royal Canadian Air Force 

Bomber Reconnaissance Squadron 113 became 

the first aircraft of RCAF's Eastern Air 

Command to sink a submarine, when Hudson 

625 sank U-754 on July 31, 1942.  

 

Hudson’s were operated by RAF Special Duties 

squadrons for clandestine operations; No. 161 

Squadron in Europe and No. 357 Squadron in 

Burma. They were used as patrol bombers in 

the Pacific war by the USN and also the 

RNZAF and RAAF. They also became the first 

plane to fire a shot in the Pacific Campaign by 

sinking a Japanese navy transport ship, the IJN 

Awajisan Maru, just off the coast of Kota 

Bharu, an hour before the attack on Pearl 

Harbour. 
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The Atlantic Canada Aviation Museum has in 

its collection one of the only two Hudson’s 

remaining in North America, out of a total of 8 

complete worldwide with 4 fuselage sections 

which includes FK466, with the majority being 

preserved in Australia and New Zealand. Of 

the eight worldwide only one is flyable in 

Australia.  

 

Hudson IIIA 

 

The only place in North America were you can 

see a complete example is in Gander 

Newfoundland, which is on outside display at 

the North Atlantic Aviation Museum. The 

ACAM Hudson is the only potential project in 

North America. There are also a couple of 

Lockheed L-18 Lodestars which originally 

started life as a Hudson, and were converted to 

a Lodestar after the war. One example is 

Lodestar N41CW which is being converted 

back to resemble a Hudson at Chino in 

California, for a customer in Australia. 

  

 

 
 

              The North American Survivor 

        Hudson   IIIA BW769   Gander Nfld 

 

Its history is as follows: 

Built as an A-29 for the USAAC, the aircraft 

was transferred to the RAF as BW769, but was 

retained in Canada. Post war it was sold to CP 

Airlines and flew as CF-CRJ. It was 

subsequently converted to an aerial survey 

aircraft operated by Kenting Aviation.  

 

In 1967 it was donated to the town of Gander 

and painted to represent the first Hudson 

T9422, the first Hudson to fly the Atlantic. It 

was mounted on a stone plinth. In 1990 it was 

taken down from the plinth and some 

restoration work was done, including a repaint 

to more accurate colours. It was then placed on 

display outside the North Atlantic Aviation 

Museum, alongside the Tran-Canada Highway 

at Gander. This is the only complete Hudson in 

North America. 

 

Hudson VI  

 

The A-28A was a contract designation given to 

450 Lockheed Hudson twin-engine attack 

aircraft intended for delivery to British 

Commonwealth countries under Lend-Lease 

agreements. An earlier Lend-Lease agreement 

for 52 A-28s was signed with Australia. The A-

28A (Mk.VI) was essentially an improved 

version of the A-28 (Mk.IVA). One significant 

difference between the A-28 and A-28A was the 

upgrade to the Pratt & Whitney 1830 radial 

engines -- a more powerful version with 1,200 

hp each at maximum takeoff power. 

 

Most A-28As were sent to Great Britain and 

served in the Royal Air Force in various 

missions. Some were sent to Canada and New 

Zealand as well. A few aircraft were retained 

by the U.S. Army Air Corps for use as staff 

transports. FK466 was part of this contract. 

 

The ACAM Hudson VI FK466 history is as 

follows: 

 

FK466 ,cn 42-47022 - was built in September 

1942 and it was one of the last batch of Lend –

Lease Hudsons.  It was assigned to the RCAF, 

(diverted from the RAF for use) at 31 OTU 

Debert, NS.  ASR(Air Sea Rescue) Conversion 

was done at 21 RD(Moncton) in 1944. It later 

served with No. 1 (Composite) Detachment 

later redesignated No. 1 (Composite) Squadron 

based in Torbay Newfoundland.  

 

No 1 (Comp) squadron was an air sea rescue, 

communications squadron, which used a 

number of aircraft including Norsemen, 

Harvard’s and Hudson’s. Some of the duties 

they performed were army co-operation flights 
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and gunnery target practice as well as air sea 

rescue. 

 

The ASR conversion equipped the aircraft with 

a Uffa Fox Mk 1 airborne lifeboat. These boats, 

which were mounted under the aircraft’s 

fuselage, were a 23.5’x5.5’ self righting 

mahogany boat and were equipped with two 

gas engines, one sail and emergency rations. An 

improved radar system was also added. 

 

This system was first utilized by the RCAF in 

July 1945, when a boat was dropped to a B-24 

Liberator crew that had ditched in the Atlantic.  

On July 6
th
, Liberator 595 of 10BR had been 

involved in the search for Ferry Command 

Liberator JT982 which had been en-route to 

RAF Northolt from Dorval with 15 crew and 

VIPs, including some women passengers. The 

Liberator had ditched due to the elevator 

becoming jammed.  

 

The pilot F/O Francis.D.Gillis (28 from Sydney 

NS) successfully ditched the aircraft which, in 

the Liberator was an achievement; however he 

paid the ultimate sacrifice and was lost in the 

crash. The remaining crew was picked up by an 

RAF Canso, the remaining six crewmen all 

surviving.  

