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DEDICATED TO THE PRESERVATION OF THE AVIATION HERITAGE OF ATLANTIC CANADA

The Atlantic Canada Aviation Museum
Halifax International Airport

P.O. Box 44006
1658 Bedford Highway

Bedford, N.S.
B4A 3X5

Website: http://acam.ednet.ns.ca
E-Mail: acam@ednet.ns.ca

Upcoming Meeting Dates:

The next General Meeting of the ACAM
Membership will be January 22 at the Real
Atlantic SuperStore in Sackville.

Doors will open at 7:00 pm for some social
time, the Business portion of the Meeting
will begin at 7:30 pm.
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Above: Halifax International Airport from as seen from
orbit. See In the Air and on the Ground Page 7.

Submission by: Gene Hamilton

Left: The T-33 Canopy from 133174 is being cleaned
up  for the aircraft.

Photo by: Rob MacIlreith
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Donation to Museum Brings Back Family History
By: Rob MacIlreith

Above: The Iris II, my great-grandfather’s boat shortly after the accident. Crewman
facing the camera is T.A. Coolen, the others are unknown.
Below: The aircraft is righted by the tug Erg next to a jetty on the Northwest Arm
before being towed to the Halifax Shipyards, where she had her engine removed and
was crated for transport back to Saint John, N.B. by truck.

(MacIlreith Collection)

Recently, Mrs. Josephine
Arrowsmith donated some newspaper
clippings and photos from her late hus-
band, Bill Arrowsmith’s, collection to the
Museum. Mrs. Arrowsmith and I corre-
sponded a few times after her initial do-
nation. At the beginning of October I re-
ceived a card from Mrs. Arrowsmith with
a photocopied picture of my Great-
Grandfather’s yacht, Iris II, shortly after
it had been involved in a collision with a
seaplane in the Northwest Arm of Halifax
Harbor.  I was very surprised to see the
photo, something that I had not seen in
probably 20 years. I remember as a child,
hearing my Grandfather tell the story of
the day “the Iris II got clipped by the
plane” to go with the story he had a photo
of the boat and the plane; the same photo
that was enclosed with Mrs. Arrowsmith’s
letter. As a child, there was always a model
of the Iris II in my grand father’s house, a
beautiful model he had carved of the ves-
sel, which has always been kept under
glass. My father has the model now. As a
child, I can remember many times looking
at the model, wishing I could play with it.

I wrote Mrs. Arrowsmith back and
confirmed her suspensions that the yacht
had belonged to a family relative. (With a
name like MacIlreith, she had a good
chance of being right.) Within a couple
of weeks, a second package arrived in the
mail with a big photocopied article that
depicts the entire incident. The interest-
ing part of the story is that the pilot of the
Maritime Airline Seaplane was none other
then Bill Arrowsmith, Mrs. Arrowsmith’s
late husband. This is the general story:

In the early afternoon of Friday, July
9th, 1937, Mr. Arrowsmith and a passen-
ger from Montreal climbed aboard the
seaplane for the flight to Saint John. They
began to taxi down the Northwest Arm of
Halifax Harbor, from  Boutilier’s Ferry. The
Seaplane had been anchored for the night,
after flying in from Digby the previous
day.

Pilot Arrowsmith taxied further down the
Arm to an area where there were fewer
boats. Witnesses noticed a red canoe that
was close to the eastern side of the Arm
as the plane taxied past. Shortly before
take-off, the canoe, loaded with adults,
tried to paddle out into the Arm to get

close to the plane as it took off. They  got
airborne about 100 yards away from the
canoe, which continued to paddle into
the aircraft’s path. Arrowsmith was left
with no choice but to bank his aircraft
away from the canoe but that left him little
chance to miss the anchored yacht,
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Above: A copy of the photo sent to the author by Mrs. Arrowsmith that inspired the
research into this story. Left: A photo of the overturned seaplane taken from the
water by my great-grandmother. Note all the small boates in the water around the
aircraft. Bottow: The Iris II under sail.

quickly approaching.
Mr. T.A. “Tot” Coolen, was the loan

person on the yacht at the time. “I was
attempting to wave him off as I could see
he was heading toward me… said Coolen,
… then the tip of the wing hit the spar
and the boom cracked down on my head.
It made me sick for a moment … dazed
me, but I was not seriously hurt. As soon
as I got up out of the companionway they
[the pilot and passenger] were in the wa-
ter. I brought them ashore,” said Coolen.
The mast was snapped clean off about 3-

4 feet above the deck. The plane ended
up in the water, inverted, about 40 feet
away from the yacht.

