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DEDICATED TO THE PRESERVATION OF THE AVIATION HERITAGE OF ATLANTIC CANADA

The Atlantic Canada Aviation Museum
Halifax International Airport

P.O. Box 44006
1658 Bedford Highway

Bedford, N.S.
B4A 3X5

Website: http://acam.ednet.ns.ca
E-Mail: acam@ednet.ns.ca

Upcoming Meeting Date:
The next General Meeting will be at ACAM
on Wed. May 26th, with doors opening at
6:00 and the meeting will begin at 6:30.
We will be having a BBQ and showing the
DVD of “British Airshows 2003” as the
entertainment. The night will be a relaxed
affair with the opportunity for the member-
ship to look around and chat informally.
See page 3 for further details.
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Top Left: New panels being constructed and
prepped for installation.  Top Right: The Bell
206 has been moved closer to the CF-104 in
order to get the required walkway between the
Bell 206 and the Bell 47.
Above Left: Don Hirtle primes the tail of the
Canso. Above Right: the Bell 47 restoration
continues to progress towards completion.
Left: Clecos in place on the tail cone of the
Canso just before riveting begins.

(Rob MacIlreith, Photos)
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Museum Notes
Facility

As we moved closer to our opening
date, our members began to clean the fa-
cility in preparation for the arrival of the
public. Many jobs had to be accomplished
before the facility was fully ready. Some
of the major jobs included: finding homes
for the parts to the new T-33, completing
the painting of the Canso tail assembly
and raising it up in place, removing the
staging around the Canso, storing the T-
33 wing, adjusting the location of the Bell
47 and Jet Ranger to allow the required
walkway, turning on the water and many
other jobs. (As this portion of text was
being finalized not all of these jobs were
complete.) These are just some of many
planned moves and adjustments within
the facility in preparation for the
Avenger’s arrival at the Museum. In fact,
since October, 2003 all of the major work
that has been done at the facility has been
in preperation for the Avenger’s arrival.
Our  goal has been to make sure that the
facility is ready for the aircraft and that
the required space is available.

The light standards that were de-
stroyed in Hurricane Juan have been re-
placed by Banfield Electric. Two new
poles were installed with new fixtures.
(Photos were not available at deadline.)
In addition to the lighting, half of the roof
on the Silver Dart building will be re-
placed. This work is set to begin some-
time in May. During the roof replacement,
the Information sign will be removed from
the roof. However, the new letters for
Aviation Museum will not be added at this
time due to a lack of funding for this par-
ticular project. Hopefully we will be able
to find funding for new signage this year.

We were very fortunate with the slow
melt this spring to not run into any major
problems with the flat roof on the Infor-
mation Centre building.

Above: The Jet Ranger has been shifted closer to the CF-104 Starfighter to give the
required six foot walkway between the Ranger and Jet Ranger helicopters.  There
was a significant amount of unused space between the Jet Ranger and Starfighter.
The move was successfully made in late April.

Not Exactly a “Stock” Bird!
Received via E-mail from Danny Price
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Bell 47 J-2
Dave Powell continues to plug away

on the Bell 47 restoration. Dave has been
working in the cold this winter in the Sil-
ver Dart building after the Bell 47 was re-
located to its current location in the fall in
preparation for the T-33 arrival in Octo-
ber.

At this time, Dave is assembling the
fuel tanks and adding some new engine
parts that he has fabricated to the engine
(right). Dave hopes to install the floats
on the helicopter this year, therefore, a
small team of members juggled the Bell 47
and the Bell 206 in late April to make sure
that the required walkway would be
present between the two aircraft.

Our May General Meeting will be
held at ACAM on Wednesday May 26th.
Doors open at 6:00pm (please note the
time change) with things getting under-
way formally around 6:30pm. We have
planned a barbeque and movie night at
the Museum, hotdogs and soft drinks will
be on the menu with some other goodies.
For entertainment we will be showing a
DVD of “British Airshows 2003” using a
projector. There will be no business meet-
ing during the evening, it is our hope that
the membership will come out and have a
look around the Museum to see what we
have accomplished since the AGM in the
fall.  The change of time is for this meet-
ing only because of the barbeque. Danny
Price and Ron Cunningham

 have volunteered to cook for the evening
and Gary McMahon will be stocking the
kitchen. Dave McMahon has volunteered
the use of his barbeque and Mark Peapell
is supplying the movie. The change of
date and entertainment choice was the
number one suggestion on our recent
membership survey. If you haven’t sent
yours in, it’s not too late to have your
opinion heard. It should be an enjoyable
evening and we hope to see many of you
there!