 

The rescue of the men marked the first 

successful operational dropping of an air-sea 

rescue lifeboat in North American Atlantic 

waters. No survivors were ever found from the 

crash of the Ferry Command Liberator JT982 

which 595 had been searching for. It is unclear 

at this point which Hudson of 1(Comm) flight 

actually dropped the lifeboat to the Liberator 

crew of 595. It would be nice to solve this 

mystery. 

   

------------ 

 

Part II of Mark Peapell’s excellent feature on 

ACAM’s Hudson will appear in the next 

Newsletter.    

 

   GOLDEN HAWK PLAQUE REVISION 

 

ACAM has been fortunate in having on display 

the plaque honoring the Golden Hawks which 

had for many years been on display at the 

former CFB Chatham.   

 

ACAM’s Board Member and former Golden 

Hawk pilot Jim McCombe has been concerned 

with the omission from the plaque, for some 

unknown reason, of the name of F/O J A (Jim) 

Holt as a member of the 1959 team. 

 

This omission was finally resolved with the 

addition this summer of Jim Holt’s name to the 

plaque. 

 

 

 
           photo – John Christie 

 

           Don Hirtle modifying the plaque 

 

The letters for the plaque were very effectively 

cast by John Christie with the use of dental 

plaster.   The results are excellent. 
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      photo-Colin Wilmshurst 

 

                  An Omission Corrected 

 

The addition was recognized at one of ACAM’s   

Saturday BBQ,s 

  

 
           photo – John Christie 

 

        Don Hirtle, Gene Hamilton, Bruce Paul           

         and Jim McCombe 

 

At the same time Museum member and noted 

aviation artist Paul Tuttle presented Jim with 

his completed painting of a Golden Hawk 

formation which Jim had commissioned.  

 

 
   photo – John Christie 

 

           Jim McCombe and Paul Tuttle 

 

It is reported that Jim asked Paul to change the 

tail number of one of the Sabres as it was from 

one he disliked flying!! 

 

As many may know Jim is currently fighting a 

very difficult and concerning health problem 

and we all wish him well and a complete 

recovery. 

 

  DISPLAYING THE PIPER TOMAHAWK 

 

Museum members have successfully completed 

the difficult project of mounting the Piper 

Tomahawk in a final display position. 

 

This aircraft was obtained from the Moncton 

Community College Aircraft Maintenance 

School with missing components supplied by 

the Moncton Flight College. 

 

These aircraft were purpose built trainers  

acquired by the flight college in the 1970’s and 

phased out of use some years ago. It provides a 

nice comparison of aircraft designs when 

compared to the Museum’s Ercoupe, and was 

restored by the Museum’s “Fredericton Wing”. 

It was delivered to the Museum in 2009. 

 

With space in the Museum at a premium it was 

decided to mount the aircraft in an elevated 

position – a method that had been employed 

with success with the Ercoupe. 
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This very difficult effort was carried out under 

the direction of Don Hirtle who designed  the 

mounting system and fabricated the members 

of the structure. 

 

Gene Hamilton did the welding and the project 

was assisted by museum members including  

Steve Cochrane, Colin Wilmshurst, John 

Christie, Michael White, and Bruce Paul. 

 

 
           photo – John Christie 

 

On the Lifting Device - Ready for the next step    

 

 
                                  photo- Colin Wilmshurst 

 

The Moncton Flight College identification well 

reproduced by Debbie Bates with another fine 

painting job by Gerry Wilcox 

 

        
              photo-John Christie 

 

Mounting under way – Colin, Don and Michael 

 
   photo – Colin Wilmshurst 

 

         Don and Steve securing the front wheel 

 
 

   photo – John Christie 

 

   Colin secures the propeller 
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               photo – Colin Wilmshurst 

 

      The 3” steel angle structure and castors  

 

 
                                         photo – Gene Hamilton 

 

      The Tomahawk successfully “Airborne”  

 

 THE NEXT NEWSLETTER 

 

The next newsletter will include: 

 

Part II of Mark Peapell’s feature of the history 

of the Lockheed Hudson, of ACAM’s much 

prized ezample, and its future restoration at the 

RCAF Memorial Museum. 

 

`   AND 

 

An exceptional group of photos of the 2010 

Nova Scotia International Airshow taken by  

Museum Board Member, and Gift Shop 

Manager, Dave MacMahon. 

 

Dave is involved professionally in the 

photographic business and his work is always 

so very impressive. 

 

The photos are of the highest quality and will 

be much enjoyed and equal to anything on 

airshow photography that one will find on the 

internet. 

 

Our thanks go to Dave, and indeed to the other 

members of the Museum, that provide the 

photos that make the Newsletter successful.  

 

MUSEUM  MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

 

Name: _____________________________ 

Address: ___________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Phone #:____________________________ 

Membership Number: ________________ 

Email:____________________ 

 

Single $25.00      Family $30.00 

 

Museum email addresses 

 

Webmaster – Michael White 

Mga1937@hotmail.com 

 

Newsletter – Frank MacLoon 

fmacloon@nb.sympatico.ca 
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Do you prefer to receive your Newsletter as: 

 

Email attachment  (  ) or 

Canada Post (  )  

 

Atlantic Canada Aviation Museum 

Robert Stanfield International Airport 

P.O. Box 44006 

1658 Bedford Highway 

Bedford, N.S. 
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