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Achieves Another Major Milestone

The Avenger: The left wing has been mounted and the propeller has been installed.
Further restoration is continuing at a tremendous pace.

Top photo by: Frank MacLoon

Lufthansa Airlines Airbus A340 at Halifax International See Page 8
Bottom photo by: Rob MacIlreith

Included In This Issue:

David Alton Romans
B-17 Fortress I Profile

HIAA Opens New Arrival Building
September 11th Follow Up

Museum Notes
Book Review

and much more!

The ACAM Annual General Meeting
will take place at R.A. Park on Jan.
26th. Guest Speaker will be Gerry
Fultz.  Further details about the meet-
ing can be found in the President’s
Message on Page 12.

As we go to press the date and loca-
tion of the March meeting is not yet
available.
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Flying Officer David Romans was just a young lad of
twenty-one when his Flying Fortress crashed in a mountainous
region near Norway’s Byglandfjord. That was sixty years ago
but on a recent visit to that country I found that much of the
wrecked aircraft is still visible near the site where he and his
crew died.

Earlier this fall, on Saturday, September 8, more than
200 residents of Bygland, Norway, and a number of special
guests from Europe and from Canada, attended a commemora-
tive service in the local churchyard. A memorial made from
part of the propeller of Romans’ Flying Fortress was
unveiled. F/O Romans and his crew from No.90 RAF Squad-
ron are buried in this churchyard and September 8 was the 60th
anniversary of their fateful, final flight.

Romans was born in Glace Bay, Nova Scotia, but grew
up in Melville Cove (now a part of Halifax).  Prior to joining
the RAF in March 1939 he played first clarinet in the Halifax
Rifles (Militia) Band and was well known in baseball and
hockey circles.  His closest school friends were Betty O’Neill,
Reg Wild, and Pete Buell.

Despite his age, David Romans was already a sea -
soned air war veteran when he died.  On two previous occa-
sions he crash-landed in the English Channel, only to be res-
cued to fly another day (and night). Romans survived count-
less Bomber Command raids over Germany and other occu-
pied countries. He also flew the short-lived Manchester bomber,
the forerunner to the Lancaster.

On one of his earlier operations, while England was
in the midst of the historic Battle of Britain, the youthful
Haligonian performed an act of bravery that earned him the
respect of his immediate superiors:

”On the night of 18/19 July, 1940, whilst carrying out a bomb-
ing attack on Eschwege aerodrome at approximately 5,000 ft.
in Hampden aircraft P1324...the aircraft was hit by an anti-
aircraft shell...rendering the pilot, Pilot Officer W. Walker un-
conscious.... The navigator/bomb aimer, Pilot Officer D.A.
Romans ... climbed into the cockpit and sat on the...pilot’s
knees...and flew the aircraft safely back to base....”

This brief, edited excerpt from the official citation explains in
part why David Albert Romans (then of No.44 Squadron) was
recommended the following day, by senior Royal Air Force
staff, to receive the Distinguished Flying Cross-the first Nova
Scotian to be so honoured in the Second World War.
Flying Officer Romans also participated in the first ever raid
on Berlin, on August 25-26, 1940.

THAT FINAL, FATEFUL FLIGHT
Shortly before noon on September 8, 1941, just off

the coast of Norway, a Boeing B-17C bomber, popularly known
as a Flying Fortress, was attacked by a Luftwaffe Messerschmitt
fighter (Me.109). The pilot, Ltn. (Pilot Officer) Jakobi, was
making his initial contact with the new   American bomber and
was anxious to be the first to register “a kill” on behalf of his
unit.

As he and   another German fighter zeroed in on the
Fortress they were met by a hail of cannon fire from Flying
Officer David Romans’ air gunners: Sgt. Merrill (from Que-
bec) and Sgt. Beattie (from Wallacey, Cheshire, England),
in AN525. The attackers turned tail...but only momentarily.

Nearby, Lt.Wolfgang Steinicke and several other
Luftwaffe pilots got the jump on Squadron Leader Alex
Mathieson in AN533 N-Nan. Again, the CO’s airgunners were
quick to react, shooting down two Me.109s.  Mathieson then
took cover in the thick white clouds but his B-17C seemingly
just disappeared, never to be heard from again. However,
Luftwaffe archival records suggest that Uffz. (Sgt.) Karl-Heinz
Woite (of Guben, Germany) claimed a confirmed victory over
Mathieson’s Fortress. Woite himself was killed in Austria on
July 22, 1943.

Meanwhile, Ltn. Jakobi, whose aircraft had been hit
on the right wing, returned to the attack on Romans’ “D-Dog.”
Lt. Steinicke joined him. It was 11:27(a.m.), and this time Jakobi
hit his target. Almost immediately AN525 burst into flames,
but not before the Fort’s gunners shot down one of the Me.109s.
Romans’ ship plummeted wildly downward. Was he trying to
extinguish the flames or had he lost control of his bomber? 
There was no indication that he had been wounded or was al-
ready dead. [Editor’s Note: Martin Caidin credits Romans crew
with 2 kills in his book Flying Forts pg. 133]

No parachutes were seen escaping from the Flying
Fortress, which both friend and foe now called the flying cof-
fin. Although no explosion was seen from the air, investigators
later confirmed that it crashed in a  mountainous  region, kill-
ing all on board. There were unconfirmed reports suggesting
that Sgt. Merrill may have attempted to bail out, only to be
killed on hitting the ground.