Thanks to Mark Peapell for organiz-
ing our tour of the Shearwater Aviation
Museum in March and to Col. Cable (Ret.)
for being our guest speaker and provid-
ing an in-depth history lesson on CFB
Shearwater.

General Meeting Info

Top: Close up of the engine compartment.
Above Right: Fuel tank installation is
progressing.
Above: The bubble of the Bell 47.
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Canso Restoration
With the opening deadline quickly

approaching, work on the Canso has been
the number one focus of most of our vol-
unteers on Saturdays. In the last month,
we did encounter some unexpected prob-
lems that required two new fairings to be
built and the lack of cooperation with the
weather pushed painting back as well.
The new fairings were riveted to the
Canso before the tail assembly was put
in place.  On April 24th, we completed prim-
ing the tail of the Canso with zinc chro-
mate and a nice Glidden white paint was
applied the following Saturday, May 1st.

With painting being completed, we
are in a position to raise the tail section in
the air (minus the elevators and wing tips)
and attach the tail assembly to the Canso
itself, planned for 1 week after this was
written. With the tail assembly in place
we will be able to remove the scaffolding
from the tail of the Canso, the rest of the
work will be completed from the large step-
ladder and the air-stairs.  The removal of
the scaffolding from the tail of the Canso
will allow us to store the T-33 wing under
the Canso hull until space becomes avail-
able for T-bird to be assembled in a new
building. Proper storage of the wing has
been a paramount concern so that it is in
a protected location from the public be-
fore opening.

In addition to the work on the tail,
several members have been completing
the riveting of several patches in the hull
of the old girl. It would have been much
more difficult to patch the hull with the T-
33 wing stored under the aircraft. Our crew
has been working hard to make sure that
we are doing things in a reasonable order
to cut done on the workload in the long
run. On a few Saturdays there were two
teams riveting at the same time, which
caused some comments like, “Can you
imagine the noise with a bunch of Rosie’s
working in the factory?” Members of our
team completed some of the window pan-
els and hatches with some repairs and
riveting as well. The nose hatch was a
tricky job as it sprung when it was

taken apart, however, Gene quickly fixed
that problem with some clamps and con-
tinued on with repairs.

As a personal side note, it has really
given me a great sense of pride to see
how our Saturday guys have been work-
ing as a team accomplishing a lot in a
short period of time. While we are a small
group, on average 4-6 people, we have

done very well in my opinion. I often won-
der how much more we could accomplish
with some extra funding and five or six
more volunteers. To all of the people that
have scraped paint, bashed a rivet, fabri-
cated a part, performed research and
cleaned up over the last six months on
this project, Great Job!

Above Left: preparing to rivet the tail cone on the Canso. Right: the completed job.

Above: Gust lock plate and trim tab rods and fairings installed on the rudder.

Above Left: Keel work. Above Right: One of the windows receiving work.
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Top Left: Don Hirtle applies zinc chro-
mate to the top side of the the horizontal
stablizer.
Middle: Riveting on the bottom of the
Canso and several patches has been com-
pleted. In addition, work has been done
on several window frames and hatches.
Top Right: New fairing panels had to be
made and riveted onto the tail to repair
damage that was inflicted during the
aircraft’s recovery. These panels were
riveted in place on May 1st.
Left: The tail assembly had 2 coats of
white paint applied on May 1st and looks
pretty good. The red stripes on the tail
will be applied on the aircraft in order to
make sure that they line up with the rud-
der.  On May 8th the crew intends to raise
the tail section up onto the Canso and
install it.
Above: The bottom of the tail assembly of
the Canso.
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Service Learning Project
Our Student Service-Learning map

diorama project in conjunction with Leslie
Thomas Junior High School is progress-
ing well. At the time of writing the stu-
dents had just displayed the project dur-
ing their Student Showcase evening for
parents. The comments and reviews were
very favorable. I’ll just change hats here
for a minute from Museum Volunteer to
School Teacher… the parents whom I
spoke with were impressed with the cali-
ber and quality of the work that the kids
have performed to date. Many of the par-
ents believe that the students are making
a positive contribution to the community
through this project and that it was pro-
viding the Museum with some good PR.

