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AN APOLOGY 
 

Unfortunately, as a result of a serious 
illness and death in the family, I 
didn’t produce a Newsletter as 
should have been issued for the 
month of March.  Hopefully this issue 
will bring you up to date on Museum 
happenings in the past months. 
 
  Frank MacLoon 

 
MEMBERSHIP  
 
Many of our members have sent in 
their renewals – very much 
appreciated.  Without a March issue 
our usual reminders were not made 
but we do hope that those who might 
have sent in further renewals will 
now do so. 
 
Oue dues are $25.00 single and 
$30.00 family and you will find a 
convenient form at the end of the 
Newsletter for sending them in.  As 
noted the dues can be mailed to The 
Atlantic Canada Aviation Museum, 
P.O. Box 44006, 1658 Bedford 
Highway, Bedford, N.S,  B4A 3X5 
 
The revenues received are indeed 
important to ACAM and are an 
encouragement to those who are 
active as volunteers at the Museum 
or actively participate in its work in 
so many other ways.  It’s a very 
positive indication of your continued 
interest and support. 
 
ACAM BBQ     
 
The Museum will be holding a 
Barbeque for Museum members and 
staff every third Saturday of the 
month at 1200 hrs beginning on 
Saturday June 20th. 
 
This will be an opportunity for 
members to meet together and, 
hopefully, to bring along potential 
members and introduce them to 
other members and to our summer 
staff. 
 
For those who bring potential 
members please be sure to leave 
their addresses, phone and email 
numbers so that their interest can be 
followed up. 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS 
 
-We started the year well with a very 
successful reception in conjunction 
with the anniversary flight of the 
Silver Dart replica and the visit of 
Hawk One.  Our task is to keep up the 
momentum of the year of aviation in 
Nova Scotia in conjunction with other 
Aviation Museums and related 
organizations.  Our Curator Dr John 
Christie has an excellent feature in 
this Newsletter in description of this 
event.     
 
Every year starts out a bit stressfully 
until we are assured that the HRM 
Visitor Information Center (VIC) will 
be in place and that we will again 
receive grants for our summer 
student assistance.  The Province 
has granted two students and one 
has been obtained under a Federal 
grant.   
 
With a more experienced staff,  and 
the VIC in place, we are anticipating 
even better results this year. It will be 
interesting to see what effect the 
coming restrictions on American 
border crossing will have on the 
tourist population.  This will affect 
both the Museum and the VIC.  We 
can only hope for the best.   
 
We note the passing of one of our 
Board members Cy Dunbar.  We pass 
on our condolences to his wife Joan 
and the remainder of the family.  In 
addition we pass on our best wishes 
to members who are experiencing 
health problems themselves or in 
their family. 
 
Structurally, financially and in the 
state of our artifacts, the Museum 
has never been in better condition.  
This is due to the all too few, 
dedicated volunteers, especially 
those who have braved the cold and 
snow drifts to tirelessly work over the 
closed season to prepare for what we 
hope will be the best season ever. 
 
   Mike Garvey 
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GIFT SHOP 
 
A major feature of ACAM is a truly 
excellent and well stocked Gift 
Shop managed so capably by our 
Dave MacMahon. 
 
It is truly worth a visit and a great 
place to shop for your gift 
requirements for Christmas and 
all those special events.  You will 
be impressed.    
 
100th ANNIVERSARY OF 
AVIATION IN NOVA SCOTIA  
 
Our Curator, Dr John Christie, has 
submitted the following item on 
this important event at the 
Museum.  The excellent photos 
are provided courtesy of both 
John and Gift Shop Manager Dave 
MacMahon: 
 
 - On the afternoon of February 24, 
2009, ACAM hosted a reception at 
the Airport Quality Inn to celebrate 
the 100th anniversary of the flight 
of the Silver Dart and the 50th 
anniversary of the formation of 
the Golden Hawks.  In addition to 
many ACAM members there were 
many guests including numerous 
veterans.   
 
Representing the Provincial 
Government was our MLA the 
Hon. Percy Parish.  Special guests 
were ex Snowbird lead, Dan 
Dempsey and astronaut Chris 
Hadfield …. Both are pilots of 
Vintage Wing’s F-86 Sabre “Hawk 
One”. 
 