A few days later, the local Luftwaffe buried F/O Ro-
mans and his crew in a collective grave in the Bygland Church
Cemetery. The Eulogy was performed by a local Norwegian
priest (Bolling) while residents of Bygland watched from be-
hind the church fence. One of the German soldiers who as-
sisted in bringing the RAF fliers down from the mountain was
Georg Meierhöfer. He was also part of the burial crew.

FLYING FORTRESS PILOT FROM CANADA HONOURED AS A HERO IN
NORWAY 2 NEW MEMORIALS UNVEILED TO MARK 60th ANNIVERSARY

By: Floyd Williston
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One of the first foreign visitors to the cemetery after
the war was Mrs. Rachel Romans, David’s mother.  In 1947
they met Reverend Bolling and his wife who accompanied Mrs
Romans to the crash site.

At the September 8, 60th anniversary,
memorial ceremonies Bygland villagers warmly welcomed sev-
eral invited guests that included John Romans, a retired Halifax
lawyer and nephew of F/O David Romans. They shared their
recollections of the September 1941 crash of the first Flying

Above: B-17C AN-528 (40-2064) She was the 11th B-17C
Fortress I, delivered to the RAF. AN-525 was delivered to
the RAF on the same day as AN-528. Both were delivered
in silver and then camouflaged in RAF Dark Green and
Dark Earth.
As a side note: AN-528 was written off on landing on July
24th, 1941 after a mission to Brest, France to bomb the
German Battlecruiser Gneisenau.

Fortress bomber shot down in the Second World War. The
Boeing Aircraft Company of Seattle, USA, maker of the B-
17C, was invited but did not attend. They have since asked for
a documented report on the memorial events.

Flying Officer Romans’ three closest friends, Betty
O’Neill (now Mrs. Reg Wild), Pete Buell, and Reg Wild also
received an invitation to attend, from the mayor of Bygland
Commune. All three served overseas during the Second World
War and are in their 80s.They were unable to make the long
trek to Norway and into the woods where a second memorial
marker was unveiled by Birgit Skjevrak Skie. There were at
least 150 people in attendance.

Birgit was 15 years old in 1941 when her mother took
her to the crash site. Several other local residents who wit-
nessed the airbattle over Bygland 60 years ago, and who at-
tended the funeral of the Romans crew, was also at the unveil-
ing of the memorial markers.
The bronze marker (which is both English and Norwegian lan-
guages) reads:
IN MEMORY OF 5 BRITISH AND 2 CANADIAN AIRMEN
WHO ON THE 8TH OF SEPTEMBER 1941 WERE SHOT
DOWN AND GAVE THEIR LIVES
GREATER LOVE HATH NO MAN THAN THIS, THAT A  MAN
LAY DOWN HIS LIFE FOR HIS FRIENDS

The names of the crew are also included.

The Boeing B-17C Flying Fortress (RAF Fortress I’s)
Boeing was contracted by the U.S. Government to build 38 B-17C’s, of which 20 were redirected to the RAF under
Lend-Lease. These airframes were modified to Fortress I standards at Wright Field in Ohio. Fitted with new self-
sealing fuel tanks and some minor amour plate among other modifications these B-17’s (below) are ready to be
delivered. The Fortress I weighed 34,560 pounds without fuel or bomb load. This figured climbed to 53,200 pound at
maximum all-up weight. The Fortress I had a service ceiling of 33,300 feet and a maximum speed of 325 M.P.H.
Cruise with a combat load was 30,000 feet and 230 m.p.h.  with 4,400 pounds of bombs, 1 .30 caliber gun and 5 .50
caliber guns plus a crew of 6. Two pilots, observer-navigator, radio operator-gunner and two gunners.
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Then I read a message from Jean Merrill, Vaudrl-
Dorion, Quebec, in memory of his brother, Sgt. Henri Merrill,
the only other Canadian in the Romans crew.

The Canadian Embassy in Oslo, Norway, was repre-
sented by its military attaché, Col. Ron Aitken. The British
Military attaché also participated. A very special guest was
Gunnar “Kjakan” Sønsteby, Chief of the Oslo Resistance dur-
ing the Second World War. A Norwegian mouth-harp musi-
cian, Bjørgulv Straume, performed his own composition in
memory of F/O Romans and crew.

The sponsoring committee of the memorial program in
Bygland published a booklet, which preserves, for present and
future generations, the story of Flying Officer Romans fateful
crash. On its cover is a photo of Flying Fortress AN 525. A
video was also made of the 60th anniversary events, which
will be presented to the Atlantic Canada Aviation Museum.
This institution is planning to establish a permanent exhibit in
memory of David Romans. A piece of his Flying Fortress
AN525 has been sent from Norway and will be on display in
the Halifax Museum next year (2002).

