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The Atlantic Canada Aviation Museum
Halifax International Airport

P.O. Box 44006
1658 Bedford Highway

Bedford, N.S.
B4A 3X5

Website: http://acam.ednet.ns.ca
E-Mail: acam@ednet.ns.ca

Upcoming Meeting Dates:

The March General Meeting is Monday,
March 25th at the Real Atlantic Super
Store in Bedford. The room will open at
7:00 for social time and  the meeting will
begin at 7:30. Please note the change of
date from Thursday to Monday.
May’s meeting is May 23rd @ ACAM.
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Emergency Health Services LifeFlight Helicopter Overflies the Peggy’s Cove Lighthouse.
(Story on Page 4)

(Communications Nova Scotia Photo)
Sabre Restoration Continues at a Fevered Pace. (Page 17)             (R.MacIlreith, Photo)

Included In This Issue:

Annual General Meeting Report
Angels of Mercy

News Shorts
Darwin Award Winner

Museum Notes
Book Review

and much more!
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The President’s Report [From the Annual General Meeting]
By Mark Peapell

Editor’s Note: The following is a summary of the President’s Report at the AGM, based on his presentation and notes.

The President’s presentation at
our AGM focused on current and future
challenges the Museum faces. A number
of various sub-committees will have to
be formed, utilizing people from both the
membership and the Executive /Board of
Directors to fully tackle the issues the
Museum currently faces and map a di-
rection for ACAM in the future.

A number of high profile visi-
tors and potential partners toured our fa-
cility last year including: Premier John
Hamm, Mayor Peter Kelly and the HRM
Councillors, as well as, Reg Milley, the
new CEO of the Halifax International
Airport Authority. Each group can offer
the Museum something. Its how we, the
members, capitalize on building relation-
ships with these groups, making sure the
Museum’s agenda is front and centre in a
coordinated and controlled manner.

As usual, a vast number of var-
ied and interesting projects were started
this year, including: a review and im-
provement of our facility, Administrative
Products, Exhibits and Aircraft acquisi-
tions, new displays, improved public re-
lations, inter-museum cooperation
(mainly Shearwater, Greenwood and the
Canadian Aviation Museum), grant pro-
posals and future development of the
Museum through a consultant. Some have
been completed and some are very much
on-going. As well, a total review of all
of our exhibits is underway. It will be
costly, in terms of effort and capital, but
the end result will improve our overall
standing as an educational Museum.

The Executive is also setting
key objectives for the future. What should
ACAM be doing, what are we, as a Mu-
seum, doing well? Where is the future
growth for the Museum? As an organi-
zation, it is important for us to examine
what makes ACAM unique and find a
way to market that uniqueness effectively.

Last year’s attendance, of over
25,000 visitors, puts the Museum in the
top ten attractions in Nova Scotia. ACAM
is becoming a destination for the public
to visit. Additionally, the Museum was
also the clear leader in attendance in Avia-
tion Museums in the Region. Therefore,
a major goal for the upcoming year will
be to make sure that ACAM does all it
can to further attract the public into vis-
iting our facility and maintaining that
important visitor base. One article pub-
lished in the Chronicle Herald in July
2001 represented an advertising value of
over $7,000, seen by over 330,000
people. These are the sorts of promotions
that our Museum must have.

Re-organizing the structure of
the Museum may be one avenue for
change. The need for a full time person,
be they a curator/manager/all-round per-
son is significant. How does ACAM
achieve this goal? Additionally, these are
the significant issues, which we currently
face: our leaking Information Centre roof
problem, becoming connected to the city
water supply, the long term commitment
with the Information Centre building and
the Province, staffing, exhibit displays,
our diminishing work and display space
as we grow, future development, plan-
ning, and aircraft restoration.  Some are
long-term issues and some are shorter
term. They are all, however, issues which
need to be addressed in the next year.

Mixed with these terms is the
constant concern of finances. Where does
our potential lie? Increasing revenues
from our gift shop should continue. How
do we maintain this growth, what can we
add to the Museum to increase revenues
and increase our tourist draw? [Editor’s
Note: See the Treasurer’s Report]

The Museum has set priorities
for the coming 2002 tourist season. We
also have to move on issues setting fu-

Above Left: President Mark Peapell
makes his report to the membership.
Above Right: Currator Reg Clark.

(Dave McMahon, Photos)

Above: Discussion and planning for
ACAM’s future was a major part of
the Annual General Meeting. L-R:
Mark Peapell, Ken Brown, Danny
Price, Marcel Olson, Barry Rodenhiser
and Thomas Hughes.

(Dave McMahon, Photo)

Above: Guest Speaker Gerry Fultz
spoke of aviation in and around the
Halifax Area while he was a young
man. He also spoke of his time over-
seas. Dave McMahon snapped this
photo of Gerry next to the Lanc pic-
ture in the Airforce Room at R.A. Park.
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2001 Financial Report
By Gary McMahon

ACAM Finances 2001

Key Components  ‘01 $’s Chg Vs ‘00

Gift Shop Sales $21,787 +40%
Grants $25,970   +3%
Donations $10,877    -8%
Membership Dues $1,955 +26%
Total Income $60,079   +7%
Gift Shop Purchases $17,720 +33%
Utilities $7,626 +17%
Displays $10,669 +24%
Summer Students $10,689 +11%
Insurance $2,026 +9%
Total Expenses $60,623 +22%

Expectations for 2002
• Receipt of our NSM grant of $18,000.
• Gift Shop sales exceeding $24,000 (+10%).
• A big hike in insurance rates “post 9/11”?
• More financial support from HRM tourism.
• Financial benefit of the Sabre Event

ture targets and agendas. An improved
long-term strategy will help us improve
and develop at a constant rate. It will also
project a clear message to our partners
and membership where the Museum’s
focus lies. A number of strategic issues
will be dealt with in the coming year. Sub-
committees will have to be formed to look
at and review issues such as: Exhibit plan-
ning, Facility Management and Expan-
sion, Restorations, and Strategic Partner-
ships outside of the Museum Community.
Your help, as a member is going to be
needed. How can you help the Museum
grow and improve?

In closing, a word of thanks to
the Executive team for the job that they
have performed over the last year; it was
a positive year and I look forward to im-
proving on our successes in 2002. The
success of the Museum is based on the
tremendous effort of our dedicated vol-
unteers. Each year we recognise one out-
standing person who has shown the dedi-
cation and effort to make the Museum  the
facility it is today with the Doug Ordinal

[Editor’s Note: Thomas Hughes is the
Museum’s youngest Crew Chief at 16. He
attends South Colchester High School.
Thomas contributed the Cessna L-19
Birddog article to the September issue of
the Newsletter, as well.]

Distinguished Member Award. This year
the award is presented to one of our
youngest members, someone who repre-
sents the future for the Museum, a dedi-
cated hardworking young man; Thomas
Hughes.

Above: Treaurer Gary McMahon.
Below Left: Frank MacLoon presents
Dr. John Christie with a plaque nam-
ing the fighter collection in his honor.
Right: Frank MacLoon presents Tho-
mas Hughes  with the Volunteer of the
Year Award.