 
 
 
Curator John Christie with Chris 
Hadfield and Dan Dempsey 
 

Our distinguished members in 
attendance were three of the 
original Golden Hawk team Jim 
McCombe, Bill Stewart  and Ralph 
Annis. 
 
 

 
 
Jim McCombe, Ralph Annis, and 
Bill Stewart 
 
Board Chair Mike Garvey was 
Master of Ceremonies. He 
introduced our guests and spoke 
of the significance of the 
occasion.   
 

 
 
Chairman Mike Garvey 
 
Mr Parish brought greetings from 
the Province and spoke of the 
indispensable contribution of 
volunteers to ACAM and society 
in general. 
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Hon Percy Parish - MLA 
 

Dan Dempsey discussed the “Hawk 
One” project and showed vintage 
footage of the Golden Hawks. Chris 
Hadfield spoke at length of his duties 
with NASA and the Canadian Space 
Agency.  He is due to return to the 
International Space Station.  Chris 
answered numerous questions from 
a very engaged audience.  This was a 
rare opportunity and he did not 
disappoint. 
 

 
 
Dan Dempsey discusses “Hawk One” 
 

 
 
Chris Hadfield speaks of NASA 
duties 
 
Formalities over there was time to 
mingle and enjoy the excellent 
refreshments put on by the Hotel.  
Michael White provided a Power 
Point presentation focusing on the 
first recreation of the Silver Dart in 
1959 and also the photos of the 1959 
Golden Hawks taken by the Forces 
photographer George Hardy.  ACAM 
has been honored to have his 
collection donated to the us. 
 

 
 
Lunch is served 
 
Many of the attendees visited the 
Museum following the reception. Dan 
Dempsey spent time with an old 
friend … our ‘104, which he had flown 
in his Cold Lake days.   
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Dan Dempsey meets an “old friend”  
 
Both Dan and Chris Hadfield spent a 
lot of time with our Sabre and they 
both said that the a/c and their chats 
with the Hawks about flying the 
Sabre were illuminating.  It was good 
to know that ACAM had been of 
assistance. 
 

 
 

Two “Hawks” and a “Snowbird” 
visit our Sabre 
 

 
Ralph Annis and Dan Dempsey 
compare notes 

 

Chris Hadfield, the Sabre, and Ron 
Cunningham 
All told it was an excellent few 
hours and judging by their 
comments everybody enjoyed 
themselves.   
 

 
 
Chris Hadfield with ACAM 
Treasurer Gary MacMahon 
 

 
 
Chris Hadfield with Gift Shop 
Manager Dave MacMahon 
 

 
A very satisfied Jim McCombe 
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Special thanks to the 
administration at Stanfield 
International Airport for their 
support. 
   John Christie   
THE SILVER DART EVENT AT 
BADDECK 
 

The flight of the replica Silver Dart 
built in Welland, Ontario, was to 
have taken place on Feb23rd from 
the ice at Baddeck. Weather 
conditions forced moving this 
event to Sunday Feb 22nd when 
successful flights of the replica 
were carried out. 
 
Fortunately, through the efforts of 
ACAM member Jeff Kempton, we 
were able to obtain permission to 
include a number of excellent 
photos of this very significant 
event taken by Professional 
photographer Gerard Bryden. 
 
The credits for these really 
impressive photos then goes to:  
 

“Gerard Bryden (Indy Images)”  
 
They are truly the work of a very 
competent photographer. Thanks 
go to Gerard for allowing us to 
present them here. 
 

 
 

Pilot, and retired astronaut, Bjarni 
Tryggvasson in position for flight  
 

 
 
The Silver Dart replica in full flight  

 

Other events were carried out on 
the same day including a flypast 
of the “Hawk One” Sabre, in full 
Golden Hawk colors,  in 
recognition of the 50th anniversary 
of the formation of this wonderful 
RCAF display team. 
 

 
 
“Hawk One” in its flypast 
 

 
 
A parachutist about to land 
 

 
 
A pair of CF-18s in their flypast 
 
AROUND THE MUSEUM 
 
A Museum clean-up day, and 
Barbeque, was held on Saturday 
May 2nd in preparation for opening 
day. This is an annual need and 
the efforts of all who took part are 
much appreciated. 
 