(Floyd Williston is a journalist and writer, formerly of Sydney, NS,
now living in Winnipeg, Manitoba. He is the author of the book:
Through Footless Halls of Air, which includes a detailed chapter on
F/O Romans and his final, fateful flight. He also wrote Johnny Miles,
Nova Scotia’s Marathon King. He is now completing a three-volume
book on Canadians and Americans in the Battle of Britain. This ar-
ticle is reproduced with his permission)

”David:
Your pre WW 2 buddies, Reg Wild, his wife Betty
and Pete Buell have missed you very much over the
years.  We have  fond memories of the great friend-
ship we shared as young people in Melville Cove,
Nova Scotia, Canada.  You were a fine young man
and a great softball pitcher.  We engaged in many a
caper as we grew up until a caper we didn’t plan - the
outbreak of WW2, disrupted our activities.

We like you also served overseas in WW 2
and we think you would have been proud of us. We
are very proud of you, David, and especially proud to
have been your friends. We four went off to war and
only three came home. The fourth, our special friend,
you David, gave your life for freedom, the supreme
sacrifice.  The citizens of Halifax, Nova Scotia, named
a street in memory of you and your sacrifice-Romans
Avenue. You will never be forgotten.
Love: Betty, Reg and Pete”

I was honoured to be asked to place a floral wreath
near the spot where the Flying Fortress crashed.  I also read
several messages, including one addressed to David Romans
from his three boyhood friends.

Above: David Romans.
Romans previous mission, on Sept 4th, was a suc-
cessful attack on his secondary target, the Rotterdam
Docks, in AN 533. The crew was attacked by an Me
109F which they had managed to beat off.

Editor’s Note:
Additional B-17 History from Flying Forts by Martin Caidin,
Boeing B-17 Flying Fortess by Doug Richardson, The B-17
Flying Fortress by Jeff Ethell  and B-17 in Action by Squad-
ron/Signal Publications.

Below: Some of the wreckage of Romans aircraft, AN 525,
in Norway.
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Other Halifax Landmarks Named After WWII Service Personnel

Flight Lieutenant Lawrence
James O’Connell, RCAF,
DFC. (Larry O’Connell Field)

Wing Commander Donald W.
Saunders, RCAF, (Saunders
Park)

Captain Peter Lowe, Royal
Artillery, (Peter Lowe Av-
enue)

Flying Officer George Alfred
Osborne Dauphinee, RCAF,
and Lieutenant George
Wharton Dauphinee, RAF,
(George Dauphinee Avenue)

Gunner Lloyd Fox, Royal
Canadian Artillery (Lloyd
Fox Avenue)

John Drummond Fergusson,
RCAF (Jack Fergusson
Avenue)

Pilot Officer Robert Wakely
David Murphy, RCAF
(Robert Murphy Drive)

Lieutenant Edward Arab,
Royal Canadian Army (Ed-
ward Arab Avenue)

Private Charles Albert
Vaugn Ward, Royal Cana-
dian Infantry (Ward Avenue)

Cpl. Paul Martin Cook,
Royal Canadian Engineers
(Cook Avenue)

Major Gavin Fraser Rainne,
Royal Canadian Artillery,
(Rainne Drive)

Flying Officer David Albert
Romans, RAF, DFC, (Romans
Avenue)

Cpl. Ralph William Devlin,
Royal Canadian Corps of Sig-
nals (Ralph Devlin Drive)

Lieutenant William Gordon
Hunt, Royal Canadian Infan-
try (William Hunt Avenue)

Flying Officer Doug Smith,
RCAF, (Doug Smith Drive)

Lt -Col. Arnold Albert Ernst,
Royal Canadian Infantry
Corps (Ernst Avenue)

Sgt. Morton Ralph Heinish,
RCAF (Heinish Avenue)

With the end of World War II and the closure of the Halifax Civic Airport on Chebucto Road, a Halifax Architect and Army
Veteran by the name of J. Phillip Dumaresq was appointed, by the City planner, to develop the Westmount Subdivision on the
site of the old airport and Army Depot. As a veteran, Dumaresq lobbied hard to have all of the streets named after local service
personnel that made the ultimate sacrifice for their country. Here is a list of the personnel that have landmarks bearing their
names. A memorial that stands to this day.

The Monument on Chebucto Road in Saunders Park.
Named after local Wing Commander Donald W. Saunders

Photo by: R. MacIlreith

Interested In Advertising in ACAM’s
Newsletter?