Since our last report the students
have completed the following jobs: all the
Durabond 90 has been applied and
sanded and shaped accordingly. Next, two
coats of primer were applied to seal the
Durabond 90. The holes for lights were
cleaned out, where required, and a test fit
of the lighting was made. The overhead
of the contour map was re-projected on
the foam core to position the roads, land-
marks, runway and airfield perimeter. Next
the map was painted with a backing color
of tole-paint (brown, green or black, de-
pending on location). From there the stu-
dents masked off the land as required and
began applying a coat of scenic glue and
railroad turf to the desired area. With al-
most ¾ of the turf completed, the stu-
dents switched gears to trees and houses
so that their would be some extra details
in place on some of the map for the stu-
dent showcase on April 28th. Lastly, we
put a rush on to have the lighting in place
before the showcase, although it was
only roughed in, it was at least functional
for that evening. The parents were very
impressed with that.

At the time of writing we will next be
moving back to completing the turf of the

map and then working at completing the
bushes, trees and houses for the map.
Lastly, we will be installing a couple of D-
Sub connectors for the switchboard to
ease transportation and cleaning up our
wiring installation. Our Museum members
will have to build a stand and a switch-
board to mount the electrical switches in.
Unfortunately, the students were unable
to build the stand at school this year due
to a lack of access to the wood lab be-
cause of a scheduling conflict. Frank
MacLoon will be getting the required
plaques made for the exhibit to recognize
the students who built the

project and the three organizations that
provided the funding for the project. If all
goes according to plan, we can look for-
ward to delivery of the Halifax Municipal
Airport Diorama to ACAM in early to mid-
June and hopefully have the project on
exhibit before mid-July once a suitable
stand has been constructed and painted.
Lastly, I have a correction to be made to
my last report on this project. I made a
typo that was missed in editing on the
funding. This project has received a total
of $1250.00 (from HIAA, Halifax Local
NSTU and Clearwater) and not $1200.00
as was reported last month.

The Service learning group at Leslie Thomas Junior High.  Back Row (L-R): Ross
K, Matt P., Jenny P., Sarah J., Jon C. Front Row: Brandon B., Mark H. and Justin R.

[1] [2]
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HIAA Observation Deck
Display

Congratulations to the Halifax Inter-
national Airport Authority on the comple-
tion of their new Observation Deck ex-
hibit. ACAM was able to help the Airport
Authority out with some information and
photos that were used in the exhibit.

Top Photos: The left side panels leav-
ing the elevators covers the Old Halifax
Municipal Airport, Donald Saunders and
Civilian service at RCAF Dartmouth /
HMCS Shearwater.

Bottom Photos: The right side pan-
els cover Halifax International Airport,
Orville Pulsifer and September 11th. The
panels on each side feature aircraft inte-
rior photos from the time period covered
and any photographs and text is printed
on a plexi-glass panel that has been sus-
pended in front of the seating pictures.

[3]

[4] [5]

[6] [7]

[8]

[1] Jenny, Justin and Jon finish smooth-
ing some turf out after applying it to the
map.
[2] Ross sprays glue on the freshly ap-
plied turf.
[3] Spread turf and masking on the con-
tour map diorama.

[4 and 5] After a few minutes, while the
glue is still tacky, the masking is re-
moved from the board revealing a new
section of map covered in a different color
turf.  We have tried to use some varying
colors in the turf to match the photos of
the area in 1937.