Michael White 
 
One of the great manning 
problems at the Museum is to 
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provide coverage for the months 
of May and September when the 
normal summer staff is 
unavailable. 
 
It is important that the Museum be 
open in these “shoulder” months 
so that visitors can be welcomed 
and guided and we owe so much 
to our dedicated long term 
Museum and Board member 
Michael White who has personally 
manned the Museum daily during 
these months for a number of 
years. 
 
Michael is a wonderful 
ambassador for our Museum and 
has met many very interesting 
people in the process. 
 
So, as we have said many times 
before, thanks Michael for your 
long term dedication and 
commitment to ACAM. 
 
Restorations 
 
Restoration efforts are carried out 
through the winter months in spite 
of the very cold conditions. 
 
One of those efforts is the 
restoration of the Cessna L-19 
lead by one of our very dedicated 
members Colin Wilmshurst.  Colin 
has submitted a very interesting 
account of his work in the aviation 
industry and with the Museum as 
a follow-up to comments in a 
previous Newsletter. 
 
 
 A Volunteers Story – Part Two 
 

-That’s right folks, the saga 
continues.  Since I received 
nothing but great feedback from 
my last Newsletter entry, I decided 
to do it again.  Yes, I’m a sucker 
for punishment.      
 

I’m well into year 2 of volunteering 
at ACAM and almost going on 2 
years of working at IMP.  Its been 
sadly, over 6 months since the 
last Newsletter as well as over a 
year since the 1st article I wrote.  
Check out the winter ‘08 

Newsletter archives online at the 
ACAM home page for a little 
refresher or to get some 
background on this current 
article. 
 
Where was I?  Ah yes! 1 year 
since the last article…not much 
has changed since then.  I am still 
working on the CH-124 Sea King 
fleet across the highway from the 
Museum.  Still tearing them down 
and building them up again.  They 
just don’t want to retire and 
continue serving our country.  
They’re dirty, pretty outdated, and 
very well used, but I still enjoy 
working on them daily.  The most 
“exciting” ( I use the term loosely) 
thing I have been involved in has 
been a “special project” of sorts.  
It seems that Sikorsky’s design 
for seating in the aft cargo bay 
area was a little outdated and not 
much more than a nylon 
hammock supported by three 
tubes (see the attached picture). 
Ugly, flimsy and apparently 
unsafe in the eyes of the DND, so 
a new design was engineered. 
 

 
 
Original seat design 
 
**EDIT The information that I 
originally included with this article 
was more detailed than it probably 
should have been so the most I 
can probably say is that the new 
seating arrangement required a lot 
of work by our small group of 
people and the result is a much 
more safe and comfortable place 
to sit when riding as a passenger 
in the back of a CH-124 aircraft** 
 
***Info on this mod is available to 
the public on the internet.  Google 
search the “Sea King Troop Seat” 
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and pick the first in the list and 
start scrolling down***          
 
So, it turns out that about 20 
aircraft in total needed this mod, 
which meant that there were some 
Sea Kings on the West coast that 
had not been touched yet.  Flying 
a helicopter across the country 
sure isn’t cheap, especially for a 
troop seat mod.  As it turns out, I 
guess it was cheaper to send our 
team to them, because that’s 
where I ended up in the dead of 
winter.  Yes Sir, I spent two and a 
half weeks in Victoria, soaking up 
the 10 degree and mostly sunny 
weather while Nova Scotia got 
pounded by several storms and 
bitterly cold weather.  It was a nice 
break from the weather and from 
the dark hangar I normally work 
in.  A great change of scenery too, 
 
Overall, the seat mod project was 
a great experience for a relative 
newcomer to the industry.  We 
completed the fleet on time and 
we were commended by our 
bosses and received a letter of 
praise from the DND for our great 
work. 
 
On to the “more important” 
things, like our beloved Museum 
and all the amazing things within 
it like the L-19 “Bird Dog”.   Well, 
its really not that amazing…yet!  
The interior has been assembled, 
including the seats, flight stick 
and about 98% of the instrument 
panel.   
 