(Dave McMahon Photos)
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Angels of Mercy: Emergency Health Services LifeFlight
By: Rob MacIlreith

Out of the light foggy mist came
the unmistakable thumping sound of a
helicopter and as my usual custom, I
pause in my yard work and look skyward
for a glimpse of the bird. The bright red
and white Sikorsky S-76 comes into view,
heading South for Halifax. I wonder who
is the unfortunate soul on board.

The S-76 belongs to Emergency
Health Services (EHS) LifeFlight. (Pre-
viously known as the STARS program.
STARS managed the program for the
government of Nova Scotia until March
2001.) Canadian Helicopters provides
the aviation portion of the program, in-
cluding pilots and engineers. Currently,
the S-76 LifeFlight crew consists of a
pilot and co-pilot, as well as, an Air Medi-
cal Crew (AMC). The AMC is divided
into three components:

1.    The Adult AMC (consists of a
paramedic and a specially
trained Registered Nurse - they
respond to any missions where
the patient is over age 15, ex-
cept for expectant mothers)

2.     The Neonatal & Paediatric AMC
(consists of a specially trained
Neonatal/ Paediatric Registered
Nurse (RN) and a Respiratory
Therapist (RT) – they respond
to all missions where the patient
is age 15 or less.)

3.    Obstetric AMC (consists of a
specially trained Perinatal Reg-
istered Nurse, as well as, the RN
and RT from the Peds team -
responds to any mission where
the patient is an expectant fe-
male, regardless of age, except
for pregnant women in a  ‘scene
response situation’).

Each AMC component is tied to a group
of Medical Control Physicians (MCP),
one of whom medically directs each mis-
sion via satellite phone. (For example, a
Perinatologist is the MCP for an obstet-
rics mission.)

Occasionally, members of the various
crews will combine (e.g., a car accident
involving a child and an adult may take
both the adult crew and the neo-Peds
RN.)  In an emergency situation, where
the patient must be rushed to hospital, as
soon as possible because of how critical
they are, it is the crew of the helicopter
that is on the frontline and the doctors
provide direction via satellite phone.

Since the LifeFlight operation
began in May of 1996 over 2,300 patients
have had the need to use the service.
Flights have also been carried out in New
Brunswick and Prince Edward Island
through inter-governmental agreements.
Operations in the past have been based
out of CFB Shearwater but LifeFlight is
currently based out of Halifax Interna-
tional Airport. Patient deliveries are now
made to the helicopter pad at the Queen
Elizabeth II Health Sciences Centre and
in Feb. of 2002 a pad opened at  the Izaac
Walton Killam Health Centre (for Chil-
dren Women and Families) as well. In the
past, deliveries have been made to CFB
Shearwater and the South Battery heli-
copter pad on the Halifax Waterfront (al-
though the use of this pad is now very
limited with the new pads at the hospi-
tals.) With the landing pads now at the
hospitals, the other sites are only used

when the hospital pads are not available
for reasons such as weather conditions.

Between the hours of 7:00 am
and 11:00 pm, the air medical team is re-
quired to be airborne within 10 minutes
of a call. The remainder of the time they
are on a one-hour call out; however, they
are usually in the air in less than 60 min-
utes. Organizing medical transport be-
tween facilities is fairly easy with a net-
work of physicians and dispatchers be-
ing in place to organize the details and
alert the crew to the mission that must be
flown. However, the criteria for dispatch
of the LifeFlight to a scene situation are
different. First, when the EHS
Communications Center suspects the he-
licopter may be required, based on infor-
mation provided by a 911 caller, the air
medical team can be placed on standby,
in case it is required. Second, an emer-
gency response agency such as, fire or
police, can request an air medical evacu-
ation if, in their belief and based on pre-
determined criteria, the patient may re-
quire air medical transport. When an
ambulance arrives on the scene, the para-
medics will confirm the need for air medi-
cal evacuation and if the air medical team
has not already been requested activate
them. A Medical Control Physician will
talk to the paramedics on the scene and,
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Michael praised the S-76 for
having excellent avionics and being well
suited to the air ambulance role includ-
ing weather radar and other avionics. I
was impressed with the communications
suite on board. It included two VHF ra-
dios, as well as, radios to talk to the fire
departments, ambulance crews, police
and the helipad staff at the hospitals. Most
of this communication is now on a com-
mon discrete range of frequencies. In-
cluded in the back of the helicopter is also
a satellite phone that is hooked into the
AMC intercom system (ICS). The flight
crew and AMC ICS can be isolated when
required, as is usually the case once a
patient is on board. When asked what
upgrades would improve the aircraft’s
capabilities he restated that the aircraft
was excellent in the air ambulance role
but thought that an approach-capable
GPS would improve the capabilities, al-
lowing the aircraft to land at Shearwater
after hours. An engine upgrade would
also be more desirable since a pilot can
never have enough engine power.

It was a very foggy mild day in
January when I visited the LifeFlight
Base and Michael informed me that the
conditions at the time where too bad for
the helicopter to be airborne, as a test
flight had been scheduled and delayed. I
assumed because of fog, etc, that visibil-
ity was not good enough for flight but he
informed me it was due to icing condi-
tions. The S-76 is not equipped with a
de-icing system, it has the standard en-
gine anti-icing system but the blades are
not protected well enough for that sort of
operation. He reassured me that it is very
rare for the helicopter to be out of ser-
vice because of icing conditions.  It was
during this discussion that I learned that
all flying is based on the pilot’s discre-
tion with a list of guidelines he has to go
by.

As the tour progressed and I
consulted my list of notes we talked about
landings and single engine operations (in
case one engine should fail) and Michael
described how, when necessary, landings
and take-offs are made on the roll. This

Top: India Mike November flies the Coast.
(Communications Nova Scotia Photo)

Middle Left: The new LifeFlight Logo on IMN (Author’s Photo)
Middle Right: The cockpit of the Sikorsly S-76. (Author’s Photo)

Left Page: A LifeFlight graphic of transit times from Halifax International.

provided the MCP agrees with the re-
quest, the helicopter will continue trav-
eling to the scene, or be dispatched if it
is not airborne yet.

On Jan 28th, I visited the
LifeFlight Base and Paula Martell, an RN
and paramedic, and Michael Gropp, a pi-
lot of the helicopter, showed me around
the facility and the S-76. It was quite an
amazing tour. We all think of aircraft as
being relatively large and upon entering
the hangar, IMN appeared larger then
when one observes it on the tarmac. How-
ever, when Michael opened up the cabin
door of the helicopter and I could look
in and see the seats for the AMC person-

nel and the stretcher locked in place for
an adult load, my first thought was that
the cabin was awfully small. Michael ex-
plained to me how the stretcher and medi-
cal equipment could be swapped out in
four or five minutes and the helicopter is
then effectively reconfigured for one of
the other situations. Two patients can be
carried when required, plus the crew and
when I looked around the cabin Michael
demonstrated how one stretcher is re-
moved, a bracket is added and then one
stretcher is added on each side of the cen-
ter axis. (In some cases, the load would
be a stretcher and an incubator for a new-
born.)
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Starting with the medical bags that had
more vials and things I will not even try
to describe here, right through to the
massive incubators for newborns. These
vital pieces of equipment weigh an im-
pressive 600 pounds and have a built in
battery pack to run everything when they
are not hooked into AC Power or the
helicopter’s electrical system.  LifeFlight
has two incubators but can only carry one
aboard the helicopter at a time due to
weight restrictions, particularly in the
hotter conditions of the summer. During
our chat, we discussed medication and
contact with the MCP staff at the hospi-
tal. I asked if patients were sedated dur-
ing flight. Sedation depends on needs and
the condition of the patient. Sometimes
it is more desirable for the patient to be
fully alert, other times if the patient has a
fear of flying and it is required a mild
sedative might be used, after consultation
with the MCP.