[6,7 and 8] Students add some “trees” to
the turf while consulting photos of the
area to make sure that the trees are
placed in similar locations and so they
are not placed where any buildings may
have to go in the future.  Jenny is using a
paint brush to sprinkle the trees in glue.
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News Shorts
Expanded Airline Service for Halifax International

American Eagle to Add Service Between
New York–JFK and Halifax

 American Eagle has announced that
beginning June 10, the carrier will start
new service between New York’s JFK In-
ternational Airport and Halifax Interna-
tional Airport. The carrier will operate
three flights each day with the carrier’s
popular, state-of-the-art 37-seat Embraer
ERJ-135 regional jets. “Adding new ser-
vice to Halifax, a popular tourist destina-
tion, will continue to expand American’s
presence and network along the North-
ern East Coast, allowing customers a
wider ranges of choices and flexibility in
flying with us,” said American Eagle Presi-
dent Peter M. Bowler. “We’re confident
our new service will be well-received by
both the local community and those trav-
eling to Halifax.”

“The addition of daily flights on
American Eagle from Halifax to JFK is
good news for air travelers,” said Reg
Milley, President & CEO of Halifax Inter-
national Airport Authority. “It provides
direct access to a key U.S. market and
one-stop service to destinations such as
Los Angeles, London, Paris, Tokyo, the
Bahamas and Caribbean, further strength-
ening the case for U.S. customs pre-clear-
ance at Halifax.”

As measured by the number of
passengers carried each year, American
Eagle is the largest U.S. regional airline,
operating over 1,400 daily flights to more
than 130 cities throughout the United
States, Canada, the Bahamas, Mexico and
the Caribbean. American Airlines is the
world’s largest carrier. American, Ameri-
can Eagle and the AmericanConnection
regional carriers serve more than 250 cit-
ies in over 40 countries with almost 4,200
daily flights. The combined network fleet

numbers more than 1,000 aircraft.
American’s award-winning Web site,
AA.com, provides users with easy access
to check and book fares, plus personal-
ized news, information and travel offers.
American Airlines is a founding member
of the oneworld Alliance.

Halifax International Airport Lands
Year-Round Service to Detroit

Northwest Airlines will double its
summer service between Halifax and De-
troit and then begin year-round service
on that route in the fall.

Effective June 14, Northwest will re-
sume its seasonal service between Halifax
and its WorldGateway hub at Detroit with
two daily jet flights through October 30.
On October 31, Northwest will begin year-
round service with one daily flight. Last
year, Northwest served Halifax with one
daily flight during the summer season
only. The flights are timed to connect to
Northwest’s daily service between Detroit
and Japan, and they will provide one-stop
connections to numerous Asian and Eu-
ropean destinations.

“We are very pleased to welcome
back Northwest Airlines to our commu-
nity,” says Reg Milley, President & CEO
for Halifax International Airport Author-
ity. “This is great news for air travelers,
and the Atlantic Canadian economy as a
whole. The return of daily service to De-
troit will provide travelers with more op-
tions, more choice, and direct access to
another key U.S. destination and airline
hub.”

Northwest Airlink partner Pinnacle
Airlines Corp. will operate the route, uti-
lizing 44- or 50-passenger Canadair Re-
gional Jets (CRJ). CRJ features a spacious

cabin with comfortable two-by-two
leather seating and other cabin amenities
similar to larger jets, such as overhead
bins, a galley, lavatory, and an efficient
climate control system to ensure passen-
ger comfort.
“We are pleased to offer year-round ser-
vice to Halifax,” said Tom Bach, North-
west Airlines’ vice president of market
planning and Airlink. “Our expanded
schedule will provide additional options
for visitors to experience Nova Scotia. At
the same time, local travelers will be able
to reach hundreds of destinations across
the United States and Asia, with shorter
connection times, through our convenient
and award-winning terminal at Detroit.”
Northwest Airlines is the world’s fourth
largest airline with hubs at Detroit, Min-
neapolis/St. Paul, Memphis, Tokyo and
Amsterdam and more than 1,500 daily de-
partures. With its travel partners, North-
west serves nearly 750 cities in almost
120 countries on six continents.
Halifax International Airport is Atlantic
Canada’s principal full-service airport pro-
viding passengers and cargo clients with
direct and indirect access across the coun-
try and to strategic locations in the United
States and Europe. The Airport welcomes
almost three million passengers per year,
making it Canada’s seventh busiest air-
port.