Later, the crashed aircraft was in-
spected by N.E. Dennison, engineer from
the Halifax Municipal Airport, it had a
damaged wing and fuselage and was up-
side-down in the water. The seaplane was
towed by the tug “Erg” to a jetty and
righted and then later towed to the Halifax
Shipyards. Mrs. Arrowsmith noted in her
letter that the engine was removed and
sold to Mr. Henry Gates of the Halifax
Flying Club and the rest of the aircraft
was trucked back to Saint John and parts
were sold. Whatever was left of the air-
frame was eventually scrapped.

As for the boat, the Iris II had to have

a new mast installed and some other parts,
such as, the chain plates and some of the
decking fixed. She was kept by my great-
grandfather until shortly after his stroke,
after which he was confined to a wheel-
chair. The Iris II was lost in a storm off
the coast of Bermuda, later in her career,
while running freight.
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Museum Notes

All parts of our new T-33 are now
inside the Museum. After a couple of mi-
nor problems, the wing was brought in
with little difficulty in November. Don
Hirtle and Gene Hamilton designed and
constructed some wheel stands for the
wing. (Don the design and Gene the con-
struction.) These were installed on the
wing with the use of some old jack stands,
an aluminum “I” beam and a couple of
come-a-longs, chain and a little ingenu-
ity.
Right: Installing the caster stands on the
wing.
(L-R) Michael White, Don Hirtle, Gene
Hamilton (kneeling), Rob MacIlreith,
John Christie, Barry Rodenhiser and
Graeme Hicks.

Below: Just after picking up the wing
and prior to installing the caster stands.
(L-R) Rob MacIlreith, Graeme Hicks,
John Christie and Don Hirtle.

(T-33 photos by Bill Leeming. )

T-33 Donations
Additional Contributions to the T-33
Campaign have been made by:

Fred Benjamin
Michael Garvey

Kevin McMahon

Thank-you to all of our members
that have made a donation to the T-33
fund. Donations can be made at
anythime to the Museum, please
mark the envelope T-33 Acqusition
Fund.  Your support is appreciated.

T-33 Update

Right: The T-33 wing moved into the
Museum. It has been parked in this loca-
tion until the staging at the back of the
Canso is removed. Once the staging is
removed the wing can be parked under
the Canso, where it will take up little
floor space.

Far Right: Canopy clean-up and restora-
tion was begun in early January.
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In May of 2003 all the Community
Museums of Nova Scotia received a let-
ter of request for documentation on their
Governance practices as part of an
unschedualed audit by the Nova Scotia
Museum (NSM). Just prior to our press
time last issue the Museum received the
results of our submission. The results
were referred to vaguely in the last issue,
however due to lack of time and space,
little explaination was given.

With the letter of request for docu-
mentation, Mike Garvey and Frank
MacLoon took the lead on the project to
put all our practices into a formal docu-
ment for submission to NSM. Of the 66
Community Museums, only 37 submitted
documentation on time, including
ACAM, and at the time of the report 5
Museums still had not submitted any
documentation.

I am pleased to report that ACAM
did very well scoring an impressive 89/90
or 98.8%. In reality, we scored at the very
top of the field with the Nicholas Denys
Museum scoring a 96% and Yarmouth
County Museum 95%. We were listed as
a “best practice model facility ... to help
guide and support the learning of other
agencies in this area.”

“stock” and credibility as an organization
within the NSM family. These fantastic
results were only possible by the hard
work done by Mike Garvey and Frank
MacLoon, with Frank doing the lions
share following Mike’s illness.

Frank and Mike, from all of the mem-
bership and the Executive, I would like to
extend my thanks for your hardwork on a
job that is beyond well done! Congratu-
lations!

So what does this mean to the Mu-
seum and the membership? This docu-
ment is the supporting documentation to
the By-Laws that were passed at our last
Annual General Meeting. The changes
made in our By-Laws were to make sure
that ACAM was in complience with
NSM’s suggested Governance Structure.
Being in complience with NSM’s guide-
lines helps to make sure that our limited
funding from NSM is maximized. Such a
favourable review gives credit to our or-
ganization, hopefully making it more dif-
ficult for NSM to reduce our share of the
pie. In this time of fiscal restraint it is im-
portant to make sure that ACAM is seen
as an important player in the Museum
world as we make the move from a great
collection to a formidable Museum.

Governance Documents Evaluation
From the Desk of Rob MacIlreith

Some comments that deserve recog-
nition in the document include:

“Overall, excellent detail and atten-
tion to governance structure.”

“It is noted that active museum vol-
unteers participate in the planning pro-
cess of the Society which is an excellent
practice.”

“...despite a lack of full-time staff,
this Society has developed comprehen-
sive staff policies and procedures, includ-
ing job descriptions and an evaluation
process, should staff be acquired in the
future.”