Cleaning of the helicopter after
a patient is delivered is done by the crew,
at the base, although it can be done at a
hospital if an immediate turn-around for

lessons the damage from potential FOD
on takeoff and landing and increases
safety in a single engine flyaway opera-
tion. The flying is very challenging in
some cases as the aircraft may be called
upon to land in poor visibility conditions
caused by light, puffy snow being stirred
up by the rotor wash in addition to land-
ing in a wide variety of landing zones,
not to mention the roof-top pads at the
QEII and IWK. When asked about the
roof pad, Michael referred to the QEII
pad as one of the best pads in Canada. It
is complete with a Helicopter Landing
Officer, who shuts off the hospital venti-
lation system during operations to pre-
vent the engine fumes from being sucked
into the hospital. Additionally, he informs
the pilots about such things as weather,
winds and temperature. The pad is also
equipped with lights, radios and a fire
suppression system and foam catcher sys-
tem to prevent the foam from entering the
hospital if it were ever to be needed.

Maintenance was next on my
list. The helicopter, like any other air-
frame, undergoes regular maintenance. In
the morning the crews coming on go
through a variety of checks to make sure
that they are ready to go if needed. How-
ever, there are times when the helicopter
is not available due to scheduled mainte-
nance, etc. In those cases, ground trans-
port will have to be used or if it were a
bad emergency, inter-provincial agree-
ments with New Brunswick would kick
in. I was very surprised to find out that in
the last three years, the LifeFlight
helicopter’s longest period out of service
was just 3 days and that was for a gear-
box change. A very impressive mainte-
nance standard, which is a testament to
the great job the maintenance staff does
on the bird.

Paula Martell showed me
around the medical supplies and equip-
ment. If I was impressed with the heli-
copter and knowing the little bit about it
that I do, I was absolutely overwhelmed
with the sheer amount of medical sup-
plies and equipment that the staff carry
and use.

a second mission is required. Cleaning
supplies and some drug stocks are kept
at the hospital pad for that need. Usu-
ally, cleaning and restocking would be
done at the base while the helicopter is
being refueled. Turn-around time for a
second mission can be as short as 30
minutes when absolutely necessary.

Joan MacNeil is a crewmember
on one of the LifeFlight teams and she
was kind enough to answer the follow-
ing questions for this article.
1. What is your role on the helicop-
ter?
My role is as a specially trained Perina-
tal Registered Nurse on the Obstetric
component of the Air Medical Crew
(AMC).
2. Are you cross-trained to any other
roles in the helicopter?
No. Our roles are so specialized that it
would be very difficult to cross train.
3. What sort of emergency would war-
rant the use of the helicopter?
We would respond to any medical situa-
tion where the out of hospital time

The LifeFlight Sikorsky S-76A (C-GIMN) delivers patients to this roof top heli-
pad on the Queen Elizabeth II Heath Sciences Center. This pad is considered
one of the best roof top pads in the Country. It includes: lights, radios, a Heli-
copter Landing Officer, fire supression system and a foam collection system.

(Capital District Health Authority Photo)
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needs to be minimized or where the
bumps and shakes of road travel would
be detrimental to patient health. These
emergencies include trauma, high-risk
obstetrics, critically ill children or adults
i.e. anyone who needs care at a tertiary
level centre.  We do both inter-hospital
transports and “scene” (landing on the
side of the road) calls. 
4. Does the medical staff fly when the
helicopter is out on a training exercise.
We have only one helicopter. The aircraft
is not taken out ‘just’ to train staff - we
do take new AMC out on actual missions
with the existing crew as part of the ori-
entation and we do scheduled mainte-
nance flights. If the helicopter is unavail-
able or if a longer flight is required (i.e.
to Toronto or Montreal) than we can re-
spond via Provincial Airlines (PAL), or
New Brunswick Air Care. If air travel is
not possible, then we can respond via
ground transportation.  
5. What qualifies you to be a member
of the AMC?
There is a minimum tertiary care experi-
ence requirement, as well as, specialized
training requirements that are slightly
different for each component of the team.
6. How many casualties can the team
medivac at once?
The maximum number of patients we
carry at a time is 2.
7. When the helicopter delivers a pa-
tient to the hospital, what kind of turn
around time is required in order to
have the helicopter mission ready
again?
This depends on where the last mission
came from, the number of supplies used,
if we need any special cleaning, if the
same crew is needed or if we need to
change AMC configuration or switch out
pilots, and if we need to refuel. Usually
about 30 minutes is the minimum.
8. Will the helicopter undertake a mis-
sion in really poor IFR conditions if
the need is serious enough?
Our first priority is safety - both of the
crew and the patients. We must follow
strict rules about if and when we can fly.

Both Photos: The S-76A cabin configured for a single adult patient. In this con-
figuration, one stretcher is carried plus the required medical equipment. Medi-
cal crew in this situation would be a paramedic and a specially trained RN.

Top: The main cabin looking forward. The blue plastic screen is raised when a
patient is onboard. It is used to keep any light from the main cabin out of the
cockpit, particularly at night. Note the cabin crew seat to the immediate left.
There is a crew seat, complete with 4 point harness, in each corner of the cabin.
Bottom: The cabin looking back. The center console includes the com units and
medical equipment. The O

2
 system can be seen, as well as, an AC plug and the

Satellite phone, which is tied into the ICS. Another Crew seat is visable at the
right.  Note the distance between the seat and the stretcher. In a 2 patient con-
figuration things become much more crowded.

(Author’s Photos)
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Some of the many members of the LifeFlight team they include: (L-R) Paul Van der Basch (Pilot), Holly Meadows
(Flight Respiratory Therapist), Lisa Duncan  (Flight Nurse), Norma Geldart  (OBS Flight Nurse), Sharon Malay

(Flight Nurse), Dale Traer  (Flight Paramedic), Mark Chapman  (Pilot)
(Communications Nova Scotia Photo)

 
Left: The map shows the locations of
approved landing zones and landing
pads for the LifeFlight helicopter.
These sites can be used day or night.

Right: An old picture of C-GIMN in
the STARS colors (CIRCA August
1997.) It is only included in this article
as an example of the S-76A when it
operated from the South Battery pad.