 
 
L-19 Cockpit Progress 
 
Looks like things are shaping up 
to have the fuselage painted 
before the end of spring.  The rear 

window has been fabricated and 
installed, the other windows have 
been polished back to their former 
glory and will be taped off and 
covered shortly. The skin has 
been reworked with a disk grinder 
to remove any deep scrapes, 
gouges, or surface corrosion.  The 
tail section needs a few spots 
sanded and cleaned of corrosion, 
then it’s ready.  Both halves of the 
engine fairings have been 
massaged by the die grinder in 
spots, sanded in others and 
cleaned top and bottom.  They too 
are ready to be painted. 
 
My next step is to dig the crew 
door out and get it ready for some 
painting.  Speaking of paint - We 
really don’t have any yet. Guess I 
should add that to the list of 
things to do and/or procure. 
 
There are still some parts that I’m 
looking for to make this project a 
little more complete (being a bit of 
a perfectionist is not a good thing 
when you’re missing a bunch of 
pieces).  Little things like the 
lower rotating beacon,  a set of 
wheels with brake disks, brake 
calipers, engine exhaust pieces, 
flight control and interior cockpit 
covers and a pilot seat 
cover….just to name a few.  If you 
know of anyone that might have 
access to these parts (serviceable 
or unserviceable condition isn’t 
important) please get in touch 
with them, or get in touch with me 
with their contact information and 
I will try to get in touch with them. 
 
My email is crxcolin@hotmail.com 
 
That’s really about all that’s going 
on with me at ACAM these days.  I 
have been hearing rumblings and 
rumours about a certain Canso 
aircraft and I think it would be 
great to see some major effort put 
into getting it prepped for some 
paint…at least on one half.  I can’t 
wait for the day when the wing 
center section is mounted 
followed by the left wing, 
stretching out across the width of 
the hangar floor.  That will truly be 
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a sight to see.  I’ll leave you with 
that image to picture in your head 
--- until the next Newsletter. 
 
  Colin Wilmshurst 
 
P.S. My cousin Jennifer was into 
ACAM a few months back and 
took a number of random high 
resolution digital pictures with her 
expensive looking camera.  If 
anyone is interested, please get 
hold of me and I’ll put them on 
some CDs or DVDs for anyone 
that wants one. 
 
Other Museum Activities 
 

Canso – This marvelous effort 
continues and hopefully the next 
Newsletter will include some good 
photos of the work being carried 
out and those that are making it 
happen. 
 

Jetstar – Cleanup on this 
significant artifact under way and, 
again, photos will be included. 
 

Piper PA-38 – This project of the 
“Fredericton Wing” is largely 
complete and needs mainly 
painting of the wings and 
application of lettering.  Will be a 
completed project this summer 
and will then be moved to the 
Museum. 
 
Display Development – continues 
as volunteers and funds are 
available. 
 
NEXT NEWSLETTER 
 
Our next Newsletter will be in 
September and will include: 
 
MUSEUM MEMBERSHIP 
RENEWAL 
 
Name:  
_____________________________ 
Address:  
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________ 
_____________________________ 
 
Phone#:______________________  

 

Membership Number: 
_____________  
 
Email:________________________  
 

Website and Museum emails 
 
Web Page      
www.atlanticcanadaaviation.com 
 
Webmaster – Michael White 
Mga1937@hotmail.com 
 
Newsletter – Frank MacLoon 
fmacloon@nb.sympatico.ca 
 
 
- Detailed photo coverage – as 
provided by Dave MacMahon - and 
a full description, of the 
marvelous Silver Dart replica on 
display at the Museum.  
 
- Discussion of Museum 
development planning – that 
could lead to a combined 
Restoration / Storage building that 
could eventually  
include workshop, restoration 
space for small aircraft and 
components of  
larger aircraft, along with storage 
areas and the year round 
“comfort” facilities so long 
sought. 
 
Opinions of those most active in 
Museum work will be sought as 
we bring together a plan for 
possible future development.  
 

 
Atlantic Canada Aviation Museum – 
Halifax International Airport 
P.O. Box 44006 
1658 Bedford Highway 
Bedford, N.S. 
B4A 3K5 
 
Single $25.00. Family $30.00 
 
NEWSLETTER DELIVERY 
 
Do you prefer to receive your 
Newsletter as: 
 
Email attachment (  ) or  
Canada Post ( )  