Contact the Editor for information. Prices
begin as low as $10.00 for a business card

spot.
Web links are also available.

acam@ednet.ns.ca

Guest Speakers
The Museum is looking for guest speakers

to speak to a small group of aviation enthu-
siasts at our bi-monthly meetings. If you, or

someone you know, is interested please
contact Mark Peapell.

acam@ednet.ns.ca

Seen Recently on a Sign: Those who say something cannot
be done should get out of the way of those that are doing it!
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ID Quiz
Last months quiz ap-
peared to be another shut
out with no one submit-
ting a correct answer. The
aircraft was a L.W.D. Junak-2 aircraft made in Poland in and
first flown in Feb. of 1948. Thanks to Don Hirtle for submit-
ting the photo. (Above)

No members made a submission for the quiz this month so I
dug around in my collection to come up with this months sub-
mission. Remember to be credited with a correct answer, both
the aircraft identity and the manufacturer are required.

Answers can be sent to the Museum e-mail at:
acam@ednet.ns.ca or sent to the Editor at the Museum snail
mail address. Submissions can be made the same way. Above: Someone is having a bad day!

Can you ID the aircraft and manufacturer?

Book Review
By: Rob MacIlreith

Title: The Time Chart of Aviation
History
Editorial Consultants: Jeremy
Gambrill and Derek Wood
ISBN: 1-903025-02-8
Cost: $19.95
Details: 144 pages, Color, Hard
Cover

A unique presentation of
Aviation History. This book provides
some information on the classic airframes of aviation, includ-
ing today. A laypersons history book, it includes a 15 page
historical timeline that is interesting to look at. As well, some 1
paragraph aviation bios are included. A nice touch if you are
learning about aviation but not enough information for the die-
hard enthusiast. Additional pages include: an aircraft fact finder
section, performace chart, a plane makers history showing com-
pany mergers etc. (I thought that was kind of neat) and a list of
major Aviation Museums worldwide. Interestingly enough both
ACAM and Shearwater were included in this list.

Overall The Time Chart of Aviation History is not a
book that will further the education of the dedicated aviation
fan. However, it certainly is well worth the cost for the young
person that may be interested in learning more about aviation.
This book  has been produced for the visually minded reader.
If you know a young person that wants to learn about aviation
history than you should look at purchasing this book.

Moncton Aircraft Maintenance School Correction:
In Thomas Hughes’ excellent article on the L-19

in the Sept/Oct Newsletter it was inadvertently noted that
the Aircraft had come from the Moncton Flight College.
The Aircraft Maintenance School of the Moncton
Community College where it had been used as a training
aid of course, made the Aircraft available to the Museum.
The School has been a tremendous supporter of the
Museum’s continuing development and the L-19 was it’s
latest, and much appreciated, assistance.

We are very concerned to learn that Boyd Geddes,
the recently appointed Program Co-ordinator for the Aircraft
Maintenance School, is experiencing health problems. We
wish him an early and complete recovery.

Aviation Funnies
From Barry Rodenhiser

A woman called to make reservations “I want to go from Chi-
cago to Hippopotamus, New York” The agent was at a loss for
words. Finally, the agent asked “Are you sure that’s the name
of the town?” “Yes, what flights do you have?” replied the cus-
tomer. After some searching, the agent came back with “I’m
sorry, ma’am, I’ve looked up every airport code in the
country and can’t find a Hippopotamus anywhere” The  cus-
tomer retorted, “Oh don’t be silly! Everyone knows where it
is. Check your map!” The agent scoured a map of the state of
New York and finally offered “You don’t mean Buffalo, do
you?” “That’s it! I knew it was a big animal” was the reply.
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HIAA International Arrivals
Area Officially Openes

Submitted By: Karen Sinclair, HIAA

December 7, 2001 Halifax, N.S. – The International Arrivals
area at Halifax International Airport was officially opened to-
day by Transport Minister David Collenette, together with Mr.
Bernie Miller, Chair of Halifax International Airport Author-
ity (HIAA). The Honourable Robert Thibault, Minister for the
Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency and Geoff Regan, MP
Halifax West were also in attendance.

The new International Arrivals area is the first major
project completed under the Airport Authority’s Airport Im-
provement Program. “This is a proud day for Halifax Interna-
tional Airport and the community it serves”, said Mr. Miller.
“Not only do we have an International Arrivals area that ad-
dresses the long-overdue needs of the traveling public, but we
also have a distinctive area that reflects our Maritime region
and makes Halifax International Airport an even more attrac-
tive place to do business,” he said.

“Among the other benefits that the new facility will
provide to the community and airport users will be an improved
level of passenger processing capability, including improved
customs, immigration and agricultural facilities”, said Mr.
Collenette. The federal government made a $6 million contri-
bution toward the International and Domestic Arrivals areas as
part of an Airport Infrastructure Projects Agreement arranged
during transfer of the Airport to HIAA. “This project is an ex-
cellent example of cooperation between the Government of
Canada and the Halifax International Airport Authority”, added
Mr. Collenette.

The total budget for the Domestic and International
Arrivals area is $25 million, with $15 million budgeted for the
International Area. The new International Arrivals area is three
times larger, and provides expanded and upgraded customs,
immigration and food inspection facilities as well as an area
reserved for US Pre-clearance. The larger area offers an inter-
national passenger processing capacity of 900 passengers per
hour, where the former area only allowed 300 passengers per
hour. A Maritime theme which includes a water feature, bridge,
sails and scale model of the Silver Dart, was the result of re-
search and discussions conducted with customers, employees,
and stakeholders who agreed that it was vital to imprint the
region’s unique style on the airport facility.