(Author’s Photo)

For more information about the
LifeFlight program visit their
website at:
http://www.gov.ns.ca/health/ehs/
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The final call always belongs to the pi-
lot.
9. Is the AMC trained in emergency
procedures for water landings, etc?
Yes, we all receive ‘dunker’ training (for
water landings) and other safety training
on a regular basis - our helicopter famil-
iarization and safety updating is required
every 6 months.
10. Halifax is the normal destination
when a patient is being moved. Is there
any other location the helicopter might
be required to move patients to?
While Halifax is our most common end
destination, we have transported patients
to many other sites, including Sydney,
Moncton, Saint John, Montreal,
Toronto and Boston. [Editor’s Note:
Montreal, Toronto and Boston are nor-
mally covered by fixed wing aircraft.].
11. Can the EHS LifeFlight team pro-
vide Search & Rescue if required or it
designed for medivac only?
Our focus is air medical transport.
12. If the patient takes a turn for the
worse in flight and a serious emergency
develops with the patient and the hos-
pital is still “too far away” and the air
is turbulent, would the helicopter land
somewhere to provide the medical crew
with a stable work environment until
the patient is stable again?
This would depend on the ‘turn for the
worse’ - if the problem was that the tur-
bulence was preventing us from giving
immediate care that was essential then

yes, we could theoretically land to stabi-
lize the patient and continue. However,
in reality, most of our patients who are
going downhill need the tertiary care cen-
tre as quickly as possible and stopping
would only delay us. One instance that I
can think of where we would try to land
to stabilize the patient is if one of our
expectant patients decided to give birth.
That has not yet happened but our cur-
rent plan is to land for the delivery, both
because we would need the stability and
additional room available during the
birth, and because the baby could be
much more easily stabilized on the
ground.
13. On the subject of turbulent air -
what is the S-76 like to ride in from
your point of view? Is it a stable work-
ing environment for the crew, particu-
larly if you have to give an injection or
perform a more delicate procedure?
Our aircraft is fairly stable in the air. I’ve
flown in some turbulent times. What I
notice most is the vibration - my feet vi-
brate for hours after a flight. Usually we
are stable enough to give injections, (par-
ticularly into the IV) but starting an IV is
a bit more challenging. Of course, you
can do almost anything if the need is great
enough!

In conclusion, the LifeFlight
team provides Nova Scotians with a ser-
vice that is second to none here in Atlan-
tic Canada. With 601 missions flown last
year alone, the need for a second
LifeFlight helicopter will soon become
required. Keep in mind, the next time you
see that bright red and white S-76 flying
by, it is staffed by a well-trained group
of caring individuals who really are dedi-
cated Angels of Mercy and the people that
they serve are very lucky to have them.

Nova Scotia’s
LifeFlight

Helicopter Facts:

Nova Scotia’s LifeFlight helicopter
is a Sikorsky S-76A with the regis-
tration of C-GIMN. On the radio it
is referred to as India Mike Novem-
ber Medivac when it is carrying a
patient or on the way to pick up a
patient.

IMN was manufactured in 1980 in
the United States and was imported
into Canada in 1992. IMN is owned
and operated by Canadian Helicop-
ters.

Sikorsky S-76A Facts:

Powerplant: Two 650-hp. Allison
250-C30
Max Speed: 179 m.p.h.
Cruise Speed: 166 m.p.h.
Ceiling: 10,000 ft.
Range: 690 mi.
Empty Weight: 5,612 lb.
Loaded Weight: 9,680 lb.
Max. Takeoff Weight: 10,500 lb.
Rotor Diameter: 44ft.
Length: 52 ft. 6 in.

The Author would like to thank Paula
Martell and Michael Gropp for their
time in showing him around the facil-
ity. Additional thanks goes to Joan
MacNeil for the question and answer
sessions and fact checking the article
before publication. Lastly, thanks to
Donna Smith for helping to clear the
article for final publication.
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News Shorts: Compiled From Various Sources
Halifax International Airport Lands Delta Connection

A new airline will operate out of Halifax this spring, says Halifax Interna-
tional Airport Authority President & CEO Reg Milley. Delta Connection will launch
three daily roundtrip flights to Boston starting May 1st.  Milley says the announce-
ment is a result of joint efforts between the Authority and the local business commu-
nity.
“We’ve been working closely with the Greater Halifax Partnership, Nova Scotia
Tourism and Culture, and other community partners to bring new air service to the
region, and we’re now seeing the first results of our efforts,” says Milley.

The new year-round Delta Connection flights will offer customers conve-
nient Boston connections to 22 domestic cities served by Delta Air Lines
(NYSE:DAL), including several Florida destinations. Delta and its SkyTeam part-
ners also offer international service from Boston to London (Gatwick); Milan, Italy;
and Paris (Charles de Gaulle).

“These three flights a day not only strengthen Halifax’s hub and gateway
role but also further our strategic objective of growing business between Atlantic
Canada and the New England market,” says Milley. “They also put our communities
in direct contact with Delta’s convenient Boston gateway.”

The news comes on the heels of recent announcements by other airlines
improving or initiating air service at Halifax International Airport. Air Canada will
re-introduce direct service to Newark and Calgary/Vancouver and Air Canada Tango
will add a second daily flight to both the Montréal-Halifax and Ottawa-Halifax routes
to meet peak summer demand. In May, Canadian Affairs/Sunquest will begin operat-
ing weekly service to London (Gatwick) using AirTours International and Conquest/
Skyservice are now offering flights to sun destinations.

Delta Connection carriers include wholly owned subsidiaries Atlantic South-
east Airlines and Comair, and additional regional carriers ACA and SkyWest Air-
lines. Delta Connection carriers operate more than 230 regional jets throughout North
America. For more information, visit delta.com.

Halifax International Airport is Atlantic Canada’s principal full-service air-
port providing passengers and cargo clients with direct and indirect access across the
country and to strategic locations in the United States and Europe. The Authority
also has a $110 million airport improvement program in place to facilitate growth in
passenger and cargo business.
Below: Delta Connections Fairchild Dornier 328 which is similar to the aircraft
that will be serving on the Halifax - Boston routes beginning on May 1st.

(Delta Photo)

NSIAS 2002 Cancelled?
The Daily News (Jan 23rd /02)
raised questions of whether NSIAS
02 would be cancelled or not. Sev-
eral factors are conspiring against
the show: The first is the Base C.O.
was  reported to have stated that
the military has serious reserva-
tions about hosting an event that
can draw upwards of 80,000 spec-
tators. Second, is the question of
runway 16-34 which has now been
turned over to the Canada Land’s
Company for development. 16-34
is required to host the higher per-
formance aircraft and larger trans-
port aircraft. At the time of writ-
ing, Canada Lands Company has
not revealed to the public its plans
for 16-34. Rodger Sorsdahl, the Air
Show organizer, is optimistic that
the show will go ahead this year,
although he did state that the show
would look a little different this
year. Security for the event will in-
evitably be increased in the wake
of Sept 11th. Only time will tell if
the Show will go on or not.

