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For a number of years ACAM has been 
fortunate in having an exceptionally 
complete Newsletter.  Unfortunately, Rob 
MacIlreith, who was responsible for the 
Newsletter, after a number of years of 
dedicated service to the Museum, has left 
us.  This current, and subsequent 
Newsletters will be produced in a much 
smaller format that we hope will still 
serve to keep our members and 
supporters fully informed on the 
activities of your Museum. 
 
We plan on including in the Newsletter 
comments outlining significant issues 
facing the Museum and how they are 
being resolved.  Comments from our Gift 
Shop Manager will also be included, 
along with progress reports on on-going 
Museum projects being carried out by 
Museum volunteers. 
 
We also plan to include interesting 
articles of aviation interest in this region 
as they become available along with 
reports on experiences of Museum 
members. 
 
We will be encouraging as many 
members and supporters as possible to 
receive their now much shorter 
Newsletters as email attachments, but 
copies will continue to be sent by 
Canada Post as before, unless members 
indicate that email attachments are 
acceptable.  This would reduce the 
workload for those handling the 
Newsletters, along with related mailing 
costs. 
 
Chairman’s Comments 
 

This year, and particularly this summer 
season has been a particularly 
challenging but over all, highly 
successful, experience.   The 
construction of a peaked roof over the 
eternally leaking flat roof has finally been 
completed after several years of 
discussion with the Province.  

 
 
In addition, a new and modern water 
treatment system has eased our 
workload and greatly improved the 
reliability of our water supply. 
 

 
 
The triennial NSM audit appears to have 
been highly successful although the 
results have not yet been announced.  
With the cooperation of the Halifax 
Regional Municipality (HRM) an internet 
and WFI service has been introduced.  
 
After discussion with HRM, a more 
integrated relationship has been 
established for staffing the Visitor 
Information Centre (VIC), thus reducing 
HRM expense.  With excellent 
cooperation and good will, the process 
was a complete success.  The VIC is 
essential to our operation and I believe 
that we are solidly established with the 
HRM authorities. 
 
We regret the resignation of Rob 
MacIlreith who has done a tremendous 
amount for ACAM, both in producing 
exhibits and infrastructure and in his 
management role as President for many 
years.  We wish him good luck in his 



 

December 2008 Newsletter 

 

Page2 

future endeavors and would be pleased 
to welcome him back if the time comes. 
The centennial year of 2009 is shaping up 
to be a banner year for ACAM.  As a 
founding member of the Nova Scotia 
Aviation Heritage Association, we are 
positioning ourselves to gather the 
maximum amount of publicity and good 
will possible for the museum and 
particularly for the Silver Dart exhibit. 
 
Unfortunately as is common in museums 
everywhere, the number of volunteer 
workers has been diminishing.  We 
would encourage anyone who would like 
to practice their skills and enjoy the 
comradeship of working in our well 
equipped workshop, library or 
Boardroom to drop out any Saturday for 
coffee and a chat. 
 
We would like to sincerely thank Frank 
MacLoon for volunteering to accept the 
task of producing the newsletters.  As 
well, we thank several others who are 
supporting him with articles and material.  
The newsletters are an important factor 
in maintaining the cohesion of the 
membership, and his and their efforts are 
appreciated. 
 
We also thank Michael White for taking 
on the role of Webmaster which will 
require a great deal of effort to ensure 
that this vital communication medium for 
our Museum continues effectively. 
 
As Chairman, I wish all members a 
pleasant winter and particularly a joyful 
holiday season.  We welcome all those 
who drop in on Saturdays and look 
forward to seeing others during next 
summer’s activities. 
 
Michael Garvey 
Chairman 
 
 
Gift Shop Comments 
 
The Museum has been very fortunate in 
having Dave McMahon as Gift Shop 
Manager for some 21 years.  During that 

time the Gift Shop has developed into a 
vital part of the Museum experience and 
supplies a very significant revenue 
source. 
 
Dave’s comments – “We carry a wide 
range of aviation souvenirs including T-
shirts, books, plastic models, toys, etc.  
Until last year we carried a range of Nova 
Scotia tourist items, but I have decided to 
try just having aviation items.  The Gift 
Shop is a good fundraiser for the 
Museum and I urge members to shop at 
ACAM on a regular basis.  I am always 
looking for new items to carry at the 
shop, so if in your travels you see any 
interesting items, please let me know.” 
 
Summer Operation 
 
Our Museum visitations this summer 
continued at a satisfactory level and we 
extend our appreciation to our summer 
student employees Ashlee Rushton, 
Adrienne Mirabeli, and Aaron D’Souza for 
their excellent efforts. 
 
We also thank Michael White for again 
making it possible for the Museum to 
open early in May and to continue 
operations through to the end of 
September.  Michael also conducts 
special tours through pre-arrangements 
– a nice feature of our operation. 
 
Ordinal Award 
 
The Doug Ordinal Award is presented 
each year at the Annual General Meeting 
to a member who has rendered 
exceptional service to the Museum. 
 
This year it was awarded to Barry 
Rodenhiser, a long time Museum 
member and volunteer.  The Citation 
reads: “In recognition of his dedicated 
service to the Museum and his tireless 
efforts in maintaining and improving the 
Museum buildings.”  Thanks Barry from 
all of us. 
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Barry and Chairman Mike 
Website and Museum e-mail 
 
Our new webpage address is 
www.atlanticcanadaaviation.com and the 
Museum’s email address is 
info@atlanticcanadaaviation.com   
The webmaster’s email is 
mga1937@hotmail.com and the 
newsletter address is 
fmacloon@nb.sympatico.ca 
 
Many changes have to be made to the 
webpage to bring it up to date and these 
are being carried out by Michael as time 
permits. 
 