“This is the first point of entry for international air
visitors to the region and we wanted to welcome them and make
an impression that was both functional and aesthetically pleas-
ing,” said Reg Milley, President & CEO of HIAA. “Rideau
Construction and WHW Architects have created a distinctive
and memorable facility, and feedback from passengers has been

unanimously positive,” he said.
The project, announced last October, is part of HIAA’s

$100 million Airport Improvement Program that includes both
the International and Domestic Arrivals areas, the Main Lobby
Retail area, an extension of Taxiway Alpha to create an airside
subdivision for air cargo, and the construction of a water treat-
ment facility to address the long-standing issue of pyritic slate
on airport property. The overall airport facility was built to
accommodate one million passengers; the airport currently
handles approximately three million passengers a year.

Halifax International Airport is Atlantic Canada’s prin-
cipal full-service airport providing passengers and cargo cli-
ents with direct and indirect access across the country and to
strategic locations in the United States and Europe.

Top Left: Cutting the Ribbon to officially open the Inter-
national Arrivals area on December 7, 2001, from left: The
honourable Robert Thibault, Minister for the Atlantic
Canada Opportunities Agency; Reg Milley, President &
CEO, Halifax International Airport Authority; Transport
Minister David Collenette; Bernie Miller, Chairman,
Halifax International Airport Authority; and Geoff Regan,
MP Halifax West.
Top Right: Transport Minister Collenette address the me-
dia at a news conference held in the International Arrivals
area on December 7, 2001.
Bottom: Invited guests enjoy a tour of the International
Arrivals area on December 6, 2001.
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Movie Review
By: Rob MacIlreith

Title: Pearl Harbour: Beyond The Movie
Produced By: National Geographic
ISBN: 0-7888-3040-6
Cost: $19.95
Details: “The Definitive Companion to the
summer’s sensational epic film, Pearl Har-
bor.” Run time 53 min, Color /B&W/Hi-FI
and digitally Mastered.

Recently I had assigned a group of students a major
research project and presentation and gave them a list of topics
to choose from. Among the list of approved topics was Pearl
Harbor. One student jumped at the topic and I cautioned her
that I was not looking for the Hollywood  version of history.
She agreed and proceeded to research the topic, finding this
documentary on the Internet. Since visual aids were a require-
ment for the presentation she asked if it would be OK to use
the documentary if the school could obtain a copy. I approved.
So we called around town finding a copy at Music World. Next
step, approach the administration for some funding... typically...
sorry not in the budget. So I went and purchasd the documen-
tary for my own collection and said I would loan it to the stu-
dent.

I sat down on a Saturday afternoon to preview the
documentary before loaning it to the student and was very pleas-
antly surprised as to what I found. As some of you are sure to
remember how I reviewed the Hollywood version of Pearl Har-
bor I was pleased to see that National Geographic compared
and contrasted the Movie to history including interviews with
the producer and director. It turned out to be a great purchase
and a fine additon to my educational library. It uses clips from
the movie and history to educate the viewer. Complete with
interviews, real and movie footage and Hi/ Fi sound, National
Geographic has produced yet another excellent documentary
for the public. I would highly recommend this version of Pearl
Harbor. ****/5

range. The range at Cold Lake does not provide a large enough
safety zone for the Air Force’s requirements. The land request
in Labrador is for an additional 2000 square Kilometers near
the practice target range at Minipi Lake.

The RAF would like to test drop up to 70 LGB’s at
the Goose Bay facility next year. DND has warned the prov-
ince that if the land lease is not approved that Goose Bay may
loose out in the tight competition between it and other flight
training facilities. Currently the British, Germans, Dutch and
Italians are training at Goose Bay, pumping millions into the
local economy. A decesion is to be made by the Minister of the
Environment by Jan 25th.

Lufthansa Airlines to Name Plane after Halifax
Recieved from Karen Sinclair, HIAA.

Lufthansa Airlines is naming a plane in honour of
Halifax as a result of Halifax International Airport and the
community’s hospitality to their diverted passengers and crew
in September. In a letter addressed to the Airport Authority,
Lufthansa Executive Board Member Stefan Lauer says:

“We (will) never forget how you and your staff took
charge of the situation without a moment’s hesitation,
your spontaneous offers of assistance, and your gen-
erosity and outstanding support in every respect. You
and your entire community worked tirelessly, and suc-
ceeded not only in easing the situation for our pas-
sengers and crews, but also in demonstrating an ex-
tremely warm and personal touch in all of your ef-
forts.
These are unforgettable actions. On behalf of the
Lufthansa Executive Board, our staff, and all our pas-
sengers, I would like to take this opportunity to ex-
press once again our heartfelt thanks to you, your
team, and all your helpers.
I am very pleased to announce that our board has
decided to name one of our aircraft after the city of
Halifax. This is solely a gesture to symbolize your as-
sistance, and serves as a reminder of your generos-
ity.”