Delta Airlines
FairChild Dornier 328
Aircraft Specifications:

Wing Span: 68 ft 10 in or 21 m
Length: 69 ft 10 in or 21.3 m
Tail Height: 23 ft 9 in or 7.2 m
Accommodation: 32 passengers
Lavatories: 1 (not wheelchair
accessible)
Cruising Speed: 397 mph or 639
km/h
Range: 700 miles or 1127 km
Engine:2 Pratt & Whitney PW-
306B (Jet)
Cargo Capacity: 226 cu ft or 6.4
cu m
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Tango is now flying into Halifax Inter-
national on a regular schedule.

(R. MacIlreith, Photo)

Sea King Notes
On Jan 10th, a technician at CFB

Pat Bay discovered a white crystalline
substance while performing a routine oil
change on the helicopter. The substance
turned out to be sugar. A substantial in-
vestigation is underway. The Sea King
in question had just completed a 6-month
overhaul at IMP. It was deployed from
Shearwater via: Greenwood, NS, Bangor,
Maine, Sherbrooke, PQ, Trenton,
Ontario, several stops on the Prairies and
Kelowna, BC. The engine was removed
from the helicopter and stripped down
inspected and cleaned. The helicopter has
since returned to service.

Sea Kings on duty in the Gulf
as part of Operation Apollo are reported
to be producing some very high service-
ability rates. Captain Jason Proulx, the
12 Wing Shearwater PAO, provided some
information at the Editor’s request. 
“We currently have approximately 111
people from Shearwater deployed and 19
from Pat Bay, B.C., for a total of 130
people.  Each ship has an air detachment
consisting of a Sea King and 19 people,
with the exception of the supply ship.  I
am not permitted to release the numbers
of the aircraft because of security con-
cerns; however, I can tell you that we
have seven operating overseas.  They are
actually performing quite well under the
conditions, and have had an impressive
serviceability rate.  I cannot go into more
detail than that.  None of the aircraft have
nose art, which I’m aware of.”

The Sea Kings are operating
from HMCS Halifax (which  returned on
Feb. 11th), HMCS Charlottetown (Which

 is arrived home on March 4th), HMCS
Iroquois (operating with an American
Amphibious Group in conjunction with
HMCS Toronto), HMCS Vancouver (part
of the USS John C. Stennis Battle Group)
and HMCS Preserver.  Preserver will not
return home before May or June at the
time of writing. Plans are also in place to
see Canada maintain a 3-ship presence
in the Gulf until at least Feb of 2003.
HMCS Iroquois is to return  home on
May 31st.

14 Wing Greenwood

Auroras In Dubai
Two CP-140 Auroras from 14

Wing Greenwood are currently support-
ing the War against Terrorism, operating
out of Dubai, UAE. Little has been made
public by DND. A reported 250 person-
nel have been deployed from Greenwood
as part of the mission.

February 3, 2002 In International
waters off Pakistan a CH-124 Sea
King helicopter from HMCS
Vancouver hovers over the mer-
chant vessel MV Zakat, which has
suffered a major engine breakdown.
Despite the six-degree list to port,
HMCS Vancouver’s boarding party
takes control of ship and crew, then
conducts a thorough search. The
Canadians find evidence of smug-
gling, including documents, com-
munications and repair equipment,
technical facilities and full load of
Iraqi oil. The Zakat never regains
propulsion, and HMCS Vancouver
eventually tows her into the Arabian
Gulf, where she is handed over to
other coalition forces for further in-
vestigation. HMCS Vancouver is
conducting Maritime interdiction
operations in the north Arabian Sea
as part of Operation APOLLO,
Canada’s military contribution to

the international campaign against terrorism. (HMCS Vancouver Photo)
Editors Note: Sea King 408 Pictured

HMCS Iroquois’ Sea King (fore-
ground) prepares for another pick-up
from Preserver’s flight deck as a Sea
Knight returns from USS Peleliu for
another load. (Photo by MCpl Steve
Carter, DND Combat Camera)
Editor’s Note: Sea King 416 Pictured

Log into www.dnd.ca for
more information on

Operation Apollo. Be sure
to view the Combat Cam-
era section. As well, while

there take a moment to
send an E-mail to the

troops at: http://
dgpaapp.dnd.ca/messages/

message_default_e.asp

Op Apollo Sea King Mission
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Operation Apollo Air Assets

A Strategic Airlift Detachment,
comprising one CC-150 Polaris long-
range transport aircraft and about 40 Air
Force personnel (three flying crews and
one air-cargo handling team), are now
working from a base in Germany. There
are unconfirmed reports that the Polaris
crew has also moved to Dubai as well.
The Polaris has been flying 6 days a week,
according to some reports, using the sev-
enth day for maintenance.

The coalition has also accepted
Canada’s offer of a Tactical Airlift De-
tachment, comprising three CC-130 Her-
cules transport aircraft, which is to be
employed primarily in delivery of hu-
manitarian relief and supplies to the
people of Afghanistan and may be called
on to support the coalition forces. The
Hercs are also based in Dubai, although
this is unconfirmed. They have been fly-
ing humanitarian missions and moving
freight and cargo in support of the U.S.
Navy as well.

Approximately 50 CF members
work at the Canadian National Command
Element (NCE) currently located at
MacDill Air Force Base, Florida. The
NCE is part of the Canadian Joint Task
Force South West Asia (JTFSWA) and is
commanded by a senior officer with the
rank of Commodore. The Commander of
the NCE exercises operational command
of the various CF components assigned
to Operation Apollo. CF assets always re-
main under Canadian command, operat-
ing under Canadian rules of engagement,
and in compliance with Canadian law.

January 14, 2002 Arabian Sea an Am-
phibious Readiness Group (ARG)
cruises in close arrowhead formation.
From top left: HMCS Charlottetown,
a Canadian patrol frigate; HMCS
Iroquois, a Canadian destroyer; USS
Bataan, an American amphibious as-
sault ship; USS Decatur, an American
guided missile destroyer; and HMCS
Halifax, a Canadian patrol frigate.
Photo by Cpl Shawn M. Kent, DND
Combat Camera

CC-150 Polaris performs at NSIAS
2001. One is deployed on Operation
Apollo. (R. MacIlreith, Photo)

CC-150 Polaris News
Canada will soon be back in the

Strategic Air to Air refuelling business.
Two of the CC-150 Polaris aircraft are to
be converted to tankers by Lufthansa
Technik at Hamburg, Germany. The first
conversion is to be completed by Feb
2004 and the second by the end of 2004.
No word on which airframe numbers will
be converted. Four auxiliary tanks will
be fitted in the cargo bay and wingtip
pods will be installed. This will allow the
tanker to take 4 CF-18’s across the At-
lantic or 3 CF-18’s across the Pacific. The
Polaris will be supplimented by the five
CC-130 tactical tankers now in service.
Program cost is listed as $105 Million.

C-17’s
Air Forces Monthly ran the fol-

lowing comment in the Jan 2002 issue
on Pg 12. The editor found it an interest-
ing comment considering the C-17 con-
cerns in the RAF.
“The Canadian Armed Forces would
like to purchase between four and six
C-17As to meet its Future Strategic
Airlift needs.”

Hornet Replacement?