More In-flight Announcements
Heard on Southwest Airlines just after a
very hard landing in Salt
Lake City: The Flight Attendant came
on the intercom and said, “That  was
quite a bump, and I know what y’all are
thinking. I’m here to tell you it wasn’t
the  Airline’s fault, it wasn’t the Pilot’s
fault, it wasn’t the Flight Attendant’s
fault. It was the  asphalt.”
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Passengers Rate Halifax
as Top Airport

Halifax International Airport ranked
first in overall passenger satisfaction for
airports worldwide with under five mil-
lion passengers, according to the 2003
AETRA Customer Satisfaction Survey.

The survey, conducted annually by
the International Air Transport Associa-
tion (IATA) and co-sponsored by Air-
ports Council International (ACI), in-
cludes 30 airports around the world.

In addition, Halifax rated second for
overall satisfaction in the Americas, third
in best improvement of overall satisfac-
tion, and third in best domestic airport.
Halifax International won the most awards
of any airport, receiving recognition in
four out of five eligible categories.

Halifax has participated in this sur-
vey since March 2002. It measures 23
separate elements of passengers’ jour-
neys and how well each element satisfies
their expectations. Surveys occur over a
three to four-day period each month.
Halifax International Airport can bench-
mark against the opinions of other inter-
national or domestic passengers travel-
ing through a variety of airports around
the world, as well as track changes in pas-
senger satisfaction at Halifax.

In individual element rankings,
Halifax came first among international pas-
sengers for courtesy and helpfulness of
airport and check-in staff, waiting time a
check-in, and efficiency of check-in staff.
Domestic passengers also scored Halifax
first in courtesy and helpfulness of air-
port and check-in staff, as well as com-
fort of gate areas, speed of baggage de-
livery, and value for money for parking
facilities.

The awards will be presented in Oc-
tober at ACI’s annual world conference
in Lisbon.

For your information, a new policy will
take effect at Halifax International Airport
on May 1, 2004, allowing only service
animals in the terminal building. This is
necessary as pets have become a distrac-
tion to dogs working for the RCMP,
Canada Customs and the Canadian Food
Inspection Agency. The only exception
will be guide and service dogs accompa-
nying passengers and visitors. Pets be-
ing transported will be required to remain
in airline-approved kennels while in the
terminal building.

YHZ Pet Policy Change

YHZ Wins Award
Congratulations to HIAA on winning the
Interspace Airport Advertising Award for
its arrivals area, which includes models
of the bridges and old Town Clock.

LifeFlight Helicopter (C-GIMN)
Maintenance Photos

The LifeFlight helicopter has undergone
a recent maintenance period. Here a few
pictures of IMN during the cycle. For
more information about LifeFlight see
the March 2002 issue of our newsletter.

(Photos received via e-mail)

Do you see the propeller? Well, ev-
erything behind it revolves around
money.

I’m not speeding officer - I’m just
flying low.

Clichés
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Above and Above Center: AN-124’s and a
CC-150 Polaris load Canadian Forces
personnel for Haiti at Fredericton. (Don
Henry Photos)
Far Right and Top Right: Egyptian Sea
Kings on the ramp outside of IMP.
Right: Jets Go as seen from the Obser-
vation Deck at YHZ.
(Rob MacIlreith Photos)

AN-124 Specifications:
- Wingspan - 73.3 Meters
- four 2MKB (Lotarev) D18T turbofan
engines
- Length - 69.1 meters
- 24 wheel U/C - four as nose wheels
- empty weight 175,000 Kg
- Max take off weight - 405,000 Kg
- Range - 6,500 Kms
- Max cruising speed - 865 km/hr
- 60 built with 20 in commercial service
The above claimed as quoted from
www.airliner.net
(Right: Frank MacLoon Photo)

In the Air and On the Ground

Right: Atlas Air 747, C-141 Starlifter
from March AFB, RAF C-130 Hercules
and RAF VC-10 were all present at
Halifax on Saturday May 1st.
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Left: Sometimes you see the wreckage
and wonder how anyone got out alive. If
this Beech Baron had been flying
a few inches to the right, we likely
wouldn’t be wondering how Robert
Hollis Gates, of Tehachapi, Calif.,
managed to land the plane safely after a
midair with a Cessna 180 last
Jan. 16. The Baron lost a section
of fuselage, but Gates walked away with
cuts and bruises. The 180 broke up
in flight and the pilot,
40-year-old David Lazerson, a civilian test
pilot instructor at Edwards
Air Force Base and deputy
director of the Joint Strike Fighter Inte-
grated Test Force, was killed.
According to the NTSB report.
(Received via E-mail from Fred Hensler)

Oops!