“The naming of the aircraft is an extraordinary com-
pliment to the many staff and volunteers of this community
who worked tirelessly throughout the ordeal,” says Halifax
International Airport Authority (HIAA) President & CEO Reg
Milley. “Lufthansa’s gesture will serve as a meaningful sym-
bol of Halifax’s response to friends in need and will be greatly
treasured by our entire community.”

Milley says the Airport Authority has been over-
whelmed by the sheer number of letters and accolades it has
received from airlines and individuals around the world ex-
pressing their gratitude for the community’s heartwarming hos-
pitality.

Aviation News
Goose Bay To Expand Range Facilities?

DND has recently requested that the Province of New-
foundland and Labrador lease it more land to increase the size
of the Labrador air weapons training range located 120 miles
southwest of CFS Goose Bay. This request goes hand and hand
with a similar RAF request. Both Air Forces want to test their
latest generation of Laser Guided Bombs in Labrador.

The Canadian Air Force wants to move this testing
and training to Goose Bay from Cold Lake due to the larger
wings on the newer generation of weapons increasing the glide
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When a flight is proceeding incred-
ibly well, something was forgotten.

Robert Livingston,
“Flying The Aeronca”

Sept 11th
On another September 11th

note, the Halifax International Airport
Authority received an all-time record
high of 2.1 million hits to its web site
during the month of September.
Monthly averages for the site are be-
tween 40,000 and 50,000. In October
500,000 hits were recorded.

“We had a tremendous re-
sponse to our web site from family
members of passengers, the general
public and media around the world,”
says Gina Connell, Director of Com-
munications and Public Affairs for
HIAA.

“We also found that the aerial
and ground level photographs of the
40 diverted aircraft on our runways
were extremely popular and generated
inquiries from specialty and industry
publications from as far away as Ja-
pan, Italy, and the United Kingdom,”
she says. “And these are only a few
examples based on the incredible num-
ber of requests we received for the pho-
tos”, says Connell.

The photographs of the air-
craft stranded on Halifax International
Airport’s runways graced the cover of
the United Kingdom’s global airport
and airline news magazine Airports In-
ternational, Canada’s aviation maga-
zine Wings, and the Atlantic Canada
Aviation Museum’s bi-monthly news-
letter. The photos were also featured
in British Airways newsletter British
Airways News, the Air Canada Pilots
Association newsletter Journal, the
RCMP’s national newsmagazine Pony
Express, the Italian aviation magazine
mensile di Aeronautica, and an air traf-
fic control magazine from Japan.

HIAA Press Release

Avenger Restoration
By: Frank MacLoon

Restoration Objectives:  ACAM’s restoration projects are long term programs
and normally take years of dedicated effort for our volunteers to complete. The effort
on the TBM Air Tanker began in 1996 with completion hoped for in 2003.

TBM Avenger Air Tanker Restoration Objectives

The overall exhibit at the Museum will be that of Aerial Forest Fire Fight-
ing as a Science and as carried out in the Atlantic Provinces.

The lead feature of that overall display will be the story of Forest Protection
Ltd (FPL), their forest fire fighting history, and their very effective use of World War
II vintage Grumman TBM Avenger torpedo bombers modified to serve as forest fire
fighting Air Tankers.  A complete example of this aircraft will be on display within
the main building of the Museum.

The Air Tanker Restoration project itself is built around the following pro-
gram objectives:

Airframe
To achieve the most effective presentation it is absolutely vital that the aircraft

appear as a fully operational FPL Aircraft both in it’s configuration and in the high
quality of finish and appearance so characteristic of the FPL operation. It will appear
as it would have on the FPL ramp.

The full wing fold mechanism will be installed as a display feature to illustrate
how folding was achieved pointing out that the feature was deleted, for logical
operational reasons, in Air Tanker operations.  This would also allow powered wing
fold demonstrations should that be achievable and desirable in the future as an
interesting scheduled Museum event.

All of the flying controls, including trim tabs, will be made operational and
properly adjusted for realistic operation. While the control surfaces will normally
have locks in place they will be capable of demonstrating full control system operation.

Engine and Auxiliaries
It is the intention to fully complete the engine, the equipment within the

engine compartment. And that within the equipment bay, to allow open display to
illustrate the manner in which the power plant and auxiliaries were reconfigured
pointing out features specifically arranged for the Air Tanker role.

Cockpit and Interior
The effort is to duplicate, as closely as possible, Tanker “24” which has had

a particular association with FPL and it’s Chief Pilots in recent years.  To achieve
this the customized rear canopy sections presently installed will be replaced with
sections on hand, or being obtained, to duplicate the former military components as
utilized on that particular aircraft.

The cockpit will be fully equipped as for an FPL Air Tanker conversion
with a ramp arranged to allow viewing. It will include explanations of the functions
of the various systems and controls as particularly related to the Air Tanker role.