On Feb 8th, Canada reaffirmed
its commitment to the Joint Strike Fighter
(JSF) Program by signing on for Phase 2
of the project. Canada is the second in-
ternational customer, after Britain, to sign
onto Phase 2 of the program. This will
see Canada contribute $150 million to the
program over the next 10 years. This
contribution does not commit Canada to
buying the development version of the
Lockheed Martin X-35. Final cost is ex-
pected to be in the range of $50 Million
per aircraft (although in researching this
total it is not clear if this was develop-
ment cost or fly-away cost, of which there
is a huge difference). This figure is sig-
nificantly cheaper than the projected cost
of the F-22 Raptor and the aircraft will
be much more capable then the F-18 E/F
Hornet. The Boeing F-18 E/F has been
getting some poor press lately in Af-
ghanistan, range and acceleration be-
ing the serious criticism of the airframe.
The F-14 community, which has been
getting outstanding press from the con-
flict, has been reported to have been
shopping around a drawing board ver-
sion of the Tomcat II. When the time to
replace Canada’s current fleet of CF-188
Hornets comes, no doubt we will “buy
American” again and the cost of replac-
ing the fleet will be pricey, hence, I would
not put money on Canada buying the JSF
just yet.

The Lockheed Martin X-35 undergo-
ing development tests.

(Lockheed Martin Photo.)
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Provincial Investment For
Greater Moncton Airport

Premier Bernard Lord has an-
nounced a $ 3.2 million provincial gov-
ernment investment toward future eco-
nomic development of the Greater
Moncton Airport.

Premier Bernard Lord, Minister
responsible for the Regional Develop-
ment Corporation, presented the cheque
to Pierre Michaud, chairman of the
Greater Moncton Airport Authority.

“This project at the Greater
Moncton Airport represents an invest-
ment in our strategic infrastructure that
will help economic growth for the entire
province,” Lord said. “This investment
will help make the Greater Moncton re-
gion more economically competitive.”

“This contribution by the Prov-
ince of New Brunswick is vital to the
airport’s plans for development in the
areas of air cargo and other aviation-re-
lated industries,” Michaud said. “We are
extremely pleased with the support and
the vision the premier and his government
have demonstrated here today.”

The provincial contribution will
help to construct a 1.5 kilometre airport
parkway from Champlain Street and the
Dieppe Industrial Park to the eastern pe-
rimeter of the new airport terminal de-
velopment. This roadway will become the
main artery to and from businesses lo-
cated in the Aerospace Park and will pro-
vide secondary access to and from the
new Air Terminal Building once the
soon-to-be constructed facility opens.
Funding for the infrastructure project
stems from the Regional Development
Corporation’s capital budget.

Moncton. (GMA Website Photo)

Cormorant Makes Headlines

The first 2 of 15 Cormorants
have arrived at Comox, B.C. and are
slowly getting spun up to speed. How-
ever some teething problems associated
with any new aircraft have developed.
The 2 helicopters made an 11,500-
kilometre ferry flight from Italy to Comox
and performed exceptionally well despite
a crack appearing in one of the wind-
shields during the flight. What is a bit
more disturbing is that the problem has
since reappeared in the same helicopter
at Comox. E.H. Industries has sent an
Engineering team to Comox to check on
the problem, which is believed to be
caused by a problem in the installation
process. Additionally, an engineering
study of the bracket that fastens the in-
strument panel to the floor between the
pilots’ seats has begun. Cracks developed
in both brackets on both helicopters dur-
ing the delivery, although this problem
seems to be solved by using a wider bolt.
All of these minor problems have been
repaired under warranty.

Cormorant Facts:

Powerplant: Three General Electric
T700-T6A1 turbines
Max Speed: 167 kts.
Cruise Speed: 150 kts.
Ceiling: 8,000 ft.
Range: 1018 km
Max. Takeoff Weight: 11,943 kg.
Rotor Diameter: 18.5 m
Length: 22.8 m
Height: 6.5 m

A parts supply problem seems
to have occurred with E.H. Industries as
well, defense and industry officials are
meeting with E.H. Industries, in Italy in
early Feb. The next two helicopters to be
delivered will be leaving Italy on Jan 18th

for delivery to Comox as well. A fifth
helicopter will be stationed in Comox as
well. The next 3 SAR birds will be going
to Gander, Nfld. After Gander, 413
Squadron at CFB Greenwood is sched-
uled to receive their compliment of three
Cormorants.

Cormorants 904 and 905 shown here
as they traverse the Canadian Rockies
on route to Comox. The first 2 of 15
new Cormorants to arrive in Canada.

(DND Combat Camera Photo)

HIAA President Receives
Appointment

The Canadian Airports Council
(CAC) has announced the appointment
of Reg Milley, President & CEO of
Halifax International Airport Authority,
as Vice-Chair of the Airport Industry
Association. Mr. Milley will serve with
the newly appointed Chairman, Larry
Berg, President & CEO of Vancouver In-
ternational Airport Authority, and will as-
sume the role of Chairman in 2003.

Guest Speakers Need!
Do you know someone that
would make a good guest
speaker. Then drop our

President a line.

acam@ednet.ns.ca
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Book Review
By: Rob MacIlreith

Title: Gunner
Author: Donald
Nijboer
ISBN: 1-55046-532-2
Cost: $49.95
Details: 160 pages,
colour and black and
white photos, hard
cover.

Gunner is the follow on to
Nijboer’s excellent book Cockpit. Like
the previous book, Gunner, focuses on a
crew position in World War II aircraft, in
this case the turrets and gun positions of
famous WWII aircraft, both Allied and
Axis machines.  Gunner is full of superb
photos and illustrations, some being cut-
away diagrams from manuals of the era.

This book will bring back many
memories for Veterans. Some of the
haunting photos by Dan Patterson cer-
tainly sent chills down my spine. I can-
not imagine the courage that it must have
taken to stand / sit / crouch in some of
those gun positions, the extreme cold of
the altitude and the sheer terror of seeing
enemy fighters rolling in on one’s for-
mation.

While Gunner is a fantastic voy-
age into the cold and cramped worksta-
tions of a generation of brave men, it is a

Aviation Funnies
Editor’s Note: The following story is a
Darwin Award Winner. If you have not
heard of the Darwin Awards, the award
is given to those in society that try to im-
prove the gene pool by removing them-
selves from society. If you find this funny
you may want to visit their website at:
http://www.darwinawards.com/