Overall Comments:
“The Atlantic Canada Aviation Mu-

seum Society submitted an outstanding
submission and has successfully demon-
strated excellent good governance prac-
tices. The organization’s achievements
in governance could be used as a “best
model” template to assist other Museum
Societied achieve greater governance
practices.”

As President, the request for the
documentation came as a surprise and we
were left with little time to get this docu-
ment put together. I cannot stress enough
how important these results are for the
Museum. They certainly boost our

I am pleased to report that the Halifax
County Local of the Nova Scotia Teach-
ers Union awarded $500.00 to the stu-
dents of Leslie Thomas Junior High
School and their teacher that can be used
to purchase materials for the Old Halifax
Municipal Airport diorama project for the
Museum. This is the second $500.00 grant
that we have recieved for this project to
help offset the cost.  Thanks to Chuck
Blinn and the Professional Development
Committee at the Local for awarding the
grant to our project.

The students will begin the actual
map construction portion of the project
sometime in January. As we went to
Christmas Break, we were completing the

theory of electronics portion of the unit.
When we return after Christmas we will
be reviewing contour lines and map read-
ing skills and shop safety requirements
before beginning actual  construction of
the map. At the same time we will be com-
pleting the shadow boxes for the Sabre
exhibit that were not completed last year.
This is a very exciting project for the stu-
dents and they very much enjoy the op-
portunity to complete a hands-on project
for the Museum.

In addition, I would like to extend
thanks to both Don Hirtle and Barry
Rodenhiser, who continue to provide con-
struction support and planning support
to the teacher [Rob MacIlreith].

Grant Proposals Hurricane Juan Update
Since our last newsletter, the Mu-

seum has opened a claim with our insur-
ance company and is in the progress of
gathering estimates on the roof, lights
and window damage as a result of Juan.

Barry Rodenhiser is taking care of
the storm damage to the facility. The
Museum has been considered a low pri-
ority compared to residential and busi-
ness damage with many contractors and
it has been difficult to get people to come
give us the required quotes.

The insurance company has also di-
rected another company to come and
make sure that our temporary patch stays
in place until the roof can be properly re-
paired.
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Canso Restoration Project
As was mentioned in the Sept / Oct

newsletter, the Canso tail restoration has
become a major focus for the Saturday
crew at the Museum. Progress is being
made on the tail assembly, however, it is
going a little slower then our crew hoped,
largely due to other jobs cropping up or
jobs that took longer then anticipated.

At this time, the Canso tail is ready
for paint on the top of the horizontal sta-
bilizers and the vertical fin. The bottom
of the horizontal stabilizer needs to be
feathered out and then the entire assem-
bly can be painted. In addition, the con-
trol rods, cables, pulleys and additional
parts have been cleaned up, freed up,
painted and reinstalled in the tail assem-
bly. Work on the elevator portion of the
controls will begin in a short time.

While all of this work has been go-
ing on, Bill  Leeming has continued on
with paint stripping and patchwork on the
elevators. The patchwork is going slow
due to the temperature at this time of year.

Don has also been planning out how
to raise the tail section up onto the Canso
itself. While the tail is relatively light (4
guys can lift it), it is very awkward and
careful consideration is being given to
the lift process. It is hoped that we can
raise the entire assembly into place be-
fore we open for the season in May. For
this to happen, we are going to have to
pick up the pace or have some extra help.
If you are interested in helping with this
important project, drop out and lend a
hand any Saturday. Your help will be ap-
preciated.
Top: The tail assembly of the rudder on
the aircraft.
Middle Left: Push rods and actuators for
the elevators after they have been cleaned
up and painted.
Middle Right: The horizontal stabilizers
have had the cables run inside of them
and the elevator jacks installed.
Bottom  photos: Elevator jacks, new cover
plates and cables hooked up and work-
ing.
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ID Quiz
First, let me appologize for the ex-

tremely poor quality of last month’s ID
Quiz. Since it was of such poor quality, it
seemed as if nobody could identify the
aircraft, in fact, no one tried. Therefore, I
hope that this lightened and larger view
will give some of you a chance to figure it
out.

Left: November’s Quiz photo. Remember
in order to qualify for a correct answer,
you must  identify both the aircraft and
the aircraft manufacturer. Submit your
answers to the Editor at:
 acam@ednet.ns.ca or by snail mail.

In the Air and on the Ground
Left: MD-82 (OE-LMC) of Austrian Air-
lines was seen at the Aero Shell at Halifax
International Airport in early Jan. 2004.
The MD-80 Series aircraft were originally
known as DC-9 Super 80 and are a
stretched DC-9 with different weights,
ranges and engines.