The inclusion of a parachute, air supplied helmet, maps, manuals, etc, as
would normally be carried will all be part of that display.  Perspex panelling can be
used to ensure security as appropriate and necessary.

The rear cockpit will also be displayed open, with passenger seat and



The Atlantic Canada Aviation Musuem Newletter
Dec. 2001 / Jan. 2002

 Page 10

DEDICATED TO THE PRESERVATION OF THE AVIATION HERITAGE OF ATLANTIC CANADA

parachute, to give a more “complete” aircraft appearance noting that only a passenger
related to direct operational needs would have been carried and that on very rare
occasions.

The rear compartment could be displayed with crew door open and with
interior lighting to illustrate the installations fitted for the Air Tanker role.
The interconnection of the bomb tank into the rear compartment will be provided
along with the flexible tank vent pipes and their connection into the former dinghy
compartment.  One of the pipes will be sectioned to allow viewing of the hydraulic
distribution panel. The relocated battery box, with battery, will be included along
with the balance weights installed to compensate for former military fittings.

The overall interior will be presented in a clean and well-painted condition
as would be expected of a well restored and preserved display item.

Bomb Tank
The tank will normally be displayed with doors open along with a full

description of its capacity and method of operation.
It is the intention that the Bomb Doors will be made operational with the

objective of providing a future potential “interactive” display item operated under
supervision.

To achieve this the complete tank internal components and control equipment
will be installed and capable of operation.

Hydraulic System
It is the intention to restore the hydraulic system to the extent that is required

to allow bomb tank door operation extending this, as a future possibility, to such as
wing folding and flap operation.

To achieve this will require operational status of as much of the hydraulic
system as required along with an external supply source.

Landing Gear
The best possible presentation of the main and tail wheel landing gear will

be achieved along with an explanation of the retraction process but without any
intention to commission the retraction systems themselves. All of the hydraulic
cylinders and linkages related to an operational landing gear will be installed.

Tracker Aircraft wheels and brakes will be installed to present the aircraft
as modified for actual Air Tanker service.

The display will also include a separate landing gear leg including sectioned
shock absorbing cylinder, and brake and wheel assemblies, to illustrate landing gear
construction and operation.

Final Painting and Aircraft Markings
The overall aircraft paint scheme and markings will be that of an FPL Air

Tanker carrying the identification of “Tanker 24” along with the registration C-GFPL.
While this Air Tanker number and registration were not applied to the same

aircraft, it is felt that the overall presentational effect of using them together is desirable.

Editor’s Note:
The above article was recieved in early October. However, the events of Septem-
ber 11th forced a delay in it’s publication. My appologies to Frank at the delay for
publishing his article. Also, my thanks to Frank for all of the hard work he has
done in making so many contibutions to the Newsletter in the last two years.

[1]

[2]

[3]

[4]

[5]

[1] Installing the prop on the Avenger
[2] Final stage of rear fuselage
reconstruction.
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Avenger:  The
restoration of the
TBM Avenger by
our Fredericton
“Crew” is largely
carried out on the
ramp at the Forest
Protection Ltd Base
in Fredericton.  It has
benefited greatly
from this years very
favourable weather.
Progress this fall
includes the
completion of the
reconstruction of the
left wing and it’s
mounting on the
aircraft.  Along with
this the remaining
structural repair
work on the fuselage
has been completed
and continued good

weather has allowed a start to be made
on the restoration of the cockpit.
Reconstruction of the extensively
damaged right wing has also begun.

[6]

[7]

[3] The port side wing hinge assembley.
[4] Shelf structure being completed.
Clem Crocker and Don Henry at work.
[5] Wing being hoisted into position.
Gord Neilsen, Don Henry and Bob
Purdue.
[6] The completed tail wheel assembly.
[7] The wing mounted with members
of the crew in front. L-R: Clem
Crocker, Gord Nielson, Frank
MacLoon, Don Henry and Bob
Purdue.

Photos by: Frank MacLoon

Facility: The water has been turned off
for the winter and empty garbage cans
stand at the ready for the anticipated roof
leaks. We plan to repair the ventilation
fan for the washroom/library area and
wire it to a timer to provide better air cir-
culation in this area. Don Hirtle is pres-
ently working to acquire a motor. Barry
Rodenhiser has replaced the entrance
door steel casing and has  tidied the wash-
rooms and utility closets. Let’s try to keep
them that way! A reminder to all persons
with building access to call  Carlo Secu-
rity immediately if you accidentally set-
off the security system. You will have to
state your name and our account number
to divert the police. This information is
on your wallet sticker. Recently, a squir-
rel set-off the alarm; just a reminder not
to feed these animals - they are very de-
structive pests!

Grounds: Michael White has done a
great job clearing brush and trees from
the disposal bed area. With some work
in the spring we should be able to mow
this area and hopefully find the septic tank
so we can have it pumped-out.

Many of our yard artifacts have found a
new home in the compound, including the
PBY 5A wing sections from the parking
lot, Hudson fuselage, engine cannisters
and the priceless vintage forklift. This has

done wonders to improve the look of the
property. A great job guys!