The Arizona Highway Patrol came upon
a pile of smoldering metal embedded into
the side of a cliff rising above the road at
the apex of a curve. The wreckage re-
sembled the site of an airplane crash, but
it was a car. The type of car was uniden-
tifiable at the scene. The lab finally fig-
ured out what it was and what had hap-
pened. It seems that a guy had somehow
gotten hold of a JATO unit (Jet Assisted
Take Off - actually a solid fuel rocket)
that is used to give heavy military trans-
port planes an extra “push” for taking off
from short airfields. He had driven his
Chevy Impala out into the desert and
found a long and straight stretch of road.
Then he attached the JATO unit to his car,
jumped in, got up some speed and fired
off the JATO! The facts as best as could
be determined are that the operator of the
1967 Impala hit the JATO ignition at a
distance of approximately 3.0 miles from
the crash site. The prominent scorched
and melted asphalt at that location estab-
lished this. The JATO, if operating prop-
erly, would have reached maximum thrust
within 5 seconds, causing the Chevy to
reach speeds well in excess of 350 mph
and continuing at full power for an addi-
tional 20-25 seconds.  The driver, and
soon to be pilot, most likely would have
experienced G-forces usually reserved for
dog fighting F-14 jocks under full after-
burners, causing him to become insignifi-
cant for the remainder of the event.  How-
ever, the automobile remained on the
straight highway for about 2.5 miles (15-
20 seconds) before the driver applied and
completely melted the brakes, blowing
the tires and leaving thick rubber marks
on the road surface and then becoming

airborne for an additional 1.4 miles, fi-
nally he impacted the cliff face at a height
of 125 feet leaving a blackened crater 3
feet deep in the rock.    Most of the
driver’s remains were not recoverable;
however, small fragments of bone, teeth
and hair were extracted from the crater
and fingernail and bone shards were re-
moved from a piece of debris believed to
be a portion of the steering wheel.
Epilogue: It has been calculated that this
moron nearly reached Mach I, attaining
a ground speed of approximately 420
mph.It was also reported that a charred
bumper sticker was found at the crash
site. The bumper sticker said: “How is
my driving? Call 1-800-EAT -$HIT”

ID Quiz
Congratulations to Mike Stubbings
for correctly identifying the aircraft
as a Curtiss JN-4 Jenny. (Top)
This month’s quiz comes from Danny
Price and may prove a bit more of a
challenge (Bottom). Remember to be
credited with the correct answer you
must identify both the aircraft and the
manufacturer.

Submit your answers to:
acam@ednet.ns.ca

book that is aimed at the true aviation
enthusiast of the World War II era, not
for the beginner. Model detail hounds
will find it a must have for their refer-
ence collection as well.

Interested in
Advertising in

ACAM’s Newsletter?
Contact the Editor for

Information. Prices begin as
low as $10.00 for a business

card size spot.
Web Links are also available.

acam@ednet.ns.ca
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Black Hawk Down
By: Rob MacIlreith

For only the dead is war really over.
- Plato

Opening with such a sober quote,
Director Ridley Scott, set the mood for
Black Hawk Down. Starring Josh Harnett,
Tom Sizemore and a cast of other known
supporting actors, Black Hawk Down is
the story of the Ranger and Delta Force
raid into Mogadishu, Somalia during
1992. My sister-in-law may have
summed it up best when she said it was 2
hours and 20 minutes of the first 20 min-
utes of Saving Private Ryan. Personally,
I would say it was more like an hour and
45 minutes. Either way, Director Scott
and Producer Jerry Bruckheimer have
created a movie that portrayed the battle
fairly accurately. It is not a movie that
will leave the viewer with the “rah rah”
America feeling. In fact, it will leave the
viewer with a disturbing, sombre feeling.

This battle had everything in it
the modern warrior tries to avoid; house
to house fighting, civilian combatants, a
scared population that has little to loose
and rules of engagement that will not al-
ways protect one’s men. With 19 Ameri-
cans killed, over 1000 Somali dead and
countless wounded on both sides, it was
America’s worst defeat since the Vietnam
War. This engagement produced the first
two acknowledged posthumously
awarded Medal of Honour recipients,
since the Vietnam War. One particular
scene in the movie left me a disturbing
impression of how much hate there is in
our world.

This is not a movie that I would
recommend for children or most wives,
for that matter. In fact, it is a depressing
movie that is fairly tense throughout. It
does not glorify war in this writer’s mind;
however, for the uneducated, “shoot-em-
up” mentality, they might see it as a “glo-
rious” affair. Recommended for mature
viewing audiences on the big screen. I
rated Black Hawk Down ****/5.

Eternal Goal

To serve the country,
To save my soul,

To love the people,
My eternal goal.

To laugh when laughed at,
To love when loved,
To love when hated,

To get up when shoved.

All these duties I’ll keep in my soul.
For all these duties are my eternal

goal.

Brandon Russell
7-3

Poetry Submissions from Students at
Leslie Thomas Juniour High School.

Mr. Wright
There was a man named Mr. Wright,

Who was talking to a friend,
About how all inventions were already made,

And all new ideas would end.

“Surely” he said, “Inventions to be made,
Have already been,
And all new things,

Have already been seen!”

“No”, said his friend, “I think you’re  wrong.”
And he whispered with a twinkle in his eye,

“I think that we have just begun,
And one day man will fly!”

“Oh no!” Mr. Wright scolded, “That’s
blasphemy!

And blasphemy is a crime!
Angels were the ones meant to fly,
And humans to walk in the grime.”

Years later, Mr. Wright had two sons,
Orville and Wilbur were their names,

And they built the first flying aeroplane
That led to fortune and fame.

Megan Piercey 7-2

I confess that in 1901, I said to my brother Orville that man would not fly for
fifty years... Ever since, I have distrusted myself and avoided all predictions.

- Wilbur Wright, 1908.
Above: Wilbur realizes that his prediction was wrong on December 17th, 1903.

(National Archieves Photo)

Did you Remember?
Febuary 23rd, 2002 was the 93rd Anniversary of powered flight here in Canada.
That first flight was at Baddeck, Nova Scotia with JAD McCurdy at the controls
of the Silver Dart. Here is something most do not know... according to the
Chronical of Aviation (ISBN 1-872031-30-7 [pg. 61]). The Silver Dart was origi-
nally built and flown at the Hammondsport, New York, base of the AEA in Dec
of 1908, then transported to Baddeck and flown here on Feb 23rd, 1909.
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Notes
Information
Supplied by:

Barry Rodenhiser
and Danny Price

Facility - The roof in
the Information Cen-
ter Building contin-
ues to leak in all the
usual spots. To date,
we have been fortu-
nate not to have an-
other major leak like
last winter. However,
the spring melt is just
beginning. This
problem continues to
be a major hurdle
that has to be re-
solved.

Gift Shop - Additional shelving and slat
wall are planned for the gift shop on the
wall to the right of the old fireplace and
covering the old fireplace as well. Gift
Shop Manager, Dave McMahon, is busy
ordering stock and preparing for the up
coming tourist season. If you need gift
ideas for that special Aviation Nut in your
life, see Dave and he probably has what
you are looking for.

Canso Restoration - As of Sat. Feb 23,
Don and Al have completed repairs on
the rudder framework of the PBY 5A
(Canso). The main hinge for the rudder
has been riveted to the fuselage rear. The
rudder was test fitted on Feb 16th. The
tail cone was test fitted below the rudder
so it’s exact length could be determined.
The rudder was then removed for comple-
tion of the trim tab and final assembly
and skinning of the tail cone has been
started. Hopefully it will be completed
shortly before we open for the season.
When the tail section of the Canso is com-
plete the wooden staging can be removed
from area at the rear of the fuselage; pro-

viding a cleaner display area, this should
be complete before the Sabre dedication
ceremony. Congratulations to Donnie and
his crew on a successful test fit of the
rudder. They have been working on this
section of the aircraft for over a year now.
The rudder will be covered with fabric
and completed after the tail cone is fin-
ished.