Progress Reports 
 
Remote Controlled Model – Don Hirtle is 
developing a “hands on” controlled 
aircraft model display in a very nicely 
constructed cabinet.  This will serve an 
important educational and entertainment 
function as the model will be controlled 
externally. 
 
Gypsy Major Engine – our example of 
this famous engine is being restored by 
Gene Hamilton and will form a great 
addition to the Museum’s excellent 
engine collection.  It has been completely 
dismantled and is being cleaned prior to 
reassembly.  These engines were best 
known as the powerplants of the Tiger 
Moths so extensively used in the British 
Commonwealth Air Training Plan of 
WWII. 
 
Missing for our restoration is a suitable 
carburetor.  We would welcome 
information on where one might be 
acquired. 
 
Cessna L-19 – The continued Restoration 
of this aircraft, so many of which served 
with the Canadian Army and Continue to 
serve the Air Cadet movement today, has 
been undertaken by Colin Wilmshurst.   It 
will be a fine addition to the Museum’s 
always expanding collection.  
 

Piper PA-38 Tomahawk – This aircraft, 
which served for many years as a trainer 
with the now Moncton Flight College, has 
been under restoration with the 
Museum’s  
“Fredericton Wing” by Bill Leeming and 
Don Henry.  The fuselage is largely 
completed and has been painted and 
lettered by our good friends Jerry Wilcox 
and Debbie Bates, who contributed so 
much to the TBM Avenger project.  The 
wings are scheduled for completion in 
the spring and we are hopeful the aircraft 
will be delivered to the Museum next 
summer. 
  

 
 
Silver Dart Gallery Entry Ramp Displays – 
Barry Rodenhiser is continuing with 
construction of the walls on each side of 
the ramp which will incorporate a series 
of small display cabinets. 
 
The Year of Aviation in Nova Scotia – The 
Museum will, of course, be taking a part 
in the events of 2009 honoring the flight 
of the Silver Dart in 1909.  A very 
accurate and impressive replica of this 
aircraft is a feature of the Museum. 
 
Jim McCombe has taken charge of our 
events for this significant anniversary. 
 
Member Experiences 
 
In April of this year Bill Leeming and his 
wife Shirley made a trip to the USA 
including a visit to Washington, DC.  
Inevitably it included visits to Aviation 
Museums which, as most of us would 
have experienced, are often of somewhat 
less interest to the wife than to the 
aviation indoctrinated husband.  Here is 
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his interesting account of a visit to the 
National Air & Space Museum – the 
Steven Udvar-Hazy Center – that so many 
of us would have enjoyed. 
 
“After 2 ½ days of driving down 
Interstate 95 – then 84 through Hartford 
and Pennsylvania – then down 81 to 66, 
we arrived at the Udvar-Hazy Center in 
Chantilly, Virginia. 
Found out that admission is free – just 
$12.00 to park the car. 
 
When you walk in the front entrance the 
first plane you see is a Pitts Special S1C 
hanging upside down from the ceiling – 
the next thing you see is the SR-71.  The 
museum is quite dark and the SR-71 
seems to absorb the light so I couldn’t 
get a good picture of it. 
 
Straight across the hangar is the space 
shuttle Enterprise in a separate room 
(James McDonnell space hangar) with a 
big collection of rockets and satellites. 
 
There are some great elevated walkways 
throughout the museum but it is so big 
you can’t see the Concorde until you get 
up to it – the hangar is 100 ft. high, 800 ft. 
long, and over 200 ft. wide.  The B-29 
Enola Gay and the Boeing 367-80 fit 
inside easily. 
 
I only wish I had more time to get into the 
observation tower or the IMAX Theatre.  It 
had a great Gift Shop and Shirley just 
waited in the onsite McDonald’s 
restaurant though she said she was quite 
impressed with the Museum after a walk 
through. 
 
There are more than 150 aircraft on 
display with dozens of them hanging 
from the ceiling.  I would certainly go 
back again.” 
 

 
NASM Entry 
 

 
Loon Missile (look like a V-1 ??) 
 

 
General View  (apologies for the lighting) 
 
Thanks Bill and if any of our other 
members or supporters have items that 
they could contribute to the Newsletter, 
any offering would be very much 
appreciated. 
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Membership Dues 
 
At this time of the year we put out our 
first reminder of annual membership 
dues.  As a Museum without major 
revenue sources, your payments are 
significant to us and your personal 
payment is also encouraging to those 
closest to the Museum operation as an 
indication of your continued interest and 
support. 
 
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------- 
 
MUSEUM RENEWAL 
 
Name:  
________________________________ 
Address:  
______________________________ 
___________________________________ 

 
 
Phone #: 
_______________________________ 
Membership Number: 
___________________ 
 
Email:  
________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
Atlantic Canada Aviation Museum 
Halifax, International Airport 
P. O.  Box 44006 
1658 Bedford Highway 
Bedford, NS 
B4A 3K5 
 
Single $25.00, Family $30.00 
 
Do you prefer to receive your Newsletter 
as: email attachment (   )   
OR Canada Post  (   ) 
 
------------------------------------------------------- 
 