Aircraft: PBY 5A - Don Hirtle contin-
ues work on the rudder and completion
of the metalwork draws near.

Pratt Radial:  Gene Hamilton has the
engine washed and has started attaching
components to the accessory section. It’s
going to look great.

Harvard: Bill Leeming and Ron
Cunningham have been busy prepping for
the task of rigging the flight controls.

Sabre: The vertical stabilizer and wing
control surfaces have been removed for
painting by Danny Price.  John Christie
has begun to tidy -up the “office”. The
paint that has been buffed looks great and
if we all pull together we’ll have a fine
looking bird for the dedication July ’02.

Editors Note:
Please! Would all Crew Chiefs and
Museum Members that are working
at the Museum on Saturdays make a
regular submission to the Editor for
further updates to the newsletter and
website.

Thanks to Barry, Bill and Frank for
writing this issue’s Museum Notes.
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Presidents Message
From the Desk of Mark Peapell

As I write this message, Christmas is almost upon us.
Hopefully all of you will have had a great holiday season, by
the time you read this.

The next big event is our Annual General Meeting,
which is being held on Saturday, January 26 at 3.00pm. We are
taking a new initiative by having our annual meeting on a Sat-
urday afternoon. The main reason for the change is to explore
a different format for our annual meeting. The schedule for the
meeting will tentatively introduce a new session for our gen-
eral meeting.  We will discuss strategic initiatives and future
directions for the Museum. As we approach important mile-
stones i.e. the anniversary of flight in 2003, ACAM’s own 25th

Anniversary and the ultimately the Centenary of flight in Canada
in 2009, we need to focus on how we will celebrate and de-
velop our Museum to meet these important anniversaries.

At the general meeting we will stage an open forum
discussion for members to present ideas on the future direction
of the Museum. The goal will be to develop a discussion paper
to explore and expand on ideas and views presented at the meet-
ing.

Obviously I would hope that our Membership would
give some thought prior to the meeting to their own personal
views as to where they feel the direction of the Museum should
be.

I look forward to this event as an open forum for ev-
ery ones views to be taken and help shape our future. A num-
ber of initiatives are planned, and we are focused on achieving
a number of goals. Again, I look forward to the member’s in-
put and opinions. The general format of the general meeting
will be as follows:

Saturday January 26. 2002 R.A.Park, Halifax NS
3:00pm

- Introduction, Opening remarks President, Chairman
of the Board
- President Report
- Committee Reports
- Treasures Annual Report
- Election of Officers
 - Open Forum Discussion    “ACAM: The Future”
Setting a blueprint for the future direction of the
Atlantic Canada Aviation Museum.
- Volunteer Awards

5:00pm
- Reception

6:15pm
Guest Speaker Gerry Fultz  - A Personnel Odyssey:
Early Aviation in Halifax / Bomber Command

7:30pm Adjournment

As you can see from the agenda, we have a full and
interesting agenda, combined with an innovative and different
format. I look forward to seeing you all. If you can make one
meeting a year, this is the one to come too!

Notable Happenings at the Museum:

We have continued to have high profile visitors
through the museum even after we have officially closed for
the season.  The Commanding Officer of 434 Squadron Lt
Colonel J. E. Turner and Honouree Colonel 434 Squadron Wally
Dumas toured the facility. As 434 is disbanding in the new
year, certain items are available for loan, and we are looking
forward to receiving some of these items to expand our 434
Squadron Display.

We also received, in early December, a visit from
Byron Reynolds, curator of the Reynolds Museum in Alberta.
He was impressed with our facility and interested in our col-
lection. One particular airframe of interest was our 1934
Lincolnsport Home Built. He has since sent us further details
on the type, to help expand our display on this significant air-
craft. There are also a number of areas where our Museums
can benefit one another, and we will be developing some ideas
in the coming months.

We have also finished tidying up the parking lot, us-
ing our new storage compound. One Saturday was spent mov-
ing PBY wings and associated parts around from their resting-
places to the new area. This could not have happened without
the skills of Danny MacLaughlin and our friends at ACE Tow-
ing. A well co-ordinated and executed operation, showcasing
the talents and resources the Museum has. This job will help us
ready ourselves for the upcoming NS Museum Audit we will
receive in July 2002.

ACAM Receives SDI Grant Funding:

ACAM has been awarded a $2,500 grant to fund the
production of a full colour brochure outlining the Nova Scotia’s
aviation heritage. This brochure is to be produced in partner-
ship with the Shearwater and Greenwood Military Museums.
We will be able to produce and print a full colour brochure
showcasing the 3 Museums and the collective significance of
each of these museums. It will also herald a new level of co-
operation between the Museums formalising and identifying
each of the Museums and their relevance to aviation history in
Nova Scotia. This is our first success with obtaining funding
through the Nova Scotia’s Government SDI Program. The bro-
chure should be available by May 2002, just in time for the
tourist season. We look forward to working with the other
Museums to grow and develop the profile of aviation history
in Nova Scotia and Atlantic Canada.