Left: This is a cool shot of ACAM that
was found using the website: http://
gis2.gov.ns.ca/website/juan/viewer.htm
The site was sent to us by Gene Hamilton.
The zoom control is pretty good and you
can actually zoom in much tighter then is
shown here. Clearly, one can pick out the
hangar and buildings, as well as, the Voo-
doo, Canso wings and Hudson fuselage.

 ACAM Members:
At this time my files of pictures,
stories and other items are begin-
ning to run very low. Currently I
only have a couple of stories left in
the files for future issues and these
are not complete. If you have any-
thing that you can send me to help
out, I would appreciate the contri-
butions.
Thank-you for your help!

Rob
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First let me extend a Happy 2004 to
each of you and your families; I trust that
everyone had a nice, safe holiday sea-
son. With the change of the calendar
comes the New Year, so let me make a
plug on how important it is that everyone
pays their membership fees as soon as
possible. During this time of year, our fi-
nancial income is at a very minimum.  In
the fall, Hurricane Juan caused some se-
rious damage to the Museum depleting
the Museum’s coffers more then we
would like. Your membership fees help to
carry the Museum through the lean times
until we open for the season again in May.
During the winter of 2004, we have many
projects on the go and without a source
of income it is probable that some of these
projects will have to be delayed. Paying
your membership fee will help keep our
active members projects going ahead.

In the last 2 months, the active mem-
bership at the Museum has focused on
bringing the new T-33 inside the Museum,
a goal that was accomplished, although
there is some fine tuning of the location
that cannot be accomplished until the late
spring.  Our main focus during this pe-
riod has been the tail section of the Canso.

Museum up another level in organization
and quality; developing and document-
ing the Museum’s policies is a big part of
that improvement.  The Hazardous Mate-
rials Policy was one small part in docu-
menting and improving the ways that the
Atlantic Canada Aviation Museum works.
Our next policy document will be regard-
ing financial policy.

With regards to policy and Museum
improvements, I believe, we are making
good strides with what we have. One of
my bigger concerns, which I feel we must
address this year, is the position of Mu-
seum Curator. This is a problem we can-
not rectify at this time because we need
someone to come forward and volunteer
to do the job. The Museum’s next Nova
Scotia Museum Audit will be in the sum-
mer of 2005 and the person that takes over
the job will need some time to get pre-
pared and learn the role that they will play
within the Museum family. If you are in-
terested in  undertaking this very impor-
tant job, please contact myself or Michael
Garvey and we can sit down and discuss
the role that you can fill.

As mentioned in the last newsletter,
an official list of spokespeople have been
appointed by the Executive and the Chair-
man of the Board of Directors, Mike
Garvey. These are the people that will of-
ficially speak for the Museum on behalf
of the Museum with the approval of the
Executive or the Board.
Media Spokesperson - Mike Garvey
Shearwater / Greenwood and other Mu-
seums - Mike Garvey
CAPA - Mark Peapell
Nova Scotia Museum - Rob MacIlreith
Other Inquiries - Rob MacIlreith

Lastly, I’d like to recognize Michael
White for his timely contribution to the
Museum with a matching financial con-
tribution from Nova Scotia Power. Thank-
you Michael!

See you at the Museum!
Rob

President’s Message
From the Desk of Rob MacIlreith

We have been making some very good
progress on this job, although most of
the work that has been done is on the
control system and is hidden from view.  I
have to congratulate all of the guys that
come out to the Museum on Saturdays
to work. Your dedication to the organiza-
tion in all weathers and temperatures is
very admirable.  Most Saturdays we be-
gin our day around 9:30 a.m., have lunch
around noon and work until mid-after-
noon or later. If you’re looking for some
fun and fellowship while making a contri-
bution to the Museum, I encourage you
to come and join us.

In addition to the work at the Mu-
seum itself, the Executive has been carry-
ing on with the day-to-day running of the
Museum and trying to make sure that we
are completing and addressing the jobs
that need to be done. To that end, we
have reprioritized our job list to reflect
the jobs that we need to complete prior to
the Avenger’s arrival at the Museum from
New Brunswick. Several members of the
Executive and Board of Directors have
also begun to improve the documenta-
tion of the Museum’s policies as part our
improvement plan. We hope to take our
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Jobs On the Go!
This is a small slice of the jobs that we have going on at the Museum at this time.

We can use any help we can get with these jobs. If your looking for information on
how to help out drop out to the Museum any Saturday and see whats going on.

Please find your membership renewal form enclosed. If you are a
life-time member, why not give your form to a friend and ask them to
join our Museum and help preserve our Aviation Heritage!