Northwest’s little incident: This hap-
pened on Jan 19th (Sunday). Two mechan-
ics  were taxiing the A320 from remote
parking into a gate at New York’s LGA
airport. They were held out on the taxi-
way for a bit. When finally cleared, the
mechanic, being irritated, pulled a bit too
much power. Coming into the gate he now
finds he has no brakes. The left engine
was put into reverse, but it was too late.
He hit the towbar, then the tractor. They
hit  the tractor so hard the nose gear col-
lapsed. This is after he wiped out the
jetway. The left side by the cockpit has
been ripped open by the jetway. The
jetway is now laying on top of the left
wing and left engine. The left wingtip is
also wiped out. After losing control the
left wingtip rammed into the side of a
Boeing 757 sitting at the next gate, rip-
ping a hole in the right side.
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ID Quiz

Above: Our last ID Quiz in Jan.’s issue
was correctly identified by Dave
McMahon as a T-33’s airbrakes.

Left: The May 2004 quiz is? Remember
in order to qualify for a correct answer,
you must  identify both the aircraft and
the aircraft manufacturer.

Submit your answers to the Editor at:
 acam@ednet.ns.ca or by snail mail.

President’s Message
From the desk of Rob MacIlreith

Several members have raised some
questions regarding the Argus simulator
and its loan to the Greenwood Museum. I
would like to clarify a few issues. First,
the Argus simulator is on loan to the
Greenwood Museum, it was not donated
to the Greenwood Museum as was pub-
lished in Eastlink Magazine, a Valley news-
paper and Greenwood’s own website. I
have pointed this error out to our Board
of Directors Chairman, Mike Garvey, in a
letter and provided him a copy of the TV
show and the website address of the mis-
take. I hope that this mistake will be cleared
up in the near future. Our members need
not worry, as the Argus remains on our
books as a Museum asset.

Next, thank-you to those members
that have returned copies of the member-
ship survey sent out last issue. The data
that was gathered was useful to the Ex-
ecutive on several matters. If you have
not sent your copy of the survey back,
the door is not closed on the issue yet,
please feel free to give us some feedback
or advice.

Thanks to Barry for getting the new
security numbers out to those members
with keys and access to the building af-
ter the changes by our security company.
Also, thanks to Barry for the important
work that he has been doing with the
Hurricane Juan cleanup and our contrac-
tors.

As we make the move closer to the
summer the year becomes much busier
for the Executive. I am looking forward to
our upcoming Board of Directors meet-
ing to see how the Board is making out
with items outside of the day-to-day in-
ternal operations that the Executive is re-
sponsible for. Certainly I have noticed a
large increase in the Executive’s workload
from outside organizations and grant ap-
plications and I hope that the Board mem-
bers will be able to alleviate some of these
pressures so that the Executive can re-
gain focus on day-to-day building main-
tenance, operations, exhibit development
and restoration issues. These issues are
being sorted out as part of the new gov-
ernance structure that we are under. A list

of job descriptions is being developed to
improve the efficiency of our organiza-
tion.  I do worry about our members
“burning out” as we have a small number
of people, wearing many caps, carrying a
large portion of the workload and this
needs to change if we are going to con-
tinue to grow and improve and eventu-
ally move to the next level. We have to
remember that there will be some grow-
ing pains and that we all do not like
change, however, we are trying to make
changes and implement them for the ben-
efit of the Museum’s future.   So that
brings us around to our standard appeal
for the membership to come forward and
help out where they can.

Lastly, thanks to those members that
made it out to our last meeting at SAM, it
was good to see so many of you. I hope
that many of you will be out for our gen-
eral meeting in May at the Museum. It
should be a fun and relaxing evening.
Come out and see what the guys have
been up to all winter!

Rob