Pratt & Whitney Twin Wasp Restora-
tion - Gene Hamilton continues to work
on the restoration of the Twin Wasp, to
be completed for the 2002 season. Cur-
rently, he is installing components on the
engine after cleaning. The engine is now
mounted on a completed stand. The en-
gine is looking real good and is going to
be a nice addition to the Pratt and
Whitney Engine display.

The Twin Wasp. Front and Rear Views.
A Cowl Ring will complete the Engine.

Rudder (Top) and Rudder Hinge (Bottom)

The tail cone assembly is taking shape.
Now that the rudder has been hung a
final measurement was taken, which
will allow the tail cone to be completed.
and installed on the aircraft. Tail res-
toration has been in progress for over
a year.            (R.MacIlreith, Photos)
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2002 Executive
President - Mark Peapell

Vice President - Ken Brown

Treasurer - Gary McMahon

Secretary - Michael White

Members At Large:

Barry Rodenhiser, Danny Price,
Danny McLaughlin, Bill

Leeming, Ron Cunningham.

Facility Manager:
Ron Cunningham

Tour Coordinator:
Michael White

Gift Shop Manager:
Dave McMahon

V-1 Buzz Bomb – Michael White is cur-
rently building stands for pieces of the
V-1 in order to facilitate their display and
to allow restoration to continue as time
and funding allows. The Buzz Bomb is
currently covered in primer to prevent
much more of it from rusting out. It will
be a long and difficult restoration to
proper specifications.

Above: ACAM’s Buzz Bomb a num-
ber of years ago when it was stored
outside due to lack of space.  The V-1’s
history is very unique even if it’s nose
is not.

(ACAM Collection)

Sabre Restoration - The drive is on to
get the Sabre in presentable shape for its
dedication in July. Danny Price and Barry
Rodenhiser will soon have repairs com-
pleted to the belly pan. Some small pan-
els have had to be fabricated and this pro-
cess is nearly complete. Most activity is
centering on the cockpit and canopy. Bill
Leeming and Ron Cunningham are hard
at work on the canopy interior and John
Christie is continuing with cockpit res-
toration - the gun sight has been refur-
bished and is ready for installation and
the armor plating behind the ejection seat
is being fabricated. Parts will be sent out
for painting in late April early May. Wolfe

Collision has agreed to paint the required
parts. Restoration is going well for our
completion date of July 1. However, more
help can always be used on this project.
More information on the Sabre Pilots
Reunion and visit to ACAM for the dedi-
cation will be made public in the future.
The stairs from the Tracker display have
been removed. They will be cleaned up,
modified and repainted to allow the vet-
erans a safe look into the Sabre cockpit
on Dedication Day. Congratulations to
Danny Price and his wife, Ange, on the
birth of their second daughter, Paige
Danielle (8 lbs 10 oz.). Both Mom and
baby are doing well.

While these photos may not show it, the Sabre restoration is progressing well
and at this time it seems that the aircraft will be in good shape for it’s Dedica-
tion in July of this year, during the Sabre Pilots Association Reunion, here in
Halifax.

(R. MacIlreith, Photos)
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President’s Message
Winter 2002

From the Desk of Mark Peapell

Our Annual General Meeting
was held on January 26th at RA Park in
Halifax. From all accounts the meeting
can be described as a tremendous suc-
cess. The new format of an afternoon to
evening meeting, reception and guest
presentation worked well. We will try this
format again next year. It offered a great
way for members to present ideas and op-
tions for the Museum. I received a large
number of positive responses to the for-
mat. If you missed the meeting this year
you should make every effort to attend
next year!

One interesting aspect of the
meeting was the number of aviation leg-
ends at the meeting. Now by aviation leg-
ends, I mean fellow members who have
performed significant active military ser-
vice, both wartime and post war, flying
careers. During the reception one had the
opportunity to sit down and enjoy inter-
esting conversation on all aspects of fly-
ing and aircraft. These informal chats
were made even more enjoyable by a
Veteran’s view on how it really was. This
is something which one does not have the
opportunity to do every day and made
the meeting more enjoyable for many. It
was unfortunate that we could not have
had a tape recorder at every table, but we
must record these stories now, before it
is too late.

As one can see from the presen-
tations at the meeting, 2002 will be an-
other busy year. We are about to start re-
viewing and developing strategy for the
growth and development of the Museum.
This has to be done to help the members
see what must be done to take the Mu-
seum into the future and continue to grow.
As always, any help in this process is
needed. Every member should have a
chance to say what he or she feels is im-
portant and what collectively should be
ACAM’s next step and more importantly

where our energies are directed.
As I enter my second year as

President, I feel that we are achieving
many of our goals. We must continue
these efforts. I am also looking for other
members to become involved, as change
is good and healthy for any organization.
I intend to make this my final year as
President, as I feel it is important to de-
velop and grow our Executive. (Anyone
with Presidential aspirations please let me
know!)

This year ACAM also faces its
audit, which determines the Museum’s
funding status with the NS Community
Museums Assistance Program. This will
require significant effort to ensure we are
ready for the audit and improve our rat-
ings. All members working at the Mu-
seum should keep this in mind as we ap-
proach this summer and ensure that they
keep any areas they are working in, clean
and organized. Any volunteers that can
help “the regulars” would be appreciated.
I certainly hope that we have another suc-
cessful year of growth and development.

Mark

From The Editor
I am making an appeal to each

and everyone of you that may have sto-
ries to tell or information to share. At this
time I have reached a point of having only
one new article left in the vault. This
month’s issue was a major effort to find
new sources of information and people
to write. Thanks to those of you that made
contributions. There are so many of our
members that have good stories to tell but
few ever comes forward to tell them.  I
encourage each of you to try to find one
little tidbit that may be of interest to other
members of our organization and send it
along in the next 2 months.  I would also
like to hear from each of the crew chiefs
with a progress report. Without input
from you the membership will not be kept
up to date on  the projects and help you
need. Cutoff date for submissions for
May’s issue is April 15th.

The Editor

Open Cockpit Day

The Museum will be holding the 2nd
Annual Open Cockpit Day on the
weekend of June 8th and 9th. Help will
be required from the membership in
order to have enough people to be at
each aircraft to show the public
around and make sure that safety is
being observed at all times. Mark the
8th and 9th of June on your calendars
now! Contact Mark Peapell the
Open Cockpit Day Coordinator if
you can volunteer a few hours of time
to help out.

Harvard Restoration – The Harvard
restoration is being slowed at this time
as Bill Leeming and Ron Cunningham
have moved over to help the Sabre team
for the next little while, in order to make
sure the Sabre restoration is completed
as mentioned above. Once the extra help
is not required work will resume on the
Harvard. Thanks to Bill and Ron for
extrahelp with the Sabre project. Roun-
dels and Fin Flashes have been made out
of vinyl and are installed on the Harvard
now (Below).

The most beautiful dream that has
haunted the heart of man since Icarus
is today reality.

- Louis Blériot
When once you have tasted flight, you
will forever walk the earth with your
eyes turned skyward, for there you
have been, and there you will always
long to return.

- Leonardo da Vinci


